
Wednesday, December 20, 2017

8
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 

BEIJING: China and Russia yesterday decried President
Donald Trump’s first National Security Strategy-which pillo-
ried both nations as challengers to US power-as a “Cold War
mentality” with an “imperialist character”. The two global
powerhouses hit back hours after the Trump administration
unveiled its approach to the world with biting language fram-
ing Beijing and Moscow as global competitors. “We urge the
United States to stop intentionally distorting China’s strate-
gic intentions and to abandon outdated notions such as the
Cold War mentality and zero-sum game, otherwise it will
only harm itself or others,” Chinese foreign ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying said.

Moscow issued its own
denunciation moments later.
“The imperialist character of
this document is obvious, as
is the refusal to renounce a
unipolar world, an insistent
refusal,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told
reporters. The report’s tough
tone contrasts sharply with
Trump’s friendlier face-to-
face encounters with
Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Russian leader Vladimir
Putin. “China and Russia challenge American power, influ-
ence, and interests, attempting to erode American security
and prosperity,” the document says.

‘Malicious slander’   
Accusing China of seeking “to displace the United States”

in Asia, the 68-page strategy is a litany of US grievances,
from the Chinese stealing data to spreading “features of its
authoritarian system.” “Contrary to our hopes, China
expanded its power at the expense of the sovereignty of oth-
ers,” it says. Beijing launched a vigorous defense of its
“peaceful development”, saying any report “which distorts
the facts, or maliciously slanders will only do so in vain”.
“China will never pursue its own development at the expense
of other countries’ interests,” Hua told a regular news brief-

ing. “At the same time we will never give up our legitimate
rights and interests.”

Trump received a lavish welcome during his first state vis-
it to Beijing in November and was full of praise for Xi. But
the two countries have been locked in an increasingly acri-
monious battle over trade issues, with Washington taking
unprecedented steps to investigate and add tariffs to
Chinese-made goods. There are also lingering US concerns
over China’s military activities in the disputed South China
Sea, while Washington has angered Beijing with its arms
sales to self-ruled Taiwan.

Softer on Russia   
Speaking on Monday

after the report’s release,
Trump took a strikingly
softer tone on Russia,
lauding the benefits of
counterterror cooperation
with Moscow. Trump
claimed that a recent CIA
tip-off about a terror
attack on a cathedral in
Putin’s home town of Saint
Petersburg had prevented
deaths “in the thousands”.

“They were able to apprehend these terrorists before the
event with no loss of life and that’s a great thing, and the way
it’s supposed to work,” Trump said, offering the prospect of
better ties.

Trump’s presidential campaign is being investigated for
possible collusion with Russia in the run-up to his shock
2016 election win-allegations the 45th president has dubbed
“fake news”. His security strategy warns that Russian nuclear
weapons are “the most significant existential threat to the
United States”. It also describes the Kremlin as a power that
“seeks to restore its great power status and establish spheres
of influence near its borders”. “Russia aims to weaken US
influence in the world and divide us from our allies and part-
ners,” it warns. The Kremlin’s Peskov responded that Russia
“cannot accept” being described as a threat to US security.

But Peskov praised “modest” positive features in the report,
pointing to what he said was Washington’s readiness to
cooperate with Russia in areas such as an exchange of secu-
rity information.

‘Two administrations’
The national security document - 11 months in the mak-

ing-is required by law and is designed to form a framework
for how America approaches the world. Previous national

security strategies have been released without much fanfare
and served as guideposts, rather than doctrinal command-
ments. But in this unorthodox administration, the document
had taken on extra significance. Foreign officials in
Washington often complain that there are effectively “two
administrations”-one that they hear from day-to-day in
contacts with the State Department and Pentagon and
another coming from Trump, often via Twitter in 280 char-
acters or fewer.—AFP
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Sarah Palin’s son charged 
ANCHORAGE: The elder son of former Republican vice
presidential nominee Sarah Palin has been charged with
assault and burglary in a violent confrontation with his
father in which the two men struggled over a handgun at
his parents’ Alaska home, court records showed on
Monday. According to the criminal complaint and sup-
porting documents, Track Palin, 28, broke through a win-
dow of the house in Wasilla, Alaska, and scuffled with his
father, Todd Palin, on Saturday night in a clash that
stemmed from a family dispute over a truck. The alterca-
tion left Todd Palin bloodied and former Alaska Governor
Sarah Palin visibly shaken, police said in an affidavit filed
with the charging documents in state court. The incident
marked the latest in a string of run-ins with the law by the
politician’s elder son, a US Army Reserve veteran who
served a 2008 tour of duty in Iraq.  

