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Yemen rebel alliance unravels 
as strongman turns to Saudis

Saleh ready for ‘new page’ with coalition as clashes rage
SANAA: The rebel alliance controlling Yemen’s capital
appeared to crumble yesterday as a strongman
opposed to the internationally recognized government
reached out to the Saudi-led coalition fighting the
insurgents. The rift within rebel ranks erupted into vio-
lence in Sanaa this week, raising fears of a new front in
a three-year war that has claimed thousands of lives
and triggered a major humanitarian crisis in Yemen.

Former president Ali Abdullah Saleh, who joined
forces with the Iran-backed Houthi rebels in 2014 to
seize the capital, said yesterday he was ready to talk to
the Saudi-led coalition if it lifts a crippling blockade on
Yemen. His sudden about-face sparked warnings of ret-
ribution by the Houthis, whose supporters have clashed
with Saleh loyalists this week in Sanaa, leaving dozens
dead or wounded.

The armed groups fought for control over key positions
in the city yesterday, including ministries and the interna-
tional airport, according to security sources and witnesses.
Sanaa international airport is under the coalition blockade
imposed last month on all Yemeni borders after a missile
fired by the Houthis was intercepted near Riyadh. Streets
across Sanaa were empty on Saturday night as Yemenis
stayed home fearing a new round of clashes, with one resi-
dent describing the city as a “ghost town”. 

For decades bitter enemies, Saleh and rebel chief
Abdulmalik Al-Houthi teamed up three years ago to
drive President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi’s government
from Sanaa to the country’s south. But the fragile rebel
alliance has shown signs of unraveling for months. The
head of the Houthis’ Ansarullah group warned that the
biggest winner from what he described as Saleh’s “sedi-
tion” was the Saudi-led coalition. “I appeal to the leader
Saleh to show more wisdom and maturity... and not to
heed incitement calls,” Houthi said in a speech on the
group’s Al-Masirah TV, adding that his group was ready
to sit down for arbitration and abide by any ruling.

Saleh’s open overture to Saudi Arabia came a day
after talks aimed at ending the rebel infighting failed to
broker a truce. “I call on our brothers in neighboring
countries... to stop their aggression and lift the block-
ade... and we will turn the page,” Saleh said in a tele-
vised speech. “We vow to our brothers and neighbors
that, after a ceasefire is in place and the blockade is lift-
ed ... we will hold dialogue directly through the legiti-
mate authority represented by our parliament.”

The Houthis quickly hit back, accusing Saleh of stag-
ing a “coup against our alliance” and “back-stabbing”.
“It is neither strange nor surprising that Saleh would 

Continued on Page 11

SANAA: Houthi fighters man an anti-aircraft gun in the Yemeni capital yesterday during clashes with
supporters of Yemeni ex-president Ali Abdullah Saleh.  — AP 

CAIRO: Former Egyptian prime minister Ahmed Shafiq,
who last week announced his intention of running for
the presidency in 2018, has been taken from his home in
the United Arab Emirates and is being deported to
Egypt, his family told Reuters yesterday. Shafiq, a for-
mer air force commander and government minister, is
seen as the strongest potential opponent of President
Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi should the latter, as expected,
decide to run for a second term in an election set for
around April 2018.

UAE news agency WAM said Shafiq has left the
Emirates, an ally of Sisi’s government, for Egypt without
giving any details on why or how he departed. It said his
family had remained behind in the Emirates. A Gulf source
familiar with the matter said earlier: “Shafiq has publicly

asked to go to Egypt and
his wish will be met.”

Shafiq’s daughter May
Shafiq, told Reuters that
authorities had come for
him at his home yesterday
and sent him to Cairo. “We
were about to leave to
travel to France. They came
and took him. They deport-
ed him in a private plane.
They said they will deport
him to Egypt,” May said.
“Just because he
announced he will run for
president they deported him to Egypt and I don’t know
what will they do to him... No one is allowed to run for
president” she said. Shafiq’s lawyer on her Facebook
page also said he had been taken from the family home.
One aide said she witnessed officials arriving at the
house and was told that Shafiq would be deported to
Egypt onboard a private plane. 

Continued on Page 11

Ex-Egypt premier 
Shafiq ‘deported’ 
from UAE to Cairo

Ahmed Shafiq

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump wel-
comed yesterday a landmark tax cut bill passed by
the Senate - a step toward a big win overshadowed
by an ominous turn for him in the probe into Russian
meddling in the US election. Trump also insisted,
again, that there was no collusion between his cam-
paign and Russia. In an early morning Twitter post,

Trump called the bill the biggest tax cut in US histo-
ry and said his Republican Party would now work
with the House of Representatives, which has passed
its own tax bill, to produce a common version.

Passage would mark a first major victory for
Trump’s sputtering legislative agenda. “Thank you to
House and Senate Republicans for your hard work
and commitment!” Trump wrote. After a marathon
session that stretched into the night, the chamber
voted 51 to 49 in favor of the biggest US tax over-
haul in 31 years. Both the Senate and House versions
lower the corporate tax rate to 20 percent from 35
percent, and include more modest tax cuts aimed at
individuals across all income levels.

Continued on Page 11

Trump welcomes 
tax cut vote marred 
by very bad week

NEW YORK: US President Donald Trump looks for people in the audience as he speaks at a fundraiser
yesterday. — AP 
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KUWAIT: In preparation for the 38th Summit for the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Kuwait began Friday to hoist the national flags of fellow Gulf countries at main high-
ways and bridges. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait has already completed the delivery of invitations from His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) leaders to attend the 38th GCC summit due in Kuwait on December 5-6, an official source at the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry said. The invitations were handed to
Gulf leaders by Kuwaiti ambassadors in GCC member states, the source added. His Highness the Amir has acted as a mediator to bridge the gaps between GCC states ever
since the diplomatic crisis between them started in June. —KUNA

Kuwait completes delivering
summit invitations to GCC leaders

Zain Community Partner
of fifth Qout Market

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications com-
pany in Kuwait, announced its Community Partnership
of the fifth season of Qout Market; Kuwait’s largest arti-
sanal farmers gathering. The event commenced at
Shaheed Park - Second Phase, and will be held on the
first Saturday of every month until March 2018 under
the patronage of the Minister of Commerce and
Industry and Acting Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Khalid Al-Roudhan. 

Zain is eager to play a vital role by partnering with
Qout Market as part of its ongoing efforts of empower-
ing local talents who contribute to shouldering the
national economy. The company’s solid and well-

focused Corporate Sustainability and Social
Responsibility strategy continuously works towards
identifying initiatives like Qout Market that carry a
clear objective of developing local talents. 

Zain will be participating in the event through its
own booth, which will serve as a platform for all visitors
wishing to know more about the company’s latest offer-
ings, promotions, and smart devices. The company will
also hold several competitions and draws for visitors
with valuable prizes.  

The community-based farmers market helps and
supports local farmers and artisans to exchange
thoughts and ideas while offering the opportunity for

visitors to express their opinions towards the products
available. Qout Market has a proven record of success,
having attracted over 15,000 visitors in previous sea-
sons. The market’s selection of vendors includes a com-
bination of fresh produced items as well as handmade
items where people can stop by to enjoy on the spot.

Zain expressed its ongoing keenness in supporting
events that uplift local talents to higher levels, by
encouraging outstanding projects and ideas. Zain’s sup-
port is aimed at investing in the creative abilities of
Kuwaiti entrepreneurs, preparing them to engage in the
business world by encouraging them further and nur-
turing innovation within their businesses.

Under Minister of Commerce’s patronage

KUWAIT: Minister Khalid Al-Roudhan poses with Zain officials at the
company’s booth.

Al-Shaheed Park hosts
5th Int’l Green Roof
Congress in Feb 2018
KUWAIT: In a joint press release, Engineer Bader Al-
Salman - President of the Federation of Kuwaiti
Engineering Offices and Consultant Houses and
Engineer Khaled Salem Al-Fouzan - General Manager
of the Associated Engineering Partnership (TAEP) and
member of the International Green Roof Association,
announced yesterday the convening of the 5th
International Green Roof Congress due to be held on
17 and 18 of February 2018. Salman and Fouzan were
delighted to announce the convening of this congress
confirming that environmental protection is one of the
most serious challenges facing governments and soci-
eties. Increasing green areas at all possible spaces
became an objective of environmental protection sup-
port agencies everywhere. 

Commenting on the convening of the 5th
International Green Roof Congress, Eng. Al-Salman
said, “The environment represents one of the basic
challenges that governments strive to tackle in every
aspect. However, we believe that it is a shared responsi-
bility and affects us all.  Therefore, we joined our efforts
to those of the Associated Engineering Partnership
(TAEP), the International Green Roof Association, and

NoufEXPO  to organize this international event. Kuwait
has always been leading in its environmental strategies
and initiatives to adopt new and innovative technolo-
gies that deliver environmentally sustainable benefits to
its people and society. 

In his turn, Fouzan commented on the Congress by
saying, “the International Green Roof Association
(IGRA) is mainly concerned with the ecological Green
Roof idea as a tool of sustainable, regional and urban
development. The basic idea is to utilize the cement
blocks that occupy our cities and urban areas with veg-
etation. Green Roofs have become a very important
component of sustainable urban development within
the last 30 years. I have the honor to represent Kuwait
at the International Green Roof Association (IGRA)
that works with officials in the various countries to
develop their Green Roof standards and initiatives.”

IGRA is a multi-national, non-profit organization
that offers the platform and infrastructure for inde-
pendent “pro-Green Roof” lobby that works with
political decision-makers and investors. Green roofs
have both private owner benefits and public benefits.
Private benefits include increased roof life due to pro-
tection from harsh weather conditions, reduced noise
levels, a thermal insulation effect that reduces the use
of primary energy, and Green Roofs offer various pos-
sibilities for usage, including: natural refuges for
insects and plants, recreational roof gardens, roof
cafes, and sporting areas. Public benefits include pro-
viding a Natural Habitat for Animals and Plants,
improved stormwater retention that can reduce the

immediate water runoff by 50-90 percent, reduction of
urban areas’ temperatures in Summer in what is known
as the “Urban Heat Island Effect”, reduction of dust
and smog levels resulting from the weather or indus-
tries, and finally, providing better quality of life in cities
by improving the landscape.

The Congress is mainly targeted to all those who
are responsible for or interested in urban planning and
real estate development, such as Kuwait Municipality,
Ministry of Public Works, Public Authority for
Agriculture and Fisheries, and real estate companies.
In addition, the event targets environmental and edu-
cational institutions such as the Public Authority for
Environment protection, Kuwait Scientific Research
Center, Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Science, Kuwait University, Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training, and other private
universities.

Concluding their joint press release, Salman and
Fouzan said that Al-Shaheed Park 1 and 2 represent an
excellent manifestation of Green Roof technologies and
implementations. Selecting the Park to host the 5th
International Green Roof Congress sends a clear mes-
sage to the whole world that Kuwait enjoys a deep sense
of responsibility towards the environment while combin-
ing that with a high level of elegance and beauty. They
invited all the government agencies, organizations, insti-
tutions, and specialists who would like to be part of this
first of its kind event in Kuwait to call the Associated
Engineering Partnership on Telephone number +965
97378095 or via email at igra.kwt@hotmail.com. 

Bader Al-Salman

Khaled Al-Fouzan

Kuwait has sent out official invitations to all Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries including Qatar
and Oman for the 38th GCC summit that is scheduled
for December 5 and 6 in Kuwait. The move raised sev-
eral questions, expectations as well as hopes, such as
whether Qatar will accept the invitation and who will
represent it, and will the leaders of the other four Gulf
states participate despite the ongoing dispute. What
are the possible scenarios? Shall we witness an end to
the Gulf crisis by the end of this gathering?

Kuwait is exerting efforts to bring all parties to one
table despite the schism. It seems to me that this is the
main message that fully diagnoses the vision of the
Kuwaiti mediator, who still hopes for a diplomatic solu-
tion to all conflicts, especially since this crisis is a Gulf
issue between brothers who are facing similar chal-
lenges in the region. Work is underway to finalize
arrangements for the Gulf summit’s guests according to
the date announced, and this is an indicator of the pos-
sibility of dialogue on the Gulf crisis even if the dispute
does not end fully by the end of the summit.

I think that the invitation from Kuwait for the sum-
mit was not in vain and that the timing would not have
been possible without the initial approval of heads of
the Gulf countries, including Qatar, to participate with-
out specifying the level of representation, and this can-
not be confirmed today. Most press reports stated that
Kuwait received assurances from Riyadh that it is keen
on the GCC system and open to resolving the Gulf cri-
sis. I guess Kuwaiti diplomatic moves in recent weeks
mean that consultation on the summit was held before
official procedures began and were released to media.

I think there is a chance for a possible partial eas-
ing of the Gulf crisis. Since the outbreak of the Gulf
problem about seven months ago, there was no direct
meeting between the parties involved, which means
that the Kuwaiti summit will be the first direct contact
between the Gulf officials in this purely Gulf gather-
ing, and this is a gain and success for Kuwaiti foreign
policy.

The previous summit was held in the Bahraini capi-
tal of Manama, which was attended by British Prime
Minister Theresa May. The British leader emphasized
on the common commitment to the security of the Gulf
region and the prevention and rejection of any external
threat or interference in its internal affairs.

The question is whether any US official will attend
this summit as a guest to affirm that US policy is com-
mitted to protecting everyone from regional dangers
and emphasizing joint action to protect the interests
of all. This will be confirmed in the coming days. I
think it is a possible scenario under the current crisis,
which may have a role in ending the dilemma for the
benefit of all.

I believe that the diplomatic solution is dictated now
by international circumstances and international pres-
sures on the GCC, because the crisis in the Gulf and its
implications are linked to different interests of Western
countries. Also, maintaining the Gulf Cooperation
Council as a united Gulf system is a recognized neces-
sity for all members, despite the differences.

The summit represents a Gulf achievement,
although the level of representation of the countries is
not yet officially clear. Some thinkers and writers have
put forward some scenarios for this summit, most
notably the possibility of holding the summit as a
negotiating conference to resolve the crisis and to
confirm the continuation of the Gulf Cooperation
Council. Naturally, there is a little concern that the
summit may not end with the desired result. The GCC
summit will go ahead despite the row and the Gulf
Cooperation Council is still holding up. Gulf brother-
hood will not be affected by enemies.

GCC summit 
in Kuwait

Muna@kuwaittimes.net  

By Muna Al-Fuzai 

local spotlight
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“Is it Islamically prohibited to believe in aliens?”
“Is it scientifically proven?” “Are aliens supposed
to look like movie aliens?” All of these popular
questions are answered with a clear-cut “no, no,
no.” In clearer terms, it is permissible in Islam to
believe in the existence of unknown beings.
Meanwhile, it has never been validated in astrobi-
ology that there are grey beings that will dominate
our wet planet anytime soon. 

Presently, all we have as humans are tales and
documents that lack factual evidence of any
nature. Nonetheless, UFOs are now regaining their
popularity with the advent of social media. As
wishful thinkers, we are craving for anything to
assist our enthusiastic belief that this universe,
with its 100 billion known galaxies, has marvelous
life forms living outside our blue planet. So will our
intuitions be justified?

In 1970, at an oil station in an area called Um
Al-Aish in Kuwait, seven Kuwaiti officials accom-
panied by an American citizen noticed alarms ring-
ing. They then witnessed an unidentified flying
object that had the classic form of a flying saucer
that was larger than any kind of airplane. In five
seconds, it started to shake powerfully, then evac-
uated the scene with an “out of this world” veloci-
ty. The Kuwaitis expressed their experience to
local news stations, and one of them published in
1979 a bestseller titled ‘It Happened in Kuwait.’
This UFO sighting was reported by an English
newspaper, and it was noticed by the American
embassy. 

The MUFON UFO journal also covered it, with
a stamp on its front page that said “Arabs Report
First UFO in Kuwait.” Undoubtedly, it created a
buzz that caused mass fascination about “Kuwaiti
aliens” around the entire Arabian peninsula. Sadly,
the book was lost, and the station was destroyed
during the Iraqi invasion in the early 1990s. 

In the 1980s, during the Iran-Iraq war, a flying
object reached the Kuwaiti skies over Ahmadi. The
Kuwaiti military launched defense rockets directly
against it. Seventeen male citizens and a policeman
reported the shape of the object as an oval triangle
that became a fireball minutes after the rockets
were launched. A laser beam blasted from it, then
the ship completely disappeared. The more fantas-
tical the report was, the stronger the UFO madness
spread. 

Then the incident of flight KU542 happened. A
Kuwaiti airplane pilot - Al-Shamlan of fl ight
KU542 coming from Egypt - reported, prior to
landing, a round ball of light that moved to the
northwest of Kuwait at a speed slower than his air-
craft. Incidentally, the pilot of flight KU708 also
reported it on the same day. These events ignited a
lot of curiosity in Kuwait. But nothing was more
theatrical than cutting the signal of Kuwait’s televi-
sion station in 1978, when a supposed flying
saucer that had the same characteristics of the
1970s UFO landed on the broadcast station. But
nobody paid much attention to it until it saw inter-
national coverage by popular non-Arabic maga-
zines around the world. 

Multiple claims tend to spread every now and
then, to refresh public interest. Since science can-
not prove or disprove it, we will continue to par-
don ourselves to be creatively artistic about UFO
sightings, with our comic book like folklores that
inspire legitimate seekers. Needless to say, we are
now left with the question we all avoid: “When?”

Do Arabs believe
in aliens?

By Jeri Al-Jeri

In my view

Society demands action after former
minister’s ‘fake degrees’ claim

MoH official investigated over profiteering suspicions
By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait Society for Education Quality
(KSEQ) said that statements made by the former minis-
ter of education and higher education Dr Bader Al-
Essa, in which he claimed that 400 Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training (PAAET) officials have
fake degrees, were very serious. The society added that
Essa said that the 400 fake degrees were discovered
through an investigation conducted by a National
Assembly committee, and wondered why the concerned
teaching staff members were neither suspended nor
prosecuted. KSEQ urged lawmakers to live up to their
responsibilities and conduct a wide scale investigation
on the matter. It also urged Essa to submit the informa-
tion he had to the public prosecutor and the Public
Anticorruption Authority.

Official questioned
The Ministry of Health (MoH) referred a pharmaceutical

official at a health zone to investigation over violations she
had committed in dealing with supplying companies.

According to the accusations, the official asked some of
the companies in question to dispatch her and other female
employees abroad at the companies’ expense and asking
other companies to pur-
chase TVs and laptops for
her and for other employ-
ees. Informed sources said
MoH’s legal affairs
department immediately
investigated the matter as
circulated over social
media and summoned the
official for investigation.
Notably, social media
reports showed letters
signed by the official ask-
ing the companies to facil-
itate the travel of a list of
employees to attend scientific conferences, provided they
stay in five-star hotels and fly business class. Another letter
signed by the same employee asked a company to provide
a TV, a MacBook and an iPad. 

KD 271 million 
The Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW)

informed the finance min-
istry that it needs KD 271
million this month to be
spent on salaries, services
and capital expenses. In a
different concern, MEW’s
assistant undersecretary
for water operation and
maintenance Khalifa Al-
Feraij said the ministry is
about to launch the first
conservation forum due
to be held under auspices
of Minister Essam Al-
Marzouq on Dec 6-7. 

Mullet ban
With the aim of protecting fish resources in national

waters, the Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and

Fish Resources (PAAAFR) announced a ban on fishing
mullet in national waters effective from the beginning of
December till the end of June, said the head of Kuwait
Fishermen Union Thaher Al-Sowayyan. He urged
PAAAFR to allow fishing mullet within Kuwait Bay next
season under its supervision. 

Lawyers’ fees
Oil Minister Essam Al-Marzouq said the

Petrochemicals Company had paid the fees of lawyers
and legal advice for current and former employees
referred to prosecution over the investigation of the
Dow deal. Marzouq added that the law firm hired was
paid KD 400,000, and stressed that the decision to
pay the fees was made based on Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation’s (KPC) regulations. 

New CEO
Kuwait Airways Corporation’s (KAC) board of

directors formed a five-member committee to inter-
view and select a new CEO for the company, out of
82 applicants.  

7-month mullet
fishing ban

begins

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Kuwait International Airport authorities have
aborted an attempt to smuggle an amount of heroin
into the country, Director General of the General
Administration of Customs Jamal Al-Jalawi said yester-
day. Customs officials suspected an Asian man who
arrived at the airport, as he looked nervous while his
luggage was passing through the scanning machines,

Jalawi added. The customs men searched the baggage
to find 2.6 kg of “pure heroin,” he noted. The adminis-
tration applies an obvious strategy and a well-knitted
plan to thwart smuggle attempts into the country,
Jalawi stressed.

Nugra crackdown
Security forces recently launched an inspection cam-

paign in Nugra, which resulted in arresting 68 people
including two wanted on criminal charges, six for debts,
11 absconders, five in violation of residency laws, 15 on
drug-related cases and 25 for not carrying any IDs. 

Fire
A fire broke out in a restaurant in Mubarakiya, said

security sources, noting that the fire started when a
cooking gas cylinder blew up. Firemen rushed to the
scene and managed to prevent the flames from spread-

ing to neighboring stores. Only one man was reported
injured and was rushed to hospital for treatment.
Further investigations are in progress.    

Campaign
In collaboration with EQUATE Petrochemicals

Company, the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
recently launched an awareness campaign titled ‘We
Want You Safe,’ warning campers of the potential dan-
gers during the camping season, said colonel Khalil Al-
Amir, who noted that camp-related accidents had
dropped by 26 percent in 2016-2017 compared to the
previous camping season. Amir pointed out that
campers happen to leave flammable objects unattended
causing fires. EQUATE’s Health, Security, Safety and
Environment Director Mohammad Harbi Al-Shemmari
stressed that EQUATE continues to protect campers by
ensuring their safety.

2.6 kg of ‘pure
heroin’ busted
at airport

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry officials are seen during a recent inspection campaign in Nugra.

KUWAIT: A Kuwait International Airport officer shows a
plastic bag containing pure heroin found with a pas-
senger yesterday.

KUWAIT: The first phase of the con-
struction of the liquid sulfur treatment
project has been completed, Deputy
CEO of Kuwait  National  Petroleum
Company (KNPC) said. “A warehouse
with a storage capacity of 145,000 tons
of sulfur crystals, a huge platform for
exporting sulfur and other facilities have
been built as part of the first stage,”
Fahad Al-Dihani, in charge of Al-Ahmadi
Refinery affairs, said at a press confer-
ence on Wednesday. “Four warehouses
with a total capacity of 18,154 metric
tons of liquid sulfur and units for produc-
ing sulfur crystals with a capacity of up
to 5,000 tons a day were built,” he said. 

The project will have great environ-
mental and economic returns. It is one of
the KNPC’s major initiatives to protect
environment besides the profits generat-
ed from exportation, Dihani pointed out.
“It is the country’s first project for pro-
ducing, storing and exporting solid sul-
fur.  Its units will handle liquid sulfur
from the KNPC environment-friendly
(clean) fuel project and the facilities of
Kuwait Oil Company (KOC).

