
Global burger behemoth McDonald’s opened its first branch on
Saturday in the historic heart of communist Hanoi, a conserva-
tive city renowned for its traditional-and cheap-Vietnamese

staples beloved by food-obsessed locals.
Hungry customers lined up for Big Macs and Chicken McNuggets

at the Vietnamese capital’s first location overlooking the tree-lined
Hoan Kiem lake, in a city that draws millions of tourists annually to see
French-era colonial buildings and sample street-food favorites like
pho noodle soup and banh mi sandwiches. The restaurant is the first
outside of the southern commercial hub Ho Chi Minh City, where 16
branches have opened since McDonald’s first came to Vietnam in 2014
to much fanfare, especially among the rapidly-growing middle class
and American-obsessed youth. 

The global fast food chain received a similarly warm welcome in
Hanoi on Saturday, as hungry diners crammed into the two-storey
eatery for a first taste of the Golden Arches.   For 84-year-old Tran
Dinh Luyen, who fought against the US in the Vietnam War, the
restaurant was a sign of warming ties with a former enemy.

“I am happy that McDonald’s has opened a restaurant in Hanoi. It’s
a very famous American brand, so it shows how far US-Vietnam rela-
tions have come,” he said after mowing down on a Big Mac with his
daughter and granddaughter.  But not everyone agreed.  “It’s a rip-
off... this fast food is for kids only, it’s not good at all,” 90-year-old Ta
Xuan Huong said, espousing his love for traditional cuisine. 

Some curious tourists stopped to see what all the fuss was about,

perplexed that a brand ubiquitous in the West would draw so much
attention.   “It’s kind of random to see McDonald’s opening... it’s an
interesting cultural experience to see how important it is that the store
is opening here,” American Dan Moore said, after his wife remarked
she might not have expected to find one of the most salient symbols of
capitalism in the communist country. — AFP 
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Aset of ancient Angkorian gold jewelry was
returned to Cambodia yesterday with an elabo-
rate procession through the capital, decades

after the precious pieces were looted from a famed jun-
gle temple. The 10-piece set, which includes a crown,
earrings, armbands and a chest ornament, was stolen
from Cambodia’s Angkor Wat temple during the king-
dom’s civil war in the 1970s and was discovered in the
online catalogue of a London art dealer last year.

The items are thought to date back to the Khmer
Empire, a once-mighty dynasty that sprawled much of
modern-day Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam and Laos
between the ninth and 15th centuries. After the pieces
turned up in Britain, the Cambodian government lob-
bied for their return and with the help of specialists
spent more than a year inspecting the items to make
sure they were genuine.  Officials proudly welcomed
the jewelry back to the country yesterday as the items
were accompanied from the airport by hundreds of

people and flanked by security guards.
“This is a successful mission of all Cambodians,

including diplomats and
people who love the arts
and antiques. Everyone is
happy,” Chuch Phoeun,
secretary of state at
Cambodia’s Ministry of
Culture and Fine Arts,
told AFP.  He said they
are believed to have been
pillaged during Pol Pot’s
genocidal Khmer Rouge
regime, though the exact
date is not known.  

London’s Jonathan
Tucker Antonia Tozer
Asian Art dealership agreed in April to return the jewel-
ry, which was proudly displayed behind protective

glass Saturday and will now be appraised by experts in
Cambodia.  The pieces will soon be designated as

national heritage items,
and will join scores of
stolen artifacts that have
made their way back to
the country in recent
years-many that had
been on display in west-
ern museums or for sale
by dealers.

World’s mightiest
cities

The Hindu-Buddhist
Khmer Empire built
what were then some of

the world’s mightiest cities and temples, including the
famous Angkor Wat complex.  But decades of French

colonialism and civil war saw vast swathes of
Cambodia’s architectural and religious heritage looted
and sold overseas.  Last year, an American museum sent
a 10th-century sandstone sculpture of the Hindu god
Rama, still missing its head, arms and feet, back to
Cambodia after it was stolen in the 1970s.

In 2015 a statue of the Hindu monkey god Hanuman
which had been looted from the same temple as the
Rama torso was returned by the Cleveland Museum of
Art.  Two other 10th-century Khmer-era statues known
as the “Kneeling Attendants”, which had also been tak-
en from the same temple complex, were returned from
the United States in 2013. Yesterday, Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sen’s son Hun Many said it was an honor
to have the jewelry back on home soil. “As a
Cambodian, I am so proud to be part of this process to
bring our ancestors heritage back home,” Many, a law-
maker who helped to secure its return said. —AFP 

Looted Angkor jewelry returned to Cambodia

Pieces were
looted from a
famed jungle

temple

Cambodian employees carry a set of returned Angkorian-era gold jewelry on display during a proces-
sion to the National Museum upon its arrival in Phnom Penh. —  AFP photos A set of returned Angkorian-era gold jewelry is displayed to the public behind protective glass.

Throngs of tourists and revelers
packed midtown Manhattan on
a warm night and under tight

security to watch the annual lighting
of the Rockefeller Center Christmas
Tree. Democratic Mayor Bill de Blasio
flipped the switch just before 9 p.m.,
illuminating the 75-foot tall, 12-plus
ton Norway spruce decorated with
50,000 multicolored LED lights. “I
definitely think it’s going to get the
Christmas spirit going,” said Samantha
Fettner, a 33-year-old from Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, who had been
standing in the front with a group of
friends since early afternoon.

The 85th annual ceremony was tel-
evised by NBC and included live per-
formances by Brett Eldredge, Leslie
Odom Jr., Pentatonix, Train, Harry
Connick Jr, and the Radio City
Rockettes. Matt Lauer was set to co-
host the event, but the network
announced Wednesday that it had ter-
minated him for “inappropriate sexual
behavior” with a colleague. Lauer’s
co-host Savannah Guthrie made the

announcement at the top of
Wednesday’s “Today” show.