Russia detains Norwegian 
MOSCOW: Russia said yesterday it had detained a
Norwegian national on suspicion of espionage amid a
spike in tensions between the two neighbors. Moscow’s
Lefortovsky court ruled to detain for at least two months
Norwegian citizen Frode Berg on suspicion of spying for a
foreign state, spokeswoman Ekaterina Krasnova said. The
hearing had taken place on December 6 and Berg would
remain in custody until at least February 5, she added with-
out providing more details. Russian media reported that
Berg had been detained during a sting operation conduct-
ed by Russia’s FSB security agency in Moscow while
receiving classified documents concerning the country’s
navy. Citing investigators, media said that Berg had
received the documents from a Russian national, Alexei
Zhitnyuk, who himself had been earlier arrested for treason.  

Ugandan MPs fight
KAMPALA: Uganda’s parliament abruptly adjourned a
debate yesterday over extending President Yoweri
Museveni’s decades in power after a lawmaker said sol-
diers had entered the building and members of parliament
scuffled with police. “There were so many, I saw them.
They were in the chaplaincy,” legislator Gaffa
Mbwatekamwa, among several in Museveni’s ruling party
who oppose the move, told a local television station.
Scuffles broke out between lawmakers and police shortly
after speaker Rebecca Kadaga adjourned the debate. It
was unclear what triggered the confrontation.  Television
footage showed chaotic images of lawmakers and police
both trying to address the cameras. The incident followed
a similar disruption to an attempt to debate the issue in
September. The army did not immediately reply to a
request for comment. Police spokesman Emilian Kayima
said they had no immediate comment but would issue a
statement later. 

Convicted Italian bomber 
ROME: An Italian arrested in Portugal after fleeing a life
sentence for a deadly 1974 bombing was extradited to
Rome yesterday, Italian police said. Maurizio Tramonte,
65, a former secret service informant, was sentenced in
2015 to life behind bars, 41 years after the attack that
killed eight people and wounded 102 in Brescia in north-
ern Italy. He was run to ground in the Portuguese city of
Fatima in June. Press reports at the time said he was
nabbed by police as he prayed. The former leader of the
neo-fascist Ordine Nuovo (New Order) organization, 82-
year old Carlo Maria Maggi, was also given a life sen-
tence for the attack on a trade union rally. The bombing
was one of a clutch of terror attacks by hardline
rightwing and leftwing groups in Italy across more than a
decade from the late 1960s.  That period of violent tur-
moil, which saw hundreds of killings, has been dubbed the
“Years of Lead”. 

A year after Xmas 
attack, Germany 
admits failings
BERLIN: Germany’s president admitted
yesterday that the government failed to
provide adequate support and comfort to
relatives of victims in last year’s devastat-
ing Christmas market attack, and admitted
security gaps in the run-up to the atrocity.
A year after rejected Tunisian asylum seek-
er Anis Amri rammed a truck into the
crowded market at Breitscheidplatz, killing
12 and wounding 70 others, the authorities
have come under fire over security failings
and their clumsy handling of the aftermath
of the assault.”It is true that some support
came late and remained unsatisfactory,”
President Frank-Walter Steinmeier told the
bereaved and emergency workers at a pri-
vate church memorial for the victims. 

“Many family members and injured-
many of you-felt abandoned by the state,”
he said, recalling the words of a mother
who had lost her daughter and said no-one
had comforted her after the attack. “I can’t
get those words out of my head,” he admit-
ted, saying that the relatives’ appeal to be
heard had “triggered something and set it
in motion.” In the hours following the
assault, politicians had put on a brave front
and repeated the mantra that Germany

would not be cowed by terror. But
Steinmeier acknowledged such rhetoric
had done little for the victims. “So soon
after the attack ... these words don’t sound
simply defiant and self-confident, but also
strangely cold and detached,” he said. 

‘We can only apologize’ 
To mark the anniversary, the popular

Christmas market at Breitscheidplatz will
stay shut all day out of respect for the vic-
tims. At midday, Chancellor Angela Merkel
was to inaugurate a memorial-a 14-metre
golden crack in the ground engraved with
the victims’ names.  And during the
evening, there will be a public ecumenical
prayer at 8:02 pm - the exact time when
Amri rammed his truck into the crowded
square a year ago, when people can light
candles and the church’s bells will chime
for 12 minutes. But the run-up to the com-
memoration has been marred by criticism
of the authorities by families of the victims. 

