
COURCHEVEL: American Mikaela Shiffrin stormed to
a convincing victory in the World Cup giant slalom
event in Courchevel yesterday, finishing almost a full
second ahead of her key Olympic rival, France’s two-
time world champion Tessa Worley.

“My biggest goal with my skiing is to ski my best
and push the limits of the sport,” said Shiffrin. “I was
pushing my limits and I’m really proud of that. I was
aggressive and proud today.” In front of raucous home
support, Worley laid down the fastest second run after
finishing in eighth place in the first of two legs.

It looked like the Frenchwoman, who has an
Australian father, might have done enough for a sur-
prise victory as six higher-ranked racers all finished
slower down the Emile Allais course. But then came the
turn of 22-year-old
Shiffrin, the three-time
world champion and 2014
Olympic slalom gold
medallist.

And she made no mis-
take, setting off with a
massive 1.42sec lead over
Worley and clocking 1min
01.10sec for a combined
total of 2:02.40.

Despite a slight error
in the bottom third,
Shiffrin’s winning margin
was 0.99sec over Worley,
world giant slalom gold medallist in 2017 and 2013. It
was Shiffrin’s 34th victory on the World Cup circuit in
her short career, and fifth in the giant slalom.

The American skipped Val d’Isere last weekend, pre-
ferring instead to rest up in Norway. “There were
snowstorms everywhere in Europe,” she said of the
choice to go north. “It was really good and actually

very nice to get away from everything a bit. “I found
out I was actually really tired, so it was exactly what I
needed.

CAME TO BE AGGRESSIVE 
“I came here and was ready to be aggressive.”

Worley added: “On the top section of the second run I
didn’t feel really good, but I knew I could change and
attack most importantly the last part.

“I’m really happy I did it because it was quite bumpy
and dark and that’s what made the difference.
“Everything has happened today like I wanted it to.”
Italy’s Manuela Moelgg, 34, was third, 0.02sec adrift
with Norwegian Ragnhild Mowinckel a mere 0.01sec
behind in fourth as the rivals start to measure up for the

Winter Olympics in
Pyeongchang, South
Korea, in February.

Shiffrin’s US teammate
Lindsey Vonn, winner of
a super-G in Val d’Isere
on the weekend but
absent here after pinging
her knee, was obviously
following the race from
the United States.

“ C o n g r a t s
@MikaelaShiffrin and
impressive 2nd run
@TessaWorley. Manu

keeping it real for the old ladies,” Vonn tweeted along-
side icons of hands raised in celebration and a flexed
bicep.

Hopes for a US medal rush at the Olympics were
played down by Shiffrin, who has this season already
won in the slalom, giant slalom and downhill disciplines.
“The Olympics, well I treat them like it’s just another

World Cup race,” she said. “Right now, it’s just a really
cool opportunity.

“If people think I can win a couple of medals that’s a
compliment, not pressure. I take it as an opportunity,
not pressure.” Shiffrin, in an understated warning shot

at rivals, added: “It’s been an incredible season and
looking back on my performances in Lake Louise and
Killington, these races were amazing for me. “Each stop
I’ve been getting a good mentality. It’s just a question
of keeping that momentum going.” — AFP
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COURCHEVEL: Winner US Mikaela Shiffrin (C) celebrates with the US ski team on the podium after winning
the FIS Alpine Women’s World Cup Giant Slalom yesterday in Courchevel, French Alps.— AFP

KUWAIT: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK)
organised its second successful bowling tour-
nament for its staff, which was aimed at
strengthening employee relationships and

building team spirit in a stress-free environ-
ment. The fun-filled tournament was held at
the bowling hall in Ahmed Al Bisher Al Roumi
High School.

ABK strongly believes that healthy social
activities are crucial to build effective
employee relationships. Such interactions
encourage people to be themselves in a
relaxed environment; and contribute to hap-
pier and healthier work relationships.

Recording high levels of participation from
all ABK staff, the bowling tournament saw

Mario Santos as the top male scorer with a
total of 402 for 2 games and Shahad Al
Kharaz as the top female scorer with 261
points. In addition, the first place in the
female category was bagged by Shahad Al
Kharaz and the second place by Ghadeer Al
Sarraf. The winning team consisted of Mario
Santos, Marvin Macayana, Muhammed H.
Koyama and Shanawaz Qureshi, while the
runners up were: Farid Gabriel, Mohammed
Al Ghareeb, Ramy Oraby and Jassim Al
Haydar. 

