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Lawmakers urge premier to avoid
reappointing ‘unwanted’ minister

Sheikh Mohammad likely to be reinstated as cabinet affairs, oil minister
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: A parliamentary delegation asked
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to
avoid including cabinet affairs minister
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah in
the new Cabinet, which is expected to be
declared by early next week. The MPs had
noticed that Sheikh Mohammad participat-
ed in the GCC Summit and also attended a
meeting held two days earlier between for-
eign minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah and the US Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis. “This likely confirms that Sheikh
Mohammad is returning to office,” said
sources familiar with the situation, quoting
the MPs as saying. 

The Cabinet resigned last month in the
aftermath of a grilling motion against
Sheikh Mohammad which ended with a
request for a vote of confidence that was
heavily expected to oust the minister out of
office. According to the sources, over 30
MPs are opposed to his reappointment
even in a different position. The sources
added that reinstating him will be a chal-
lenge to lawmakers and might lead to more
confrontations between the government
and the parliament.

The sources confirmed that Sheikh
Mohammad will be appointed in the same
position in the new Cabinet and that he
might be appointed oil minister as well.
The new Cabinet will likely take the con-
stitutional oath before His Highness the

Amir on Sunday or Monday and attend
the parliament session on Tuesday, the
sources added. 

FATCA
State Audit Bureau sources pointed that

100 percent of Kuwait’s financial establish-
ments are committed to the US Financial
Account Taxes Compliance Act (FATCA),
and that almost the same percentage of
individuals are committed too. The sources
added that the number of dual citizens
renouncing their US citizenships to avoid
FATCA is next to nothing and that US citi-
zens and residents have showed full compli-
ance to the law to avoid legal accountability
in case of evasion. The sources added that
the US Treasury had listed the number of

US citizens in the region and pointed out
that those wishing to evade taxes have no
options. According to unofficial statistics,
the total number of Kuwaitis holding US
citizenship is 7,000, and only 13 of them
have renounced it. 

Camps
Well-informed sources at Kuwait

Municipality said relevant municipality bodies
had licensed around 1,000 camps since Nov
15 in various camping areas, and stressed that
license issuance is still open. The sources
added that KD 350,000 had been collected
so far in fees, including KD 50,000 in
deposits that would be refunded to campers
once the season is over and the camping site
is handed over in good condition. 

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Sabah

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The constitutional court yesterday rejected a
contest filed by the defendants in the Abdali Cell case
against their ruling. The court’s advisory chamber
reviewed the request contesting the verdict over claims
that the article on which it was based was unconstitu-
tional. Notably, the public prosecution had accused a
number of defendants of committing actions jeopardiz-
ing the unity and safety of Kuwait, coordinating with
Iran and Hezbollah to commit hostile acts against
Kuwait, procuring, collecting and possessing explo-
sives, machineguns, firearms, ammunition and tapping
devices   without a license with the aim of using them in
a criminal manner. 

Case dropped
Lawyer of Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem yesterday

dropped the case filed against former MP Abdul
Rahman Al-Anjari, for which the latter had been sen-
tenced to two years in jail with labor.  Meanwhile,
Kuwait International Airport security forces yesterday
arrested a former MP sentenced to prison with labor in
absentia for circulating false information and slander,

while he was trying to leave the country. The suspect
was referred to the criminal court. 

Phone bills
The Ministry of Utilities urged landline subscribers to

pay their phone bills, reminding them that the automated
service cuts for December will soon commence by sending

