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LONDON: A 20-year-old man appeared in court yester-
day charged with plotting to assassinate British Prime
Minister Theresa May in a bomb and knife attack.
Naa’imur Zakariyah Rahman is accused of planning an
explosion outside May’s Downing Street office then trying
to enter the building with a suicide vest and a knife in a bid
to kill her. State prosecutor Mark Carroll said Rahman
planned to detonate an improvised explosive device at the
Downing Street gates, then, in the ensuing chaos, try to
enter the building “with a view to trying to kill the prime
minister”. He planned to use a suicide vest, pepper spray
and a knife, Carroll told
Westminster Magistrates
Court in London.

Rahman had carried
out hostile reconnaissance
of the area as part of his
preparation, it is alleged.
Rahman is charged with
preparing terrorist acts
and also with assisting
another man, Mohammad
Aqib Imran, to prepare
separate terror acts. He
appeared in court along-
side Imran, 21, who is
accused of trying to join the Islamic State jihadist terror
group by trying to obtain a fake passport with a view to
travelling to Libya. The men were arrested on November
28. Rahman spoke only to confirm his name and date of
birth. He said he was of no fixed abode and said his nation-
ality was “Bangladeshi British. I’m Bangladeshi.” Imran said
he was “Pakistani British”.

They both appeared wearing grey tracksuits. Rahman
had long black hair while Imran had shorter hair and a
beard. Lawyers for the pair gave no indication of their plea

on their first court appearance so not guilty pleas were
formally registered.  The hearing lasted under 10 minutes.
Chief Magistrate Emma Arbuthnot remanded Rahman and
Imran in custody to appear for a short hearing at England’s
Old Bailey central criminal court on December 20. The
court appearance came a day after Home Secretary Amber
Rudd told parliament that 22 Islamist terror plots had been
thwarted since the killing of a British soldier on a London
street by two Islamist extremists in 2013. 

Picture of Prince George 
Meanwhile, a British

man posted a picture of
Prince George, 4, and the
address of his London
school as part of a series
of possible targets for
Islamist militants, a court
heard yesterday. Husnain
Rashid, 31, is accused of
posting information on the
Telegram messaging serv-
ice to encourage jihadis to
carry out attacks along
with information to help
them with possible targets

such as stadia.  Prosecutor Rebecca Mundy told London’s
Westminster Magistrates Court that this included posting
a picture of Prince George, son of Queen Elizabeth’s
grandson Prince William and Kate and destined to be the
future king, next to a silhouette of a jihadi fighter.

The post included the address of his school in south-
west London which he started attending in September and
was accompanied with the caption “even the royal family
will not be left alone”, the court heard. Rashid, from
Nelson in Lancashire, northern England, is charged with

preparing terrorism acts, which involved plans to travel to
Syria to engage in fighting, and preparing to assist others
to commit terrorist acts. He did not apply for bail and indi-

cated he would plead not guilty to the charges. He was
remanded in custody until Dec 20 when he will appear at
London’s Old Bailey central criminal court.—Agencies  

Police thwart plot to kill 
British Prime Minister May

Terror suspects target PM’s Downing Street office 

News in brief

Colonial-era massacre
AMRITSAR: London’s first Asian-origin mayor Sadiq
Khan said the British government should apologize for a
colonial-era massacre in India as he visited the site yes-
terday. The 1919 Jallianwala Bagh massacre, in which
British troops opened fire on thousands of unarmed pro-
testers in the city of Amritsar, remains an enduring scar of
British colonial rule over the subcontinent. The then
British prime minister David Cameron described it as
deeply shameful when he visited the memorial in the
northern state of Punjab during a 2013 trip to India, but
stopped short of an apology. Writing in the visitors’ book,
Khan said it had been “incredibly moving” to see the site
of the massacre, calling it a tragedy that should never be
forgotten. “It is time for the British government to finally
apologize,” he wrote. “Our thoughts are with all those
who died.” Colonial-era records show about 400 people
died when soldiers opened fire on men, women and chil-
dren in the enclosed area, but Indian figures put the toll at
closer to 1,000. 

Yemeni women protest 
SANAA: Yemeni women held rare protests in Sanaa yes-
terday, demanding that the capital’s rebel authorities hand
over the body of slain ex-president Ali Abdullah Saleh.
Around 20 women, dressed head to toe in black, did not
hide their loyalty to the leader of three decades, who was
killed by the Iran-backed rebels on Monday after their
uneasy alliance collapsed. “There is no God but God and
the martyr is a friend of God,” they shouted in front of the
Saleh mosque, the largest in the capital and named for the
former president. The rebels dispersed the protest but
video footage of the women fleeing the scene was posted
on social media. A second group of women gathered in
front of Sanaa military hospital, shouting: “The people
want the remains of the leader,” witnesses said. It was
unclear yesterday whether the Houthis had already buried
Saleh’s body.  