“The first consignment was shipped
from the new platform early this month,”
he said, noting that Al-Ahmadi Refinery
has a dai ly oi l  ref ining capacity of
440,000 barrels while its gas liquefac-
tion capacity amounts to 1.6 billion cubic
feet.  Though KNPC initially estimated
the total cost of the project at KD 250
million (some $825 million), it was able to
contract a Korean company for just KD
147 million ($490 million), he revealed.
Khalil Ismael, in charge of KNPC’s group
II of projects, said meanwhile that the
sulfur treatment project would increase
Kuwait’s liquid sulfur storage capacity
from 14,800 tons to 340,000 tons after
adding four warehouses. —KUNA

Sulfur project
will have great
environmental
returns: KNPC

HANOI: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation
(KPC)’s CEO Nizar Al-Adsani has said
that the Kuwaiti oil projects overseas
bring in rewarding and safe revenues for
the state, in line with the KPC strategy.
Adsani made the statement Thursday dur-
ing a meeting with Petrovietnam’s chair-
man during a visit to the Vietnamese capi-
tal of Hanoi, the Kuwait Petroleum
International (KPI), a KPC affiliate, added
in a press statement. The KPC top official
is inspecting the latest developments of
the joint Nghi Son Refinery project.

According to the release, Adsani lauded
KPI’s efforts, vital projects and active
partnerships serving the strategy of KPC

and its subsidiaries.  He said that KPI
focuses on high-growth markets in Asia,
appreciating the company’s staff for their
tireless efforts to expand the refining
capacity.  For his part , KPI’s CEO
Bakheet Al-Rashidi reiterated the compa-
ny’s keenness on enforcing the local eco-
logical laws in the construction, operating
and management of the Nghi Son
Refinery. He commended efforts by the
Petrovietnam’s chairman and the official
agencies for streamlining measures relat-
ed to the project.

A KPC’s high-profile delegation is on
an inspection visit to the refinery project,
including a host of the corporation’s
board of directors and KPI DCEO for
Asian operations Ghanim Al Otaibi. They
will also inspect work at the first fuel
service station of the Idemitsu Q8
Petroleum Co Ltd.

Nghi Son Refinery will be among the
largest in Asia, with a capacity of 200,000
barrels of Kuwaiti crude daily. It is expect-
ed to be commercially operated by mid-
2018. The project is located in the Nghi
Son region, about 200 kilometers south of
Hanoi.—KUNA

Oil projects
overseas bring
high, safe
revenues: KPC

KUWAIT: Preparations for the Horeca
Kuwait 2018 exhibition are steadily pro-
gressing and attracting more companies
to take part in such an event that pro-
vides a golden opportunity to exchange
expertise that meet the local market’s
needs and future expansion plans. In this
regard, Al-Wazzan Trading and Catering
Company, the International Center
Group (ICG) and Al-Zad recently
announced their intention to take part in
Horeca 2018. 

Speaking on the occasion, Al-
Wazzan’s General Manager Simon

Khayyat stressed that Al-Wazzan sup-
plies and distributes 100,000 meals on a
daily basis. He added that the company
is keen on winning customers and con-
sumers’ trust as a ‘100 percent Kuwaiti
company’ and one of the subsidiaries of
the Mezzan Holding Group, which was
founded by the late Jassem Mohammed
Al-Wazzan in the early 1940s. He added
that the company has a staff of over
1,800 employees and a fleet of over 160
trucks and warehouses. 

Also speaking on the occasion, ICG’s
General Manager Emad Shaker Al-
Samman stressed that ICG had a 57-
year career in the business. He added
that ICG has a great reputation in cater-
ing in both Kuwait and the entire Middle
East. He added that ICG had several
subsidiary companies such as Al-
Mohannad for Food Stuff; the exclusive
agent of international brands. “We are
always after perfection and are proud

that our group comprises of a group of
specialized and talented companies,” he
added, pointing out that self-confidence
was the key to rapid growth.  

The Horeca Kuwait 2018 exhibition

is due to be organized by Leaders
Group in collaboration with Hospitality
Services Company at the Kuwait
International Fairgrounds in Mishref
from January 15-17,2018.

ICG, Wazzan
co-sponsor
Horeca 2018

Simon KhayyatEmad Al-Samman
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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A tranquil Watya Beach at night. —KUNA

The diwaniya: Center of Kuwaiti social life

Diwan Al-Nesf

Diwan Al-Asousi

KUWAIT: People gather outside a diwaniya in Kuwait City. —KUNA photos

Diwan Al-Rawdan

Diwan Al-BaderDiwan Al-Shamlan

Diwan Al-Khaled

KUWAIT: For hundreds of years, the
diwaniya has been the focal point for gather-
ings in Kuwait with various discussions
touching on all aspects of life in the country.
Historians have traced the origins of the
diwaniya, which means a gathering hall in
Kuwaiti dialect, to the sea culture. Captains
of fishing dhows and pearl merchants need-
ed a place to conduct their business and
from such humble beginnings, the idea of the
diwaniya was born.

After the formation of the Shura coun-
cil in the early 1920s, the diwaniya’s role
transformed from a place strictly for
doing business to social hubs that
touched on various subjects from politics,
religion and more. From the 1960s
onwards, diwaniyas became an integral
part of Kuwaiti culture with almost every
household having a place dedicated for
people to gather and chitchat about any-
thing and everything. —KUNA
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LONDON: Sheikha Intisar Salem Al Ali Al Sabah receives her award. —KUNA Veteran singer Nawal receives her award.

LONDON: Kuwait’s Sheikha Intisar Salem Al Ali
Al Sabah and veteran singer Nawal have won the
Arab Woman Award 2017. During a ceremony
held in London Thursday evening by the Arab
Women Organization (AWO), an intergovernmen-
tal specialized agency affiliated to the League of
Arab States, Sheikha Intisar was given the prize
for her non-profiting initiative ‘Alnowair’ for dis-
seminating positive thinking.

The event was attended by Dean of Diplomatic
Corps, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Britain Khaled Al-
Duwaisan and a representative of the London
Mayor. Sheikha Intisar voiced delight for attend-
ing the ‘distinctive’ gathering to honor Arab cre-
ative women in various fields.

She stressed the integral role of Arab women in
serving their communities, saying that in Kuwait,
for instance, they represent 80 percent of the
output of higher education.  She believes this is
the case in most world countries.

It is high time, people knew that women are

the “active element” in development and the suc-
cess of any work they get involved in, she added.
Sheikha Intisar commended support to women
by the Kuwaiti  polit ical leadership, with His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah on top.  His Highness the Amir
has relatedly directed the government to provide
all means for empowering the Kuwaiti women to

play their due role in the society, she said.
In a similar statement, Nawal, who was hon-

ored for her three-decade distinctive musical
career, said that “being honored in Britain means
a lot for me.” She urged Arab women to work
seriously and not to yield to any obstacles, say-
ing: “The path to success requires strong deter-
mination and will.”

Winners included Sudan’s Haniya Morsi, com-
munity leadership; prominent Lebanese media
f igure Raghda Dhurgham, press and media;
Lebanon’s  Maha Al-Khal i l , cul ture .  Saudi
Princess Luma Al Saud was honored in the charity
work category, Bahrain’s Sheikha Hind Al Khalifa
in trade development, and Egypt’s actress Yasmin
Sabri in promoting women’s status. Envoy Al-
Duwaisan expressed pride for taking part in the
honoring of  two Kuwait i  women in  Br i ta in .
Sheikha Intisar and Nawal have managed through
their hard efforts to realize further achievements
for Kuwait, he said. —KUNA

Sheikha Intisar, Nawal win
Arab Woman Award 2017

Organized by Arab Women Organization in London

Women form
80% of higher

education’s
output in

Kuwait

Kuwait nation of
equality: Khaled
to WPL summit
BRUSSELS: Women in Kuwait have been agents of
political, social, and economic change, through their
active participation in the economy and in a free and
open civil society, Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister
for the Americas Reem Al-Khaled said. Speaking at
the Women Political Leaders Global Forum (WPL) in
Reykjavik, Iceland on Thursday, she elaborated on the
crucial role being played by women in the progress
and development of Kuwait.

“Ever since its establishment, Kuwait has been a
nation built on equality, the preservation of freedoms,
and social and civil rights,” she underlined. Khaled
said that women in Kuwait were elected to the
National Assembly and the Municipal Council, and
appointed to a number of Ministerial posts.  “And one
of the strategic goals of Kuwait ’s National
Development plan is the empowerment of women in
decision-making positions in the fields of economics,
politics, and social issues,” stressed the Kuwaiti
diplomat.

She noted that there is a positive trend in women
reaching leadership positions within the public sector.
In 2010, women held only 7.6 percent of leadership
positions below the level of Minister within the public
sector, but that percentage has grown steadily and in
2014, women in the public sector held 23 percent of
the leadership positions below the level of Minister.

In the education sector, there are more women
than men enrolled in primary, secondary, and higher
education in Kuwait. The State of Kuwait ranked
highest in closing the gender gap in high school and
university enrolment in the MENA region, she said.
“And these young women excelling in their education
today are the political, social, and economic leaders
of tomorrow,” said Khaled.

In fact, the post of Minister of State for Planning
and Development was held by a woman in the last
three cabinets, which reflects the important role
played by women in key decision-making at the high-
est levels, she said.

Kuwait’s election as member of Commission on the
Status of Women for the period from 2016-2020, is
another example of our dedication to women’s
empowerment.  Women are active participants in the
labor market, holding 46.5 percent of positions in the
public sector, and 58.6 percent of positions in the
private sector, and a 3.5 percent unemployment rate
as of 2015, she stressed.  Kuwaiti law guarantees
equal pay for equal work, and prohibits discrimina-
tion in wages on the basis of gender.

She stated Kuwait has also been elected as a non-
permanent member of the UN Security Council for
the period of 2018-2019, and is dedicated to advanc-
ing the causes of peace and security around the
world.

“Among Kuwait’s priorities during our membership
is the peaceful resolution of conflicts, which is a
founding tenet of Kuwait’s foreign policy. Kuwait’s
commitment to the maintenance of peace has also led
to it undertaking a number of mediating roles on the
international stage, at the request of parties

involved,” said Khaled. In this same spirit, Kuwait
supports the involvement of women in mediation
efforts and in the prevention, management, and reso-
lution of conflicts, added the Kuwaiti diplomat.

Over 300 women parliamentarians and other sen-
ior politicians from nearly 100 countries attended the
two-day forum, which ended Thursday night. The
Counselor at the Kuwaiti embassy in Brussels, Fahad
Al-Jaimaz also attended the Forum.  The Women
Political Leaders Global Forum (WPL) is the global
network of female politicians. The mission of WPL is
to increase both the number and the influence of
women in political leadership. It is an independent,
international, and not-for-profit foundation based in
Reykjavik, Iceland.  —KUNA

Forums enhance
Kuwait’s position:
Ambassador
ROME: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Italy Sheikh Ali Al-
Sabah on Friday stressed the importance of supporting
Kuwait’s civil society organizations, mainly the youth
ones, to take part in the international forums in order to
boost Kuwait’s status globally. The ambassador made the
statement during a meeting with vice-president of World
Federation of Engineering Organizations (WFEO) Zainab
Garashi and Kuwaiti engineer Jafar Sadeq at the
embassy’s headquarters in the Italian capital, the Kuwait
Embassy in Rome said in a statement. The envoy affirmed
Kuwait’s constant support for young people in different
specializations to take part in the global organizations’
activities willingly, it added.  He stated that Garashi
reviewed her role at the federation, supported by her col-
leagues at the Kuwaiti Society of Engineers. —KUNA

BRUSSELS: Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister for the
Americas Reem Al-Khaled speaks during the forum. —KUNA

Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister for the Americas Reem
Al-Khaled and Fahad Al Jaimaz, counselor at the Kuwait
embassy in Brussels.
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LONDON: Delivery rider Jabed Hussain was waiting at a
traffic light one night in east London when two attackers
sprayed acid in his face and stole his moped. It was one of
hundreds of attacks in the British capital every year that
have prompted government intervention and left the city’s
police force asking the public for help to tackle the crime
wave. Hussain recalled feeling “burning on my face” during
the robbery in Hackney. “If they want to take my bike,
there are a lot of weapons... why (have) they got to choose
the weapon of acid?” he told AFP as he returned to the
spot where the attack happened. The number of assaults is
increasing rapidly. 

The British capital saw 454 acid attacks reported last
year, up from 261 in 2015 and 166 the year before.  Hussain
suffers from chest problems after swallowing water which
he believes contained traces of the acid, although his hel-
met protected much of his face and he has no visible scars.
A pizza delivery driver attacked in north-east London last
month was not so lucky, left in a critical condition after
being sprayed with acid while his helmet visor was up.

‘Scared’ Londoners 
Jaf Shah, head of the London-based Acid Survivors

Trust International, said victims were “incredibly strong,

resilient and courageous individuals”. “Because when you
take into account the devastation of such an attack, it
requires an enormous amount of strength to go through
and recover,” he told AFP. Shah blamed the increase in
attacks on a lack of
regulation to stop peo-
ple buying acid,
although he noted the
recent cases have
“concentrated the
minds of government
officials”. Home
Secretary Amber Rudd
announced new pro-
posals in October to
force people carrying
acid to prove they have
a legitimate reason,
taking the same
approach used to tackle knife violence where possession
of the weapon alone is criminalized. Rudd also plans to
require people buying high-concentrate sulphuric acid-
such as drain cleaner-to apply for a Home Office licence.

MP Stephen Timms called for the changes in parliament

in July, after his east London constituency of East Ham suf-
fered a spate of attacks. His intervention followed an
attack against two cousins who were sitting in their car in
Beckton, leaving both with life-changing injuries. “What

we cannot do is allow a situ-
ation where people feel
scared to walk around the
streets,” he told AFP in his
local library. “And that’s the
position we were getting into
after that attack on the two
cousins, people just thought
it wasn’t safe to walk up and
down the road anymore.”

‘Melted their skin’    
With many offenders in

their teens or early 20s, East
Ham’s borough of Newham in

east London has preempted new legislation by asking
shopkeepers to challenge young people buying acid and
refuse sales if they are suspicious of customers’ intentions.
“The response in Newham has been really positive...
Shopkeepers are actually very happy to be involved in

addressing this problem,” said Timms. While police have
had some success in confiscating acid on the streets,
Hackney’s borough commander Simon Laurence appealed
to parents, teachers and social workers to ask young people
what they’re carrying in plastic bottles. 

“What’s in it? Why are they carrying it? Because the
police can’t stop this alone, and we need the help of the
community,” he told AFP outside Mangle nightclub in east
London, where 22 people were injured in April with a sub-
stance the same strength as hydrochloric acid. “It melted
their skin, and they would have been in horrendous pain.
Some of those victims will have life-changing injuries that
they will be reminded of every day,” Laurence said, after a
25-year-old man was convicted over the attack.

London police carry acid response kits to treat victims
and Laurence said the force wanted to be able to test sub-
stances on the streets. “The bit we’ve got to be able to get
better at is identifying what’s in the bottle when someone’s
carrying it-and to stop people thinking they’re able to use
it to cause such horrendous injuries.” Fearful of returning to
work, Hussain thinks more still needs to be done to make
people realise the devastating impact of such a weapon.
“Why (do) they use the acid to destroy somebody’s face,
and destroy somebody’s life?” he asked.—AFP 

Fear in London as acid attacks soar
British capital records 454 acid attacks last year

City of the dead 
takes shape 
underneath 
Jerusalem
JERUSALEM: Under the serene and silent hills
of Jerusalem’s largest Jewish cemetery, a team
drills into stone to create a vast underground
burial site, melding modern technologies with
ancient concepts.  A shortage of burial space in
Jerusalem along with the requirements of Jewish
law have brought together religious undertakers
and a tunneling expert to create the new under-
ground complex. When completed, it will contain
thousands of new graves set among state-of-
the-art lighting, elevators and ventilation sys-
tems, at a cost of some 200 million shekels ($57
million, 48 million euros).

Officials overseeing the project call it the first
of its kind in the modern world.  On a recent day,
heavy equipment gnawed away at the stone
under the plots of Har Hamenuhot, Jerusalem’s
largest Jewish cemetery on the city’s western
outskirts. Traditional Judaism requires the
deceased to be buried in earth, as per the verse
in the Bible’s Book of Genesis about man’s
inevitable “return to the ground”, and prohibits
moving the interred. Finite land resources have
forced religious burial societies, known as Hevra
Kadisha, to find solutions.  In recent years,
cemeteries have installed burial walls and other
types of structures. But the situation in
Jerusalem is perhaps more dire than elsewhere.
It is where, according to Jewish belief, the resur-

rection of the dead will commence at the end of
times. As a result, Jews from around the world
have strived throughout history to have their
remains laid to rest in Jerusalem, creating a huge
challenge for the city’s burial societies. “We can’t
keep up with the demand for cemetery space,”
said Yehuda Bashari, of Hevra Kadisha Kehilat
Jerusalem, which is responsible for some 60 per-
cent of Jewish burial plots in the city, “hence the
idea of underground burial.”

Around 22,000 graves
Bashari’s organization had long considered

the idea of an underground site, but nothing
came of it until one of Israel’s top tunnellers

could no longer stand the sight of Har
Hamenuhot endlessly expanding on a hill over-
looking the highway to Tel Aviv. “Every morning
I’d drive in and see the cemetery,” said Arik
Glazer, CEO of Rolzur Tunnelling, which is also
carrying out digging for the city’s new central
train station. “It just looked bad.” Glazer had
heard of a paper written at Israel’s prestigious
Technion Institute of Technology about under-
ground burial spaces and “formulated an idea
for how to solve the problem”. 

They started digging in 2014. In a vast under-
ground hall, laborers wearing helmets and fluores-
cent vests operate a massive drill to pierce a hole into
its wall, sending fine dust flying.  —AFP

Man with young 
woman’s heart
CAPE TOWN: Fifty years ago South
Africa stunned the world: A surgeon in
Cape Town, Christiaan Barnard, suc-
cessfully transplanted the heart of a
woman into the chest of a dying man.
Here is a narrative, largely based on
AFP reporting at the time, of the
extraordinary details surrounding the
first human-to-human heart transplant.

A terrible accident
Ann Washkansky could not have

imagined that the traffic accident she
comes across on December 2, 1967,
would bring both life and fame to her
terminally ill husband. As Washkansky is
driving back from visiting her husband
at Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town
when she sees a vehicle slam into
Denise Darvall, a young bank worker, as
she is crossing a busy road. Her body
flies through the air and her head
smashes into a parked car, fracturing
her skull. It is soon clear that Darvall is
brain dead. But her heart is still beating.

‘Save this man’ 
Louis Washkansky, 53, has been told

he has only weeks left to live because of
severe heart failure. He accepts without
hesitation a barely imaginable proposi-

tion from Barnard: a heart transplant.
Successful transplants of kidneys and
livers have been carried out for years
but none so far with a human heart, the
core of life itself. The father of 25-year-old
Denise quickly gives his consent. “If you
can’t save my daughter, you must try and
save this man,” Edward Darvall is quoted
as saying in Donald McRae’s 2006 book
“Every Second Counts: The Race to
Transplant the First Human Heart”.

‘It’s going to work!’  
The operation starts in the early

hours of December 3. Denise’s heart is
removed and placed in a 10-degree
Celsius (50-degree Fahrenheit) solution
for transfer to an operating room where
around 20 doctors, nurses and techni-
cians are gathered around Louis. The
tension is knife-edge, a young intern
who was present recounts in an AFP
story filed the following day. “When the
last anastomosis (connection) was done,
it was the moment of truth. Everyone
craned their necks for a better view. In
the complete silence, Professor Barnard
murmured: ‘Christ, it’s going to work!’,”
says the intern, whose name is not giv-
en. “The anaesthetist then called out the
pulse rate: 50, 70, 75 and then, half an
hour later, 100,” the intern recounts.
“The mood was extraordinary. We knew
everything had gone well. Suddenly, the
professor removed his gloves and asked
for a cup of tea.” —AFP

LONDON: Motorcycle delivery drivers and motorcyclists take part in a demonstration in Parliament Square in central London, following a spate of acid attacks
on July 13. —AFP 

New legislation 
seeks to curb 
selling of acid 

JERUSALEM: Photo shows a worker standing next to burial holes bored
into the wall in the underground burial site dug below Jerusalem’s Har
Hamenuhot Jewish cemetery. —AFP 
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Sinai massacre points to 
an even more bloody IS

Carnage crossed a new line - even by militants’ brutal standards

Established 1961 

CAIRO: The massacre of more than 300 worshippers at a
mosque in Egypt’s Sinai crossed a new line - even by mili-
tants’ brutal standards - and could be a sign the Islamic
State group is trying to make up for the loss of its
“caliphate” in Iraq and Syria or that an even more ultra-
extremist faction is rising in power. Either way, if the IS
affiliate in Sinai does have a new readiness to slaughter
Muslims, that threatens to put a further strain on Egypt’s
security forces and intimidate anyone cooperating with the
government in the fight against militants. But it also could
raise a backlash against IS, prompting Sinai tribes to
cooperate with the military and take greater action to stop
any of their members from joining the group.

The IS-linked mili-
tants waging a cam-
paign of violence in the
Sinai and other parts of
the country the past
three years have tradi-
tionally targeted secu-
rity forces, government
officials, Christians and
Muslim civilians sus-
pected of collaborating
with authorities.
However, the Nov. 24
attack - the bloodiest
ever militant attack in
Egypt - hit ordinary Muslims gathered for a Friday sermon,
followers of the mystical movement in Islam known as Sufism
that militants view as heretical.  “The ceiling of who is an infi-
del has risen to include worshippers and to view the slaying
of Muslims inside mosques as permissible,” said Ahmed Ban,
an Egyptian expert on Islamic extremist groups.

Ban suspects that followers of an ultra-extremist IS fac-
tion known as “Hazimiyoun” played a role or were behind
the mosque attack.It may also be possible that other IS mil-
itants carried it out, feeling pressure from the Hazimiyoun
faction’s rising power to show they are not “soft.”

There has been no claim of responsibility for the Sinai
attack, and it is impossible to confirm that the faction did
have a role. Some experts believe that IS may have felt it
needed a “showcase” attack to show it remains deadly

even after losing almost all its territory in Syria and Iraq.
Tore Hamming, a researcher at the European University
Institute focusing on jihadis and ideological differences
within IS, said the mosque butchery was not necessarily
connected to the Hazimiyoun faction. No IS fighters
“would consider Sufis true Muslims.” He believed the
attack came from a “great need (among IS) for large sym-
bolic attacks.”

Even before the attack, Egyptian newspapers reported
the emergence of the Hazimiyoun faction in Egypt. One
quoted a prosecution official saying detained Egyptian IS
suspects told their interrogators that they are followers of
the Hazimiyoun and consider some IS leaders as infidels.

The faction is named after a
radical cleric, Ahmad bin
Omar al-Hazimi, who has
been imprisoned in his home
country of Saudi Arabia since
2015. It considers as infidels
- and therefore as legitimate
to kill - all Muslims who do
not accept the Islamic State
group’s interpretation of
Islam. Even further, it says
those who don’t consider
such people as infidels are
also infidels deserving of
death. Al Hazimi himself is not

known as an IS member but his ideology has gained sup-
port within IS ranks.