ABK staff during the bowling tournament.
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LONDON: World 100 metres champion
Justin Gatlin said yesterday he was
“shocked and surprised” at doping alle-
gations made against his coach Dennis
Mitchell, like Gatlin a convicted doper,
but added that he had sacked him as
soon as he heard about the issue.

Britain’s Daily Telegraph set up a
sting where they claim Mitchell, the
American former medal-winning sprinter
who was previously banned for doping,
and sports agent Robert Wagner had
offered to supply performance-enhanc-
ing drugs to undercover reporters claim-
ing to be making a movie featuring a
doped athlete.

Gatlin, 35, who won the world title in
London this year against a backdrop of
jeering relating to his two doping bans,
issued a statement via Instagram where
he said: “I am not using and have not
used PEDs (performance-enhancing
drugs. “I was shocked and surprised to
learn that my coach would have anything
to do with even the appearance of these
current accusations. I fired him as soon
as I found out about this.

“All legal options are on the table as I
will not allow others to lie about me like
this.” The Athletics Integrity Unit and the
US Anti-Doping Agency (USADA) have
both said they are investigating the
claims. USADA said in a statement:

“Investigations stemming from tips and
whistleblowers play a critical role in
anti-doping efforts. We are presently co-
ordinating with the Athletics Integrity
Unit in order to investigate these claims
fully.” The International Olympic
Committee said yesterday: “The IOC has
full confidence that WADA will look very
carefully into this matter.” The Telegraph
quoted International Association of
Athletics Federations president Seb Coe
as saying: “These allegations are
extremely serious and I know the inde-
pendent Athletics Integrity Unit will
investigate in accordance with its man-
date.”

In a statement to the Telegraph,
Mitchell, who confessed on oath to using
banned substances during his career,
said: “I never suggested in any way that
any of my current athletes used any
banned substances or that I was familiar
with training any of my current athletes
with those substances.”

Wagner also denied being involved in
doping but said he “played along” in the
sting because he knew what was going
on. Gatlin has been a divisive figure in
the sport throughout his career, which
brought him Olympic 100m gold in 2004
and a host of other global medals. He
served two doping bans for offences he
has always denied and after his second
comeback, was widely painted by the
media as the bad guy going up against
the sport’s darling, Usain Bolt.

In August, in Bolt’s final individual
championship race, Gatlin took the 100m
gold at the World Championships in
London, with the Jamaican finishing
third. — Reuters

Gatlin sacks
coach after 
doping claim 

LONDON: File photo shows US athlete Justin Gatlin kneels in front of
Jamaica’s Usain Bolt after Gatlin won the final of the men’s 100m athletics
event at the 2017 IAAF World Championships at the London Stadium in London
on August 5, 2017.— AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank (KIB)
sponsored Kuwaiti national Jet Ski champion,
Abdullah Al-Fadel, at the International Jet Ski
World Cup 2017, which was recently held in
Pattaya City, Thailand. After a thrilling com-
petition between a large group of high-rank-
ing world champions from across continents,
Al-Fadel won second place in one of the
competition’s largest and most challenging
categories: the Pro Ski King’s Cup for profes-
sional riders. 

On this occasion, Manager of the
Corporate Communications Unit at KIB,
Nawaf Najia congratulated the young
Kuwaiti champion on this great achievement
as well as his continuous efforts to boost
Kuwait’s standing in the sport on an interna-
tional level. Najia further praised Al-Fadel’s
impressive athleticism and unwavering dedi-
cation, especially as he remains committed to
an ongoing training program throughout the
year. Najia added saying: “KIB has always
been a dedicated supporter of talented local
youth, particularly Abdullah Al-Fadel who has
been shining bright in his sport. We strongly
believe in this young man’s athletic talent and
are supremely confident in his ability to con-
tinue garnering prestigious achievements and

awards. Simply put, we are proud of what he
has achieved to date, as he continues to
proudly represent Kuwait on the regional and
global scenes.”

It is worth noting that KIB is always dedi-
cated to supporting and sponsoring commu-
nity-based activities, particularly those relat-

ed to youth, culture, and sports. The Bank
believes that these initiatives will nurture a
healthier younger generation - in both body
and mind. Additionally, KIB continues to uti-
lize its utmost capabilities to strengthen its
engagement with all segments across the
local community.

KIB sponsors
Al-Fadel at the Jet
Ski King’s Cup -
World Cup 2017  