China slams Australia 
SYDNEY: Beijing accused Australia yesterday of stirring
“anti-China hysteria” after Canberra proposed a suite of
foreign interference laws, labeling comments by some
government officials as irresponsible. Prime Minister
Malcom Turnbull on Tuesday announced wide-ranging
reforms to tackle rising concerns of foreign interference,
noting “disturbing reports” about Chinese influence. That
came after Turnbull ordered an inquiry in June in the wake
of media revelations that the nation’s spy agency had
warned the country’s political elite two years ago about
taking donations from two billionaires with links to the
Chinese Communist Party. The Chinese embassy in
Canberra issued a furious response to the proposed laws
yesterday, saying Australian media had “repeatedly fabri-
cated” stories about “so-called” Chinese infiltration in
Australia. “Those reports, which were made up out of thin
air and filled with cold war mentality and ideological bias,
reflected a typical anti-China hysteria and (are) para-
noid,” an embassy spokesperson said in a statement. 

Cyclone death toll hits 41
JAKARTA: A tropical cyclone that pounded Indonesia’s
main island of Java has killed 41 people, the country’s dis-
aster agency said yesterday, more than double the initial
toll, with tens of thousands displaced by severe flooding
and landslides. Among the victims of Cyclone Cempaka
were 25 people killed by a single landslide in east Java
last week, the agency said. The initial cyclone death toll
was 19. Some 28,000 people have been displaced by the
storm, which hit Indonesia’s most populous island last
week. “Almost five thousand homes have been damaged
and more than three thousand others were inundated by
flooding,” said agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo
Nugroho. The destruction from the cyclone came as the
rumbling Mount Agung volcano on the neighboring resort
island of Bali threatened to erupt, forcing tens of thou-
sands to flee their homes. 

California hit 
once more by 
devastating
infernos
SANTA PAULA: More than a thousand
firefighters were struggling to contain a
wind-whipped brush fire in southern
California on Tuesday that has left at least
one person dead, sent thousands fleeing,
and was choking the area with thick black
smoke. The Ventura County Fire
Department said more than 27,000 people
had been told to evacuate as the fast-mov-
ing fire in the coastal county north of Los
Angeles grew to 45,000 acres. More than
150 homes and businesses had already
been destroyed.

California Governor Jerry Brown
declared a state of emergency over the
area, announcing: “This fire is very danger-
ous and spreading rapidly. “It’s critical res-
idents stay ready and evacuate immediate-
ly if told to do so.” The northern part of
Los Angeles county was engulfed in thick
smoke, leaving the air almost unbreathable
as ash fell on the streets. Mayor Eric
Garcetti warned residents to remain vigi-
lant for fresh outbreaks.

“This is an extreme weather event and
these winds can spread embers far and/or
kick small new fires up quickly. We expect
five days of this,” he tweeted. A Red Cross

evacuation center which had hosted 600
people Monday night was expecting that
number to rise to around a thousand by
Tuesday, spokesman Fred Mariscal said.
Lexus Deloni, a 20-year-old caregiver who
had brought her two young girls, aged one
and two, said she had only 45 minutes to
evacuate after returning home from a 12-
hour shift in the city of Ojai, an hour-and-
a-half drive from LA. “I’m making sure they
are eating, drinking, having fun, playing
with them,” she said, as a man dressed as
Santa Claus arrived, much to the delight of
the youngsters.

Apocalyptic images 
Prospects for containment depended on

improving weather conditions. “Really,
Mother Nature is going to decide when we
have the ability to put it out,” Ventura
County Fire Chief Mark Lorenzen told a
news conference. Strong seasonal gusts
known as the Santa Ana winds had regis-
tered speeds of up to 55 miles per hour
(80 kilometers per hour), the National
Weather Service said, predicting they
could hit upwards of 80 miles per hour.
“The fire is pushing quickly towards the
city of Ventura,” Lorenzen said, and has
reached the eastern city limits. The ocean-
side city has a population of around
100,000.

The fire chief said one death had been
reported. “As the individual was evacuating
from the fire, the car overturned,” he said.
Authorities said more than 1,000 firefight-
ers were currently fighting the “Thomas
Fire”-a blaze captured in apocalyptic
images with flames sometimes taking on
the appearance of a volcanic eruption.

“Fixed wing aircraft and helicopters are
expected to attack the fire at daybreak,”
the Ventura County website said. Two oth-
er large blazes broke out Tuesday-the
Creek Fire, which has so far swallowed
11,000 acres and the more contained Rye
fire, spread over 1,000 acres.