The Islamic State group is notorious for atrocities in
Iraq, Syria and elsewhere, including against fellow
Muslims; the group argues that killings of Muslims are jus-
tified when they were fighting IS or cooperating with its
enemies or belong to branches of Islam it rejects, like
Shiism. In Yemen, four IS suicide bombers struck two
mosques filled with worshippers, killing over 130 people in
one day in March 2015.

But IS largely argued that Muslims in general, even if
they haven’t sworn allegiance to IS, are not necessarily
legitimate targets, on grounds of “ignorance” - namely,
that they may not have the religious knowledge to accept
IS. The Hazimiyoun faction rejects the “ignorance” excuse.

The feud within IS has been stoked by the group’s military
defeats in Iraq and Syria. Hazimiyoun clerics have blamed
IS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and his “lenient” ideology
for the setbacks. But the tensions date back to 2015, when
IS in Syria executed a number of pro-Hazimiyoun clerics
because of their excesses in declaring others infidels.

The more radical free hand has been criticized by al-
Qaida-linked groups and other extremists in Egypt.
Another militant group fighting the government in Sinai,
called Jund al-Islam, said in a recent audio message that it
had ambushed an IS patrol to avenge attacks on other
Muslims.  Whether due to growing Hazimiyoun influence
or not, the first major militant attack on a Muslim congre-
gation in Egypt underscored that IS could dramatically
expand its targets. That could strain Egypt’s security

forces, already stretched thin across much of the country
to protect government facilities, major thoroughfares and
tourist hotels, as well as banks, churches and museums.  

The militants have targeted individual Sufis in the past.
Extremists consider some Sufi practices to be a form of
idolatry and heresy, but millions of Egyptians follow
Sufism, and it is considered part of mainstream Islam. The
targeted mosque was the headquarters of a local Sufi
order, but non-Sufis were also among the 305 killed last
week, including workers from a nearby salt factory.  “Any
segment of society now is game for them,” said
Mohammed Gomaa, an expert on extremist groups from
the Al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies.
He said the mosque attack was “certainly the work of one
of IS factions.—AP

SERRES: Although Ibrahim Hondeta’s Yazidi family
reached Greece a year ago after fleeing persecution,
they still fear being the target of violence and are fight-
ing to keep their community together.  Having run the
gauntlet of invasion, combat, killings and enslavement
by Islamic State jihadists in Iraq, the members of this
religious minority have found temporary shelter in the
largely agricultural region of Serres in northern Greece.
The camp they have been allocated to is one of the best
in the country-their prefabricated homes have air con-
ditioning and solar panels to heat water.  The grounds
are clean and there is a playground for the children. 

Many hope to be reunited with other Yazidis strand-
ed in Greece, but with the country struggling to man-
age more than 50,000 refugees and migrants stranded
on its territory, that is not always an option. “Creating a
camp just for Yazidis is neither possible nor viable,”
said a Greek official with knowledge of refugee man-
agement efforts. The camp can normally accommodate
700 people. At the moment there are some 350 Yazidis,
most of them women and children, waiting for EU-
sponsored relocation to other parts of Europe.

‘They hunted us down’ 
Greece’s policy is to move eligible refugees from

overcrowded island camps where they undergo identity
checks upon arrival from Turkey-to the mainland, where
more comfortable accommodation is available in better
camps, UN-funded flats and hotels. But the Yazidis, who
have already faced an ordeal keeping their dwindling
community together thus far, oppose this policy.

This is partly down to fear of other communities.
They had a scare earlier this year, when a Yazidi cele-
bration in Kilkis, another part of northern Greece,
descended into violence between Arabs and
Kurds.”(The Arabs) threatened to kill us. They hunted
us down with knives and clubs. We had to hide in a for-
est to save our lives,” says 55-year-old Hondeta, sitting
on a bench outside the camp. “After that, we asked to
be given a safe place for our families and we ended up
here together.” Since that time, they have frustrated the
Greek government’s attempts to bring in non-Yazidis.
They recently blocked the transfer of 60 Congolese and
Senegalese mothers and their children to the Serres
camp, the government official said.  All of them were
Catholic.  In Athens, a migration ministry source said
every effort is being made to facilitate and protect the
Yazidis from possible harm. “To my knowledge, there
hasn’t been an incident in 10 months,” the official told
AFP, speaking on condition of anonymity. —AFP

Islamic State
trying to make

up for loss of 
its ‘caliphate’ 

Yazidis struggle to 
integrate despite 
shelter in Greece 

An image grab shows US-made Egyptian army Apache attack helicopters flying from an
airfield. —AFP 

Starry-eyed 
CAR cyclists 
‘race to forget’
BANGUI: The country is chronically unstable and gripped
by militia violence, its unpaved streets are a rush of crazy
traffic-and for the vast majority of its impoverished citizens,
a new bike is a laughable dream. But nothing deters the
plucky racing cyclists of Central African Republic (CAR). At
dawn, in dusty Bangui, a peloton weaves around white troop
carriers of the UN force in a training session as part of
efforts to revive the competitive sport in a nation ravaged
by poverty and war. “There are no race teams left in Central
Africa. There used to be more than 10 of them and they
supported athletes and bought equipment,” says Christ-
Noel Yarafa, who has run the cycling federation for a dozen
years, through thick and thin. “Now there’s nothing.” Yarafa
uses his own car to shield the group of cyclists from traffic.

Bikes stolen   
“If we had the bikes, we could train up young people,” he

says, speaking with one hand on the gear stick and the other on
the horn. “But the Seleka stole all our bikes in 2013 during the
‘troubles’,” he says, referring to the violence that has wracked
the country for more than four years. The Seleka are a onetime
rebel alliance, mainly Muslim, which ousted president Francois
Bozize in 2013, unleashing a counter-offensive by so-called
self-defense militias, the “anti-balaka.”  Routed from Bangui in
a French-led military intervention, ex-rebels and their mostly
Christian militia foes wreaked havoc elsewhere. This weekday,
a score of riders has risen early to do a circuit of 60 kilometers
around the capital. Yarafa suddenly swears because his cyclists
have gone out of sight. He can’t keep up because of the traffic
jams, he complains. “In the old days,” he recalls, “we had cars
and motorbikes with flashing lights to clear the way. I now have
to pay a motorcycle-taxi to do it.” The cyclists, though, seem
not to care and do not look back. Perched on their machines,
they wear old mismatched outfits.

Foreign trip   
By 8:00 am, the training session is over. The cyclists,

most of them very young, hang around to chat for a bit
before heading off for a day’s work or study or unemploy-
ment. “I want to become a pro”, smiles Herve Zabo, 26,
who earns a living doing odd jobs. “And I want to win
international competitions!” chips in Fatimatou Maidida, a
19-year-old student. She and Zabo have both taken part in
races abroad, the only way for Central Africans to display
their talent. “I took part in a race in Morocco in 2015. It
was amazing,” Maidida says with a broad smile, still sport-
ing her helmet and sunglasses. 

“But I was the only one who didn’t have a decent bike.
My bike jammed up a few kilometers short of the finish
line.” Other teams had a trainer or a mechanic to take care
of such hitches, but Maidida had no such luxuries, and had
to give up. She was one of two girls taking part in today’s
training session, out of only a handful of women registered
as cyclists in the CAR. Crouched on the roadside beside

her, Gustave is upset. He couldn’t complete the day’s exer-
cise. “When I put the chain on the chain wheel, it keeps
slipping off. It’s hard to ride. Plus this bike isn’t my size,” he
complains.

All about the money   
“It’s a money problem,” sighs Yarafa.  The state owes

grants worth “about 600,000 francs” (900 euros, $1,100),
but Yarafa says he hasn’t seen a single cent in his years as
head of the federation. “They tell me that the coffers are
empty.” With half the population of some 4.6 million sub-
sisting on humanitarian aid, the sport survives here thanks
to the generosity of a cycling-mad-and anonymous-expa-
triate, who brings back bikes and jerseys from Paris. The
60-odd cyclists in Bangui gather every Sunday to ride and
forget the complications of daily existence-and ignore the
many potholes in a city with few tarred roads. —AFP

BANGUI: Bangui’s cycling team crosses the Ngaragba district during a weekly training ses-
sion in Bangui. —AFP

Challenger more 
nuisance than a
threat for Sisi
CAIRO: Egyptian President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi, elected virtually unopposed in
2014, faces a high-profile challenger in
next year’s election, but the rival who lives
in exile is seen more as an inconvenience.
Former prime minister Ahmed Shafiq
announced his candidacy this week from
the United Arab Emirates, saying Egypt
was facing “many problems in all aspects
of life”. Sisi, a former army chief whose
election came less than a year after he
overthrew Islamist president Mohamed
Morsi in July 2013, has not officially
declared his candidacy.

But he looks all but certain to run in-
and dominate-the election. Shafiq, who
narrowly lost to Morsi in 2012 presidential
polls, is one of the few candidates who
could come close to challenging Sisi,
experts say.  “The government is afraid of
any candidate but especially of Shafiq...
who has much more political experience
than Sisi himself had” before coming to

power, said Hassan Nafaa, emeritus profes-
sor of political science at Cairo University.
A former aviation minister and airforce
general, Shafiq was hastily appointed
prime minister by Hosni Mubarak in 2011
before the longtime leader was ousted by a
popular uprising.

Shafiq did not last long in the job after
Mubarak’s overthrow and in the presiden-
tial race held the following year finished
close behind the winner, Morsi. Shafiq, who
left Egypt in 2012 for the UAE, was tried in
absentia on corruption charges after his
election defeat but was acquitted. On
Wednesday Shafiq accused the UAE of
barring him from leaving the country,
which the Gulf state denied. On Friday,
Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry
said in Rome he sees “no reason” why
Shafiq should not run. “He is free to repre-
sent himself to the electorate.”

‘Campaign of denigration’ 
Nafaa said Shafiq is feared by the gov-

ernment for his record as a serious presi-
dential contender and one-time premier
with links to the military. But “with or with-
out Shafiq, the elections will not be real”,
he added, because “the government wants
Sisi to win a second term at any cost”.
Pro-regime commentators immediately
criticized the candidacy of Shafiq, who will

have to wait until early next year to offi-
cially register for the election. Lawmaker
and TV show host Mostafa Bakry
described him as the “candidate of (the
revolutionary movement known as) April 6,
revolutionary leftists... and the Muslim
Brotherhood,” Morsi’s group which is out-
lawed in Egypt.  Shafiq’s party has hit back
with condemnation of what it called a
“campaign of fierce denigration” since his
election bid was announced.

The leftwing opposition has also dis-
tanced itself from the Mubarak-era pre-
mier.  “Shafiq will not present a policy radi-
cally different from the current regime,”
said Elham Eidarous, campaign chief for
human rights lawyer and Sisi critic Khaled
Ali who also plans to run for the presiden-
cy. Elected in 2014 with 96.9 percent of the
votes, Sisi said in early November that he
did not intend to run for a third term in
2022 but left the door wide open to a re-
election bid next year. The challenge from
Shafiq could force Sisi to plunge deeper
into the political fray to defend his record.

Nostalgia for Mubarak 
Criticized by human rights groups but

popular with many Egyptians, Sisi’s regime
insists the priority is to fight terrorism and
boost the economy-pledges that were at
the heart of his 2014 campaign. During his

tenure, Egypt has suffered numerous
attacks against security forces and civil-
ians. Last month, militants killed more than
300 people in a gun and bomb assault at a
mosque in the Sinai Peninsula in the coun-
try’s deadliest attack in recent memory.
Egyptians are also suffering because of
runaway inflation that soared above 30
percent earlier this year after authorities
implemented drastic reforms to secure a
multi-billion-dollar IMF loan. —AFP

Former Egyptian prime minister
Ahmed Shafiq
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COX’S BAZAR: The plight of Rohingya refugees is the
backdrop to Pope Francis’ landmark visit to Myanmar
and Bangladesh this week. But in the vast refugee camps
on the border, there is puzzlement, with many asking:
“Who is he?” The head of the Catholic Church has
repeatedly spoken out in support of the Rohingya, a
stateless Muslim minority who have fled to Bangladesh
in their hundreds of thousands, bringing with them alle-
gations of murders, rapes and arson committed by the
Myanmar military. This week he met Myanmar’s leader
Aung San Suu Kyi and army chief Min Aung Hlaing, who
is accused of overseeing
brutal campaign to drive
out the group that the
UN and US have labeled
“ethnic cleansing”.

With his message of
hope and tolerance, sup-
porters hope the pope’s
presence can tamp down
the religious and ethnic
hatreds that have roiled
the region.  Yet in the
teeming Bangladeshi
camps near the border
with Myanmar, mention
of the pontiff drew blank faces and raised eyebrows.
Shown a photo, refugees shrugged and guessed him to
be anyone from a wealthy king or a celebrity from the
US to a Bangladeshi politician. Some mistook his zuc-
chetto for an Islamic skullcap and said he could be a
Muslim leader. “I think I’ve seen him in the news but
what does he do? Is he important?” asked 42-year-old
Nurul Qadar.

Pope Francis, who arrives in Bangladesh on Thursday
from mainly Buddhist Myanmar, is the first pontiff in 31
years to visit Bangladesh and has called the Rohingya
his “brothers and sisters”. He is not due to visit the
camps but will meet a small group of Rohingya refugees
during an interfaith meeting in Dhaka on Friday. More

than 620,000 Rohingya have poured into the poor, over-
populated country since the start of a violent crackdown
by the army in August. They are denied almost all basic
human rights in Myanmar including the right to practice
their religion, travel and marry freely.

‘A very wise man’
On learning of the pope’s role in the world, refugees

AFP spoke to said they hoped Francis would be able to
broker a deal with Myanmar that would pave the way for
a safe return to their homeland.  Maybe the government

in Myanmar “might actu-
ally listen to him.” mused
40-year-old Mujibur
Rahman. Hassan Arraf, a
Rohingya imam at
Kutupalong refugee
camp in Cox’s Bazar in
Bangladesh, and the only
one out of dozens who
knew of the pope, said
the Argentinian pontiff
with his man-of-the-
people reputation had
the power to change their
lives. “The way they tor-

tured us, no religion allows it. He is a big leader of
another religion but I believe he’s a very wise man,” he
said. “I think he will be able to understand what we went
through. And he can ask the Myanmar government to
resolve this matter and make the place peaceful.” 

Caritas, the Catholic Church’s humanitarian arm which
is helping to feed 40,000 families in the camps, said it
hoped the pope’s visit would at least help lift the spirits
of the community. “He is coming... as a symbol of recon-
ciliation. We are hoping his visit will bear a very positive
impact and create a very good solution between the two
countries,” James Gomes, regional director of Caritas
said. When given information about this unfamiliar robed
figure, many refugees said the pope should go to the

squalid, overcrowded camps in southern Bangladesh to
witness their suffering. 

“If his visit is about us, then he should come here to
meet us and talk to us. He should see how we are living,
how we barely survived,” said Hami Tusang as he queued
for food. Another man behind him, Azim Ullah, said he
wanted to “complain to the pope of the relentless torture

we face in Rakhine”. “Being such a big leader, he must be
seeing what we have been through.  Every bad thing you
can think of has happened to us,” he said, making a cut-
ting motion across his throat. 

“He needs to be our bridge. He needs to demand our
rights, our citizenship. Otherwise there is no point of
such visits.”—AFP 

‘Who is the pope?’ Rohingya 
refugees in Bangladesh ask 

Wealthy king or a celebrity from US?

News in brief

Smelly socks unleash chaos 
NEW DELHI: Indian police arrested a man whose stinky
socks caused a showdown on a bus as his fellow passen-
gers protested the pungent odor, an officer said yester-
day. The man removed his shoes and socks on a bus going
from the Himalayan state of Himachal Pradesh to New
Delhi and put them near the aisle, police said. Other pas-
sengers protested and asked the man to put away the
offending socks or throw them out. The man refused,
sparking a heated confrontation that forced the bus driver
to stop at a police station in Una district of Himachal
Pradesh. Una police chief Sanjeev Gandhi told AFP the
bus stopped several times because of the smelly chaos
before they came to the police station.  “He was arrested
on charges of causing public nuisance and later released
on bail,” Gandhi said. Gandhi said the accused had threat-
ened other passengers and caused a disturbance at the
police station. 

Somali bombing kills 512 
MOGADISHU: As many as 512 died in an October truck
bombing in the Somali capital Mogadishu, an emergency
committee investigating the terrorist atrocity has found.
An earlier death toll of 358 already made the October 14
bombing the deadliest terrorist attack in Somalia’s history.
No group claimed responsibility, but the Al-Qaeda-
aligned Shabaab militant group has been blamed.  “The
overall number of people we have recorded involved in the
casualty are 869 persons: 512 are dead, 295 wounded and
about 70 others are not yet confirmed if they were dead
and or missing,” Abdulahi Mohamed Shirwac, chairman of
the Somali Emergency Operation Centre said yesterday.
The 11-member board was established to look into the
October 14 bombing. The government has not commented
on the report, which it received this week. The Shabaab
has been fighting to overthrow successive internationally-
backed governments in Mogadishu since 2007 and fre-
quently deploys car and truck bombs against military, gov-
ernment and civilian targets.

US woman makes ricin
WASHINGTON: A 70-year-old woman living in a
Vermont retirement home passed her time experimenting
with homemade ricin, even testing it on fellow residents,
the Justice Department said Friday. No one had apparent-
ly been killed by Betty Miller’s activities at the bucolic
Wake Robin retirement home in Shelburne, Vermont,
which advertises a population of “vibrant, engaged peo-
ple and a community in which you can be yourself.” But
Miller was arrested by FBI agents Thursday amid fears
she had stockpiled a weapon of mass destruction. The FBI
was alerted to a dangerous substance at the home earlier
this week, and discovered a bottle labeled “ricin” in her
residence. Tests confirmed it contained the deadly sub-
stance. “Miller stated that she had an interest in plant-
based poisons and had conducted internet research on
how to make them,” the FBI said in a statement. 

Missing priest found safe
DHAKA: A Catholic priest whose disappearance in
Bangladesh days before a visit by Pope Francis raised
fears among minority Christians has been found safe and
well, police said yesterday. Walter William Rosario, a 40-
year-old priest and school headmaster, went missing on
Monday from a village in northern Bangladesh where sus-
pected Islamist extremists last year hacked a Catholic gro-
cer to death. His disappearance followed a rise in Islamist
extremism in the Muslim-majority country, where at least
three Christians, including two converts from Islam, have
been hacked to death in recent years. Police said Rosario
had been found in the northeastern city of Sylhet, adding
the disappearance was likely for personal reasons. “He has
been found unscathed,” said Biplob Bijoy Talukder, police
chief in Rosario’s home district of Natore. 

Chicago’s murder 
victims, captured 
in an instant
CHICAGO: A bullet hole in a restaurant
window. Dozens of wooden crosses bear-
ing names of the dead. These are the
images of Chicago’s murders-tragedies
playing out in the third largest American
city in numbers unmatched by any other
major US metropolis. Canadian photogra-
pher Jim Young spent six months chroni-
cling the human toll of the runaway blood-
shed plaguing the Midwest’s capital and his
adopted hometown, captured through
images of memorials and murder scenes.

His final subject was Johnson Liggins Jr,
a high school senior with dreams of college
who was gunned down in the middle of the
afternoon in late October, while walking to
an after school job. “He said he was going
to be a Renaissance man. He was going to
be a legend,” recalled his mother, Aida
Anderson. Liggins’ father Larry remem-
bered watching as Young took photos of
the 17-year-old lying in repose at the
funeral home. Anderson kept three of the
images for their sentimental value. “That
moment, it won’t come back again,” Larry
Anderson said.

Young chose to use instant film, as first
popularized by Polaroid in the 1970s, to

“create a memory” of the victims through a
physical photograph, one that would not
be forgotten in a digital archive. He gave
many photos away to victims’ families and
others. “There’s a certain complacency
about violence in Chicago,” said the pho-
tographer, a regular AFP contributor. “I
wanted people to know that behind these
numbers there were real people... a lot of
them were just little kids.” He wrote the
names of the victims directly on the photo-
graphs’ signature thick white borders. “I
wanted people to look at it, and make that
connection... associate it with a person
who died,” he said. 

Statistics mask tragedy
Chicago is struggling to keep its resi-

dents safe, as the American city with by far
the nation’s highest number of murders.
More than 3,300 people have been shot
this year and more than 620 murdered,
according to figures maintained by the
Chicago Tribune newspaper. That is nearly
twice as many people killed as in the two
biggest US cities, Los Angeles and New
York-combined. But the scale of the sta-
tistics often masks the human tragedy.  “All
of these people who were in those photos,
we’ll never know (if) we could have had
another mayor, another president,” said
Larry Andersen.  “We didn’t give them the
opportunity to live their lives,” added the
bereaved father. For some, their tragic
deaths inspired street-side memorials,
such as the stuffed animals and balloons
affixed to the metal gate near the home of

three-year-old Jazebel Aleman. Her father
is alleged to have beaten the toddler to
death in June. 

But in many cases, Young found an
almost surreal lack of evidence of the
tragedies that had befallen the victims, with
the scenes of their murders returning to
normalcy within hours. And so, Young pho-
tographed a dirty paramedic’s glove at the

site of 26-year-old Antwon High’s shooting
death, and bullet holes near the scene
where 50-year-old Sedrick Ringer was
killed. In all, he chronicled more than 100
victims, as if to help write the end of their
life stories. To show, he said, “that they
were being remembered by people who
loved them, cared about them, and wanted
to have a lasting memory of them.”—AFP

Trump’s war 
on CNN takes 
a new turn 
NEW YORK: The war between Donald Trump and CNN
has taken a new turn with the government’s challenge to a
tie-up between AT&T and the cable news channel’s parent
firm Time Warner. Even as his Justice Department moved
to block the deal, the president has stepped up his attacks
on the major news network, his most frequent target of
“fake news” complaints. Trump has been attacking CNN
since the 2016 campaign, but the latest developments raise
questions about whether he is using his power to choke off
investment, or even force CNN to be sold to a partner
friendlier to the White House. As the atmosphere has dete-
riorated, CNN said it would boycott the White House
Christmas party “in light of the president’s continued
attacks on freedom of the press and CNN.”

Trump returned the compliment, with a tweet saying,
“Great, and we should boycott Fake News CNN. Dealing
with them is a total waste of time!” CNN is not the domi-
nant force in television news it was decades ago, as Fox
News has attracted conservative viewers and MSNBC
from the left. “Unfortunately, our polarized political climate
is being reflected in the high ratings for partisan cable out-
lets,” said Dannagal Young, a University of Delaware pro-
fessor of communications. “However, from a democratic
perspective, the viability of CNN is arguably more impor-
tant than ever.”

Vindictiveness?   
The massive buyout of Time Warner by AT&T is now in

court, with the companies claiming that because it is a
“vertical” merger with no overlap of services, competition
would not be impacted. AT&T has said it has no indication
that Trump is behind the effort to block the deal. But some
analysts say it’s difficult to separate the legal questions
from the political feud between Trump and CNN. Gabriel
Kahn, a journalism professor at the University of Southern
California’s Annenberg School, called the antitrust action

“highly suspect.” “Trump’s public war with the network, the
fact that he repeatedly demonstrates a vindictiveness
against those whom he feels have slighted him, and the way
he has politicized every decision in his administration gives
good reason to make this quite suspicious,” Kahn said.

