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Iran summons Swiss envoy
over ‘irresponsible’ claim 

Saudi-led air strikes kill 136 civilians in Yemen 

Established 1961 

ANKARA: Iran summoned the Swiss ambassador
yesterday to condemn what it called an “irrespon-
sible” claim by the US Ambassador to the UN that
Tehran supplied a missile fired at Saudi Arabia
from Yemen on Nov 4, Iran’s Tasnim news agency
reported. The Swiss embassy represents US inter-
ests in Tehran, where Washington has had no mis-
sion since 1980, when Iranian students took 52
Americans hostage for 444 days. “Iran’s strong
protest at (Nikki) Haley’s baseless and provocative
claim was conveyed to the Swiss ambassador,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman Bahram Qasemi was
quoted as saying by Tasnim.

Haley on Thursday presented pieces of what
she said were Iranian weapons supplied to the
Iran-aligned Houthi militia in Yemen, describing it
as conclusive evidence that Tehran was violating
UN resolutions. Iran has denied the claim. Under a
UN resolution that enshrines a nuclear deal
reached between Iran and world powers in 2015,
Tehran is prohibited from supplying, selling or
transferring weapons outside the country unless

approved by the UN Security Council. Washington
acknowledged it could not say precisely when the
weapons were transferred to the Houthis, and, in
some cases, could not say when they were used. 

Saudi-led air strikes 
Meanwhile, the UN human rights spokesman

said yesterday that air strikes by the Saudi-led mili-
tary coalition in Yemen have killed at least 136 civil-
ians and non-combatants since Dec 6. Other UN
officials said the coalition was maintaining tight
restrictions on ships reaching Yemen even though 8
million Yemenis are on the brink of famine with the
country relying on imports for the bulk of its food,
fuel and medicine. “We are deeply concerned at the
recent surge in civilian casualties in Yemen as a
result of intensified air strikes by the ... coalition,
following the killing of former president Ali
Abdullah Saleh in Sanaa on Dec 4,” human rights
spokesman Rupert Colville told a news briefing. 

Incidents verified by the UN human rights
office included seven air strikes on a prison in the

Shaub district of Sanaa on Dec 13 that killed at
least 45 detainees thought to be loyal to President
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi, who is backed by
Saudi Arabia. “One can assume that was a mistake,
they weren’t intending to kill prisoners from their
own side,” Colville said. “It’s an illustration of lack
of due precaution.” Other air strikes killed 14 chil-
dren and six adults in a farmhouse in Hodeidah
governorate on Dec 15, as well as a woman and
nine children returning from a wedding party in
Marib governorate on Dec 16, he said.

Air strikes verified by the UN rights office in
Sanaa, Saada, Hodeidah and Taiz governorates also
injured 87 civilians. “If in a specific event due pre-
caution is not taken or civilians are deliberately
targeted, that can easily be a war crime,” Colville
said. It is up to a court to make a ruling, he said,
but there had been so many similar incidents in
Yemen, it would be hard to conclude war crimes
had not taken place. 

Yesterday Saudi air defenses intercepted a
ballistic missile fired towards the capital Riyadh

JOHANNESBURG: ANC ruling party’s newly elected president Cyril Ramaphosa arrives to
take part in the fourth day of the party’s annual national conference yesterday. —AFP 

Ramaphosa faces 
battles as head of 
South Africa’s ANC
JOHANNESBURG: South African deputy president Cyril
Ramaphosa faced wide-ranging challenges yesterday after
being elected to lead South Africa’s ruling party as it grapples
with corruption allegations and disunity. He narrowly won the
vote to become head of the African National Congress (ANC)
on Monday after a bruising race that exposed rifts within the
organization that led the fight against apartheid. Thousands of
raucous Ramaphosa supporters sang and chanted in the con-
ference hall as rival backers of defeated candidate Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma appeared dejected.

The victory puts Ramaphosa in line to succeed President
Jacob Zuma, whose reign has been plagued by corruption
scandals, a slowing economy and anger at the once-omnipo-
tent ANC. Zuma, who faces prosecution for alleged fraud, is
now predicted to step down as national president next year
after ruling since 2009.  “He is unlikely to hold out until the end
of his term... as this will damage the party ahead of the 2019
election,” political risk consultancy Eurasia said. “Zuma is thus
likely to end his tenure sometime in the second half of 2018.”

Poisoned chalice?
Ramaphosa is set to enjoy a brief honeymoon period-the

rand currency rose four percent against the dollar, suggest-
ing investor confidence in the wealthy former businessman,
before pairing gains. But he still faces unenviable challenges
on public sector cuts to control the ballooning budget and
how to battle Zuma-era corruption.  

Political analyst Richard Calland warned that Ramaphosa
would be constrained by allies of Zuma who were also elect-
ed into top ANC positions on Monday’s vote. “The winner
has inherited a mixed blessing, possibly a poisoned chalice,”
Calland said. “It’s going to be very difficult for him to maneu-

ver, he’ll have to reach compromise at every step.” A vast
image of the ANC’s new leader was unfurled as long
applause and loud singing greeted the election result at the
party conference venue outside Johannesburg.  Outside the
hall, ANC supporters blocked a road leading to the confer-
ence centre, dancing and singing party songs.

