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“Is it Islamically prohibited to believe in aliens?”
“Is it scientifically proven?” “Are aliens supposed
to look like movie aliens?” All of these popular
questions are answered with a clear-cut “no, no,
no.” In clearer terms, it is permissible in Islam to
believe in the existence of unknown beings.
Meanwhile, it has never been validated in astrobi-
ology that there are grey beings that will dominate
our wet planet anytime soon. 

Presently, all we have as humans are tales and
documents that lack factual evidence of any
nature. Nonetheless, UFOs are now regaining their
popularity with the advent of social media. As
wishful thinkers, we are craving for anything to
assist our enthusiastic belief that this universe,
with its 100 billion known galaxies, has marvelous
life forms living outside our blue planet. So will our
intuitions be justified?

In 1970, at an oil station in an area called Um
Al-Aish in Kuwait, seven Kuwaiti officials accom-
panied by an American citizen noticed alarms ring-
ing. They then witnessed an unidentified flying
object that had the classic form of a flying saucer
that was larger than any kind of airplane. In five
seconds, it started to shake powerfully, then evac-
uated the scene with an “out of this world” veloci-
ty. The Kuwaitis expressed their experience to
local news stations, and one of them published in
1979 a bestseller titled ‘It Happened in Kuwait.’
This UFO sighting was reported by an English
newspaper, and it was noticed by the American
embassy. 

The MUFON UFO journal also covered it, with
a stamp on its front page that said “Arabs Report
First UFO in Kuwait.” Undoubtedly, it created a
buzz that caused mass fascination about “Kuwaiti
aliens” around the entire Arabian peninsula. Sadly,
the book was lost, and the station was destroyed
during the Iraqi invasion in the early 1990s. 

In the 1980s, during the Iran-Iraq war, a flying
object reached the Kuwaiti skies over Ahmadi. The
Kuwaiti military launched defense rockets directly
against it. Seventeen male citizens and a policeman
reported the shape of the object as an oval triangle
that became a fireball minutes after the rockets
were launched. A laser beam blasted from it, then
the ship completely disappeared. The more fantas-
tical the report was, the stronger the UFO madness
spread. 

Then the incident of flight KU542 happened. A
Kuwaiti airplane pilot - Al-Shamlan of fl ight
KU542 coming from Egypt - reported, prior to
landing, a round ball of light that moved to the
northwest of Kuwait at a speed slower than his air-
craft. Incidentally, the pilot of flight KU708 also
reported it on the same day. These events ignited a
lot of curiosity in Kuwait. But nothing was more
theatrical than cutting the signal of Kuwait’s televi-
sion station in 1978, when a supposed flying
saucer that had the same characteristics of the
1970s UFO landed on the broadcast station. But
nobody paid much attention to it until it saw inter-
national coverage by popular non-Arabic maga-
zines around the world. 

Multiple claims tend to spread every now and
then, to refresh public interest. Since science can-
not prove or disprove it, we will continue to par-
don ourselves to be creatively artistic about UFO
sightings, with our comic book like folklores that
inspire legitimate seekers. Needless to say, we are
now left with the question we all avoid: “When?”
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Society demands action after former
minister’s ‘fake degrees’ claim

MoH official investigated over profiteering suspicions
By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait Society for Education Quality
(KSEQ) said that statements made by the former minis-
ter of education and higher education Dr Bader Al-
Essa, in which he claimed that 400 Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training (PAAET) officials have
fake degrees, were very serious. The society added that
Essa said that the 400 fake degrees were discovered
through an investigation conducted by a National
Assembly committee, and wondered why the concerned
teaching staff members were neither suspended nor
prosecuted. KSEQ urged lawmakers to live up to their
responsibilities and conduct a wide scale investigation
on the matter. It also urged Essa to submit the informa-
tion he had to the public prosecutor and the Public
Anticorruption Authority.

Official questioned
The Ministry of Health (MoH) referred a pharmaceutical

official at a health zone to investigation over violations she
had committed in dealing with supplying companies.

According to the accusations, the official asked some of
the companies in question to dispatch her and other female
employees abroad at the companies’ expense and asking
other companies to pur-
chase TVs and laptops for
her and for other employ-
ees. Informed sources said
MoH’s legal affairs
department immediately
investigated the matter as
circulated over social
media and summoned the
official for investigation.
Notably, social media
reports showed letters
signed by the official ask-
ing the companies to facil-
itate the travel of a list of
employees to attend scientific conferences, provided they
stay in five-star hotels and fly business class. Another letter
signed by the same employee asked a company to provide
a TV, a MacBook and an iPad. 