“In addition, there is no monopoly on news. Not even
close. The market share of even major news organizations
has never been slimmer. The sector is gurgling with competi-
tion. And AT&T has no real news presence either.” Trump
has gone so far as to launch personal attacks on a CNN
journalist during a news conference, and to retweet a video
clip in which he appears to slam a CNN avatar to the
ground. CNN, launched by Ted Turner as part of his cable
empire, was the only all-news channel from 1980 to 1996,
and gained prominence for its coverage of the 1991 Gulf War.

Part of Time Warner since 1996, CNN helped lay the
groundwork for modern television journalism with its
“breaking news,” its live debates and making news part of
the entertainment cycle. It also has a strong international
presence. CNN has been overtaken in viewership by its
rivals, failing to benefit from the polarized political atmos-
phere in the Trump era. —AFP

Some say he 
could be a 

Muslim leader

DHAKA: Pope Francis looks on as dancers perform during a meeting with young people at Notre Dame
College in Dhaka. —AFP 

An unsolved murder 
threatens confidence 
in Baltimore police
BALTIMORE: The mournful drone of bagpipes resounded
and motorists moved aside as the funeral procession for a
slain detective marched through Baltimore this week, the
stars and stripes of the American flag punctuating the sea
of blue-clad officers gathered to pay respects to one of
their own. In the procession from a Baltimore church serv-
ice to a graveside ceremony, a police motorcade escorted
the hearse of Sean Suiter, who was fatally shot in the head
while pursuing a suspect in November, an unsolved mur-
der that threatens to undermine already fragile public con-
fidence and trust in the police here. 

More than 3,000 people, most of them police officers
from around the state, had packed the church in west
Baltimore to attend the service for the 43-year-old detec-
tive-who had been set to testify in the trial of officers
accused of corruption. The killing of a police officer “leaves
a stain on our city,” said Baltimore Mayor Catherine Pugh,
leader of the largest city in Maryland with a long history of
violent crime fueled by poverty and drug trafficking.  

As of November 30, The Baltimore Sun recorded 319
homicides this year, more than the 318 in 2016, and
approaching the record 344 in 2015.  That year, the city of
620,000 people-some two thirds of them African
American-was hit by rioting and looting following the
death of Freddie Gray, a 25-year-old black man who suf-
fered a severed spine while being transported in a police
van in a case that caused widespread outrage.

Suiter-who had served on the force for 18 years as well as
in the Army “lived and died a hero,” Maryland’s Governor
Larry Hogan said during the ceremony, while making note of
the “countless unanswered questions” surrounding his death.
The detective was killed with his own weapon, which was
found at the scene, and police have not identified any sus-
pects, despite offering a $215,000 reward for information.
Suiter was set to testify the following day in a court case
against seven officers from the elite Gun Trace Task Force
accused of extortion and theft during searches. —AFP

NEW YORK: US President Donald Trump steps off Air Force
One upon arrival at John F Kennedy International Airport
in New York yesterday. US President Donald Trump is in
New York to attend fundraisers. —AFP 

CHICAGO: Johnson ‘John John’ Liggins Jr, 17-year-old, at the Gatlings Funeral Home
in Chicago, Illinois on November 3, 2017. Higgins died from gunshots to his head and
chest in the 8000 block of South Coles Avenue on October 23, 2017. —AFP 
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JINAN: While the United States pushes for new sanctions
on North Korea, one trading company from the hermit
state has creatively reinvented itself to survive. Its latest
offer: A $50 root to “cure” cancer. The Shinhung Trading
Company has exported seafood, sold millions of dollars of
iron ore to China’s national railway and bypassed sanc-
tions to import luxury goods from Japan.

But as a series of United Nations sanctions have taken
those big ticket items off the plate, the firm has resorted to
selling “North Korean specialties”. At an alcohol and
sweets expo held recently in bustling Jinan, China, two
North Korean women in
purple gowns, with images
of the North’s departed
dear leaders pinned to
their lapels, manned
Shinhung’s booth. They
sold North Korean herbal
remedies, cigarettes, and a
special type of ginseng
“efficacious for prevention
and curing all sorts of
cancers,” its label said.

“We also sell tiger
bone liquor,” said one of
Shinhung’s representa-
tives, declining to give her name. “It is made from tiger
bone, one of our most important animal products.” How
long they had been selling such products was “our compa-
ny’s little secret”. Shinhung is one of the North’s numerous
state-owned trading companies, which experts say bring
in money for ministries, pay loyalty fees to the Kim family,
and fund the rogue weapons program. It is overseen by
the North’s Ministry of State Security, according to an
academic paper published by South Korea’s Ministry of
Unification. China’s market and Chinese middlemen remain
crucial to its aims, though sanctions appear to be hammer-
ing its ability to earn in the country, which accounts for 90
percent of North Korea’s total trade.

As US President Donald Trump seeks new sanctions
after Pyongyang tested another intercontinental ballistic
missile this week, Shinhung’s latest venture highlights ways

used by North Korea to adapt and dodge UN measures
targeting its most vital industries. “Shinhung in early
2000s was doing computers, they’ve been all across the
board, they’ve done fish, they’ve done produce,” said
Korea expert Ken Gause of CNA research in Virginia.
“They’ve reinvented themselves many times as most of
these trading companies have.”

Exports to China 
A decade ago, Shinhung mainly sold “shellfish, crabs,

fish” abroad, according to an official North Korean trade
website. As the North’s
dependence on China
grew, it set up offices in
the border city of
Dandong and the north-
eastern port city of Dalian.
With China’s booming
economy devouring
resources, Shinhung ven-
tured into mining, sending
210,000 tons of iron ore
through the remote
Nanping border crossing
to a subsidiary of China
Railway Corp in 2014.

The subsidiary-Tumen Xinhuan Goods Trading
Company-brought in 165 million yuan ($25 million) that
year by trading in the North’s iron ore, the Shenyang
Railway Bureau says on its website. To haul the loads from
the North, truckers “rose at dawn and returned at dusk,
working more than 10 hours each day,” the bureau says.
Tumen requested bids to bring 150,000 tons across the
Nanping border this year, but Jia Juncai, Tumen’s manager,
said they halted trade after new UN sanctions passed in
August. “Our whole company is basically not operating at
the moment,” Jia said.

Shipping
In 2008 and 2009, Shinhung used a shipping agency in

China to purchase $100,000 of high-end cosmetics from
Japan, and ship them to North Korea via Dalian, according

to UN investigators. Dalian is also a frequent port of call
for the Hae Bang San, an ageing 73-metre cargo ship
linked to Shinhung, that has changed its name and flag at
least half-dozen times over the last decade, according to a
database on the NK News website. Back when the ship
was called the Moon Lake, a Dalian company tied to
China’s state-owned investment giant SDIC Group booked
cargo for the vessel until 2013.

The North Koreans took the opportunity to register the
ship under the name of the group’s Hong Kong-based
company, HongKong Complant International

Transportation, according to its chairman Wang Junliang,
who said he did not know anything about the ruse.
“They’ve been illegally using our name,” Wang told AFP.
“We’ve been trying to get in contact with the North
Koreans to discuss this for months, but it’s not that easy to
find them, or easy to pressure them.” Experts say the
ship’s Hong Kong ownership may have allowed the North
Koreans to procure sanctioned items. “If you’re sending
cargo on it, you’re dealing with the third party and not
directly dealing with the North Korean state,” said profes-
sor Robert Huish at Dalhousie University.  —AFP

Squeezed by sanctions, N Korea 
company hawks ‘cancer cures’

Latest offer: A $50 root to cure cancer
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Dying alone in 
world’s most 
populous city
TOKYO: The stench of flesh rotting on a sultry day fills
the air as cleaner Hidemitsu Ohshima steps into a tiny
Tokyo apartment where a dead man lay decomposing
for three weeks. The man, believed to be in his 50s, died
alone in a city he shared with tens of millions of other
people but no one noticed, making him the latest victim
of “Kodokushi” or “dying alone”-a growing trend in
ageing Japan.  Decked out in a white protective suit
complete with rubber gloves, Ohshima lifts up a futon
mattress soaked with the dead man’s bodily fluids, only
to uncover a writhing mass of maggots and black bugs.

“Ugh, this is serious,” he says. “You wear protective
suits to defend yourself from bugs that may or may not
be carrying diseases.” Kodokushi is a growing prob-
lem in Japan, where 27.7 percent of the population is
aged over 65 and many people are giving up trying to
find partners in middle age, opting instead for a soli-
tary existence. Experts say a combination of uniquely
Japanese cultural, social and demographic factors have
compounded the problem.

Lonely death
There are no official figures for the number of peo-

ple dying alone who stay unnoticed for days and
weeks but most experts estimate it at 30,000 per year.
Yoshinori Ishimi, who runs the Anshin Net service that
cleans up afterwards, believes the true figure is “twice
or three times that.”Modern Japan has experienced
sweeping cultural and economic changes in recent
decades but demographers say the country’s social
safety net has failed to keep pace-with the burden still
on the family to look after the elderly.  “In Japan, family
has long served as the strong foundation of social sup-
port of all kinds,” said Katsuhiko Fujimori, a well-
known expert on welfare issues. 

“But now things are changing with the rise of single
people and the size of the family becoming smaller,”
added Fujimori, chief research associate at Mizuho
Information and Research Institute. In the past three
decades, Japan has seen the share of single-occupant
households more than double to 14.5 percent of the
total population, the rise driven mainly by men in their
50s and women in their 80s and older.  Marriage rates
are also dropping, with experts saying many men fear
their job is too precarious to settle down and start a
family and more women entering the workforce and no
longer needing a husband to provide for them.  One in
four 50-year-old Japanese men has never been married.
By 2030, the figure is estimated to rise to one in three.

Isolation
The problem is exacerbated by a deep-rooted

Japanese cultural tendency to turn to family rather than
neighbors in times of trouble. In a bid to be polite, eld-
erly Japanese people fear to disturb their neighbors
even to ask for help in the most trifling matters, result-
ing in a lack of interaction and isolation, expert
Fujimori said. Some 15 percent of elderly Japanese
people living alone report having only one conversa-
tion a week, compared to five percent of their peers in
Sweden, six percent in the US and eight percent in
Germany, according to a Japanese government study. 

And families increasingly live away or do not have
the resources to help elderly relatives in tough econom-
ic times. Fujimori advocates raising taxes to provide
better social care for the elderly and financial assistance
for childcare, freeing up working-age adults to return to
the workforce. “If family can no longer play the roles it
has been playing, society must build a framework that
responds to that need,” said Fujimori.  “If nothing is
done, we’ll see more solitary deaths,” he added.—AFP

Shinhung trading
company selling 

tiger bone liquor

JINAN: Photo shows a North Korean trade stand during a sweets and alcohol exhibition in Jinan, China’s
Shandong province. —AFP 

India, Sri Lanka 
cyclone death 
toll rises to 26
COLOMBO: Thousands took to relief camps in Sri Lanka
and southern India yesterday to escape rising floodwaters
after a cyclone killed at least 26 people. Cyclone Ockhi has
left 13 people dead in Sri Lanka and killed an equal num-
ber in India’s Kerala and Tamil Nadu states since Friday as
it churns in the Arabian Sea. Eleven people, mostly fisher-
men, remained missing in the two countries as nearly
9,000 people sought shelter in relief camps. 

Scores of localites suffered flooding and cut power and
telephone lines as winds of up to 130 kilometers (80 miles)
per hour swept the region. Weather experts warned of
more heavy rains to come, as the water level rose in sever-
al rivers in southern India. The tiny Indian island of
Lakshadweep off the country’s western coast braced for
winds of 145 kilometers (90 miles) per hour.  The Sri
Lankan disaster management centre said 77,000 people in
16 districts have been affected, with the highest number in
the southern Galle district.

Nearly 4,000 people are in Sri Lankan relief camps
amid widespread destruction of property. Authorities are
on red alert in coastal areas, with five deaths already
reported in Kanyakumari on the southern tip of India.
Schools and colleges in parts of India’s southern states
have been shut as authorities try to restore nearly 4,000
snapped power lines. The Kerala state emergency depart-
ment said nearly 3,200 people were in relief camps. “Seven
people died in several incidents and 218 were rescued
from the sea,” an agency official said. 

Weather officials said the storm was likely to move

north into Tamil Nadu and the east coast state of Andhra
Pradesh in the next four days. 

India’s eastern coast-including major cities like Chennai
and Bhubaneswar-are prone to storms that wreak
immense damage between April and December. In 1999,

more than 8,000 people were killed when a cyclone bat-
tered the eastern state of Orissa. 

While Cyclone Ockhi was said to be weakening, anoth-
er tropical storm was brewing in the Bay of Bengal on the
east coast, officials said.—AFP 

BANGALORE: A pedestrian jumps a puddle of water as he crosses the road after copious
rains in Bangalore. —AFP 

Bali volcano burns 
wedding dreams, 
threatens economy
JAKARTA: Australian Tiarna Thompson had her dream
Bali wedding all set, but there was one thing she did not
count on: a volcano threatening its first major eruption in
half a century. The 24-year-old and her fiance Justin saw
their plans go up in smoke when Mount Agung rumbled to
life, spewing ash and fumes that forced hundreds of flights
to and from the island to be cancelled. “It’s funny how a
volcano can just turn our plans and our whole lives sort of
upside down, just like that,” said Thompson from her home
near Brisbane.  

The couple, who had planned to get hitched in the pic-
turesque tropical paradise this week have hurriedly
switched their nuptials to Thailand. “It had the last 50
years to do its thing and it waits until our wedding day,”
she joked, referring to Agung’s last major eruption in 1963,
which killed about 1,600 people. The volcano’s rumblings
in the past week have pounded Bali’s lucrative tourism
industry and its wider economy, squeezing everyone from
wedding planners and dive shops to hotels and even some
farmers duped into selling livestock at cut-rate prices.

Indonesia’s tourism minister Arief Yahya warned this
week that Bali could lose up to nine trillion rupiah ($665
million) in visitor-related revenue if Agung’s activity
doesn’t die down before the end of the year.  Millions visit
the Hindu-dominated tropical hotspot annually, with cou-
ples there to tie the knot at beach and cliffside retreats
that offer sweeping views of the ocean. Others want to get
even closer to waters teeming with colorful fish and coral.
“There has definitely been a huge effect because of the
volcano,” said Ni Komang Astiti, who works at dive opera-
tor Dune Atlantis in the southeast of the island. “We’ve had
many cancelations because the guests can’t fly to Bali.”

‘What should we do?’ 
Bali’s main international airport was shut for almost

three days from Monday as towering columns of volcanic
ash and smoke made flying dangerous, sparking travel
chaos and leaving around 120,000 tourists stranded.  It
re-opened late Wednesday, but mostly for tourists depart-
ing the island, not arriving.

“If we usually have 20 guests a day, this time around it’s
only two people,” Astiti said.  “We’re worried. If there are
no guests, what should we do? We depend on the tourism
industry.” Thompson’s wedding planner Ni Made
Rismawati said Agung has also taken a bite out of her
business, with another couple also cancelling their wed-
ding. “I feel bad for the clients,” Rismawati said. “They
have to cancel their wedding even though they have pre-
pared everything.”

Volcano experts warn that the mountain, which has had
a series of mini eruptions, could still produce a major blast,
even as much of the smoke and ash appeared to dissipate.
Another volcano, Mount Sinabung on Sumatra island, has
been active and at the highest alert level since 2013.
“There’s nothing we can do-we can only wait for the
mountain to stop erupting,” said I Ketut Ardana, the head
of a Bali tourism association, who estimated that just three
days of airport closures had cost the island some one tril-
lion rupiah.

“It’s a natural disaster so we can’t ask it to stop.” But it’s
not just the tourism sector suffering. Tens of thousands of
Balinese villagers living in small communities that ring
Agung have fled to evacuation centers. Many complain
about lost work and some are sneaking back into the dan-
ger zone to take care of precious livestock that, for many,
are their only source of income. Local media said some
unscrupulous buyers have supplied mis-information about
Agung’s activity so unsuspecting farmers will sell off live-
stock at cut-rate prices.

Disaster tourism
Officials have been trying to convince villagers not to

return to their homes, as they also push back foreign thrill-
seekers keen for a close-up look at the volcano. But

Indonesia’s disaster agency said desperate times are forc-
ing a re-think, suggesting the possibility of turning Agung
into a disaster tour venue. It cited Iceland’s Mount
Eyjafjallajokull as an example, though it acknowledged
there were pros and cons. “Disaster tours need to be man-
aged well,” said agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo
Nugroho. “Tourists would need to be fully informed before
they arrive, and signs showing the danger zones would
need to be properly in place.”—AFP 
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Days before masked agents arrested him, family and friends
pleaded with Eulogio Del Pino to flee, warning that he could be
next among executives detained or pursued, one after another,
in a mounting purge of Venezuela’s faltering oil industry. But
the former oil minister, detained by police before dawn on Nov
30, was reluctant to believe he could soon be among those tar-
geted in what President Nicolas Maduro has characterized as a
cleanup of the all-important sector. “I told him: ‘Go!’,” said one
of three people who described the leadup to the former minis-
ter’s detention. “But he told me ‘I haven’t done anything wrong.
I trust that they’re not going to do anything bad to me.’”

That trust, the product of three years in which Del Pino held
the top two jobs in Venezuela’s oil ministry, now appears alarm-
ingly misplaced. Maduro is charging Del Pino and many other
former industry executives with corruption and blaming them
for economic woes now crippling the Andean nation. “I’m not
going to shield anyone,” Maduro said in a speech on Nov 28, as
he swore in a general who replaced Del Pino as oil minister. “If
you’re corrupt, you have to pay with jail and return what
you’ve stolen.”

The crackdown has led to uncertainty, panic and paranoia
across the sector, with as many as 65 former executives arrest-
ed over the past four months. Prosecutors, critics say, have
provided scant evidence for the charges. Corruption has long
plagued the OPEC member’s oil industry and much of the
broader Maduro government, a leftist administration struggling
with an imploding economy, soaring crime and debilitated pub-
lic services.

But critics of Maduro’s beleaguered administration, and
many within the oil industry itself, see the purge as nothing
more than an effort to eliminate rivals within the sector and
consolidate control ahead of presidential elections next year.
“Maduro wants control of PDVSA and control of its cash flow,”
said opposition legislator and economist Angel Alvarado, using
the initials for state-controlled oil company Petroleos de
Venezuela SA.

‘I need a rest’ 
It is not clear whether any of the charges against Del Pino

are substantiated. Prosecutors, without presenting any evi-
dence, accused him of belonging to a “cartel” that operated a
roughly $500 million corruption scheme in the western state of
Zulia. But the Stanford-educated engineer, who led the ministry
until Nov 26 and PDVSA for three years before that, was pre-
viously known as a government loyalist, committed to Maduro’s
vision for “21st century socialism”.

Only after he was ousted from the ministry, the three people
familiar with his arrest said, did Del Pino finally begin to believe
that his time was probably up. His final days as a free man illus-

trate how swiftly fortunes can shift for even senior officials in
Maduro’s government. Just after his firing, Del Pino told
Reuters in a WhatsApp message: “I need a rest.” On Nov 29,
three days after his ouster, an exhausted Del Pino went to Avila,
a verdant mountain that towers over Caracas, the capital,
where he liked to hike, one of the people said.

Del Pino found a quiet spot under a tree and recorded a
video on his cell phone. He said he believed he was about to
become a “victim” of an “unjustified attack”. Before sunlight the
following morning, hooded and armed military intelligence
agents burst into his home and arrested him. Footage of the
detention showed Del Pino wearing the burgundy-colored soc-
cer shirt of Venezuela’s national team.

Later that day, the video Del Pino recorded appeared on his
Twitter account. “I hope the revolution will give me the right to
a legitimate defense,” he said, referring to the government in

the militant terms embraced by Maduro.  Del Pino did not
respond to requests for comment on WhatsApp, where he had
recently changed his profile picture from one of him in a
PDVSA hat to one of his children.

After Del Pino’s detention, stunned workers at PDVSA’s
Caracas headquarters, where he was generally well-liked,
watched the state TV footage on screens in company elevators.
Fear has gripped employees at both institutions, according to a
half-dozen current and former PDVSA insiders as well as for-
eign oil executives. Managers are scared to sign routine docu-
ments in case it could be used against them.

Fall from grace 
Maduro promoted Del Pino, who was born in the Canary

Islands and holds a Spanish passport, from PDVSA’s explo-
ration and production division to the company’s top job in
2014. At the time, foreign oil executives and analysts largely
welcomed the arrival of the genial and low-profile technocrat.

He replaced Rafael Ramirez, a once-powerful loyalist of the late
Hugo Chavez, Maduro’s predecessor. Ramirez, who dominated
Venezuela’s oil industry for a decade, sought to make PDVSA
“redder than red.” He urged workers to wear red shirts in sup-
port of Chavez’s socialist movement and to attend pro-govern-
ment rallies. 

Del Pino, by contrast, eased up on revolutionary garb and
attendance at militant gatherings. He also sought closer rela-
tionships with foreign partners frustrated by currency controls
and a lack of professionalism at PDVSA. Still, many PDVSA
insiders and oil executives were ultimately disappointed with
Del Pino’s management. Instead of improvements, he presided
over a major production fall that brought Venezuela’s oil output
to near 30 year-lows. 

Del Pino ultimately found his hands tied at a company
where intervention by the government is common. Last
January, Maduro replaced many of his top executives with
political and military appointees. Whether Del Pino and other
arrested executives are ultimately found guilty or not, many in
Venezuela see opportunism behind the ongoing purge, not a
concerted effort to stamp out graft. The industry, after all, has
been under tight control of the ruling Socialist Party since
shortly after Chavez came to power in 1998.

Although the government ridiculed a report last year by the
opposition-run Congress, finding that some $11 billion went
missing at PDVSA over a decade, it now recognizes that many
voters support the anti-corruption stances espoused by rivals.
“The opposition has been pushing for a fight against corrup-
tion, and now Maduro wants to appropriate that,” said
Alvarado, the opposition lawmaker.

After surviving major protests this year and pushing
through a controversial pro-government legislative super-
body, Maduro is feeling empowered, government officials
said. He seeks to fortify his position for re-election next year.
He is also expected to continue finding ways to target per-
ceived threats to his political power. Some in Venezuela see
Del Pino’s arrest as a way of getting at an old rival: Ramirez,
the former PDVSA boss. 

Ramirez, until recently Venezuela’s envoy to the United
Nations, is believed by many in the government to have presi-
dential ambitions. Although Ramirez has not been mentioned
by prosecutors, senior government officials increasingly refer
to his time at PDVSA as a period when “mafias” were formed
and executives like Del Pino grew ascendant. This week, after
Ramirez criticized the president in recent opinion articles
online, Maduro fired him and summoned him back to Caracas,
according to people familiar with the clash. Late Friday, police
arrested Diego Salazar, a relative of Ramirez, in what prosec-
turos said was another corruption investigation. —Reuters
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WASHINGTON WATCH

Arab, Turkish and 
Iranian opinions on 
regional conflicts

By Dr James J Zogby 

Most Arabs have little confidence in the Trump administration’s abil-
ity to solve the Israeli/Palestinian conflict and many have lost hope
that a resolution is even possible. At the same time, it appears that
the West’s hostility toward Iran has produced a noticeable and
potentially worrisome backlash in Iranian public opinion. These
were just two of the findings of the most recent Zogby Research
Services (ZRS) nine nation Middle East poll. 

