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COX’S BAZAR: The plight of Rohingya refugees is the
backdrop to Pope Francis’ landmark visit to Myanmar
and Bangladesh this week. But in the vast refugee camps
on the border, there is puzzlement, with many asking:
“Who is he?” The head of the Catholic Church has
repeatedly spoken out in support of the Rohingya, a
stateless Muslim minority who have fled to Bangladesh
in their hundreds of thousands, bringing with them alle-
gations of murders, rapes and arson committed by the
Myanmar military. This week he met Myanmar’s leader
Aung San Suu Kyi and army chief Min Aung Hlaing, who
is accused of overseeing
brutal campaign to drive
out the group that the
UN and US have labeled
“ethnic cleansing”.

With his message of
hope and tolerance, sup-
porters hope the pope’s
presence can tamp down
the religious and ethnic
hatreds that have roiled
the region.  Yet in the
teeming Bangladeshi
camps near the border
with Myanmar, mention
of the pontiff drew blank faces and raised eyebrows.
Shown a photo, refugees shrugged and guessed him to
be anyone from a wealthy king or a celebrity from the
US to a Bangladeshi politician. Some mistook his zuc-
chetto for an Islamic skullcap and said he could be a
Muslim leader. “I think I’ve seen him in the news but
what does he do? Is he important?” asked 42-year-old
Nurul Qadar.

Pope Francis, who arrives in Bangladesh on Thursday
from mainly Buddhist Myanmar, is the first pontiff in 31
years to visit Bangladesh and has called the Rohingya
his “brothers and sisters”. He is not due to visit the
camps but will meet a small group of Rohingya refugees
during an interfaith meeting in Dhaka on Friday. More

than 620,000 Rohingya have poured into the poor, over-
populated country since the start of a violent crackdown
by the army in August. They are denied almost all basic
human rights in Myanmar including the right to practice
their religion, travel and marry freely.

‘A very wise man’
On learning of the pope’s role in the world, refugees

AFP spoke to said they hoped Francis would be able to
broker a deal with Myanmar that would pave the way for
a safe return to their homeland.  Maybe the government

in Myanmar “might actu-
ally listen to him.” mused
40-year-old Mujibur
Rahman. Hassan Arraf, a
Rohingya imam at
Kutupalong refugee
camp in Cox’s Bazar in
Bangladesh, and the only
one out of dozens who
knew of the pope, said
the Argentinian pontiff
with his man-of-the-
people reputation had
the power to change their
lives. “The way they tor-

tured us, no religion allows it. He is a big leader of
another religion but I believe he’s a very wise man,” he
said. “I think he will be able to understand what we went
through. And he can ask the Myanmar government to
resolve this matter and make the place peaceful.” 

Caritas, the Catholic Church’s humanitarian arm which
is helping to feed 40,000 families in the camps, said it
hoped the pope’s visit would at least help lift the spirits
of the community. “He is coming... as a symbol of recon-
ciliation. We are hoping his visit will bear a very positive
impact and create a very good solution between the two
countries,” James Gomes, regional director of Caritas
said. When given information about this unfamiliar robed
figure, many refugees said the pope should go to the

squalid, overcrowded camps in southern Bangladesh to
witness their suffering. 

“If his visit is about us, then he should come here to
meet us and talk to us. He should see how we are living,
how we barely survived,” said Hami Tusang as he queued
for food. Another man behind him, Azim Ullah, said he
wanted to “complain to the pope of the relentless torture

we face in Rakhine”. “Being such a big leader, he must be
seeing what we have been through.  Every bad thing you
can think of has happened to us,” he said, making a cut-
ting motion across his throat. 

“He needs to be our bridge. He needs to demand our
rights, our citizenship. Otherwise there is no point of
such visits.”—AFP 

‘Who is the pope?’ Rohingya 
refugees in Bangladesh ask 

Wealthy king or a celebrity from US?

News in brief

Smelly socks unleash chaos 
NEW DELHI: Indian police arrested a man whose stinky
socks caused a showdown on a bus as his fellow passen-
gers protested the pungent odor, an officer said yester-
day. The man removed his shoes and socks on a bus going
from the Himalayan state of Himachal Pradesh to New
Delhi and put them near the aisle, police said. Other pas-
sengers protested and asked the man to put away the
offending socks or throw them out. The man refused,
sparking a heated confrontation that forced the bus driver
to stop at a police station in Una district of Himachal
Pradesh. Una police chief Sanjeev Gandhi told AFP the
bus stopped several times because of the smelly chaos
before they came to the police station.  “He was arrested
on charges of causing public nuisance and later released
on bail,” Gandhi said. Gandhi said the accused had threat-
ened other passengers and caused a disturbance at the
police station. 