Ramaphosa is due to make his first speech as leader
today as the conference draws to a close. Zuma was seen as
backing the campaign of Dlamini-Zuma, his former wife,
allegedly to try to secure protection from prosecution after
he leaves office.  

The ANC, which has ruled since 1994 when Nelson
Mandela won the first multi-racial vote, could struggle to
retain its grip on power in the 2019 election due to falling
public support.”I hope you will cooperate with the new
leadership... as we move to the 2019 elections,” Baleka
Mbete, outgoing party chairwoman, told nearly 5,000 del-
egates who voted for the new ANC leadership.

Frustration at ANC
Ramaphosa, 65, is a former trade unionist leader who led

talks to end white-minority rule in the early 1990s and then
became a multi-millionaire businessman before returning to
politics. He is often accused of failing to confront Zuma while
serving as his deputy since 2014. “Ramaphosa will work to
bring back the principles of liberal politics in the party,”
Amanda Gouws, politics professor at Stellenbosch University
said.  “The outcome of the vote was not easy to call. What is
at stake here is unity-the new leaders need to forge unity
and rebuild the image of the party.”

Soaring unemployment and state corruption have fuelled
frustration at the ANC among millions of poor black South
Africans who face dire housing, inadequate education and
continuing racial inequality.”Our people are not happy with
the state of the ANC,” Zuma said as he stepped down as
party chief at the conference, blaming perceptions of being
“soft on corruption, self-serving and arrogant.” The party
recorded its worst-ever results in last year’s local elections
and will face threats from the centre-right Democratic
Alliance and radical left Economic Freedom Fighters parties
at the 2019 poll.—AFP

SULAIMANIYAH: Protesters in Iraqi Kurdistan
torched a mayor’s office and stormed a ruling party
building yesterday as anger raged for a second day
over the disastrous fallout from an independence
vote. The September referendum delivered a
resounding “yes” for independence but drew
sweeping reprisals from Baghdad which dealt a
heavy blow to the autonomous region’s already
flagging economy. In its second largest city
Sulaimaniyah, security forces fired in the air to dis-
perse demonstrators marching on the central Saray
Square, an AFP correspondent reported.
Roadblocks sprang up across the city on major
roads and around the offices of the main political
parties.

Sulaimaniyah is a bastion of opposition to former
regional president Massoud Barzani, who organized
the independence vote, but all five of the region’s

main political parties saw their offices attacked on
Monday. Protests were also held in the Sulaimaniyah
province towns of Rania and Kifri, and in Halabja and
Koysinjaq in neighboring Arbil province. In Koysinjaq,
demonstrators set fire to the mayor’s office, while in
Kifri hundreds stormed the offices of Barzani’s
Kurdistan Democratic Party after pelting the building
with stones, witnesses said.

“You’re incapable-incapable of defending the
disputed areas and incapable of ruling the
Kurdistan region,” one demonstrator shouted. The
disputed areas are a large swathe of historically
Kurdish-majority territory outside the autonomous
region that Kurdish leaders have long wanted to
incorporate in it. The Kurds took control of many of
them during the fightback against the Islamic State
group from 2014. But after the independence refer-
endum, federal forces retook nearly all of them,
including the large city of Kirkuk and its nearby
oilfields, which accounted for a major part of the
autonomous government’s revenues.

‘Against all’   
After his gamble on the referendum backfired

spectacularly, Barzani announced he was stepping
down in late October. Legislative and presidential

elections in the region due on November 1 were
postponed because of the turmoil. Prime minister
Nechirvan Barzani, the ex-president’s nephew, has
pledged to hold the polls over the next three
months.

Issam Al-Fayli, professor of political science at
Baghdad’s Mustansiriya University, said the explo-
sion of anger was directed against the political status
quo that has dominated Iraqi Kurdistan for years.
“These demonstrations are targeting all politicians
because the people believe that they make them live
without justice,” he said. “This is the first time that
there are demonstrations against all Kurdish figures
across the board and I believe that we are headed for
a radical change as there is currently no politician
capable of leading.”

Residents in the regional capital Arbil said that
salaries have been slashed since September and that
the price of kerosene for heating has reached new
highs. There are only four hours of electricity each
day and many people are unable to cover the costs of
running generators, they said. The federal govern-
ment appears to be giving short shrift to the worsen-
ing economic crunch facing the Kurds, with Baghdad
looking to cut the share of the national budget allo-
cated to the region from 17 to 12.6 percent. —AFP

Protests rock
Iraqi Kurdistan
for second day

but there were no reports of casualties, the
coalition said, the latest in a series of attacks
by the Iran-aligned Houthi group in Yemen.
The restrictions on access to Yemen imposed
by the coalition became a total blockade on
Nov 6 though conditions were eased on Nov

25 to allow aid ships and some commercial
cargoes to reach the shattered Arabian
Peninsula country. The UN World Food
Program has brought in enough food for 1.8
million people for two months, but far more
is needed.—Agencies 