Each year, for the past seven, ZRS has been given the opportu-
nity to poll public opinion across the Middle East for the Sir Bani
Yas Forum, a gathering of thought leaders hosted by the UAE
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Washington-based Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). This year ZRS surveyed
7,800 respondents in seven Arab countries (Egypt, Lebanon,
Jordan, Palestine, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE), Turkey, and Iran.
The face-to-face polling was conducted from Aug 24 to Sept 19
and covered a range of issues currently unfolding across the region. 

Some highlights: Russia is increasingly seen as an important
player in the region despite substantial disapproval with its role in
Syria. The regional policies of the new Trump Administration are
viewed unfavorably in most countries, except Turkey, Saudi Arabia,
and the UAE - which give the US high marks for its role in Syria and
Iraq. And while Iraqis, themselves, are divided on the US role in their
country, they have an even more negative view of Iran’s involvement.
These and other findings can be seen in the full report, but the results
relating to Israel/Palestine and Iran are what I want to explore in this
article since, in anticipation of the Trump Administration’s “Great
Deal” and their decertification of the “Iran Deal”, these issues loom
large in current US foreign policy discussions. 

Many Arabs appear to have lost faith in finding a resolution to
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Only in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the
UAE are majorities still inclined to support a two-state solution, while
more than 40 percent of Lebanese, Jordanians, and Palestinians now
say they no longer believe any solution is possible. There is little con-
fidence in the Trump administration’s ability to resolve the conflict.
Almost two-thirds of Lebanese, Jordanians, Iraqis, and Palestinians
give the US Administration a no-confidence vote, while significantly
higher percentages of Saudis, Egyptians, and Emiratis share that
negative view of Trump’s efforts. There is also little appetite for the
much-discussed proposal to form an Arab-Israeli alliance to fight
extremist groups and confront Iran’s regional role. About one-half of
Egyptians, Saudis, Emiratis, and Iraqis would support such an
alliance, ONLY IF “Israel were to end its occupation of Palestinian
lands and fulfill the terms of the Arab Peace Initiative (API).”
However, it is worth noting that one-half of Jordanians, Saudis, and
Emiratis state that they would be opposed to such a partnership
EVEN IF Israel were to fulfill the terms of the API.  

With the occupation now in its 50th year, the outlook of
Palestinians has become decidedly gloomy. One-third of
Palestinians report that they or their family members have been vic-
tims of violence at the hands of the Israeli military or settlers. This
has taken a toll. Two-thirds still support the API but, as has been
noted, they have lost confidence in efforts to end the conflict.
Almost two in five Palestinians now say they are ready for a one-
state solution. More than one-half are not satisfied with the per-
formance of the Palestinian Authority and more than two-thirds are
dissatisfied with Hamas. Seventy percent say they want the
Palestinian parties to work for unity, but two-thirds have no confi-
dence that such unity will actually be achieved. High levels of anger
directed at Israel and frustration with their own leadership among
Palestinians coupled with a lack of confidence in US intentions
across the Arab World set the stage for the Trump Administration’s
peace proposals. While we know that the public opinion does not,
by itself, make policy, attention must be paid to the consequences of
ignoring widely and deeply held views - especially in an area as
sensitive as that of the Israel/Palestine conflict. 

Iran’s role 
Iran is seen as playing a negative role across the Arab World.

Only in Lebanon does a slight majority see relations with Iran as
important. In every other Arab country, relations with Iran are
viewed as unimportant - including Iraq where only 30 percent
approve of relations with their powerful neighbor. Iran’s involve-
ments in Syria and Iraq are viewed unfavorably by publics in every
Arab country - including by Iraqis, themselves. 

As for the “Iran Deal” (JCPOA), Arab opinion in most countries
is deeply divided. A majority of Emiratis, and pluralities in Saudi
Arabia, Jordan, and Iraq want to scrap the deal. Only in Lebanon
and Saudi Arabia does support for the JCPOA reach as high as
one-third. Iranians, themselves, are disappointed with the JCPOA
with only one-quarter of Iranians saying they are satisfied with its
implementation. Three-quarters feel that while Iran has met its obli-
gations, the West has not done so, with many expressing the view
that the West has no intention of doing so because of continuing
hostility toward Iran. 

The impact of this frustration with the JCPOA and the feeling
that the West remains hostile toward them has had a hardening
impact on Iranian opinion. While the public’s support for their gov-
ernment’s involvements in regional conflicts in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon,
and Yemen had steadily declined from high positive levels of sup-
port in 2014 to decidedly negative attitudes in 2016, in this year’s
survey support for Iran’s regional adventures is back up to near
2014 levels. This backlash against the West has been the subject of
recent news reports, but our survey provides the first hard evidence
of this development. This points to a dilemma for policy makers.
Clearly Iran’s regional meddling must be challenged. It is nearly uni-
formly opposed by publics in every Arab country and, as has been
noted, even Iraqis are wary of Iran’s involvement in their country.
The challenge is to find a way forward to confront Iran’s regional
role, hold them accountable for their nuclear program, while at the
same time not solidifying Iranian support for their government’s for-
eign policies.

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the Arab
American Institute

Inside Venezuela’s oil industry purge

Face-to-face with 
Rohingya, pope 
ditches diplomacy
Pope Francis has gotten into trouble before for ditching
diplomatic protocol and calling a spade a spade, most
famously when he labeled the Ottoman-era slaughter of
Armenians a “genocide” from the altar of St Peter’s Basilica.
Francis took the hit - Turkey recalled its ambassador to the
Vatican in protest - for the sake of standing up for an
oppressed people who were nearly wiped off the map a
century ago.

Given the opportunity to do the same in Myanmar, where
the military has launched what the UN says is a campaign of
ethnic cleansing against the Rohingya Muslim minority,
Francis opted instead for diplomatic expediency. He not only
avoided the contested term “Rohingya” in his public
remarks, he ignored Asia’s worst refugee crisis in decades
entirely and didn’t call out his hosts for launching it.

Human rights groups complained. Rohingya complained.
Journalists and pundits asked if Francis’ legacy as a fearless
crusader for the world’s most marginal - the poor, home-
less, refugees and prisoners - wasn’t now in question. By
Friday, Francis’ heart won out. In an emotional encounter
with 16 Rohingya refugees, Francis said what he probably
wanted to say from the start. His voice trembling after he
greeted the men, women and children who had been forced
to flee their homes in Myanmar for wretched camps in
Bangladesh, Francis begged them for forgiveness for what
they had endured and the “indifference of the world” to
their plight.

“The presence of God today also is called ‘Rohingya,’” he
told them. And with that one word, Francis erased days of

speculation that the tell-it-like-it-is, protocol-be-damned
pope had sold out to the professional diplomats at the
Vatican who were willing to deny a persecuted minority their
very identity for the sake of global and local church politics.

The Vatican had defended Francis’ initial silence as nec-
essary for the sake of “building bridges” with
Myanmar, which only established diplomatic
relations with the Holy See in May.
“Vatican diplomacy is not infallible,”
spokesman Greg Burke told
reporters in Yangon. “You can
criticize what’s said, what’s not
said. But the pope is not
going to lose moral authori-
ty on this question here.”
Burke added that the
Catholic Church is a
minority in Myanmar. 

The implication was
clear: Catholics are already
discriminated against in
predominantly Buddhist
Myanmar, and certainly
didn’t need any blowback
from the vast majority of
Burmese who recoil at the
term “Rohingya” because it
implies an official recognition
of them as an ethnic group. The
local church had urged Francis to
refrain from using the term, and
Francis obliged.

Diplomat
A pope is first and foremost a

shepherd to his flock. The
Vatican also wanted to back its

local church in supporting Aung San Suu Kyi, who many
Burmese see as their only hope for forging a more demo-
cratic, inclusive society where basic rights are guaranteed
for all minorities - Christians included. And so when he
arrived in Yangon and joined Suu Kyi at an official welcome
ceremony, Francis behaved like a true diplomat.

He called for all ethnic groups in Myanmar to
have their basic rights guaranteed - an impor-

tant message to be sure but one that was
clearly written by committee. Francis

upped the ante when he arrived in
Bangladesh, where he acknowledged
the “immense toll of human suffering”
under way in the squalid, overcrowded
refugee camps that are now home to
more than 620,000 Rohingya who

have poured across the border from
Myanmar’s Rakhine state.

In his official arrival speech,
Francis demanded the international

community take “decisive measures”
to not only help Bangladesh provide

for the refugees, but to resolve the
underlying polit ical causes in

Myanmar that set off the exodus. But
he didn’t say “Rohingya.” Until he met

them. And when he did, when he clasped
their hands in his and listened to their
tragedies, he not only acknowledged their
identity, he assumed responsibility for all
the suffering they had endured. “In the

name of all those who persecute you, who
have persecuted you, and those who have
hurt you, above all in the indifference of the
world, I ask you for forgiveness,” he said. He
repeated the word: “Forgiveness.” Francis
was back. —AP 
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leave an alliance he never believed in,” read a statement
released by the Houthis’ political office. The statement
warned that Saudi Arabia and its allies would “pay a heavy
price in their own capitals”. 

The Yemen war has claimed more than 8,750 lives
since Saudi Arabia and its allies joined the Hadi govern-
ment’s fight against the rebels in 2015, triggering what the
United Nations has described as the world’s worst
humanitarian crisis. The UN yesterday implored the coali-
tion to fully open up Red Sea ports to allow aid deliveries,
warning that “more than eight million people could starve
without urgent food assistance coming into Yemen”.

The violence in Sanaa has left at least 40 fighters dead or
wounded since Wednesday, according to the Houthis. Other
sources put the toll as high as 60, as fighting between Saleh

loyalists and rebels continued into yesterday evening. The
Saudi-led coalition yesterday welcomed Saleh’s offer of
talks. “The decision by (Saleh’s) General People’s Congress
to take the lead and their choice to side with their people will
free Yemen of ... militias loyal to Iran,” the coalition said in a
statement carried by the official Saudi Press Agency.

Saudi Arabia and the United States have accused Iran of
supplying weapons to the Houthis, which Tehran strongly
denies. A minister in the UAE government, a key member of
the military coalition, yesterday praised what he called the
“Sanaa uprising”. Anwar Gargash, state minister for foreign
affairs, tweeted his support for “the Yemeni people’s return to
their Arab environment”, referring to the coalition’s accusation
of the Houthi loyalty to Shiite Iran.

Saleh ruled Yemen as president for 33 years after the
1990 unification of north and south Yemen. A longtime
ally of Saudi Arabia, he waged six separate wars against
the Houthis, Zaidi Shiites who hail from northern Yemen.
Saleh resigned under popular and political pressure in
2012, ceding power to his then-vice president Hadi. In
2014, he announced he had joined forces with the
Houthis, seizing the capital and setting up a parallel gov-
ernment in Sanaa. — Agencies 

Yemen rebel alliance
unravels...
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“They took him from the house and put him on a private
plane. They said he would go back to Cairo, because they
can deport him only to his home country,” she said. Another
aide confirmed to AFP that he would be deported to Cairo,
and his lawyer Dina Adly wrote on Facebook that Shafiq had
been “arrested” to be sent home.

A spokesman for Egypt’s foreign ministry did not
immediately answer a call seeking details. But an Egyptian
judicial source said Shafiq was not wanted in any criminal
cases at the moment, but he had several cases, including
for corruption, against him in the past that either ended in
aquittal or were dropped. “We have no information about
a deportation order,” the judicial source said.

Shafiq said on Wednesday he would run for president in
a surprise announcement from the UAE, where he has

been based. Sisi has not yet announced a bid for a second
term, but is widely expected to run again. Apart from
Shafiq, several other low-profile candidates have said they
will run. Shafiq narrowly lost to Mohamed Morsi of the
Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt’s 2012 election before flee-
ing overseas.

May Shafiq said on Friday he was preparing to depart,
first for Europe and the United States before returning to
Egypt to start his campaign. She said Shafiq had been pre-
vented from leaving the UAE in previous days but had then
received assurances that he could travel freely. She did not
specify who gave the assurances. The UAE denied placing
movement restrictions on Shafiq. The UAE, an ally of Sisi, has
been officially silent on Shafiq’s candidacy announcement.

Sisi as a military commander led the ousting of former
president Morsi in 2013, before his own landslide election a
year later. Sisi’s supporters see him as key to stability follow-
ing the upheaval that followed the 2011 Egyptian revolt that
toppled president Hosni Mubarak. But his government is
fighting a stubborn militant insurgency in the Sinai region
and has also enacted painful austerity reforms over the last
year to revive the economy but that critics say have dented
his popularity. —Agencies 

Ex-Egypt premier 
Shafiq ‘deported’...
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Democrats argue that the plan is too expensive and will
accommodate only the rich, and that it could ultimately
impact cherished US entitlement programs like Medicare.
The Senate vote amounts to a reversal of fortune for Trump
and Republican leaders, whose bill just 24 hours earlier was
on the brink of collapse when a handful of Republican
deficit hawks balked at the controversial plan’s $1.5 trillion
price tag for 10 years. Trump hopes to sign a final bill
before Christmas. That would be a sweet victory for the
president, who has delivered on hardly any of his major
campaign promises, including repealing the health care law
known as Obamacare.

The Senate passage came after a particularly bad week.
His former national security advisor, Michael Flynn, pleaded
guilty Friday to lying to the FBI about contacts he had with
the Russian ambassador, at the instance of top Trump offi-
cials. The 58-year-old retired three-star Army general is
the most senior figure indicted in special prosecutor
Robert Mueller’s sprawling investigation into Russian inter-
ference in last year’s election. 

And in an ominous turn for Trump, Flynn also pledged to
cooperate with Mueller, whose focus goes beyond possible
collusion with Russia to shady business dealings and
whether Trump himself tried to thwart the investigation. As
he left the White House yesterday for a day trip to New
York, Trump insisted he had nothing to worry about. “What
has been shown is no collusion. There’s been absolutely no
collusion. So we’re very happy,” Trump told reporters.
Trump said he was not worried by what Flynn might tell
Mueller, in his first public comments on the matter. 

Also this week, Trump engaged in an extraordinary,
testy cross-Atlantic spat triggered by his retweeting of
anti-Muslim videos posted by extremist far-right group
in Britain. That prompted widespread outrage at home

and abroad, and prompted British Prime Minister Theresa
May to say that what Trump did was “wrong”. Trump in
turn answered by essentially telling May to focus on her
own country and the threat of Islamist terror and not
focus on him.

Back home, the Senate tax bill almost did not make it,
amid objections from lawmakers from holdout Republican
lawmakers. Tax writers tweaked the 479-page measure
deep into the night, leaving Democrats furious over the
last-minute, handwritten changes to the legislation.
Democrats fumed that they received the text - peppered
with extensive handwritten modifications that earned scorn
from opposition lawmakers - only a few hours before the
vote. “We understand they have the votes to pass their bill
despite a process - and a product - that no one can be
proud of and everyone should be ashamed of,” top Senate
Democrat Chuck Schumer told colleagues.

As the final vote was tallied, grinning Republicans con-
gratulated one another with handshakes, backslaps and
hugs. Several Republicans who had voiced concerns about
the bill were ultimately lured by McConnell’s agreement to
make changes. Senators Bob Corker and Jeff Flake, a pair
of Trump critics, worried about the impact of the tax cuts
on the country’s massive deficit.

A nonpartisan congressional tax scorekeeper had pro-
jected the tax overhaul would add $1 trillion to the deficit,
even after accounting for expected economic growth from
the plan. The analysis complicated Trump’s argument that
the tax cuts would pay for themselves through additional
economic growth. Flake eventually agreed to back the leg-
islation, after receiving assurances from the White House
that action would be taken to shield thousands of young
“Dreamer” immigrants from deportation. 

Corker hoped to offset the cost of the tax cuts by
including a rise in the corporate tax rate in later years, but
the effort failed. He was the lone Republican no vote on the
bill, but his opposition was not enough to derail it.
Lawmakers said a deal was reached to raise tax deductions
for certain small businesses, a move that got two more
wavering senators on board. As an offset, the bill’s tax rate
for US corporations repatriating profits from abroad would
rise, from 10 percent to possibly 14 percent. — AFP 

Trump welcomes 
tax cut vote marred...

ROME: When Italy organized a conference focused on
the Middle East, the Gulf and North Africa, it promised
to look beyond the turmoil roiling the region and
instead promote a “positive agenda”. But many of the
45 heads of state, ministers and business leaders who
attended the event over the past three days saw little
future cheer. Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, captured the
gloom, bemoaning “a lack of wisdom” in the region,
with “no hope” on hand for ordinary people hoping for
an end to years of conflict, upheaval and sectarianism.

“Maybe I have presented a dark picture, but it is not
as dark as I have explained, it is darker,” said Thani,
whose country is suffering an economic blockade by its
Arab neighbors, which accuse Qatar of supporting ter-
rorism. Qatar denies the accusations and the crisis has
pushed the tiny, gas-rich state closer to Shiite Iran, the
regional rival to Sunni Saudi Arabia.

The foreign ministers of both Iran and Saudi Arabia
addressed the conference, taking turns to trade barbs.
“Since 1979, the Iranians have literally got away with
murder in our region, and this has to stop,” Saudi
Foreign Minister Adel Al-Jubeir said on Friday, accusing
Tehran of interfering in the affairs of numerous Arab
states, including Syria, Yemen and Lebanon. A day ear-
lier, on the same stage, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif accused Saudi Arabia of block-
ing ceasefire efforts in Syria, “suffocating” Qatar,
destabilizing Lebanon and supporting Islamic State. He
also dismissed suggestions that Tehran was meddling in
the affairs of its troubled neighbors or that it should

stop supporting militia groups, like Hezbollah in
Lebanon. 

Destruction
Casting around for reasons to be positive, most

speakers pointed to the defeat of Islamic State, which
used to rule over millions of people in Iraq and Syria,
but now controls just small pockets of land after
months of fierce military assaults. However, officials
warned the group would not die easily. “It has been
defeated as a military force on the ground, but it is
likely to go back to cities to create destruction and
terror,” said Arab League Secretary General Ahmed
Aboul Gheit, predicting the militant group could still
be around in 10 years.

Iraq’s foreign minister bemoaned the destruction it
had left in its wake, and called on the world to unite to
help rebuild his country in the same way they had come
together to fight IS. “The world owes this to us,” said
Ibrahim Al-Jaafari. “A lot of destruction demands a lot
of reconstruction. Mosul is not at all what it was like
before. It used to be beautiful. It had a university. Now
it is just ruins.” 

Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry warned
that IS fighters fleeing Syria and Iraq had come to his
country, where an attack on a mosque in Sinai last
month had killed more than 300 people. They were also
heading to lawless Libya, he said. Amidst all the talk of
war and chaos, there was little mention of diplomatic
efforts to restore peace to the region. “At a time when
you have so many sources of tension, so many fuses, so
many humanitarian catastrophes, you also have so little
diplomacy,” said Robert Malley, vice president for poli-
cy at the non-governmental International Crisis Group.

Underscoring this point, no one from the White
House administration took part in the conference - a
signal some diplomats put down to a general disen-
gagement from the Middle East by President Donald
Trump. Last year, the then secretary of state, John
Kerry, participated. — Reuters 

Middle East leaders 
paint ‘dark picture’ 
at Rome conference 

ANKARA: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan yesterday
said Turkey could never be “condemned by virtual
courts” in the US after he was implicated in a scheme
allegedly designed to subvert US sanctions on Iran dur-
ing a trial in New York. Turkish-Iranian gold trader
Reza Zarrab had been due to go on trial over the accu-
sations but, to Turkey’s chagrin, he agreed to cooperate
with US prosecutors and told a court on Thursday that
Erdogan authorized two Turkish banks to circumvent
the sanctions and launder money from Iran.

The case has angered Erdogan, who accused the tri-
al of being linked to the network of Fethullah Gulen, the
US-based Muslim cleric blamed by the Turkish govern-
ment for last year’s failed coup. “My country can never
be condemned by virtual courts set up by FETO
scoundrels, fake representatives,” Erdogan said during
a televised speech in the eastern city of Kars, referring
to Gulen’s group that Turkey has dubbed the “Fethullah
Terrorist Organization”. “Someone has got up and
decided they will apparently try my country in their
falsely set-up courts. Don’t bother!” Erdogan added.

Turkey has repeatedly called for Gulen to be extra-
dited, but he denies any involvement in the coup or ter-
rorism. Since Zarrab became the prosecution’s star wit-
ness in the trial, deputy chief executive of Turkish
lender Halkbank Mehmet Hakan Atilla is now the lone
man in the dock accused of violating sanctions, bribery
and money laundering. Zarrab has taken the stand three
times since Wednesday, admitting to bribing a former
Turkish economy minister and being involved in the
multi-billion-dollar gold-for-oil scheme.

On Thursday he told the court he was informed that
in 2012, then prime minister Erdogan and then treasury
minister Ali Babacan had given “instructions” for two
other Turkish public banks, Vakif and Ziraat, to take
part in the scheme. Zarrab was a key figure in a 2013

Turkish corruption scandal, which Ankara denounced at
the time as another conspiracy by Gulen and his group.

Analysts say the embarrassing revelations could
damage Erdogan politically and also harm the Turkish
economy, if one or more Turkish banks are fined over
violating sanctions. Ankara has urged Zarrab to “turn
back from his mistake” and claimed this week that the
trader is under pressure to make defamatory claims
against Turkey. Istanbul’s public prosecutor ordered
the seizure of Zarrab and his family’s assets late on
Friday, accusing him of “espionage” for the benefit of a
foreign state.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu earlier
yesterday claimed “FETO has infiltrated American mis-
sions in Turkey, the US judiciary, its Congress, every-
where, they have infiltrated all institutions in this or that
way, legally or illegally.” — AFP 

Erdogan says 
Turkey cannot be 
‘condemned by 
courts’ in US

Recep Tayyip Erdogan



BRISBANE: Mal Meninga became the first Australian to
win the Rugby League World Cup as a player and a
coach, guiding the Kangaroos to a 6-0 win over
England in a brutal, defense-oriented final. For skipper
Cameron Smith, the win meant back-to-back World
Cup titles but, more importantly, a first on home soil
and redemption for a shock loss to New Zealand in the
decider here nine years ago.

Smith played a role in the only try of the final, work-
ing left from dummy half and linking with Cooper
Cronk and Michael Morgan, who popped a short-ball
for a straight-running Boyd Cordner to crash over the
line in the 15th minute.

Smith converted the
try and, despite a string
of opportunities for both
teams, it was the only
score in 80 minutes on
Saturday night in humid
sub-tropical conditions
in Brisbane. The English
squad went into the final
as underdogs after skip-
per Sean O’Loughlin and
hooker Josh Hodgson
were ruled out by
injuries, but performed
well beyond expectations
against a team that had beaten them 18-4 in the tourna-
ment opener.