KD 271 million 
The Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW)

informed the finance min-
istry that it needs KD 271
million this month to be
spent on salaries, services
and capital expenses. In a
different concern, MEW’s
assistant undersecretary
for water operation and
maintenance Khalifa Al-
Feraij said the ministry is
about to launch the first
conservation forum due
to be held under auspices
of Minister Essam Al-
Marzouq on Dec 6-7. 

Mullet ban
With the aim of protecting fish resources in national

waters, the Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and

Fish Resources (PAAAFR) announced a ban on fishing
mullet in national waters effective from the beginning of
December till the end of June, said the head of Kuwait
Fishermen Union Thaher Al-Sowayyan. He urged
PAAAFR to allow fishing mullet within Kuwait Bay next
season under its supervision. 

Lawyers’ fees
Oil Minister Essam Al-Marzouq said the

Petrochemicals Company had paid the fees of lawyers
and legal advice for current and former employees
referred to prosecution over the investigation of the
Dow deal. Marzouq added that the law firm hired was
paid KD 400,000, and stressed that the decision to
pay the fees was made based on Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation’s (KPC) regulations. 

New CEO
Kuwait Airways Corporation’s (KAC) board of

directors formed a five-member committee to inter-
view and select a new CEO for the company, out of
82 applicants.  

7-month mullet
fishing ban

begins

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Airport authorities have
aborted an attempt to smuggle an amount of heroin
into the country, Director General of the General
Administration of Customs Jamal Al-Jalawi said yester-
day. Customs officials suspected an Asian man who
arrived at the airport, as he looked nervous while his
luggage was passing through the scanning machines,

Jalawi added. The customs men searched the baggage
to find 2.6 kg of “pure heroin,” he noted. The adminis-
tration applies an obvious strategy and a well-knitted
plan to thwart smuggle attempts into the country,
Jalawi stressed.

Nugra crackdown
Security forces recently launched an inspection cam-

paign in Nugra, which resulted in arresting 68 people
including two wanted on criminal charges, six for debts,
11 absconders, five in violation of residency laws, 15 on
drug-related cases and 25 for not carrying any IDs. 

Fire
A fire broke out in a restaurant in Mubarakiya, said

security sources, noting that the fire started when a
cooking gas cylinder blew up. Firemen rushed to the
scene and managed to prevent the flames from spread-

ing to neighboring stores. Only one man was reported
injured and was rushed to hospital for treatment.
Further investigations are in progress.    

Campaign
In collaboration with EQUATE Petrochemicals

Company, the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
recently launched an awareness campaign titled ‘We
Want You Safe,’ warning campers of the potential dan-
gers during the camping season, said colonel Khalil Al-
Amir, who noted that camp-related accidents had
dropped by 26 percent in 2016-2017 compared to the
previous camping season. Amir pointed out that
campers happen to leave flammable objects unattended
causing fires. EQUATE’s Health, Security, Safety and
Environment Director Mohammad Harbi Al-Shemmari
stressed that EQUATE continues to protect campers by
ensuring their safety.

2.6 kg of ‘pure
heroin’ busted
at airport

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry officials are seen during a recent inspection campaign in Nugra.

KUWAIT: A Kuwait International Airport officer shows a
plastic bag containing pure heroin found with a pas-
senger yesterday.

KUWAIT: The first phase of the con-
struction of the liquid sulfur treatment
project has been completed, Deputy
CEO of Kuwait  National  Petroleum
Company (KNPC) said. “A warehouse
with a storage capacity of 145,000 tons
of sulfur crystals, a huge platform for
exporting sulfur and other facilities have
been built as part of the first stage,”
Fahad Al-Dihani, in charge of Al-Ahmadi
Refinery affairs, said at a press confer-
ence on Wednesday. “Four warehouses
with a total capacity of 18,154 metric
tons of liquid sulfur and units for produc-
ing sulfur crystals with a capacity of up
to 5,000 tons a day were built,” he said. 