Somali bombing kills 512 
MOGADISHU: As many as 512 died in an October truck
bombing in the Somali capital Mogadishu, an emergency
committee investigating the terrorist atrocity has found.
An earlier death toll of 358 already made the October 14
bombing the deadliest terrorist attack in Somalia’s history.
No group claimed responsibility, but the Al-Qaeda-
aligned Shabaab militant group has been blamed.  “The
overall number of people we have recorded involved in the
casualty are 869 persons: 512 are dead, 295 wounded and
about 70 others are not yet confirmed if they were dead
and or missing,” Abdulahi Mohamed Shirwac, chairman of
the Somali Emergency Operation Centre said yesterday.
The 11-member board was established to look into the
October 14 bombing. The government has not commented
on the report, which it received this week. The Shabaab
has been fighting to overthrow successive internationally-
backed governments in Mogadishu since 2007 and fre-
quently deploys car and truck bombs against military, gov-
ernment and civilian targets.

US woman makes ricin
WASHINGTON: A 70-year-old woman living in a
Vermont retirement home passed her time experimenting
with homemade ricin, even testing it on fellow residents,
the Justice Department said Friday. No one had apparent-
ly been killed by Betty Miller’s activities at the bucolic
Wake Robin retirement home in Shelburne, Vermont,
which advertises a population of “vibrant, engaged peo-
ple and a community in which you can be yourself.” But
Miller was arrested by FBI agents Thursday amid fears
she had stockpiled a weapon of mass destruction. The FBI
was alerted to a dangerous substance at the home earlier
this week, and discovered a bottle labeled “ricin” in her
residence. Tests confirmed it contained the deadly sub-
stance. “Miller stated that she had an interest in plant-
based poisons and had conducted internet research on
how to make them,” the FBI said in a statement. 

Missing priest found safe
DHAKA: A Catholic priest whose disappearance in
Bangladesh days before a visit by Pope Francis raised
fears among minority Christians has been found safe and
well, police said yesterday. Walter William Rosario, a 40-
year-old priest and school headmaster, went missing on
Monday from a village in northern Bangladesh where sus-
pected Islamist extremists last year hacked a Catholic gro-
cer to death. His disappearance followed a rise in Islamist
extremism in the Muslim-majority country, where at least
three Christians, including two converts from Islam, have
been hacked to death in recent years. Police said Rosario
had been found in the northeastern city of Sylhet, adding
the disappearance was likely for personal reasons. “He has
been found unscathed,” said Biplob Bijoy Talukder, police
chief in Rosario’s home district of Natore. 

Chicago’s murder 
victims, captured 
in an instant
CHICAGO: A bullet hole in a restaurant
window. Dozens of wooden crosses bear-
ing names of the dead. These are the
images of Chicago’s murders-tragedies
playing out in the third largest American
city in numbers unmatched by any other
major US metropolis. Canadian photogra-
pher Jim Young spent six months chroni-
cling the human toll of the runaway blood-
shed plaguing the Midwest’s capital and his
adopted hometown, captured through
images of memorials and murder scenes.

His final subject was Johnson Liggins Jr,
a high school senior with dreams of college
who was gunned down in the middle of the
afternoon in late October, while walking to
an after school job. “He said he was going
to be a Renaissance man. He was going to
be a legend,” recalled his mother, Aida
Anderson. Liggins’ father Larry remem-
bered watching as Young took photos of
the 17-year-old lying in repose at the
funeral home. Anderson kept three of the
images for their sentimental value. “That
moment, it won’t come back again,” Larry
Anderson said.

Young chose to use instant film, as first
popularized by Polaroid in the 1970s, to

“create a memory” of the victims through a
physical photograph, one that would not
be forgotten in a digital archive. He gave
many photos away to victims’ families and
others. “There’s a certain complacency
about violence in Chicago,” said the pho-
tographer, a regular AFP contributor. “I
wanted people to know that behind these
numbers there were real people... a lot of
them were just little kids.” He wrote the
names of the victims directly on the photo-
graphs’ signature thick white borders. “I
wanted people to look at it, and make that
connection... associate it with a person
who died,” he said. 

Statistics mask tragedy
Chicago is struggling to keep its resi-

dents safe, as the American city with by far
the nation’s highest number of murders.
More than 3,300 people have been shot
this year and more than 620 murdered,
according to figures maintained by the
Chicago Tribune newspaper. That is nearly
twice as many people killed as in the two
biggest US cities, Los Angeles and New
York-combined. But the scale of the sta-
tistics often masks the human tragedy.  “All
of these people who were in those photos,
we’ll never know (if) we could have had
another mayor, another president,” said
Larry Andersen.  “We didn’t give them the
opportunity to live their lives,” added the
bereaved father. For some, their tragic
deaths inspired street-side memorials,
such as the stuffed animals and balloons
affixed to the metal gate near the home of

three-year-old Jazebel Aleman. Her father
is alleged to have beaten the toddler to
death in June. 

But in many cases, Young found an
almost surreal lack of evidence of the
tragedies that had befallen the victims, with
the scenes of their murders returning to
normalcy within hours. And so, Young pho-
tographed a dirty paramedic’s glove at the

site of 26-year-old Antwon High’s shooting
death, and bullet holes near the scene
where 50-year-old Sedrick Ringer was
killed. In all, he chronicled more than 100
victims, as if to help write the end of their
life stories. To show, he said, “that they
were being remembered by people who
loved them, cared about them, and wanted
to have a lasting memory of them.”—AFP

Trump’s war 
on CNN takes 
a new turn 
NEW YORK: The war between Donald Trump and CNN
has taken a new turn with the government’s challenge to a
tie-up between AT&T and the cable news channel’s parent
firm Time Warner. Even as his Justice Department moved
to block the deal, the president has stepped up his attacks
on the major news network, his most frequent target of
“fake news” complaints. Trump has been attacking CNN
since the 2016 campaign, but the latest developments raise
questions about whether he is using his power to choke off
investment, or even force CNN to be sold to a partner
friendlier to the White House. As the atmosphere has dete-
riorated, CNN said it would boycott the White House
Christmas party “in light of the president’s continued
attacks on freedom of the press and CNN.”