It was the Kangaroos’ 11th World Cup title and first
on home soil since 1977. Australia’s victory extended a
drought for British teams that dates back to 1972. “It’s
amazing, mate,” said Smith, who this year has won the
NRL premiership with the Melbourne Storm, the State
Of Origin series with Queensland and the World Cup

with Australia. “To finally get a World Cup victory on
home soil. It’s been quite a long time.”

Australia only conceded 16 points in six games in the
tournament, and extended their winning streak to 13
games under Meninga. “It was one of the toughest
football games I’ve played in my entire career,” Smith
said.  “We’ve gone back-to-back World Cup victories
now, and very glad to have the Kangaroos as the No. 1
team in the world.” Australian five-eighth Morgan
crossed in the 46th minute after a strong run by back-
rower Matt Gillett, but the TV official ruled no try and
penalized the hosts for obstruction.

England had two strong chances to equalize, with
winger Ryan Hall going
close in the first half
before he was bundled
into touch in a covering
tackle. Josh Dugan’s
ankle tap on England
center Kallum Watkins
saved an almost certain
try late in the second
half. England prop James
Graham said the one-try
scoreline didn’t reflect
the nature of the game.
“Tough one to take ... but
what a spectacle,” he

said. “There were a couple of times where the half-
break was on, but fair play to them for their scramble.”

Meninga, who was captain and kicked three goals in
Australia’s 10-6 win over Britain in the 1992 World Cup
final, said his squad imposed itself on England defen-
sively in the second half. “Without a really good atti-
tude and understanding of what the occasion is, we
wouldn’t have delivered that result,” Meninga said.

“When you look at the nil scoreline, I’m really proud of
the way they defended again to keep on coming up
with special efforts, particularly in that second half.”

Wayne Bennett, who took on the England job after
coaching the Brisbane Broncos, Queensland and

Australia, said his squad played with an intensity usual-
ly reserved for the Origin series. “I’m really proud of
them. Just the intensity of it,” he said. “Lots of times
they were exhausted and still found something, another
effort on effort. It was good stuff.”— AP
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It was one of the 
toughest football 
games I’ve played

LAUSANNE: More Russian doping cases from the
2014 Sochi Games are on the way, the International
Olympic Committee said Friday as it banned three
more athletes from the country. The IOC said its com-
mission is dealing with 36 cases related to doping by
Russia at the Sochi Olympics, eight more than previ-
ously acknowledged.

Of that total, 25 athletes have now been banned -
including the three in Friday’s rulings - and one has
been cleared, figure skater Adelina Sotnikova. “As
some investigations are still ongoing (notably the
forensic analysis of the bottles), it cannot be excluded
that there might be new elements that would justify
opening further new cases,” the IOC said in a state-
ment. The three banned Friday include Olga Zaitseva,
who won silver in the women’s biathlon relay in 2014.
That medal, however, has already been stripped
because teammate Olga Vilukhina was banned on
Monday.

Zaitseva remains one of the most successful
Russian biathletes in Olympic history, with two gold
medals and a silver medal from previous games. She
will keep those medals because the ruling only applies
to the 2014 Games, not the 2006 and 2010 Olympics.
Cross-country skiers Anastasia Dotsenko and Yulia
Chekaleva were also banned Friday.  Neither won a
medal. The IOC started its investigations last year
after World Anti-Doping Agency investigator Richard
McLaren detailed a vast Russian program of doping
and cover-ups, including tampering with samples at
the Sochi laboratory.

Also Friday, the International Bobsled and Skeleton
Federation said it had lifted provisional suspensions
from nine Russians banned by the IOC. The move,
which leaves the Russians free to compete in non-
Olympic events like the World Cup, was taken because
the IOC hasn’t yet provided the IBSF will full details of
its investigations. That mirrors the position taken by
the International Ski Federation, which did not imme-
diately suspend six Russians after their IOC bans, but
then suspended them on Thursday after receiving
more information. — AP

3 Russians banned 
for Olympic doping, 
more cases coming

BRISBANE: Australian team members celebrate their victory in the Rugby League World Cup men’s final match
between Australia and England in Brisbane yesterday. — AFP 

PALEMBANG: Half-finished venues and an air of unpre-
paredness raise an uncomfortable question for Indonesia:
will it be ready for next year’s Asian Games? With less than
nine months to go, earthmovers and cranes dot construc-
tion sites and plans for logistics remain hazy, pointing to a
frantic build-up to the regional Olympics in August.

Turbulent preparations for major events are nothing
new: the 2004 Athens Olympics stadium was only complet-
ed weeks before the opening ceremony, and Brazil’s 2014
World Cup went ahead in unfinished venues.

The doomsday scenario remains New Delhi’s 2010
Commonwealth Games, where problems ranged from filthy
conditions at the athletes’ village to collapsing infrastruc-
ture. Indonesia had its own problems with the 2011
Southeast Asian Games-which, like the Asian Games, were
split between Jakarta and Palembang in South Sumatra-fol-
lowing corruption scandals and a deadly stampede at the
football final. But the Asian Games are on a different scale
altogether: 9,500 athletes in 40 different sports, compared
to 28 for the last Olympics, and held in two different cities
for the first time in the event’s history.

With at least one venue, the velodrome in Jakarta, not
expected to be ready until June, chief organiser Erick
Thohir admitted the schedule was “a bit tight” for the 30
trillion rupiah ($2.2 billion) Games.

But Thohir, the media tycoon who is president of Inter
Milan and owns DC United, pledged that Indonesia will be
ready to host its biggest sports event yet from August 18 to
September 2. “Actually we’re doing something that’s impos-
sible but became possible,” he said this week during an
official media visit and venue tour. “We’re still in progress
but we will make sure that the (work) is finishing up and we
will make everything ready on time,” he added.

‘PRAY FOR US’ 
Hosting the Asian Games is an ambitious endeavour for

any country, as underlined in 2014 when Vietnam pulled out
as hosts of the upcoming tournament, citing concerns over
preparations and the heavy financial burden. Indonesia,
facing five years to prepare rather than the usual seven,
then opted to bring the Games forward from 2019 to 2018
to avoid a clash with national elections, losing another year.
A change of president in 2014 slowed efforts to push for-
ward the project, as has repeated tinkering with the sport-
ing schedule.

“We hope that this (sporting programme) is not chang-
ing any more-hope for us and pray for us,” said an exas-
perated Harry Warganegara of the Games’ organising com-
mittee, INASGOC. In sleepy South Sumatra, an hour’s flight
from Jakarta, large parts of Palembang’s Jakabaring Sport
City remain a building site, permeated with the screech of
angle-grinders and smoke from bonfires on nearby waste-
land. At the bowling venue, teams of carpenters are laying
down chipboard underflooring for the 40 bowling lanes,
while piles of bricks and debris are heaped on the dirt fore-
court outside. Nearby, the skeletons of unfinished buildings
stand next to the white grandstand at the rowing venue,
which will be the “best... in the world”, according to provin-
cial governor Alex Noerdin.

“(The venues are) not ready 100 percent,” admitted the
ambitious Noerdin, who also hopes to attract a MotoGP
motorbike race to Palembang, and jokes that he even has
his eye on the Olympics. “Some infrastructure is under con-
struction, so apologies for the traffic jams, for so many cars
everywhere,” he said. “But we promise you, six months
before the Asian Games Palembang will be the most beauti-
ful city in Indonesia.”

TOXIC RIVER 
At the Palembang athletes’ village, originally built for the

2011 SEA Games, workers are painting curbstones black
and white and an unidentified man is asleep in one of the
bedrooms. Meanwhile the Jakarta athletes’ village, seven
tower blocks housing 5,400 small apartments, is nearing
completion but backs on to a foul-smelling, toxic black riv-
er. The target seems to be that Indonesia will be more or
less ready for the Games, and that they will be held without
too many of the organisational hitches that often plague
major events. But for many Indonesians, holding the com-
petition at all is already a triumph for a country which has
weathered severe difficulties since independence in 1945 to
become one of the world’s biggest emerging economies.

“Not only do we want to host something for the interna-
tional audience, but also we want to build something for the
people of Indonesia. I think that’s something that’s impor-
tant for Indonesia,” said Thohir.

“We want to show Indonesia has really changed over
the past 50 years... the image we want to show is the trans-
formation of Indonesia.” —AFP

It’s a ‘bit tight’: 
Asian Games face 
race against time

PALEMBANG: This picture taken on November 28, 2017 shows a signboard for the 2018 Asian Games at the air-
port in Palembang. Half-finished venues and an air of unpreparedness raise an uncomfortable question for
Indonesia: will it be ready for next year’s Asian Games? — AFP

KUWAIT: As one of the elite sponsors of
Kuwait’s famed sport, Burgan Bank
announces the final winners of the Kuwait
National Arabian Horse Festival 2017. This
sponsorship falls in line with Burgan Bank’s
commitment to supporting valuable traditions
and preserving the history and breed of
Arabian horses as part of the Kuwaiti and
Arab cultural heritage. Organised by Bait Al
Arab, the venue where the championships
were held, is a state-owned stud open to
maintaining the Arabian horse breeding pro-
gram in Kuwait. The platform is a proud and
distinctive Kuwaiti practise which soon
served as an environment to host the most
important equestrian national and interna-
tional events.

Burgan Bank Senior Officer-Public
Relations Hessa Al-Najadah honoured the
winners of the Kuwait National Arabian

Horse Festival 2017. Held under the umbrella
of Al Diwan Al Amiri, the annual event was
successfully concluded under the patronage
of HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and under the
supervision of ECAHO (European
Conference of Arab Horse Organizations)
which is the official body concerned with
managing similar local and international tour-
naments. 

“Bait Al-Arab” is vastly popular with active
participation by Arab horse breeders as well
as owners from both inside and outside the
State of Kuwait, alongside a large number of
enthusiasts of Arabian horses. In order to raise
awareness of the importance of Arab cultural
events and values among all members of the
society, Burgan Bank will continue to play a
strong and effective role in maintaining such
activities like the Arabian horse breeding. 

Burgan Bank concludes 
Kuwait National 
Arabian Horse Festival 
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ADELAIDE: England snared the prized wick-
et of their nemesis Steve Smith as Australia
toiled under the lights in a feisty opening day
of the first-ever day-night Ashes Test in
Adelaide yesterday. It was debutant Craig
Overton who claimed the huge scalp of the
world’s top-rated Test batsman for 40 and his
first Test wicket in the 63rd over of a grimly-
fought contest between bat and ball.

But the Australians, leading the series after
a 10-wicket first Test win in Brisbane, only
lost four wickets after being surprisingly sent
into bat by England skipper Joe Root.

At the close, the home side were 209 for
four with Peter Handscomb unbeaten on 36
and Shaun Marsh on 20 before an Adelaide
Oval record 55,317 crowd.  “It was a pretty
nice one, obviously,” Overton said of his dis-
missal of Smith. 

“He’s one of the best players in the world
to get that one to start with and hopefully I
can carry on with that tomorrow.” Overton
angled one in between bat and pad to scatter
Smith’s stumps to the unbridled delight of the
England team after the Australian skipper’s
match-turning unbeaten 141 in Brisbane.

The Somerset seamer earned kudos as the
first bowler to bowl Smith in a Test match in
Australia since New Zealand’s Trent Boult in
November 2015.  “We’re pretty happy. We
felt like we bowled pretty well all day,”
Overton said. 

“We’ll come back tomorrow with the new
ball and hopefully get a couple of early ones
and be quite on top.” Smith, who faced 90
balls, had been contained by England’s tight
line and was never given a moment’s peace by
Joe Root’s team to keep him under pressure.
At one stage James Anderson stood just off
the pitch and close to Smith at the non-strik-
er’s end as the pair exchanged barbs and
needed umpire Aleem Dar to step between
the two to calm tensions.

Smith also traded heated words with
Stuart Broad early in his innings as the
tourists looked for ways to unsettle the impe-
rious Australian skipper.  “I’m not sure what

was said, I was on the boundary, but obvious-
ly they said a few things and it looked like he
got under his skin,” Overton said of the
exchanges with Smith.

“But he still got 40, so he played pretty
well. It’s nice to get him in the end.” Usman
Khawaja raised his ninth Test half-century
and was dropped on 44 by Mark Stoneman
before he fell in the over after the dinner
break. He shaped to cover drive Anderson
only to get an edge to James Vince in the gul-
ly for 53.

“I wouldn’t say we’re streets ahead but I’d
say we’re pretty happy with four for 200 at
the end of the day,” Khawaja said.  “It’s going
to be important how we bat tomorrow.
Tomorrow’s going to be an important day for
us.” Root, who became the first England cap-
tain since Bob Willis in 1982 to bowl after

winning the toss in Adelaide, failed to gain
any reward until the 15th over after two rain
stoppages.

Key bowlers Anderson and Broad wasted
the new pink ball by bowling short of a length
in the important first hour.

England got the initial breakthrough in the
over after tea through a run out. David
Warner played Broad into the covers where
Moeen Ali fumbled the ball as Cameron
Bancroft set off for a run from the non-strik-
er’s end.  Woakes picked up the ball and hit
the stumps from mid-off as Bancroft scram-
bled to make his ground and was run out in
the mix-up for 10.  Woakes captured the vital
wicket of Warner for 47 in the 34th over.
Warner edged an outswinger to Jonny
Bairstow and left the home side 86 for two as
Smith came to the crease. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

England won the toss
Australia 1st Innings
Cameron Bancroft run out (Woakes) 10
David Warner c Bairstow b Woakes 47
Usman Khawaja c Vincent b Anderson 53
Steve Smith b Overton 40
Peter Handscomb not out 36
Shaun Marsh not out 20
Extras: (3lb) 3
TOTAL (for four wickets) 209

Overs: 81; Batting time: 338 minutes.

Fall of wickets: 1-33, 2-86, 3-139, 4-161.

Still to bat: Tim Paine, Mitchell Starc, Pat Cummins, Josh Hazlewood, Nathan Lyon.

Bowling: Jimmy Anderson 20-3-45-1, Stuart Broad 19-7-39-0, Chris Woakes 15-
2-50-1, Craig Overton 17-3-47-1, Moeen Ali 10-1-25-0.

ADELAIDE, Australia: Scoreboard at stumps yesterday after the first day of the
day-night Ashes cricket test between Australia and England at the Adelaide Oval:ADELAIDE: England’s Stuart Broad, right, celebrates as Australia’s Cameron Bancroft, bottom,

is run out for 10 runs during their Ashes test match in Adelaide, yesterday. —AP 

BRIGHTON AND HOVE ALBION: Roberto Firmino net-
ted twice as Liverpool made it five wins from their last six
Premier League games with a 5-1 drubbing of Brighton
and Hove Albion at the Amex Stadium yesterday. Despite
making six changes to the Liverpool starting line-up,
Juergen Klopp’s side started the game strongly and
enjoyed 74 percent of possession in the opening half an
hour. They were rewarded when Philippe Coutinho’s cor-
ner picked out Emre Can who rose above two Brighton
defenders and headed the ball past Mathew Ryan for his
first Premier League goal of the season.

The Brighton defence went to sleep and conceded a
second just over a minute later when Coutinho turned
provider once again and played the perfect ball into
Firmino who made no mistake by striking the ball past
Ryan. Glenn Murray blew a golden chance to get his side
back into the game just after halftime when Simon
Mignolet produced a superb save to deny the Brighton
forward. Liverpool raced down the other end and
Mohamed Salah’s ball picked out Firmino who made no
mistake with another clinical finish. Murray pulled a goal
back for Brighton from the penalty spot after Jordan
Henderson was adjudged to have pushed Shane Duffy, but
Liverpool scored two late goals. Coutinho netted a clever
low free kick and Lewis Dunk headed the ball past his own
keeper to complete the rout. —  Reuters

Firmino double 
inspires Liverpool 
rout of Brighton

EVERTON: Sam Allardyce’s reign at Everton
kicked off in unspectacular but winning
fashion as goals from Gylfi Sigurdsson and
Dominic Calvert-Lewin earned them a 2-0
Premier  League win over struggl ing
Huddersfield Town yesterday.

After being given a warm welcome from
the home fans, new manager Allardyce took
his seat, hoping to see further signs of
Everton’s rejuvenation following their crush-
ing 4-0 defeat of West Ham United in mid-
week. It took a long time but after the for-
mer England boss had witnessed only dire
fare in the first half with his side looking
curiously flat, Calvert-Lewin, a member of
the England Under-20 team that won the
2017 World Cup, prompted the revival.

Two minutes after the break, it was the
young striker’s clever back flick from Aaron
Lennon’s pass that freed a previously out-
of-sorts Sigurdsson to fire home expertly
from 10 metres. The young provider then
turned goalscorer in the 73rd minute, his

seventh goal of the season coming with a
left-foot shot that took a cruel deflection off
Mathias Jorgensen and into the net to con-
sign Huddersfield to a fourth consecutive
defeat.

The three points enabled Everton, after
their traumatic start to the season, to move
back into the league’s top 10. Allardyce,
encouraged after  witnessing Wayne
Rooney’s midweek hat-trick against his old
club West Ham, must initially have been dis-
mayed with Sigurdsson’s three woeful efforts
from set-pieces summing up the quality.

Cuco Martina came closest for Everton
in the opening period, when he latched on
to a loose ball and saw his first-time strike
go close. Huddersfield, seeking their second
away win of the season and their first vic-
tory at Everton for 80 years, nearly took
the lead when Tom Ince’s curled corner led
to chaos in Everton’s box before Laurent
Depoitre was thwarted by Jordan Pickford.

Yet David Wagner’s side rarely looked
like scoring their first away league goal
s ince the season’s  opening day and
Allardyce must have been thrilled by the
improved performance after  the break
inspired by Calvert-Lewin, the game’s best
player. There was another important contri-
bution from Rooney, whose pass put in
Calvert-Lewin to score his seventh goal of
the season in all competitions. — Reuters

Allardyce off to 
winning start 
with Everton

LONDON: Eden Hazard gave England followers a glimpse
of what to expect at next summer’s World Cup with a glo-
rious display as Chelsea beat Newcastle United 3-1 at
Stamford Bridge. Less than 24 hours after the World Cup
draw put Belgium and England in the same group, Belgian
Hazard was in imperious form, scoring twice and running
at defenders at will.

Chelsea’s victory, which keeps them third in the Premier
League, ought to have been more emphatic but it briefly
looked as if they might not collect the three points at all
when Newcastle took a surprise lead in the 12th minute.

Dwight Gayle chased down his own header and hurried
Marcos Alonso into a back-pass which sold his keeper
Thibaut Courtois short. Seeking to prevent Jacob Murphy
nipping in to round him, Courtois was forced to dive at the
Newcastle winger’s feet but succeeded only in pushing the
ball back to Gayle, who stroked it into the empty net.

The Chelsea response was immediate. Twice they went
close before inevitable equaliser finally arrived  after 20
minutes. Alvaro Morata contested a high ball and it
bounced off him and dropped towards Hazard, who con-
trolled his half-volley to perfection, driving the ball into
the ground and bouncing it into the far corner of the net.

That goal settled any anxiety that had been floating
around Stamford Bridge and it came as no surprise when
the home side took the lead just after the half-hour. Matt
Ritchie’s clearing header was neither strong, nor decisive
and fell straight to Victor Moses who quickly drilled over a
cross that Morata merely had to divert home with his head.

Danny Drinkwater, making only his second Chelsea
start in the Premier League, was the next to go close with
a shot which drifted away from the far post.—AFP

BRIGHTON: Liverpool’s Philippe Coutinho scores his side’s fourth goal during the English Premier League
soccer match between Brighton & Hove Albion and Liverpool FC at the AMEX stadium, Brighton, England.
yesterday. —AP

Watford held 
to 1-1 draw 
by Tottenham
WATFORD: Tottenham Hotspur’s patchy away form in
the Premier League continued with a 1-1 draw at
Watford but the North London club will be pleased
with a point after playing much of the second half with
10 men yesterday.

Spurs had centre back Davinson Sanchez sent off in
the 52nd minute for elbowing in the face livewire
winger Richarlison, whose darting runs down the left
flank caused problems for the visitors all afternoon.

One such raid resulted in a Tom Cleverley corner
which defender Christian Kabasele headed home
superbly to give Watford a 13th-minute lead, before
Son Heung-min levelled with a simple close-range tap-
in after Christian Eriksen’s fine low cross.

The visitors were on the back foot after Sanchez was
shown a straight red card and they came close to falling
behind again several minutes later, as Abdoulaye
Doucoure hit the post with a screaming shot from 25
metres.  — Reuters

Hazard inspires 
Chelsea comeback 
against Newcastle

LIVEPOOL: Everton’s English striker Wayne Rooney (L) shakes
hands with Everton’s English manager Sam Allardyce (R) after
he is substituted during the English Premier League football
match between Everton and Huddersfield Town at Goodison
Park. — AFP



COLUMBUS:  Josh Anderson scored late in the third
period to lift the Columbus Blue Jackets over the
Anaheim Ducks 4-2 on Friday night. Anderson got his
team-high 10th goal with just under five minutes left to
make it 3-2. He fired the puck in off the left shoulder of
goalie John Gibson. Anderson also had two assists.
Joonas Korpisalo had 25 saves, Artemi Panarin had a
goal and two assists, and Brandon Dubinsky had a goal
and an assist for the Metropolitan Division-leading
Blue Jackets, who have won eight of nine. Nick Foligno
added an empty net-goal with 29 seconds left. Cam
Fowler and Kevin Roy scored, and Gibson had 27 saves
for the Ducks, who have dropped five of six.

KINGS 4, BLUES 1
Tyler Toffoli scored twice,

backup goaltender Darcy
Kuemper made 39 saves and
Los Angeles beat St. Louis.
Los Angeles won its fourth
straight, including three in a
row on the road. The Kings
tied the Blues for the sec-
ond-best record in the
Western Conference with 35
points. Toffoli has three goals
in the past two games and three two-goal games this
year. He has 13 goals total this season. Anze Kopitar and
Adrian Kempe also scored for the Kings. Patrik
Berglund scored for St. Louis. Carter Hutton allowed
three goals on 21 shots before being lifted.

PENGUINS 4, SABRES 0
Tristan Jarry made 34 saves for his first career

shutout, Sidney Crosby extended his point streak to
five games and Pittsburgh beat Buffalo for its third
straight victory. Crosby had a goal and an assist, and
Tom Kuhnhackl, Jake Guentzel and Patric Hornqvist
also scored in the first game of a home-and-home set.
Pittsburgh is 3-0-2 in games Jarry has started this sea-
son. No. 1 goaltender Matt Murray is week-to-week
with a lower-body injury from Pittsburgh’s overtime
win over Philadelphia on Monday night. The Sabres
have lost 10 of 11 and gone scoreless in three straight
for the first time in franchise history. Robin Lehner
stopped 21 shots.

SENATORS 6, ISLANDERS 5
Ryan Dzingel’s second goal of the game snapped a

tie early in third period and Ottawa ended a seven-
game losing streak with a wild win over New York.
Zack Smith, Bobby Ryan, Thomas Chabot and Mike
Hoffman also scored for the Senators, who were 0-6-1
since sweeping Colorado in two games in Stockholm on
Nov. 10-11. Craig Anderson allowed five goals on 18
shots before he was pulled midway through the second
period. Mike Condon came on and stopped all 19 shots
he faced, including Jordan Eberle’s point-blank attempt

in the closing seconds. Anders Lee had two goals, and
Anthony Beauvillier, Andrew Ladd and Jason Chimera
also scored for New York, which lost at home in regula-
tion for the first time this season (8-1-2). Thomas Greiss
started and was also pulled after giving up five goals on
20 shots. Jaroslav Halak replaced him and finished with
14 saves.