The project will have great environ-
mental and economic returns. It is one of
the KNPC’s major initiatives to protect
environment besides the profits generat-
ed from exportation, Dihani pointed out.
“It is the country’s first project for pro-
ducing, storing and exporting solid sul-
fur.  Its units will handle liquid sulfur
from the KNPC environment-friendly
(clean) fuel project and the facilities of
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC).

“The first consignment was shipped
from the new platform early this month,”
he said, noting that Al-Ahmadi Refinery
has a dai ly oi l  ref ining capacity of
440,000 barrels while its gas liquefac-
tion capacity amounts to 1.6 billion cubic
feet.  Though KNPC initially estimated
the total cost of the project at KD 250
million (some $825 million), it was able to
contract a Korean company for just KD
147 million ($490 million), he revealed.
Khalil Ismael, in charge of KNPC’s group
II of projects, said meanwhile that the
sulfur treatment project would increase
Kuwait’s liquid sulfur storage capacity
from 14,800 tons to 340,000 tons after
adding four warehouses. —KUNA

Sulfur project
will have great
environmental
returns: KNPC

HANOI: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC)’s CEO Nizar Al-Adsani has said
that the Kuwaiti oil projects overseas
bring in rewarding and safe revenues for
the state, in line with the KPC strategy.
Adsani made the statement Thursday dur-
ing a meeting with Petrovietnam’s chair-
man during a visit to the Vietnamese capi-
tal of Hanoi, the Kuwait Petroleum
International (KPI), a KPC affiliate, added
in a press statement. The KPC top official
is inspecting the latest developments of
the joint Nghi Son Refinery project.

According to the release, Adsani lauded
KPI’s efforts, vital projects and active
partnerships serving the strategy of KPC

and its subsidiaries.  He said that KPI
focuses on high-growth markets in Asia,
appreciating the company’s staff for their
tireless efforts to expand the refining
capacity.  For his part , KPI’s CEO
Bakheet Al-Rashidi reiterated the compa-
ny’s keenness on enforcing the local eco-
logical laws in the construction, operating
and management of the Nghi Son
Refinery. He commended efforts by the
Petrovietnam’s chairman and the official
agencies for streamlining measures relat-
ed to the project.

A KPC’s high-profile delegation is on
an inspection visit to the refinery project,
including a host of the corporation’s
board of directors and KPI DCEO for
Asian operations Ghanim Al Otaibi. They
will also inspect work at the first fuel
service station of the Idemitsu Q8
Petroleum Co Ltd.

Nghi Son Refinery will be among the
largest in Asia, with a capacity of 200,000
barrels of Kuwaiti crude daily. It is expect-
ed to be commercially operated by mid-
2018. The project is located in the Nghi
Son region, about 200 kilometers south of
Hanoi.—KUNA

Oil projects
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KUWAIT: Preparations for the Horeca
Kuwait 2018 exhibition are steadily pro-
gressing and attracting more companies
to take part in such an event that pro-
vides a golden opportunity to exchange
expertise that meet the local market’s
needs and future expansion plans. In this
regard, Al-Wazzan Trading and Catering
Company, the International Center
Group (ICG) and Al-Zad recently
announced their intention to take part in
Horeca 2018. 

Speaking on the occasion, Al-
Wazzan’s General Manager Simon

Khayyat stressed that Al-Wazzan sup-
plies and distributes 100,000 meals on a
daily basis. He added that the company
is keen on winning customers and con-
sumers’ trust as a ‘100 percent Kuwaiti
company’ and one of the subsidiaries of
the Mezzan Holding Group, which was
founded by the late Jassem Mohammed
Al-Wazzan in the early 1940s. He added
that the company has a staff of over
1,800 employees and a fleet of over 160
trucks and warehouses. 

Also speaking on the occasion, ICG’s
General Manager Emad Shaker Al-
Samman stressed that ICG had a 57-
year career in the business. He added
that ICG has a great reputation in cater-
ing in both Kuwait and the entire Middle
East. He added that ICG had several
subsidiary companies such as Al-
Mohannad for Food Stuff; the exclusive
agent of international brands. “We are
always after perfection and are proud

that our group comprises of a group of
specialized and talented companies,” he
added, pointing out that self-confidence
was the key to rapid growth.  

The Horeca Kuwait 2018 exhibition

is due to be organized by Leaders
Group in collaboration with Hospitality
Services Company at the Kuwait
International Fairgrounds in Mishref
from January 15-17,2018.

ICG, Wazzan
co-sponsor
Horeca 2018
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