
PITTSBURGH: Ondrej Pavelec stopped 41 shots while
filling in for late scratch Henrik Lundqvist to help the
New York Rangers to a 4-3 victory over the Pittsburgh
Penguins on Tuesday night. Boo Nieves, Jesper Fast,
Mats Zuccarello and Pavel Buchnevich scored in sup-
port of Pavelec, who drew the spot start because
Lundqvist had the flu. Buchnevich provided the game-
winner when his centering pass deflected off
Pittsburgh’s Kris Letang and by Tristan Jarry 11:12 into
the third period. Phil Kessel picked up his team-high
13th goal for the Penguins. Conor Sheary added his
ninth and Patric Hornqvist his 11th for Pittsburgh, which
saw its season-high four-game winning streak snapped.
Jarry finished with 25 saves but could only watch the
puck smack off Letang’s
stick and flutter by to
give the Rangers the lead
for good. Penguins cap-
tain Sidney Crosby was
held scoreless as his
streak of five straight
multipoint games ended.

DEVILS 4, BLUE
JACKETS 1

Stefan Noesen, Taylor
Hall and Jesper Bratt
each had a goal and an
assist, and Cory
Schneider made 41 saves to lift New Jersey over
Columbus. Travis Zajac also scored and rookie Nico
Hischier had two assists for the Devils, one of several
teams tussling with Columbus for first place in the
rugged Metropolitan Division with a third of the season
in the books. Schneider was outstanding in earning his
100th win with New Jersey during his fifth season with
the franchise. Nick Foligno scored and Sergei
Bobrovsky had 32 saves for the Blue Jackets, who lost
their second straight. The NHL’s worst power play went
0 for 6.

LIGHTNING 6, ISLANDERS 2
Yanni Gourde scored two of Tampa Bay’s three

goals late in the second period against New York. After
the Islanders dominated the first 16 minutes of the sec-
ond, Gourde had a power-play rebound goal at 16:22
and then gave Tampa Bay a 4-2 lead 1:34 later on
another rebound effort. The Lightning’s top-ranked
power play extended the advantage to three when
Vladislav Namestnikov scored 50 seconds after
Gourde’s second of the game. Tampa Bay also got goals
from Brayden Point, Andrej Sustr and Chris Kunitz, and
Andrei Vasilevskiy made 29 saves. The Atlantic Division
leaders are 11-2-1 at home. Mathew Barzal and Jordan
Eberle scored for the Islanders, who had won eight of
10. Thomas Griess stopped 28 shots.

RED WINGS 5, JETS 1
Justin Abdelkader and Gustav Nyquist scored in a

dominant first period for Detroit, and the Red Wings
snapped a seven-game slide with a victory over
Winnipeg. Fresh off a 10-1 loss at Montreal on
Saturday, the Red Wings outshot Winnipeg 16-3 in the
opening period and took a 2-0 lead. They put the game
away with three more goals in the third. The Jets, who
entered tied for the NHL lead in points, managed only a
second-period goal by Patrik Laine on a two-man

advantage. The Red Wings answered in the third with
goals by Nyquist, Darren Helm and David Booth.

PREDATORS 5, STARS 2
Juuse Saros made a career-high 43 saves and his

Nashville teammates scored four times in the second
period as the Predators cooled off Dallas. Nashville has
won three in a row and is 8-1-1 in its last 10 games. The
Stars had won five straight and seven of eight. Saros
has won both his career starts against Dallas, totaling
73 saves. He has played 28 NHL games over three sea-
sons. Stars goalie Ben Bishop allowed three goals on 15
shots before Kari Lehtonen replaced him 4:26 into the
second period. Lehtonen finished with 15 saves and

gave up two goals. Kevin
Fiala scored on a first-
period power play for
the Predators. Cody
McLeod, Pontus Aberg,
Kyle Turris and Calle
Jarnkrok added the sec-
ond-period goals.
Stephen Johns and Jamie
Oleksiak scored for
Dallas in the third.

BLUES 4, 
CANADIENS 3

Brayden Schenn
scored three goals and St. Louis ended a three-game
skid by beating Montreal. Scottie Upshall also scored
for the Blues, who outshot the Canadiens 30-25 and
had the edge in play for most of the game. Upshall and
Schenn scored seven seconds apart early in the second
period, one second off the club record. Shea Weber
scored twice and Jordie Benn had a goal for Montreal,
which had won five in a row. Canadiens goalie Carey
Price lost for the first time in six games since returning
from a lower-body injury. 

SABRES 4, AVALANCHE 2
Jack Eichel had a goal and two assists, Evander

Kane broke a third-period tie and Buffalo beat
Colorado to stop a four-game skid. Benoit Pouliot
and John McCabe each had a goal and an assist for
the Sabres, who managed only one goal in the previ-
ous four games. Robin Lehner stopped 35 shots.
Nathan MacKinnon scored both goals and Semyon
Varlamov made 31 saves for Colorado, which has lost
three straight. The Avalanche finished their homes-
tand 1-4 after Kane scored the winner on a 4-on-4 at
11:54 of the third period. Eichel added an empty-net
goal to seal it.