DEVILS 2, AVALANCHE 1
Brian Boyle scored a go-ahead goal early in the third

period, Jesper Bratt had a goal and an assist and New
Jersey beat Colorado. Corey Schneider stopped 22
shots for the Devils, who won in defenseman Sami
Vatanen’s debut with New Jersey. Vatanen played his

first game for the Devils after
being acquired from Anaheim
on Thursday.  New Jersey
gave up forwards Adam
Henrique and Joseph Blandisi
for the top-four defenseman,
and he was given a full work-
load against Colorado. He
had a team-high 22:47 of ice
time. J.T. Compher scored for
Colorado and Semyon
Varlamov had 19 saves.

JETS 7, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4
Kyle Connor scored twice, and Mark Scheifele and

Patrik Laine each had a goal and two assists in
Winnipeg’s five-goal third period. Tyler Myers, Matt
Hendricks and Nikolaj Ehlers also scored for Winnipeg,
with won its fifth straight at home. Blake Wheeler had
three assists and Connor Hellebuyck stopped 27 shots
for the Western Conference-leading Jets. Winnipeg-
born forward Cody Eakin, William Karlsson, Erik Haula
and Colin Miller scored for the Golden Knights.
Maxime Lagace stopped 31 shots as Vegas lost its third
straight for only the second time this season.

SHARKS 2, PANTHERS 1
Chris Tierney scored in the third period to lift San

Jose over Florida. Joe Pavelski scored his 300th goal,
and Aaron Dell made 39 saves for the Sharks in his sec-
ond consecutive start. San Jose won its third straight
game. Colton Sceviour scored for the Panthers. Roberto
Luongo stopped 30 shots.

RANGERS 5, HURRICANES 1
Michael Grabner scored three goals, including two

late empty-netters, to lead New York over Carolina.
David Desharnais and Paul Carey also scored to help
the Rangers win for the ninth time in their last 10 at
home and improve to 11-3-0 in their last 14 overall.
Henrik Lundqvist made 32 saves. Justin Williams scored
56 seconds into the game to give Carolina the early
lead with his 700th career point. Scott Darling finished
with 21 saves. — AP
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Anderson scores late in 3rd to 
lift Jackets over Ducks 4-2

Boyle scores in 3rd, Devils beat Avalanche 2-1

Crosby extends 
point streak 

to five games 
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NEW YORK: Nate Thompson #17 and Matt Duchene #95 of the Ottawa Senators look to block a shot in the final
minute of their 6-5 victory over the New York Islanders at the Barclays Center in the Brooklyn borough of New
York City.—AFP

WELLINGTON: New Zealand all-rounder Colin de
Grandhomme cracked his maiden Test century off just
71 balls to leave the West Indies reeling at stumps on
the second day of the first Test in Wellington yester-
day. It was the ninth fastest Test century of all time as
de Grandhomme, in only his seventh Test, made light
of a tiring attack and plundered the boundary on a
demoralising day for the West Indies.

At stumps New Zealand were 447 for nine, holding
a 313-run lead after the West Indies were rolled for
134 in their first innings. De Grandhomme was out for
105 after a rollicking innings that included three sixes
and 11 fours.

Senior batsman Ross Taylor and Henry Nicholls set
the stage for an all-out attack with their 127-run stand
for the fourth wicket which led to de Grandhomme
and Tom Blundell adding 148 for the seventh.

There was no sign of nerves from the debutant
Blundell who was unbeaten on 57 at stumps to go
with Taylor’s 93 and 66 for Nicholls on a day in which
New Zealand scored 362 runs, lost seven wickets and
left the West Indies exhausted. 

De Grandhomme, who went to the crease when
Nicholls was dismissed on the second ball after tea,
used the first delivery he faced from Miguel Cummins
as a sighter and then smacked boundaries off the next
two.  It was big hitting with minimal risk as he raced to
99 and then reached his milestone century steering a
Cummins delivery wide of point for three. But in the
following over he was deceived by a slower ball from
Roston Chase which was chipped to Kieran Powell at
long on.  Taylor was closing in on his 17th century to
equal the New Zealand record held by his mentor, the
late Martin Crowe, and current captain Kane
Williamson, when he fell lbw to Kemar Roach shortly
before tea. 

The initial appeal was turned down by Australian
umpire Rod Tucker with two noises heard as the ball
went through suggesting a possible inside edge. But
the West Indies were confident in their call for a video
review which clearly showed only the pad had been
hit and the ball was angling towards the stumps,
meaning Taylor’s 160-ball innings was over. —AFP

Rollicking de
Grandhomme ton
leaves Windies
reeling NEW DELHI: Indian captain Virat Kohli blasted an

unbeaten 156 to pass 5,000 runs in Test cricket as his
side made 371-4 on a painful opening day of the third
match for Sri Lanka’s bowlers. Opener Murali Vijay also
plundered 155 to increase the agony for the tourists
who are one down in the series.

Kohli remained on 156 with Rohit Sharma on six at
the end of the day at the Feroz Shah Kotla stadium in
New Delhi. Kohli and Vijay put on 283 for the third
wicket after India lost its top two batsmen in the morn-
ing session. “The responsibility and ownership lies with
the top order. Whoever gets in wants to make it big and
they have embraced it well,” India’s assistant coach
Sanjay Bangar told reporters.

“The number of big scores that we have had is pure-
ly because they understand the responsibility that the
team is a batsman short and how somebody who is set
can make a big contribution,” he added.

Left-arm wrist spinner Lakshan Sandakan hurt the
hosts with two late wickets, including Vijay’s prized
scalp. Vijay was stumped for 155 though the decision
needed approval from the third umpire with the bats-
man’s back foot just on the line. Ajinkya Rahane’s miser-
able run with the bat continued as he was stumped in a
similar fashion to walk off with one run to his name
from five deliveries. “He would be disappointed in the
manner he got out. He is somebody who works hard on
his game like all players do,” said Bangar. “His overseas
record is phenomenal... he is a quality player who has
performed when the chips are down for the team,” he
added. Kohli, fresh from a majestic 213 during India’s
thrashing of Sri Lanka in the second Test in Nagpur, led
the batting charge with his 20th Test century. The
Delhi-born star got a single off Dilruwan Perera after
the tea break to register his first Test century on his
home ground and the crowd stood up in applause.

PERERA’S 100TH SCALP 
Kohli’s knock, laced with 16 boundaries, took him

past 5,000 Test runs in his 63rd game. He also became
the first captain to score successive hundreds in a
three-match series. Vijay seemed inspired by his cap-
tain as the right-hand opener smashed his second
straight ton of the series following an innings of 128
when he came back from injury in Nagpur.

Earlier Perera got his 100th Test scalp to send open-

er Shikhar Dhawan back for 23. Perera became Sri
Lanka’s fastest bowler to a century of wickets in his
25th match, two less than spin legend Muttiah
Muralitharan. Cheteshwar Pujara was the second man
out, caught at leg slip for 23 after flicking a sliding
delivery from paceman Lahiru Gamage.

Sri Lanka’s fast bowling coach Rumesh Ratnayake
said the visitors should focus on the little things they
did right on day one to bounce back in the game. “You
have to bring in the portions of which they have done

well and say if you have done those... right then you
continue the things which we did right,” Ratnayake said.

“Also change in tactics, whether in field or other-
wise... tell Sandakan to bowl more googlies. “He should
have broght in the googly much earlier. So hopefully we
come with a different aspect tomorrow,” he said.

India lead the series 1-0 and need only a draw for a
record-equalling ninth successive Test series triumph.
England and Australia are the other sides to have
achieved the feat. —AFP

Kohli passes
landmark 5,000 Test
runs as India increase
Sri Lanka’s agony

NEW DELHI: Indian batsman Rohit Sharma plays a shot during the first day of the third Test cricket match
between India and Sri Lanka at the Feroz Shah Kotla Cricket Stadium in New Delhi yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

India
M. Vijay st Dickwella b Sandakan 155
S. Dhawan c Lakmal b Perera 23
C. Pujara c Samarawickrama b Gamage 23
V. Kohli not out 156
A. Rahane st Dickwella b Sandakan 1
R. Sharma not out 6
Extras (lb1, nb6) 7
Total (4 wickets, 90 overs) 371
Fall of wickets: 1-42 (Dhawan), 2-78 (Pujara), 3-361

(Vijay), 4-365 (Rahane)
Still to bat: W. Saha, R. Ashwin, R. Jadeja, I. Sharma, M.
Shami
Bowling: Lakmal 14-2-50-0, Gamage 17-6-68-1, Perera
21-0-97-1, Sandakan 23-1-110-2 (nb6), De Silva 15-0-
45-0.
Sri Lanka: D. Chandimal (captain), S. Samarawickrama,
D. Karunaratne, D. de Silva, A. Mathews, N. Dickwella
(wicketkeeper), R. Silva, D. Perera, S. Lakmal, 
L. Sandakan, L. Gamage

NEW DELHI: Scoreboard at stumps on the opening day of the third and final Test between India and Sri
Lanka in New Delhi yesterday:
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NFL results/standings

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Winnipeg 16 6 4 89 71 36
St. Louis 17 8 1 87 70 35
Nashville 15 7 3 79 73 33
Dallas 14 10 1 74 72 29
Chicago 12 9 4 79 67 28
Minnesota 12 10 3 76 76 27
Colorado 12 10 2 77 75 26

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 16 8 3 82 60 35
Las Vegas 15 9 1 87 80 31
San Jose 14 8 2 63 52 30
Calgary 14 10 1 73 76 29
Vancouver 12 10 4 73 76 28
Anaheim 11 11 4 70 79 26
Edmonton 10 14 2 71 87 22
Arizona 6 18 4 66 101 16

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 17 6 2 90 65 36
Toronto 17 9 1 98 82 35
Montreal 12 12 3 68 85 27
Boston 11 8 4 63 68 26
Detroit 10 11 5 73 80 25
Ottawa 9 9 6 74 81 24
Florida 10 13 2 73 85 22
Buffalo 6 16 4 55 89 16

Metropolitan Division
Columbus 17 8 1 76 62 35
New Jersey 15 6 4 80 75 34
NY Islanders 15 8 2 94 82 32
Pittsburgh 14 10 3 78 90 31
NY Rangers 14 10 2 87 78 30
Washington 14 11 1 76 80 29
Carolina 10 9 5 69 75 25
Philadelphia 8 10 7 70 78 23
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings
and are not included in the loss column (L) 

New Jersey 2, Colorado 1; Los Angeles 4, St. Louis 1; Winnipeg 7, Las Vegas; San Jose 2, Florida 1; Pittsburgh 4, Buffalo 0; Ottawa 6, NY
Islanders 5; NY Rangers 5, Carolina 1; Columbus 4, Anaheim 2.  
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MADRID: Celta Vigo breathed life into La
Liga’s title race becoming the first team
this season to take points off Barcelona at
the Nou Camp in a thrilling 2-2 draw yes-
terday. Iago Aspas gave Celta an early
lead, but an inspired display from Lionel
Messi appeared to have earned Barca
another three points as he immediately
equalised and then helped tee up Luis
Suarez to put the hosts 2-1 in front.

However, the excellent Aspas set up
Maxi Gomez 20 minutes from time as
Barca centre-back Samuel Umtiti suffered
what could be a costly injury. Barca’s slip-
up is a boost for Real Madrid and Atletico
Madrid, who can close to within six points
with victories over Athletic Bilbao and Real
Sociedad respectively later.

Celta have been a bogey side for Barca
in recent years, beating the Catalans once
in each of the past three seasons. And a
positive start from the Galicians on Celta
boss Juan Carlos Unzue’s return to the
Camp Nou, where he spent three years as
Luis Enrique’s assistant, was rewarded 20
minutes in. Aspas sprung Barca’s offside
trap and crossed for the unmarked Gomez
who was denied by an incredible save by
Marc-Andre ter Stegen. However, the
rebound fell for Aspas to slot home his
ninth goal of the season.

Celta’s lead lasted two minutes, though,
as Messi latched onto Paulinho’s pass to
fire low under Ruben Blanco for his first
goal since late October. Messi then took
control of the game as Barca pressed to go
ahead before half-time.

A sensational pass from the Argentine
was smashed home by Suarez, only for the
Uruguayan to be wrongly flagged offside.
Messi then hit the outside of the post and
Paulinho headed too close to Ruben Blanco
from Ivan Rakitic’s pinpoint cross.

Paulinho had an even better chance at
the start of the second period when he
rounded Blanco only to fire into the side-
netting. It seemed a matter of time before
Celta’s resistence was broken and Barca’s
second duly arrived just after the hour

when great work by Messi and Jordi Alba
teed up Suarez for his first goal at the
Camp Nou in nearly three months.

Blanco then kept Celta in the game with
a sensational stop from Messi’s close-
range header. An end-to-end encounter
swung back Celta’s way in a double blow
for Barca. Umtiti pulled up with what
looked like a hamstring problem as he

chased Aspas down the right and the
Spanish international then patiently picked
out Gomez to fire into an unguarded net.

Thomas Vermaelen was brought on for
Umtiti, who has shone this season but
could now miss Barca’s El Clasico trip to
Real Madrid on December 23. It was
Barca’s other stalwart centre-back who
should have restored the hosts’ lead when

Gerard Pique hit the outside of the post
from another defence-splitting Messi pass.

Unfortunately for Barca, Messi’s best
chance of a winner was with his head as he
nodded wide when Denis Suarez’s blocked
shot fell his way. Yet, Barca also had their
goalie to thank as Ter Stegen’s out-
stretched hand denied Pione Sisto the win-
ner two minutes from time. — AFP

Barca slip in Celta thriller 
offers Real, Atletico hope

Sensational pass from Messi was smashed home by Suarez

Established 1961 

BARCELONA: FC Barcelona’s Paulinho, center, duels for the ball against Celta Vigo’s goalkeeper Ruben Blanco, left, during a
Spanish La Liga soccer match between FC Barcelona and Celta Vigo at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, yesterday. — AP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Bournemouth v Southampton 16:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Manchester City v West Ham United 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Leganes v Villarreal 14:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Getafe v Valencia 18:15 
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Eibar v Espanyol 20:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Las Palmas v Real Betis 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Benevento v Milan 14:30
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Bologna v Cagliari Calcio 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 7
Fiorentina v Sassuolo Calcio 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 1
Internazionale Milano v Chievo Verona 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
Sampdoria v Lazio 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 4

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
Hertha Berlin v Eintracht Frankfurt 17:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Wolfsburg v Borussia Monchengladbach 20:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5

FRENCH LEAGUE
Saint Etienne v Nantes 17:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Caen v Olympique Lyonnais 19:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Montpellier v Olympique Marseille 23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
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KREMLIN: The coaches of the qualified teams pose for a group photo at the end of the 2018 soccer World Cup draw in the Kremlin in Moscow. — AP

Australia edges England 6-0 
in brutal World Cup final

Anderson scores late in 3rd to 
lift Jackets over Ducks 4-2

Barca slip in Celta thriller 
offers Real, Atletico hope1512 14
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Coaches hail tantalizing WCup draw
MOSCOW: The coaches of the 2018 World Cup
favourites welcomed a draw that keeps most of them
apart in the group phase-with the exception of
Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portugal and 2010 winners Spain.
Ronaldo’s Group B battle against Spain and many of his
Real Madrid teammates in Sochi on June 15 will be an
early highlight of a tournament that was mapped out by
Friday’s draw in the Kremlin.

“They are the champions of Europe, they have fan-
tastic players and we are talking about the highest lev-
el,” Spain coach Julen Lopetegui told Spanish TV sta-
tion Cuatro. Spain, clicking into gear again after under-
performing in recent years, were seen as the team to
avoid after missing out on a place among the top seeds.

When the hand of Diego Maradona dipped into the
glass bowl and pulled out England in Belgium’s Group
G-avoiding Brazil, Argentina and Portugal-the English
press termed it “the day the Hand of God made
amends”. In the 1986 World Cup, the Argentinian infa-
mously scored against England using his hand-and
claimed divine intervention had played a role.

Perennial under-achievers England still face a tough
encounter with a free-scoring Belgian side featuring
Kevin de Bruyne and Eden Hazard, both of whom play
in England. Tunisia and debutants Panama complete the
group. “We’ve been good at writing teams off and then
getting beat. We’ve got to be prepared for every
game,” said England manager Gareth Southgate.

England could in theory find themselves on a collision
course with Germany and Spain if they do not win the
group. Harry Kane and his teammates begin against
Tunisia in Volgograd-in a stadium built on one of the
main sites of the World War II Battle of Stalingrad — on
June 18. World Cup newcomers Iceland were meanwhile
handed a match against
Lionel Messi and Argentina
on June 16 — a draw coach
Heimar Hallgrimsson
described as “romantic”. He
said he had already spoken
to his scout in Argentina.
“He told me just one thing-
number 10,” a laughing
Hallgrimsson said in refer-
ence to Messi’s number.

TANTALISING
PROSPECTS 

The glitzy draw, featuring a short speech from
Russian President Vladimir Putin, also laid out potential
routes to the final, revealing tantalising prospects such
as a Spain v Argentina quarter-final, and possible semi-
finals of Spain against Germany or France versus Brazil.
Ronaldo will be 33 come next year’s finals, meaning this
will probably be his last shot at World Cup glory.

Reigning world champions Germany, the much-fan-

cied Brazil of Neymar, and France will all be delighted
with their draws, but the prospects appear tougher for
Argentina. Apart from Iceland, they will come up
against Croatia and Nigeria in Group D as Messi looks
to make up for losing the 2014 final to Germany.

The Barcelona man turns 31 during the tournament,
meaning this is probably
also his last chance to win
the World Cup. Germany
were placed with Mexico,
Sweden and South Korea in
Group F as Joachim Loew’s
men try to become the first
nation to retain the title
since Brazil in 1962.

“I am certainly not
scared,” Loew told ZDF tel-
evision, but he warned the
chasing pack was closing in.
“Other countries have been

watching us over the last few years and they have pro-
gressed and they have great players. This will be an
exciting World Cup.”

Five-time winners Brazil, eager to exorcise the
demons of 2014 and their 7-1 semi-final humiliation
against Germany on home soil, will expect little trouble
in progressing from Group E ahead of Switzerland,
Costa Rica and Serbia.

France coach Didier Deschamps will be confident of
winning Group C ahead of Australia, Peru and
Denmark. “Whatever the group, the French team have
to qualify for the knockout round and have to finish first
in the group,” Deschamps told BeIN Sport.

Australia have been in disarray since qualifying and
are now searching for a new coach following the resig-
nation of Ange Postecoglou. The Socceroos’ assistant
coach Ante Milicic was optimistic though. “Although it’s
a difficult group, we believe in ourselves and definitely
we can advance from the group,” he said.

AVOIDED SPAIN 
Japan face a tough task to finish in the top two of

Group H that features Robert Lewandowski’s Poland,
Senegal and Colombia. Japan’s veteran coach Vahid
Halilhodzic vowed to avenge his side’s humiliating 4-1
thrashing by Colombia at the 2014 World Cup.

“The Colombia game will be key. For Japan it will be
chance to get revenge for the last World Cup,” the fire-
brand Franco-Bosnian said. The tournament kicks off
when host nation Russia take on Saudi Arabia on June
14 in Moscow’s Luzhniki Stadium, which will also host
the final on July 15.

“I cannot say whether I’m happy or not,” Russia
coach Stanislav Cherchesov said, after also drawing
Egypt and Uruguay. “We just didn’t want to get Spain
from pot two.” — AFP

We’ve got to 
be prepared 

for every game

Beleaguered World Cup gets weak opener: Russia-S Arabia

LONDON: Jesse Lingard fired Manchester
United to a pulsating 3-1 victory over Arsenal
that cut Manchester City’s lead at the top of the
Premier League to five points yesterday. Jose
Mourinho’s side struck twice in the first 11 min-
utes at the Emirates Stadium as Antonio
Valencia and Lingard punished suicidal Arsenal
defending.

Alexandre Lacazette reduced the deficit, but
United goalkeeper David De Gea made a series
of superb saves before Lingard grabbed his
second goal. Despite the late dismissal of United
midfielder Paul Pogba, who will miss next week-
end’s Manchester derby after a nasty challenge
on Hector Bellerin, the visitors held on for a
priceless victory.

United’s fourth successive league win puts
pressure on City to maintain their blistering
form against West Ham today. Regardless of

City’s result, United’s first victory at the
Emirates since November 2014 keeps them in
the title hunt ahead of their seismic showdown
with the leaders. For Mourinho, this was a
cathartic result as United earned their manager-
who had been criticised for his cautious tactics
in big games-a first away league win against a
top-six rival in 12 attempts.

It also extended his mastery over Arsenal
boss Arsene Wenger, who has now won only
two of their 19 meetings. The end of Arsenal’s
12-match winning run in home league games left
their already faint title hopes in tatters.

They trail 12 points behind City after drop-
ping to fifth place. Wenger this week admitted
that Arsenal’s meetings with United no longer
carry the same prestige they did when the
Gunners were slugging it out for the title with
Alex Ferguson’s teams.

That may be the case with City in the ascen-
dency, but this was still a classic encounter.
Mourinho’s side took the lead in the fourth
minute when Valencia intercepted Laurent
Koscielny’s loose pass and picked out Pogba on
the edge of the Arsenal area.

Nacho Monreal failed to spot that Valencia
had carried on his run and Pogba slipped the
ball to the Ecuador defender, who drilled a
clinical finish past Petr Cech. If that was a
self-infl icted wound, there was worse to

come as United doubled their advantage in
the 11th minute.

LETHAL RAID 
Shkodran Mustafi carelessly surrendered

possession deep inside his own half and Lingard
pounced, teeing up Romelu Lukaku, who sent
Anthony Martial scampering into the Arsenal
area. Martial steered a deft pass into Lingard’s
path and the United winger kept his cool to
shoot low into the far corner for his fifth goal of
the season. Arsenal weren’t ready to surrender
and they should have been back in it when
Lacazette took aim from close-range, only to
see his shot blocked onto the bar by De Gea
before Granit Xhaka smashed the rebound just
wide. After Ashley Young headed Mesut Ozil’s
free-kick off the line, the inspired De Gea made
a brilliant one-handed save to stop Lukaku’s
miscued clearance ending in an own goal.

Arsenal’s sustained pressure was finally
rewarded in the 49th minute. Alexis Sanchez
chipped a pass into the six-yard box and Aaron
Ramsey volleyed back to Lacazette, who fired
home for his eighth goal of the season. Lingard
almost produced the perfect response for
United, but Cech saved and the ball bounced to
safety off the bar. United were still creaking at
the back and De Gea had to produce a miracu-
lous double save to preserve their lead.—AFP

LONDON: Manchester United’s Spanish goalkeeper David de Gea
(L) reacts as Manchester United’s Argentinian defender Marcos
Rojo (R) tackles Arsenal’s French striker Alexandre Lacazette dur-
ing the English Premier League football match. — AFP

Man United win 
Arsenal thriller
to close gap
on City



US factory growth slowed 
in Nov but still looks strong 

Kuwait economy continues to 
rebound from 2015 slowdown 

US world’s biggest supplier of 
heavy oil refining byproduct2118 19

VIENNA:  The OPEC cartel and a group of allied oil-
producing nations agreed on Thursday to extend crude
output cuts until the end of next year, continuing a poli-
cy that led to a significant rise in the price of oil over
the past year.