the first warning on Dec 10, followed by a second on Dec 17
before disconnecting the service on Dec 24. The ministry
explained that the maximum limit at which the system works
is KD 50 for home and KD 100 for commercial landlines, in
addition to subscribers who had not paid their annual sub-
scription for six months. The ministry also reminded that
phone bills are payable at www.moc.kw and www.e.gov.kw. 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait has announced that its minister of
oil Essam Al-Marzouq will be heading the Kuwaiti
delegation at the 99th meeting of the Organization of
Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) on
Sunday. Marzouq will also be representing Kuwait as
OAPEC marks its 50th anniversary in celebrations
sponsored by His Highness the Prime Minister on
Saturday, read a statement by Kuwait’s Ministry of
Oil. As for the meeting’s agenda, the statement
revealed that OAPEC will unveil its estimated budget
and audit for the year 2018, in addition to discussions
over current happenings in the oil industry.
Meanwhile, the statement added that preparations are
well in place for the forthcoming 11th Arab Energy
Conference, while the ministers will also examine
some of OAPEC’s recent activities. The OAPEC meet-
ing comes as the Kuwait-based regional bloc cele-
brates its golden jubilee five decades after its incep-
tion in 1968, the statement pointed out. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of
Kuwait (CBK) recently sponsored a
blood donation campaign organized
by the Capital Governorate in col-
laboration with the Central Blood
Bank under auspices of Capital
Governor retired Lt Gen Thabet Al-
Muhanna. The activity, which was
also co-sponsored by Kuwait BMW
Biking Club, came as part of CBK’s
efforts to sponsor various social
activities, and out of its strong
belief in the values of sponsoring
health awareness activities held by
nongovernmental organizations.

Speaking on the occasion,

Muhanna hailed CBK’s role and
stressed that the campaign was held
to highlight the values of benevo-
lence and humanity through donat-
ing blood to save lives. Meanwhile,

CBK’s assistant manager for public
relations Amani Al-Wer’a said that
the campaign was held as part of
the bank’s social responsibility
activities.
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LOS ANGELES: The Kuwaiti Consulate General in Los
Angeles, California, appealed to all Kuwaiti citizens in the
areas affected by the recent fire in the city to be cautious
and move to safe areas. The consulate stressed in a state-

ment yesterday that all citizens should follow instructions
by local authorities in case of any emergency. The con-
sulate also provided a hot line: 310-310-279-3644 includ-
ing the Consulate’s own phone number: 310-556-0300 or
by post E-mail: info@kuwaitconsulate.org. Local authori-
ties have issued warnings and instructions to evacuate
areas in the vicinity of fires in parts of the forests of Los
Angeles, California, which began to widen due to the
winds of two days ago. Last Monday, thousands in south-
ern California were forced to evacuate their homes as
wildfires moved through at least 45,000 acres of land,
according to authorities. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: In collaboration with the
Hospitality Services Company,
Leaders Group Company for
Consulting and Development is
organizing the Horeca Kuwait 2018
exhibition at Kuwait International
Fairgrounds in Mishref from
January 15-17, 2018.

In this regard, Al-Zad Trading
Group’s Chairman Abdullah Al-
Nafisi, said that Horeca Exhibition
had proved the significance of spe-

cialized exhibitions in promoting
trade exchange amongst compa-
nies, adding that this exhibition
plays a role in highlighting this vital
line that is closely related to the
development and housing projects
as well as touristic plans in Kuwait.
He added that the exhibition would
be the largest gathering of special-
ized individuals under one roof. 

Speaking about his group, Nafisi
said that it is one of the biggest ‘full
line’ suppliers to hotels and restau-
rants in Kuwait. Al-Zad Trading
Group was established in 1994 and
has become one of Kuwait’s largest
suppliers to hotels, restaurants and
catering companies, Nafisi said. He
also noted that the company was
established by the owners of

Kuwait’s five-star hotels and the
support services’ division of Kuwait
Airways (KASCO), and that it is
now the sole agent of international
food brands.
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KUWAIT: The Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects
(KAPP) has appointed a consortium led by WTE
Wassertechnik GmbH Group (WTE) and International
Financial Advisors K.S.C.C (IFA) to implement the Umm
Al-Hayman Wastewater Projects.  KAPP said that Umm

Al-Hayman Project will involve the design, financing,
building (or upgrading / rehabilitation), testing, commis-
sioning, operation, maintenance and transfer of wastewater
treatment plant with a capacity of 500,000 m3/d. It can
be expanded in the future depending on flow ability to
such to a final capacity of 700,000 m3/d).

A Kuwaiti public joint-stock company will be established
to build, operate and manage the project for 25 years
according to a partnership agreement with the Ministry of
Public Works. The project’s objectives include the improve-
ment of the overall state of infrastructure in Kuwait’s water
and wastewater sector; ensuring the standard of sanitary
services in the country adheres to both international and
local environmental guidelines and best practices. — KUNA
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