KINGS 5, WILD 2
Marian Gaborik scored two third-period goals to

lead Los Angeles past Minnesota for its sixth straight
victory. His second goal gave Gaborik 400 for his
career. It came off an assist from Anze Kopitar, the
500th of his career. Jake Muzzin, Adrian Kempe and
Kopitar also scored for the Kings. Jonathan Quick made
19 saves. Charlie Coyle and Tyler Ennis scored for the
Wild. Devan Dubnyk stopped 23 shots.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, DUCKS 3, SO
Alex Tuch scored the game-winning goal in the first

shootout at Vegas, and Malcolm Subban stopped all

three attempts he faced during the tiebreaker as the
Golden Knights topped Anaheim. The expansion
Golden Knights improved to 6-1 in overtime games,
including 5-0 at home. James Neal, Oscar Lindberg and
Erik Haula scored in regulation for Vegas. Subban made
26 saves. The Ducks got three straight goals in the sec-
ond period from Francois Beauchemin, Antoine
Vermette and Corey Perry to take a 3-2 lead. Haula tied
it with a little more than four minutes left in the third.
John Gibson stopped 40 shots for Anaheim.

CANUCKS 3, HURRICANES 0
Jacob Markstrom made 30 saves for his first NHL

shutout and Vancouver blanked Carolina. Derrick
Pouliot had a goal and two assists. Nikolay Goldobin
and Thomas Vanek also scored for the Canucks, who
have won three straight. The Hurricanes dropped the
opener of a six-game road trip, their longest of the sea-
son.  They have lost 10 consecutive games at Rogers
Arena (0-7-3), where they last won in October 1999.
Scott Darling stopped 19 shots for Carolina. — AP
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Minus ill Lundqvist, Rangers 
find way to edge Penguins 4-3

NHL results/standings

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Nashville 18 7 3 92 80 39
St. Louis 18 8 2 92 75 38
Winnipeg 17 7 4 95 76 38
Dallas 16 11 1 86 81 33
Minnesota 13 11 3 80 82 29
Chicago 12 10 5 82 73 29
Colorado 12 12 2 81 86 26

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 18 8 3 90 63 39
Las Vegas 17 9 1 94 85 35
Vancouver 14 10 4 78 77 32
San Jose 14 10 2 66 61 30
Calgary 14 12 1 80 88 29
Anaheim 11 11 6 75 86 28
Edmonton 11 14 2 78 92 24
Arizona 7 18 5 73 104 19

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 19 6 2 101 69 40
Toronto 17 10 1 99 84 35
Montreal 13 13 3 81 90 29
Boston 12 9 4 69 73 28
Detroit 11 12 5 79 91 27
Ottawa 9 10 6 74 86 24
Florida 10 13 4 79 93 24
Buffalo 7 17 4 60 96 18

Metropolitan Division
New Jersey 16 7 4 84 81 36
Columbus 17 10 1 80 70 35
NY Islanders 16 9 2 101 92 34
Washington 16 11 1 84 84 33
Pittsburgh 15 11 3 86 95 33
NY Rangers 15 10 2 91 81 32
Carolina 11 10 5 72 80 27
Philadelphia 9 11 7 75 83 25
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the stand-
ings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

Vancouver 3, Carolina 0; Las Vegas 4, Anaheim 3 (SO); Los Angeles 5, Minnesota 2; Buffalo 4, Colorado 2; Nashville 5, Dallas 2; NY
Rangers 4, Pittsburgh 3; St. Louis 4, Montreal 3; Detroit 5, Winnipeg 1; Tampa Bay 6, NY Islanders 2; New Jersey 4, Columbus 1.

Schneider stops 41 shots as Devils beat Blue Jackets 
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PITTSBURGH: Sidney Crosby #87 of the Pittsburgh Penguins battles for the puck with Ryan McDonagh #27 of
the New York Rangers during the second period at PPG PAINTS Arena in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. — AFP
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BAGHDAD: Mohammed Dawood, the Iraqi
football prodigy, is much more just an idol in
his own country. The 17-year-old is the lone
Arab on a recent list of budding global tal-
ents.  Just two years ago, the Baghdad-born
teenager, a huge fan of Spanish football, was-
n’t thinking of one day rubbing shoulders with
the world’s elite.  But his three goals-of the
five scored by Iraq-at this year’s Under-17
World Cup in India changed all that.

British newspaper The Guardian ranked
Dawood among its top 60 aspiring young
stars from around the world, with the young-
ster standing out as the only player from an
Arab nation. That distinction makes him “very
proud”, Dawood, still coming to terms with
his sudden celebrity status, tells AFP. “I hope
to measure up to this selection,” he adds, his
brow concealed by thick locks of black hair.

TOP SCORER IN ASIA 
In the autumn of 2016, Dawood shot to

international prominence with a series of out-
standing displays that fuelled Iraq’s triumph
at the Asian Under-16 Championship. Three
of his tournament-leading six goals came in a
semi-final victory over Japan, with Iraq lifting
the trophy for the first time after Dawood
converted the winning penalty in the shootout
in the final against neighbours Iran.