Trump returned the compliment, with a tweet saying,
“Great, and we should boycott Fake News CNN. Dealing
with them is a total waste of time!” CNN is not the domi-
nant force in television news it was decades ago, as Fox
News has attracted conservative viewers and MSNBC
from the left. “Unfortunately, our polarized political climate
is being reflected in the high ratings for partisan cable out-
lets,” said Dannagal Young, a University of Delaware pro-
fessor of communications. “However, from a democratic
perspective, the viability of CNN is arguably more impor-
tant than ever.”

Vindictiveness?   
The massive buyout of Time Warner by AT&T is now in

court, with the companies claiming that because it is a
“vertical” merger with no overlap of services, competition
would not be impacted. AT&T has said it has no indication
that Trump is behind the effort to block the deal. But some
analysts say it’s difficult to separate the legal questions
from the political feud between Trump and CNN. Gabriel
Kahn, a journalism professor at the University of Southern
California’s Annenberg School, called the antitrust action

“highly suspect.” “Trump’s public war with the network, the
fact that he repeatedly demonstrates a vindictiveness
against those whom he feels have slighted him, and the way
he has politicized every decision in his administration gives
good reason to make this quite suspicious,” Kahn said.

“In addition, there is no monopoly on news. Not even
close. The market share of even major news organizations
has never been slimmer. The sector is gurgling with competi-
tion. And AT&T has no real news presence either.” Trump
has gone so far as to launch personal attacks on a CNN
journalist during a news conference, and to retweet a video
clip in which he appears to slam a CNN avatar to the
ground. CNN, launched by Ted Turner as part of his cable
empire, was the only all-news channel from 1980 to 1996,
and gained prominence for its coverage of the 1991 Gulf War.

Part of Time Warner since 1996, CNN helped lay the
groundwork for modern television journalism with its
“breaking news,” its live debates and making news part of
the entertainment cycle. It also has a strong international
presence. CNN has been overtaken in viewership by its
rivals, failing to benefit from the polarized political atmos-
phere in the Trump era. —AFP

Some say he 
could be a 

Muslim leader

DHAKA: Pope Francis looks on as dancers perform during a meeting with young people at Notre Dame
College in Dhaka. —AFP 

An unsolved murder 
threatens confidence 
in Baltimore police
BALTIMORE: The mournful drone of bagpipes resounded
and motorists moved aside as the funeral procession for a
slain detective marched through Baltimore this week, the
stars and stripes of the American flag punctuating the sea
of blue-clad officers gathered to pay respects to one of
their own. In the procession from a Baltimore church serv-
ice to a graveside ceremony, a police motorcade escorted
the hearse of Sean Suiter, who was fatally shot in the head
while pursuing a suspect in November, an unsolved mur-
der that threatens to undermine already fragile public con-
fidence and trust in the police here. 

More than 3,000 people, most of them police officers
from around the state, had packed the church in west
Baltimore to attend the service for the 43-year-old detec-
tive-who had been set to testify in the trial of officers
accused of corruption. The killing of a police officer “leaves
a stain on our city,” said Baltimore Mayor Catherine Pugh,
leader of the largest city in Maryland with a long history of
violent crime fueled by poverty and drug trafficking.  

As of November 30, The Baltimore Sun recorded 319
homicides this year, more than the 318 in 2016, and
approaching the record 344 in 2015.  That year, the city of
620,000 people-some two thirds of them African
American-was hit by rioting and looting following the
death of Freddie Gray, a 25-year-old black man who suf-
fered a severed spine while being transported in a police
van in a case that caused widespread outrage.

Suiter-who had served on the force for 18 years as well as
in the Army “lived and died a hero,” Maryland’s Governor
Larry Hogan said during the ceremony, while making note of
the “countless unanswered questions” surrounding his death.
The detective was killed with his own weapon, which was
found at the scene, and police have not identified any sus-
pects, despite offering a $215,000 reward for information.
Suiter was set to testify the following day in a court case
against seven officers from the elite Gun Trace Task Force
accused of extortion and theft during searches. —AFP

NEW YORK: US President Donald Trump steps off Air Force
One upon arrival at John F Kennedy International Airport
in New York yesterday. US President Donald Trump is in
New York to attend fundraisers. —AFP 

CHICAGO: Johnson ‘John John’ Liggins Jr, 17-year-old, at the Gatlings Funeral Home
in Chicago, Illinois on November 3, 2017. Higgins died from gunshots to his head and
chest in the 8000 block of South Coles Avenue on October 23, 2017. —AFP 


