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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday a letter
of thanks from Qatari Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al
Thani. In the letter, Qatar’s Emir expressed apprecia-
tion of hospitality shown during the GCC 38th summit
Kuwait hosted on Tuesday. He also commended His
Highness the Amir’s efforts to enhance cooperation and
solidarity among the GCC Member States, as well as
reinforcing basis of security and stability in the region.

In addition, Sheikh Tamim stressed that Qatar would
spare no effort pursuing whatever that may serve the
interests of the Gulf peo-
ple, as well as the Arab
and Muslim nations. He
prayed to Allah Almighty
to bless His Highness the
Amir with perpetual well-
being, and to achieve the
aspired progress and
prosperity for Kuwait
under his wise leadership.
In return, His Highness
the Amir sent a cable to
the Qatari Emir thanking
him for his warm senti-
ments, and praying for his
everlasting well-being and prosperity for the Qatari
people, as well as for the entire GCC.

Great pride
His Highness the Amir had received a letter on

Tuesday from His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, in which he con-
gratulated His Highness the Amir on the success of the
GCC Summit. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf said that the
Kuwaiti people felt proud of His Highness the Amir’s
keenness on bolstering the unity and solidarity amongst
the GCC peoples. His Highness the Crown Prince

expressed wishes of good health to His Highness
Sheikh Sabah, hoping that Kuwait would continue to
prosper and flourish.  His Highness the Amir replied by
thanking His Highness the Crown Prince for his good
sentiment on the occasion of the 38th GCC summit. His
Highness the Amir hailed the constructive decisions
which emerged from the summit which he hoped would
consolidate the blessed march of the GCC and to
achieve more accomplishments and prosperity.

His Highness the Crown Prince also congratulated
several state officials on the success of the summit,

thanking them on their
efforts during the event.
His Highness the Crown
Prince wished the offi-
cials evermore success
in future events under
the guidelines of His
Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His
Highness the Crown
Prince sent cables to
Chief of the Kuwait
National Guard (KNG)
Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-

Sabah, Deputy Chief of the KNG Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Minister of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, First Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Defense Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister of the Amiri Diwan Affairs
Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance

Anas Al-Saleh, Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and
Acting Minister of Information Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and Minister of Health
Dr Jamal Al-Harbi.

Receptions
Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir received at

Bayan Palace His Highness the Crown Prince, as well as
His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmed
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber

Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and First Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince received
His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad, His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak, Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled, Deputy Premier and Minister of Defense
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior
Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA

Mattis praises
‘special’ 
relationship
between US,
Kuwait
WASHINGTON: US Secretary of
Defense James Mattis praised Tuesday
the relationship between the US and
Kuwait, saying the relationship
between the US Department of
Defense and the State of Kuwait, the
military of Kuwait, the leadership of
Kuwait “is obviously one that was real-
ly forged in a fight, in a war for the lib-
eration of Kuwait.”

Speaking to reporters en route to
the US, Mattis said “since that time,
there has been a special bilateral rela-
tionship.  We can always count on
them.  It’s a very open, transparent,
honest relationship.” He added that
Kuwait is a “cosmopolitan country and
has been for many years,” saying His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah “is
very big, for example, on education for
his young people. It is a very high pri-
ority. So, they encourage their young
people to go to United Kingdom,
United States.” He reiterated that “it is
a very close relationship,” and that “it’s
a close and very much of a partnership
kind of relationship.”

Meanwhile, the Pentagon chief
affirmed, “for the United States, we

need the GCC structure.  We need the
unity of GCC, in terms of a stabilizing
influence in the Gulf,” reiterating that
the US support His Highness the Amir’s
efforts in this regard, “we applaud what
he’s doing, and we stand with him on
that effort. We are looking for cohesion
in the GCC and the peaceful resolution
of the regional disputes.”

Strategic partnership
In a statement summarizing Mattis’

meeting in Kuwait, chief Pentagon
spokesperson Dana White said that
Mattis expressed appreciation for the
strategic partnership between the US
and Kuwait, and that he thanked His
Highness the Amir “for his nation’s
ongoing support in the fight against the
Islamic State (in) Iraq and Syria, specif-
ically Kuwait’s hospitality in hosting US
and coalition forces based in Kuwait in
support of military operations.”