Karen Calistra, of Chester Springs,
Pennsylvania, said it was her first time
seeing the spectacle. “It’s something
new, something fun. It’s the stuff you
see in the movies,” said Calistra.
“We’ve always wanted to see the tree
lighting. It’s a magical time of year.”
When asked about Lauer’s absence,
the 67-year-old said she never really
cared for him. For most of his life,
Hendrik Edler, of Germany, has always
wanted to see the tree lighting. “We
came here just for the event. It’s a
dream since I was really young,” said
Edler, 39. This year’s festivities
brought added security measures fol-
lowing the Oct. 31 terror attack in
which a man drove a truck onto a bike
path near the World Trade Center,
killing eight people. The holiday tradi-
tion started in 1931. This year’s tree
came from State College,
Pennsylvania. After the holidays, it will
be milled into lumber for Habitat for
Humanity. —  AP 

Rockefeller Christmas tree
lighting attracts thousands

Pentatonix members, from left, Matt Sallee, Kirstin Maldonado and Scott Hoying rehearse
for the 85th annual Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree lighting ceremony. 

The Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree is lit during the 85th annual Rockefeller Center
Christmas Tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2017, in New York. — AP photos  

Performers beat drums during the opening ceremony of the first McDonald’s
fast food chain restaurant in the capital Hanoi. — AP photos 

Communist Hanoi gets its first McDonald’s

Naples’ art of pizza twirling is a candidate to join UNESCO’s list
of “intangible heritage” next week along with a wealth of other
cultural treasures such as Saudi Arabian wall painting and

Bangladeshi cane weaving. Meeting on the South Korean island of Jeju,
the UN cultural body’s World Heritage Committee will also consider
whether to give special support for heritage that is struggling to sur-
vive. Naples’ candidacy for pizza twirling has created a buzz in the
southern Italian city where the art has been handed down for genera-
tions-as well as around the world. Some two million people have joined
a petition of support of Naples’ application, according to Sergio
Miccu, head of the Association of Neapolitan Pizzaioli, who will be in
Jeju for the proceedings.

“We’re confident the vote will be favorable,” Miccu told AFP in
Rome, adding: “We’ll be giving out free pizza in the streets” if the age-
old culinary tradition joins the prestigious list. The custom goes far
beyond the pizzaiolo’s spectacular handling of the dough-hurling it into
the air in order to “oxygenate” it-to include songs and stories that have
turned pizza-making into a time-honored social ritual.

Thirty-four candidates are seeking to join the list of intangible her-
itage, which currently includes 365 traditions, art forms and practices
from Spain’s flamenco dancing to Indonesian batik, to more obscure
entries such as a Turkish oil wrestling festival and the Mongolian coax-
ing ritual for camels. Saudi Arabia wants to see Al-Qatt Al-Asin, elabo-
rate interior wall paintings traditionally done by women, inscribed on
the list this year. The art, which promotes solidarity among women, is
handed down through observation. For its part, Bangladesh has put for-
ward its tradition of Shital Pati, an intricate weaving craft using strips of
green cane to produce mats and bedspreads.  — AFP 

Naples pizza twirling seeks approval
as UNESCO’s ‘intangible heritage’

Unless you were doing drugs with the legendary American
country singer Townes Van Zandt in the early 1970s you are
unlikely to have encountered the gentle genius of Daniel

Antopolsky. The singer-songwriter, who has been dubbed the
“missing man of country music’s Outlaw Era”, disappeared off the
radar for four decades before resurfacing in rural France where he
has pulled together years of songs into his first-ever albums. And he
has released three in the last three years. 

The title song of the first, “Sweet Lovin’ Music”, was written in a
hotel room in Dallas in 1972 with Van Zandt as he finished the coun-
try classic, “Pancho and Lefty”, which went on to be covered by Bob
Dylan, Emmylou Harris, Willie Nelson, Merle Haggard and Steve
Earle. Sitting with his guitar surrounded by chickens on his small
organic farm near Bordeaux, Antopolsky remembers the day well.

“There was a big Christian gathering in the city so we stopped at
a hotel and each of us worked on our songs,” he told AFP. He sang
“Sweet Lovin’ Music” to Van Zandt, and his friend said, “It’s a beau-
tiful song. It would make a great title track for an album.” Nearly
half a century later that album was finally recorded in Nashville by
the Grammy-winning producer Gary Gold, who called Antopolsky
“a jewel in the rough... a missing piece of our musical culture”. At 69,
Antopolsky has no great plans to go back on the road especially
since he admits to “being afraid of singing in front of people”.

Saving Townes Van Zandt 
He put his dreams on hold after Van Zandt-a troubled genius

whose addictions would later catch up with him-overdosed on
heroin in front of him in Houston in 1972. The pair, who had been
on the road touring together for several months, had been drink-
ing and taking drugs and Antopolsky, then 24, panicked-afraid
that his friend was dying and that he would end up in jail. But he
managed to revive Van Zandt and get him to hospital where doc-
tors saved him.

That was the last time they saw each other. Antopolsky returned
to Georgia and Van Zandt died in 1997 when his heart finally gave
out after years of substance abuse. “My fear of needles saved me”
from a similar fate, Antopolsky told AFP. He fondly recalls their time
together, setting off on a madcap road trip to see Van Zandt’s horse
in Colorado after they met in a coffee shop in Georgia. They took in
Nashville, Atlanta and Texas as they zigzagged across the country,
playing to anyone who would listen. — AFP 

Country music’s ‘missing outlaw’
resurfaces in France

Naples’ candidacy for pizza twirling has created a buzz in the southern Italian
city where the art has been handed down for generations — as well as
around the world. — AFP 