Tinder dry 
The NWS put a “red flag” warning into

effect for much of Los Angeles and Ventura
counties through Thursday, saying the
coming days would likely see “the
strongest and longest duration Santa Ana

wind event we have seen so far this sea-
son.” Lorenzen said the fire was consuming
dry brush. “It’s heavy brush, brush that
hasn’t burned in 15 to 20 years,” he said.

“And it’s been a five, six-year drought
so the fuel is just tinder dry and just as ripe
as can be for fire spread.” Roads in the
northern part of Los Angeles meanwhile
were packed with traffic as firetrucks raced
towards the flames, while several sections
of highways were closed. Widespread
power outages had hit a quarter of a mil-
lion people as well as forcing the closure of
20 schools. —AFP

Lagos looks to 
the water to beat 
traffic gridlock
LAGOS: Idris Anjorin believes his life changed in 2009
when he turned up for work-late as usual-distracted and
stressed after more than three hours stuck in Lagos traffic.
“I wasn’t happy I came late again. A coworker who noticed
my mood advised me to try a boat ride,” the retired banker
told AFP. “The next day, I arrived at Bayeku jetty at 6:00
am and within an hour I had made it to the office. That was
a turning point in my life.” Bayeku is one of several ferry
terminals run by private boat operators in the Ikorodu area
of Lagos, some 40 kilometers by road to Anjorin’s old
office on Victoria Island.

Making a 20-minute boat trip across the lagoon seems
an obvious way to avoid the monster traffic jams for which
Nigeria’s biggest city and commercial hub is famous. But for
a variety of reasons-from the safety of boats to funding and
infrastructure-the sector has not been developed to its full
potential.  Now, Lagos state governor Akinwunmi Ambode
wants to change that and introduce water taxis as part of an
integrated transport system to unclog the city’s roads.

“Twenty-five percent of Lagos is water and it is impor-
tant that we put in the right initiatives that can actually
make activities on our waterways thrive,” Ambode said
recently. The state government said the “grand plan” was
“to divert at least two million passengers on the waterways
daily, thereby reducing traffic on the road”. Seven new fer-
ries are set to be bought in the coming months; support will
be given to 70 private firms running boat services; and 10
new operators are to be licensed. Thirty routes are being
identified for dredging while 10 new jetties are being built.

Time-saving
Lagosians used to be able to take the ferry from Mile 2,

on the mainland, to Marina on Lagos Island in the 1980s
and 1990s but no service has run since then. But with more
than 23 million people now living in Lagos state-a figure
growing at a rate of nearly four percent a year-it’s clear
commuting by water has its advantages. A worker in

Ikorodu, for example, will normally spend three hours in a
car to travel to the main business areas of Ikoyi, Victoria
Island and Lagos Island.  By speedboat, the trip takes just
30 minutes. At Bayeku, passengers file in to buy tickets for
the morning commute. All agree that their lives have
improved since ditching their cars.  “I now have more time
for my family,” said Saheed Ayinla, a project manager who
had a long commute to get to his office by 8:00 am until he
started using the boat eight years ago.

“I even look healthier. I don’t have to wake up early and
return home late. My family is very happy that they always
have me around now.  “It’s even cheaper. A trip to Lagos
Island, Lekki, Falomo and CMS/Marina costs 600 naira
($2, 1.4 euros),” he said. Lola Alawode, a chemical engi-
neer, has been using the boat for the last four years
“because it saves time”, but said improvements need to be

made, especially on safety. “The operators do not regularly
service and maintain their boats to ensure they are in good
condition. This puts passengers at risk,” she said. 

Safety concerns
Private boat operators blame poor funding, high oper-

ating costs and a lack of government support for their
inability to develop the sector. “The cost of maintaining
our boats is prohibitive and the government is not doing
enough to assist us,” said Justin Ogunbayo, owner of
Tango Oscar Marine Service.  Ogunbayo launched his firm
in 2012 after 27 years as a merchant ship’s captain. He now
has six boats that transport at least 400 passengers every
day.  “Three of my boats are now grounded and I don’t
have the cash to put them in order,” he said, adding that he
has been unable to get bank loans to cover repairs.—AFP

Series of 
possible 

targets for
Islamist 

militants in UK

LONDON: An armed police carries his automatic weapon as he walks on patrol outside 10 Downing Street
in central London yesterday. Two men have been charged with a plot to kill British Prime Minister
Theresa May. —AFP 

CALIFORNIA: A resident watches as the Creek Fire burns along a hillside near homes in
the Shadow Hills neighborhood of Los Angeles, California. —AFP 

LAGOS: People discuss near abandoned speed boats at Bayeku jetty, Ikorodu district of Lagos, Nigeria’s com-
mercial capital. —AFP 