“Coaches are interested in me,” Dawood
says of the attention his starring performanc-
es have generated. “But you don’t become a
star just like that.  Football requires sweat and
patience and success doesn’t happen without
working hard.”

Dawood credits Qahtan al-Rubaye, the

coach of Iraq’s Under-17s, for his rapid rise.
“It’s thanks to him that I am where I am
today,” he tells AFP on the sidelines of a
training session. In 2015, Rubaye saw
Dawood play with Al-Khutoot, a second-
division club in Baghdad. Shortly after that,
the coach asked that the youngster to join his
team. “He surprised me because the coaches
in general focus on the young talents at big
clubs,” said Dawood.  

The coach doesn’t regret his decision. “I’m
confident when he’s on the pitch. He is gifted
and he knows how to score goals,” Rubaye
says. “He’s going to become one of the best
players. I’m proud of him and for having
selected him.” It’s up to others now to make
the same choice, says Rubaye, who is hoping
his protege will be recruited by an interna-
tional club where he can further his develop-
ment. Last year, Dawood signed a deal for
three seasons with Al-Naft of Baghdad, who
finished second in the Iraqi league last term.

Hassan Ahmed, his coach at Naft, had no
qualms designating the teenager a chief
focal point of the team. “He is good at scor-
ing, but he also knows how to create oppor-
tunities,” he said.

SCHOOL OR SPORT? 
Following his return from India, Dawood

received a considerable boost to his initial
$1,500 salary, enabling him to help provide
for a family in which he is the youngest of six
siblings. After relying on taxi fares his elder
brother earned to help make ends meet,
Dawood-now earning close to $10,000 a
month-can ably support those dearest to him.
Money, Rubaye says, is a real concern for
young Iraqi players. “The majority of them
don’t have any income. Several join clubs to
guarantee themselves a wage while others
only get their expenses paid when travelling
abroad,” he explains.

“I chose football and I hope I will gain
what I’ve lost by stopping my  studies,” says
Dawood, who still recalls the first games he
played as a child at a small neighbourhood
ground. Over the years football has increas-

ingly consumed his time and energy, forcing
him to choose between sport and school. His
club coach insists it is a choice which will pay
off handsomely because “we have never seen
a player who has already reached this level by
the age of 17”.  “He’s the future number one of
football in Iraq,” adds Ahmed. —AFP
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BAGHDAD: Iraqi striker Mohammed
Dawood attends a training at a stadi-
um in Baghdad on October 24, 2017.
The 17-year-old football prodigy has
been listed by The Guardian as one
of the world’s 60 most promising
young players. — AFP

NEW DELHI: Steve Coppell said he did
not want his Indian Super League side
Jamshedpur FC to play in smog-tainted
Delhi yesterday but insisted the players
would not wear masks if the game goes
ahead.  The former England winger said
medical authorities must decide whether
the evening game against Delhi Dynamos
should take place but “common sense
should prevail”.

“If you are asking ‘Would I want to play
in it?’, I don’t think so,” the former Crystal
Palace and Reading boss said ahead of the
game in the Indian capital last evening. As
of early evening it was scheduled to go
ahead.  Controversy is growing about
sport in the city amid pollution that has
reached hazardous levels this week.

Coppell, now with his second ISL team,
was in charge of Kerala Blasters last year
when they played against Delhi in
November. Levels of the most harmful air-
borne pollutants hit an alarming 500 at
that time.  Ahead of Wednesday’s game, the
reading stood just below 150, still consid-
ered unhealthy and eight times over the
World Health Organization safe level.

Coppell said that over the past year,
“there has been exactly the same commen-
tary about doing something about it and
nothing has happened.  “Last year I said
after the game I don’t think games should
be scheduled at that particular time in
Delhi,” he said.

While some Delhi players have been
training in masks, as some Sri Lankan
cricketers donned during a Test match this
week, Coppell said this would not be pos-
sible in a football match.

“It would be very difficult to play foot-
ball in a mask. I appreciate it can be done
at a cricket match. You have the contrast as
the cricket is there all day and you have
got the football, which is intense over a
shorter period of time.”

Sri Lanka players wore masks while
fielding in the Test that ended in a draw on
Wednesday. Players from both sides vom-
ited during the game.  Indian cricket
authorities played down the pollution
threat, but spectators at the game were
concerned. 

“I don’t think players will agree to come
here if they don’t get the pollution under
control,” said Australian tourist Sariska
Neale, who was at the Test yesterday.
“We’ve travelled Asia a lot in the last few
years and it’s the worst place we’ve ever
been.” She added: “If you’re not used to it I
think it can really affect your health. So I
don’t think it was something the (Sri
Lanka) team was putting on.  I don’t know
if Australia would agree to come and play
out here if it’s that hard.”

Indian fan Pragyan Chaturvedi said his
eyes had hurt on Sunday when the pollu-
tion alert started rising. “So I don’t see the
Sri Lankan players acting at all. There was
this effect of pollution,” he said. —AFP
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