She added that Mattis “also recog-
nized Kuwait’s critical role in hosting
the Gulf Cooperation Council summit
and mediating the rift among its mem-
ber nations,” adding that he noted the
importance of de-escalating tensions so
all partners in the Gulf region can focus
on the next steps in meeting common
goals.  Earlier this week, Mattis arrived
in Kuwait for a three-day visit and as
part of a regional tour. Mattis also met
with His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
accompanied by His Highness the
Crown Prince Shiekh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace.
Mattis conveyed greetings and appreci-
ation on behalf of US President Donald
Trump and his wishes to His Highness
the Amir good health, and prosperity to
the people of Kuwait. — KUNA

Premier meets
FIFA chief 
after football
ban lifted 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received at Bayan Palace yesterday the visit-
ing FIFA President Gianni Infantino and a del-
egation accompanying him. Joined by Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting
Minister of Information Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Sabah as well as Minister of
Commerce and Industry and Acting Minister
of State for Youth Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan,
His Highness the Prime Minister credited His
Highness the Amir for his efforts to ensure that
a two-year ban imposed on Kuwait’s football
federation is ultimately lifted.  He said the lift-
ing of the ban on the national football team
was the culmination of a struggle on the part
of the government to make sure that Kuwaiti
footballers are allowed to play at international
venues again.

His Highness the Premier  cited a newly-
drafted and FIFA-approved sports law as a
catalyst that set in motion FIFA’s decision to
lift the suspension on the Kuwaiti football
team. The encounter was attended by the
head of His Highness the Prime Minister’s
Diwan Sheikha Itimad Al-Sabah and the
Deputy Director General of the Public
Authority for Sports Dr Humoud Flaiteh.

National achievement
Earlier yesterday, Roudhan congratulated

the country’s political leadership and people
on lifting the suspension of Kuwaiti football
activity officially by FIFA and welcomed the
visit by Infantino to Kuwait. “I extend my sin-
cere congratulations to His Highness the Amir

and his Crown Prince and to the Kuwaiti peo-
ple on such occasion,” the minister said in a
press statement. The minister also recalled the
role of senior political leadership and support
throughout the period of endeavors that cul-
minated finally in this national achievement.

“The support and guidance of His Highness
the Amir has been a driving force for exerting
such tremendous work to resolve this complex
issue,” Roudhan said adding, “nothing would
have been made without the direct support of
His Highness the Amir and the support of His
Highness the Crown Prince, to reach what we
have reached today.” Roudhan thanked all
those who participated in the efforts to reach
this auspicious day for Kuwait and the Kuwaiti
people. He also thanked efforts exerted by
Parliament Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem,
which were very critical and cannot be
ignored, especially the tools and constitutional
procedures that have been activated and
amended recently, and the adoption of the
new sports laws.

Tremendous efforts
Roudhan added that “the tremendous

efforts exerted by the Speaker was certainly a
uniting efforts along with His Highness the
Prime Minister, and his government which
went over every detail step by step until we

got back rightfully.
“I would also like to thank the distin-

guished members of parliament, especially the
members of the Youth and Sports Committee,
who were keen to reach this result today,”
Roudhan added. “The people of Kuwait have
the right to rejoice after the lift, we whole
heartedly miss being in international competi-
tions, and we hope to see Kuwait’s flag back
again shining high in the skies of international
forums,” he said. — KUNA

FIFA President Gianni Infantino, Minister of Commerce and Industry and Acting Minister of Youth
Affairs Khaled Al-Roudhan, and Acting Director of Public Authority for Sports (PAS) pose for a
group photo with young athletes during a tour at Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium
yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets
with FIFA President Gianni Infantino. —KUNA

Today last day
for NBK
Walkathon
registration 
KUWAIT: Today is the last day for
National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
walkathon registration. The Walkathon
will be held on Saturday. The Registration
Center, located next to the Scientific
Center, will be open for its last day from
1:00 pm until 10:00 pm. 

NBK Group CEO Issam J Al-Sager,
NBK- Kuwait CEO Salah Yousef Al-Fulaij
and NBK- Kuwait Deputy CEO and NBK
General Manager, Treasury Group,
Sulaiman Barrak Al-Marzouq, were wel-
comed at the NBK Walkathon registration
center in Salmiya as they prepared to take
part in the event.

“Thousands of participants have signed

up for this annual festival. NBK’s
Walkathon is marked by a variety of fun,
entertainment and health awareness activi-
ties. People still have the chance to take
part today,” said Talal Al-Turki, NBK
Public Relations Team Leader.

Turki added “at NBK, we believe in
encouraging people in Kuwait to live a

healthier lifestyle and that’s why we organ-
ize the Walkathon every year as part of our
corporate social responsibility initiatives.”
NBK will award the top 10 winners in each
category, and will give away two brand
new Renault cars, as grand prizes during
the Walkathon along with many other valu-
able prizes.

Ten winners will be selected from each
of the 10 categories of participants. The
walk for both the female and male partici-
pants will start from the Green Island on
the Gulf Road to the Shuwaikh Beach Park,
parallel to the Gulf Road, next to KPC
building for a distance of 11 kilometers.

NBK strongly supports sporting events

and encourages various sporting activities
as means to promote a healthier and more
active lifestyle for members of the commu-
nity. Throughout the years, NBK also
organizes several social awareness pro-
grams including Educational,
Environmental, Health and many other
active initiatives. 


