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LONDON: Sheikha Intisar Salem Al Ali Al Sabah receives her award. —KUNA Veteran singer Nawal receives her award.

LONDON: Kuwait’s Sheikha Intisar Salem Al Ali
Al Sabah and veteran singer Nawal have won the
Arab Woman Award 2017. During a ceremony
held in London Thursday evening by the Arab
Women Organization (AWO), an intergovernmen-
tal specialized agency affiliated to the League of
Arab States, Sheikha Intisar was given the prize
for her non-profiting initiative ‘Alnowair’ for dis-
seminating positive thinking.

The event was attended by Dean of Diplomatic
Corps, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Britain Khaled Al-
Duwaisan and a representative of the London
Mayor. Sheikha Intisar voiced delight for attend-
ing the ‘distinctive’ gathering to honor Arab cre-
ative women in various fields.

She stressed the integral role of Arab women in
serving their communities, saying that in Kuwait,
for instance, they represent 80 percent of the
output of higher education.  She believes this is
the case in most world countries.

It is high time, people knew that women are

the “active element” in development and the suc-
cess of any work they get involved in, she added.
Sheikha Intisar commended support to women
by the Kuwaiti  polit ical leadership, with His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah on top.  His Highness the Amir
has relatedly directed the government to provide
all means for empowering the Kuwaiti women to

play their due role in the society, she said.
In a similar statement, Nawal, who was hon-

ored for her three-decade distinctive musical
career, said that “being honored in Britain means
a lot for me.” She urged Arab women to work
seriously and not to yield to any obstacles, say-
ing: “The path to success requires strong deter-
mination and will.”

Winners included Sudan’s Haniya Morsi, com-
munity leadership; prominent Lebanese media
f igure Raghda Dhurgham, press and media;
Lebanon’s  Maha Al-Khal i l , cul ture .  Saudi
Princess Luma Al Saud was honored in the charity
work category, Bahrain’s Sheikha Hind Al Khalifa
in trade development, and Egypt’s actress Yasmin
Sabri in promoting women’s status. Envoy Al-
Duwaisan expressed pride for taking part in the
honoring of  two Kuwait i  women in  Br i ta in .
Sheikha Intisar and Nawal have managed through
their hard efforts to realize further achievements
for Kuwait, he said. —KUNA
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Kuwait nation of
equality: Khaled
to WPL summit
BRUSSELS: Women in Kuwait have been agents of
political, social, and economic change, through their
active participation in the economy and in a free and
open civil society, Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister
for the Americas Reem Al-Khaled said. Speaking at
the Women Political Leaders Global Forum (WPL) in
Reykjavik, Iceland on Thursday, she elaborated on the
crucial role being played by women in the progress
and development of Kuwait.

“Ever since its establishment, Kuwait has been a
nation built on equality, the preservation of freedoms,
and social and civil rights,” she underlined. Khaled
said that women in Kuwait were elected to the
National Assembly and the Municipal Council, and
appointed to a number of Ministerial posts.  “And one
of the strategic goals of Kuwait ’s National
Development plan is the empowerment of women in
decision-making positions in the fields of economics,
politics, and social issues,” stressed the Kuwaiti
diplomat.

She noted that there is a positive trend in women
reaching leadership positions within the public sector.
In 2010, women held only 7.6 percent of leadership
positions below the level of Minister within the public
sector, but that percentage has grown steadily and in
2014, women in the public sector held 23 percent of
the leadership positions below the level of Minister.

In the education sector, there are more women
than men enrolled in primary, secondary, and higher
education in Kuwait. The State of Kuwait ranked
highest in closing the gender gap in high school and
university enrolment in the MENA region, she said.
“And these young women excelling in their education
today are the political, social, and economic leaders
of tomorrow,” said Khaled.

In fact, the post of Minister of State for Planning
and Development was held by a woman in the last
three cabinets, which reflects the important role
played by women in key decision-making at the high-
est levels, she said.

Kuwait’s election as member of Commission on the
Status of Women for the period from 2016-2020, is
another example of our dedication to women’s
empowerment.  Women are active participants in the
labor market, holding 46.5 percent of positions in the
public sector, and 58.6 percent of positions in the
private sector, and a 3.5 percent unemployment rate
as of 2015, she stressed.  Kuwaiti law guarantees
equal pay for equal work, and prohibits discrimina-
tion in wages on the basis of gender.

She stated Kuwait has also been elected as a non-
permanent member of the UN Security Council for
the period of 2018-2019, and is dedicated to advanc-
ing the causes of peace and security around the
world.

“Among Kuwait’s priorities during our membership
is the peaceful resolution of conflicts, which is a
founding tenet of Kuwait’s foreign policy. Kuwait’s
commitment to the maintenance of peace has also led
to it undertaking a number of mediating roles on the
international stage, at the request of parties

involved,” said Khaled. In this same spirit, Kuwait
supports the involvement of women in mediation
efforts and in the prevention, management, and reso-
lution of conflicts, added the Kuwaiti diplomat.

Over 300 women parliamentarians and other sen-
ior politicians from nearly 100 countries attended the
two-day forum, which ended Thursday night. The
Counselor at the Kuwaiti embassy in Brussels, Fahad
Al-Jaimaz also attended the Forum.  The Women
Political Leaders Global Forum (WPL) is the global
network of female politicians. The mission of WPL is
to increase both the number and the influence of
women in political leadership. It is an independent,
international, and not-for-profit foundation based in
Reykjavik, Iceland.  —KUNA

Forums enhance
Kuwait’s position:
Ambassador
ROME: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Ali Al-
Sabah on Friday stressed the importance of supporting
Kuwait’s civil society organizations, mainly the youth
ones, to take part in the international forums in order to
boost Kuwait’s status globally. The ambassador made the
statement during a meeting with vice-president of World
Federation of Engineering Organizations (WFEO) Zainab
Garashi and Kuwaiti engineer Jafar Sadeq at the
embassy’s headquarters in the Italian capital, the Kuwait
Embassy in Rome said in a statement. The envoy affirmed
Kuwait’s constant support for young people in different
specializations to take part in the global organizations’
activities willingly, it added.  He stated that Garashi
reviewed her role at the federation, supported by her col-
leagues at the Kuwaiti Society of Engineers. —KUNA

BRUSSELS: Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister for the
Americas Reem Al-Khaled speaks during the forum. —KUNA

Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister for the Americas Reem
Al-Khaled and Fahad Al Jaimaz, counselor at the Kuwait
embassy in Brussels.