A wrenching open letter by some of the
bereaved accused Merkel of failing to per-
sonally offer condolences. The chancellor
held her first meeting with relatives only on
Monday.  Acknowledging the criticism,
Merkel said: “It is clear to me that their
suffering, this complete transformation of
their lives, cannot be put right.  “But never-
theless we can show compassion and will
improve the things that must be improved.”
In an editorial in Tagesspiegel daily, Justice
Minister Heiko Maas apologized. “We were
not sufficiently prepared to deal with the

consequences of such a terror attack,” he
wrote. “For that, we can only apologise to
the victims and their surviving relatives.” 

‘Taxi costs not reimbursed’
Kurt Beck, who was commissioned by the

government to look into the handling of the
aftermath, last week outlined a litany of official
failings, including taking up to three days to

inform anxious relatives  that their loved ones
had perished and even sending the bereaved
autopsy bills complete with late payment
warnings. Further adding to the embarrass-
ment, Bild daily said the letter inviting relatives
to Tuesday’s commemoration was accompa-
nied by an information sheet stating that “taxi
costs will not be reimbursed!” and urging
them to use public transport instead.—AFP

Separatism, unity, 
deadlock? What’s 
next for Catalonia
MADRID: Catalan voters will decide tomorrow whether to
return the separatists to power or to bring in a pro-unity
government, as their region’s independence crisis nears its
moment of truth. Here are the possible outcomes of the
December 21 regional vote: 

A pro-unity revolt?
Ciudadanos, a centrist anti-independence party formed

in 2006, could win, with its charismatic 36-year-old candi-
date Ines Arrimadas taking the reins of power in the
wealthy region. Such an outcome would be momentous for
Catalonia, where nationalists have dominated since
democracy was reinstated in Spain following the death of
dictator Francisco Franco in 1975. Arrimadas has pledged
to enter into “dialogue” with her rivals, in a bid to over-
come the divisions in Catalan society. She has also prom-
ised to focus on social problems, which she claims were
ignored under axed president Carles Puigdemont. A
regional government led by Ciudadanos would likely
please the ruling conservative Popular Party (PP) in
Madrid, which has stopped at nothing to put the brakes on
the independence drive. But ultimately, it could also turn
into a national threat to the PP, attracting voters in search
of an alternative to the bipartisan politics that have long
dominated Spain.

A president in exile? 
Puigdemont left for Belgium at the end of October. He

now faces charges of sedition, rebellion and misuse of
public funds over his government’s independence drive
and could be jailed before his trial. But in a surreal twist to
the crisis, he announced his candidacy from exile, pledging
to recover the “dignity” of the Catalan people after being
“humiliated” by Madrid. Victory for Puigdemont would be
a blow to Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy, who
deposed him after the Catalan parliament declared inde-

pendence on October 27 following a banned referendum.
While Spain eventually dropped an international arrest
warrant for Puigdemont, he will still be detained if he
returns to the country, raising the question of how he
might govern should he win. 

A leader behind bars?
Oriol Junqueras, deputy president under Puigdemont’s

deposed leadership, was remanded in custody on
November 2 over his role in the independence bid.  His
ERC party has a narrow lead over Ciudadanos in the

polls, and should it win, secretary-general Marta Rovira
would likely be tasked with running the day-to-day
affairs of government. Rovira, however, also faces the
threat of detention. 

Earlier this month, the Supreme Court in Madrid
ordered an expansion of a probe to target members-
including Rovira-of a “strategic committee” allegedly set
up to achieve independence in Catalonia. With none of
the leading candidates expected to win a majority, any
one of the winners will need to secure backing from rival
parties in order to rule.  —AFP
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WASHINGTON: Members of the military and national security staffs attend a speech by US President Donald Trump
about his administration’s National Security Strategy at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center
on December 18, 2017.— AFP 

BARCELONA: People walk by electoral posters for the upcoming Catalan regional election in
Barcelona yesterday. —AFP 

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel holds a candle during the inauguration of
the memorial for the victims of last year’s deadly truck attack at the Christmas market
at Breitscheidplatz in Berlin.—AFP 