At the same time, the 24-nation alliance led by
OPEC member Saudi Arabia and Russia gave notice
that it stands ready to revisit the move if price increas-
es bring US shale operators - who suspended opera-
tions while crude was cheap - rushing back into the
market.

“We are going to be agile, depending on how events
unfold,” Saudi Arabian oil minister Khalid Al-Falih told
reporters. Announcing the extension decision after a
day of meetings, he declared, “it’s been a great day.”
The success of the reduced output strategy has been
reflected by crude’s rise. Benchmark oil prices are now
close to $60 a barrel, depending on the grades, up
almost 20 percent from a year ago. On Thursday, the
US contract was trading at $57.08 a barrel, down 22
cents on the day.

That partly reflects a rise in global economic growth
since last year. But it also has been attributed to the
OPEC-led decision to limit production, renewing the
cartel’s reputation as a major player in controlling the

oil market. After decades of being a dominant force in
determining supplies and prices, OPEC’s role as a key
regulator started fading in recent years, as US shale
producers started pumping up their output. That led to
oversupply and a steep
fall in prices from over
$100 to below $40 a
barrel by last year, lead-
ing to the decision to join
key non-OPEC nations
and jointly pump less
crude.

But the strategy of
continued cuts to drive
up prices may not be
sustainable over the
longer run, and OPEC
may yet see its influence
wane again. With prices
now at two-year highs, US producers who mothballed
operations when oil was cheap are coming back into
the market in force.

US oil producers need relatively higher market
prices to break even than, say, Saudi Arabia. So the
recent rise is encouraging more to start pumping again.

U S crude oil production already has grown by 15
percent since last year to nearly 10 million barrels per
day, just behind Russia and Saudi Arabia. The
International Energy Agency expects the United States

to become the biggest
net exporter by the end
of the 2020s.

The extra crude is
welcome for now, with
the global economy
booming. But at some
point, the balance could
again tip from relatively
tight supplies to an over-
supply, resulting in price
drops.

Jan Edelmann, an ana-
lyst at Germany’s HSH
Nordbank, said not only

the United States, but Brazil, China and other nations
“could have increased incentive at the present price
environment to increase their (oil) output.”

While the prices of $100 a barrel last seen a little
over three years ago appear gone, Saudi Arabia’s Al-
Falih was mindful to address the perception those rates

evoked: that OPEC is interested only in cashing in on
pricey crude.

“We are not looking to gouge the market with high-
er prices,” he said, arguing that crude’s value had to
recover from previous lows to “create a market that is
conducive to investment” and OPEC members drilling
for more oil. The extension agreement represented a
rare consensus between OPEC kingpin Saudi Arabia
and Iran. Jockeying for Middle East dominance
between the two countries has led to disarray in the
past. The tensions have spiked in recent months, with
the geopolitical struggle potentially exacerbating dif-
ferent positions on oil.

The Saudis came to the OPEC meetings favoring
continued cuts, but Iran wants greater market share as
it claws its way back from the more than a decade of
economic sanctions that were lifted as part of its 2015
nuclear deal with six world powers.

Russian Energy Minister Alexander Novak, whose
country is a key Iran backer, made a comment that
could upset Tehran and endanger the tenuous Saudi-
Iran balancing act at future OPEC meetings.

Novak said the relationship between Moscow and
Riyadh “is developing faster than ever” on oil issues, as
well as on other projects.—AP

Shale production impact being keenly watched

OPEC, allies extend production cut
VIENNA: Khalid Al-Falih, Minister of Energy, Industry and Mineral Resources and President of the OPEC Conference of Saudi Arabia (left) and Mohammad Sanusi Barkindo, OPEC Secretary General of Nigeria speak to journalists prior to the start of a meeting of the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries, OPEC, at their headquarters in Vienna.—AP
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NEW YORK: Macy’s is hiring an additional
7,000 seasonal associates this holiday sea-
son, saying traffic in its department stores
nationwide has been high. The company
said Friday that the hires will work on the
sales floors of its stores as well as fulfill
online and pick-up-in-store orders and do
other operational jobs. Most of the jobs are
part-time.  They are in addition to the
80,000 temporary holiday workers Macy’s
said it expected to hire early in the fall.

The news is encouraging and is in line
with overall retail industry reports that have

indicated a strong start to the season, with
shoppers buying more than last year.
Macy’s needs a good holiday season after
suffering 11 straight quarters of sales
declines for a key measure. Macy’s, like
many of its department store peers, has
been hit hard from shoppers’ shift away
from clothing and more toward experi-
ences. And when shoppers do buying cloth-
ing, they’re going increasingly to so-called
off-price chains like T.J. Maxx or online to
Amazon.com. That has helped reduce cus-
tomer traffic in the stores. Macy’s has cut
jobs and closed stores as well as embraced
lots of strategies to differentiate itself. That
means offering more exclusive fashions,
expanding an off-price brand, and adding
more gadgets to its stores. In October, it
launched a loyalty program that it hopes
will bring more shoppers through its doors.

“Macy’s has had a great start to this hol-
iday season with high customer volume

across our business,” said John Harper,
Macy’s chief store officer, in a statement.
“We are excited to be further expanding
our seasonal workforce.” Macy’s CEO Jeff
Gennette told The Associated Press on
Black Friday morning that customer counts
were higher and business was better in the
North and Northeast even with fewer pro-
motions from a year ago. Last year, Macy’s
had a lot of unsold merchandise from the
third quarter that needed to be liquidated.

And cold weather helped fuel sales of
items like coat and boots. He predicted that
Macy’s would sell more than a million cold
weather items on Thanksgiving and Black
Friday combined.

However, Macy’s did suffer a glitch pro-
cessing some gift and credit cards later on
Black Friday, one of the busiest shopping
days of the year. It resolved the problems at
the end of the day, but shoppers took to
social media to complain about long lines or

difficulties paying online.
Earlier in the fall Macy’s announced it

would hire more temps for distribution cen-
ters and warehouses, but that overall holi-
day hiring would decline nearly 4 percent
from last year. Macy’s Inc. operates more

than 700 stores under its namesake brand
and Bloomingdale’s as well as more than
100 specialty stores. Shares of the com-
pany, which has corporate offices in New
York and Cincinnati, were up 48 cents to
$24.28 in morning trading. — AP

Macy’s plans to 
hire 7,000 extra 
seasonal workers
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US factory growth slowed 
in Nov but still looks strong 

Construction spending up a strong 1.4% in October

EXCHANGE RATES

Bahrain Exchange Company

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.714
Indian Rupees 4.670
Pakistani Rupees 2.864
Srilankan Rupees 1.967
Nepali Rupees 2.921
Singapore Dollar 225.570
Hongkong Dollar 38.750
Bangladesh Taka 3.579
Philippine Peso 5.974
Thai Baht 9.266

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.680
Qatari Riyal 83.097
Omani Riyal 785.733
Bahraini Dinar 803.370
UAE Dirham 82.373

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 20.000
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 17.084
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.214
Tunisian Dinar 122.160
Jordanian Dinar 426.630
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.016
Syrian Lira 0.000
Morocco Dirham 32.651

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 302.350
Euro 362.060
Sterling Pound 404.240

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.402648 0.410148
Czech Korune 0.006133 0.018133
Danish Krone 0.044434 0.049434
Euro 0. 354805 0.362305
Georgian Lari 0.134754 0.134754
Norwegian Krone 0.032548 0.037748
Romanian Leu 0.064731 0.081581
Russian ruble 0.005178 0.005178
Slovakia 0.009013 0.019013
Swedish Krona 0.032198 0.037198
Swiss Franc 0.303749 0.314749

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.222312 0.234312
New Zealand Dollar 0.202427 0.211927

America
Canadian Dollar 0.233522 0.242522
US Dollars 0.298450 0.302870
US Dollars Mint 0.298950 0.302870

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003296 0.003880

Chinese Yuan 0.044304 0.047804
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036798 0.039548
Indian Rupee 0.004105 0.004746
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002629 0.002809
Korean Won 0.000268 0.000283
Malaysian Ringgit 0.070165 0.076165
Nepalese Rupee 0.003019 0.003189
Pakistan Rupee 0.002645 0.002935
Philippine Peso 0.005867 0.006167
Singapore Dollar 0.220009 0.230009
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001699 0.002279
Taiwan 0.009995 0.010175
Thai Baht 0.008935 0.009485

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.795527 0.804027
Egyptian Pound 0.014497 0.020215
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000185 0.000245
Jordanian Dinar 0.422118 0.431118
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000155 0.000255
Moroccan Dirhams 0.023512 0.047512
Omani Riyal 0.779526 0.785206
Qatar Riyal 0.078813 0.083753
Saudi Riyal 0.079593 0.080893
Syrian Pound 0.001282 0.001502
Tunisian Dinar 0.117579 0.125579
Turkish Lira 0.072399 0.082699
UAE Dirhams 0.080948 0.082648
Yemeni Riyal 0.000983 0.001063

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 302.200
Canadian Dollar 235.495
Sterling Pound 410.035
Euro 361.740
Swiss Frank 298.910
Bahrain Dinar 802.065
UAE Dirhams 82.670
Qatari Riyals 83.495
Saudi Riyals 81.445
Jordanian Dinar 427.515
Egyptian Pound 17.109
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.967
Indian Rupees 4.688
Pakistani Rupees 2.865
Bangladesh Taka 3.665
Philippines Pesso 6.006
Cyprus pound 17.985
Japanese Yen 3.685
Syrian Pound 1.590
Nepalese Rupees 2.935

Malaysian Ringgit 74.790
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 46.160
Thai Bhat 10.250
Turkish Lira 77.100

Canadian dollar 238.730
Turkish lira 77.230
Swiss Franc 309.940
Australian Dollar 231.300
US Dollar Buying 301.150

GOLD
20 Gram 260.520
10 Gram 133.180
5 Gram 67.430

WASHINGTON: American factories grew more slowly
in November but still appear healthy. The Institute for
Supply Management said Friday that its manufacturing
index slipped to 58.2 last month from 58.7 in October.
Anything above 50 signals that US factories are
expanding. American manufacturing is on a 15-month
winning streak. New orders and production grew faster
in November. Hiring and new export orders grew but at
a slower pace.

The ISM, a trade association of purchasing managers,
said 14 of 18 manufactur-
ing industries expanded
in November, led by
paper and machinery
makers. “This is a very
solid report,” said Ian
Shepherdson, chief
economist at Pantheon
Macroeconomics.

US industry has ben-
efited from an improving
global economy and
from a fall in the dollar,
which makes US prod-
ucts less expensive in
foreign markets. The Commerce Department reported
this week that the American economy expanded at a 3.3
percent annual pace from July through September, the
fastest in three years. The unemployment rate has fallen
to a 17-year low 4.1 percent.

US construction spending surged 1.4 percent in
October, the best gain in five months, with all major
categories of building posting gains. The October
spending increase was the third monthly gain after

more modest advances of 0.3 percent in September
and 0.5 percent in August, the Commerce Department
said Friday.

Home building was up 0.4 percent, with strength in
single-family construction offsetting a drop in apart-
ment building. Nonresidential construction rose 0.9
percent after four straight declines. Spending on gov-
ernment projects jumped 3.9 percent, the biggest one-
month gain in three years, with spending at the federal
and state and local levels all showing increases. Though

home building has been
weak for much of the
year, economists expect
such construction to
rebound as a strong job
market boosts sales in
coming months.

The overall economy
grew at a healthy annual
rate of 3.3 percent in the
July-September quarter,
the best showing in three
years, even though resi-
dential construction
declined for a second

straight quarter. But economists remain optimistic that
the low level of unemployment - 4.1 percent in October
- will spark a sustained rebound in sales and construc-
tion. The strength in October was evident in all major
sectors of construction. The rise in housing construc-
tion reflected a 0.3 percent gain in single-family homes,
which offset a 1.6 percent drop in the smaller apart-
ment category.

In the non-residential area, office building was up a

strong 4.4 percent, and hotel construction rose 2.3 per-
cent. Those gains offset a 1.9 percent fall in the catego-
ry that covers shopping centers. In government cate-

gories, spending at the state and local level rose 3.3
percent, while spending on federal projects jumped 11.1
percent. —AP 

Manufacturing 
upswing 

continues

Japan inflation ticks 
up, household 
spending flat 
TOKYO: Japan’s core inflation rate rose 0.8 percent in
October, a slight increase from the month before, while
the jobless rate remained steady at a very low 2.8 per-
cent. But lackluster household spending pointed to per-
sisting weakness in the recovery of the world’s third-
largest economy. Inflation excluding volatile food prices
and energy was only 0.2 percent, suggesting much of the
increase in prices was related to energy costs. Electricity
rates jumped 8 percent and the price of kerosene, used
to heat many homes, climbed 21 percent.

Overall, inflation remains well below the 2 percent
official target set when Japan’s central bank launched an
unprecedented barrage of monetary easing seeking to
spur growth by pushing prices higher. Household
incomes rose nearly 3 percent in October from a year
earlier while spending was flat. Overall wage growth has
lagged, and families generally have chosen to hold onto
extra cash, while businesses have socked windfall profits
away in massive cash piles, or stepped up investments
overseas in faster-growing markets.

While the US Federal Reserve is expected to follow
through with a long anticipated interest rate increase
next week, the Bank of Japan has kept its key policy rate
at minus 0.1 percent, and its governor, Haruhiko Kuroda,
has said stimulus will continue until inflation reaches
about 2 percent.

The pickup in growth in recent months has largely
been thanks to revived demand for exports across the
region. Japan is due to announce revised economic growth
figures for July-September next week. Earlier it reported
the economy expanded at a 1.4 percent annualized rate in
the last quarter, the seventh straight quarter of growth. A
survey of manufacturers released Friday showed output
gained momentum in November, helped by rising demand
from China. The Nikkei Japan Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers index, or PMI, rose to 53.6 from 52.8 in
October, the largest monthly increase since March 2014.
The PMI measures a range of indicators on a scale up to
100 where levels above 50 signal expansion. —AP

MASON: In this May 17, 2017 file photo, an employee stands at her workstation at the
Festo distribution center in Mason, Ohio. The Institute for Supply Management, a trade
group of purchasing managers, reported on US manufacturing for November. —AP

Infosys appoints 
Salil Parekh as CEO
NEW DELHI: Indian IT giant Infosys yesterday named out-
sider Salil Satish Parekh as chief executive, months after its
top boss quit following a showdown with its founders.
Parekh, an executive at French consultancy firm Capgemini,
will start a five-year stint in charge of the information tech-
nology behemoth from January 2, a statement said. The
Infosys board met at the headquarters in Bangalore yester-
day to confirm Parekh’s appointment as CEO and managing
director, according to a filing to the Mumbai stock exchange.

His predecessor Vishal
Sikka quit the company in
a surprise move in August
amid boardroom tensions.
Sikka had come under fire
from some founders over
his style of corporate gov-
ernance and salary increas-
es for top executives.

Following his resigna-
tion, Infosys quickly

named co-founder Nandan
Nilekani non-executive chairman to calm investor unrest
and steady the share price. Nilekani highlighted Parekh’s
“strong track record of executing business turnarounds and
managing very successful acquisitions”. “The board

believes that he is the right person to lead Infosys at this
transformative time in our industry,” he added in a state-
ment. Interim chief executive Infosys veteran UB Pravin Rao
will continue as chief operating officer.

Parekh joined Capgemini in 2000 and occupied various
leadership positions in the group. Infosys in October
reported a 3.3 percent year-on-year rise in profits for the
second quarter after the boardroom turmoil hit shares for
several weeks. 

India became a back office to the world in the early
2000s as companies subcontracted work to firms such as
Infosys, taking advantage of the country’s skilled English-
speaking workforce. The $150-billion IT sector remains one
of the country’s flagship industries, but it is facing upheaval
in the face of automation and US President Donald Trump’s
clampdown on visas.—AFP

Salil Satish Parekh

Here is how you can
bridge the skills gap
The skills gap has become a familiar buzzword to most of
your eyes and ears, but what exactly is a skills gap? What are
its causes and effects? And, most importantly, how do we go
about bridging the Middle East’s skills gap? 

For those who are unfamiliar with the term, the skills gap is
a difference between what the employers want and what the
job seekers or current employees have to offer. In other words,
employers need and seek certain skills when looking for talent,
but oftentimes these skills are not possessed by job seekers or
current employees. This has created many challenges. Not
only does it make it difficult for job seekers who are searching
for work, but it also makes the hiring process more difficult for
employers. Both may wind up settling for less than they want.

As for who or what is to blame, there is no straightforward
and easy answer. Everyone holds the responsibility to bridge
the skills gap. On the employer’s side, companies need to
ensure that they devise training and professional development
programs as well as other solutions to push their employees to
improve, or train new employees to catch up. On the flip-side,
this only works if the job seeker is willing, determined and able
to learn and grow their skills, even independently sometimes. 

Of course, for many job seekers and especially those who

are just starting their careers, the idea that even your college
degrees might not suffice is a daunting one. In order for this
skills gap to be bridged, though, you will require a change in
perspective. Once you have that, the rest of the process
becomes elementary. In order to help you overcome the skills
gap and get the job you want, Bayt.com, the Middle East’s #1
job site, has prepared four ways through which you, the job
seeker, can overcome this hurdle. 

Think Outside the ‘Job Title’ Box
Just because you’ve earned a degree in a certain field or

your experience is limited to one specific area, it does not
mean that you are not qualified for anything else. In fact, your
niche experience - even if not extensive - might be exactly
what the employer needs, in addition to the regular skills that
they generally require from all employees. For instance, if
you’re a good marketer, your communication skills should be
sharp. This is a transferrable skill that is sought after in many
job roles (i.e. sales, customer service, etc.). Take a good look at
what you are good at, and check if those skills are transferrable
to other job roles and industries. Then, you can search for the
job description that matches your newly-recognized skills!

Remember That One Size Fits None
Hold on a second! Your transferrable skills can be greatly

used in many different fields of work, but that is certainly not
an excuse for you to use a one-size-fits-all CV and cover let-
ter. In fact, it could be a reason why you’re not getting the
chance to be interviewed and hired. Your diverse skills create
a great basis, but they still need to be tailored toward the job
you are applying for. Employers can tell if your application is
personalized or generic, and your chances of being noticed
are much higher when your application seems to actually fit.

Create multiple CVs so you can personalize your applications
to the position you really want to get! You can also let the pro-
fessionals help you write a personalized CV and cover letter.

Dive Deeper into Learning
A common misconception among job seekers is that learning

only happens in the form of formal education. This leaves many
applicants with stale knowledge that does not keep up with the
ever-changing world we live in. While formal education is one
way to learn, it is not the only one. It is important to be a life-
long learner and to keep your knowledge updated and expanded.
The sources of learning are endless! Read a book or an article,
use online learning platforms, shadow successful people... if you
have the determination, you’ll learn something new every day.

Support Your Skills
There are times when you seem to have the best skills in

the industry with an amazing track record to support it.
However, you’d still have some difficulties crossing over to a
new job role or industry that requires your skills. The employ-
er might be having a difficult time comprehending exactly
how you can contribute to the new territory you’re trying to
get to. In such case, the power of words is appreciated.

For a start, you should stay on good terms with your previous
bosses and managers, and always aim to get recommendations
from them. Having a testament of your accomplishments will only
support you further in your endeavors. It’s the ultimate proof that
you are capable of doing your job and taking on new challenges.
Another tip to keep in mind is focusing on results and output.
Show the employer how you can get results done even in this new
field. Use real example of you implementing your skills to influ-
ence the bottom line and demonstrate how your skills can be
greatly beneficial for this new area you are attempting to join. 

Bayt.com weekly report
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KUWAIT: Kuwait economy continues to bounce back
from a 2015 slowdown, which was induced by a fiscal
adjustment in the wake of the decline in oil prices.
Growth in non-oil activity is expected to have
improved to 3.0 percent in 2017, with growth seen
accelerating further to 3.5-4 percent in 2018 and 2019.
The key driver has been capital spending, bolstered by
the improving implementation of the government’s
National Development Plan. A shift toward a more
gradual fiscal adjustment should also reduce the drag
on growth while ensuring continued progress on
reducing the fiscal shortfall. 

Substantial fiscal buffers, including large foreign
reserves and a relatively low fiscal breakeven oil price,
provide Kuwait with significantly more space to move
gradually on fiscal adjustment than some of its GCC
neighbors. As a result, authorities are keen to maintain
their commitment to their capital spending plans and to
continue absorbing the bulk of Kuwaiti entrants into the
labor market. At the same time, the government is push-
ing forward with needed structural reform in an effort
to encourage the private sector to play a larger role in
generating new jobs in the medium-to-long-term.

Potential risks 
The outlook is not without its risks. Indeed, the

robust growth outlook depends on a continued com-
mitment to the projects pipeline and the ability by the
various authorities to push that ahead despite bureau-
cratic and sometimes political resistance. Though we
think this risk is low in the medium-term, it could cer-
tainly materialize. Meanwhile, though the probability of
oil prices moving much lower from current levels has
receded for now, it remains a distinct risk. While
Kuwait would be able to sustain $20 oil for some time,
such a scenario is certain to alter the government’s fis-
cal policy and hurt sentiment, with the consequent
impact on non-oil activity.

Non-oil growth 
After slowing in 2015, the pace of non-oil GDP

growth improved to 2.0 percent in 2016. Non-oil
growth had dropped to 0.4 percent in 2015, a figure
which caught most analysts by surprise, including the
IMF. The slowdown was largely a result of government
spending cuts implemented in the wake of the mid-
2014 decline in oil prices. Those cuts, which largely
spared capital spending and the government wage bill,
reduced spending excluding energy subsidies by 10
percent in FY15/16. The fiscal adjustment has since
been far smaller. There was still a decline in spending
by around 2.9 percent in FY16/17, but outlays are
expected to return to positive growth in FY17/18 and
beyond. This shift to a more supportive fiscal stance
should increasingly support non-oil growth in 2018
and 2019. That, combined with continued strength in
project implementation and a recovering consumer
sector, should help sustain non-oil growth at 3.5-4
percent in 2018 and in 2019.

Government project 
Over the last few years, an improved pace of capital

spending has been a key driver of the non-oil econo-
my. We feel that that momentum has been sustained

and should continue to provide solid impetus to the
economy through 2019 and possibly beyond. We esti-
mate that over KD 28 billion worth of projects are like-
ly to have been awarded during the last five years
through the end of 2017. While the pace of project
awards has slowed, the impact on growth is likely to be
sustained in the medium term. 

The projects pipeline remains solid, with the gov-
ernment still strongly committed to the ambitious capi-
tal spending program in the National Development
Plan. The plan, as part of Kuwait Vision 2035, seeks to
transform the country into a financial, cultural and
trade leader and includes capital spending on infra-
structure, housing, power and water, and the oil sector.
Around a third of the spending is slated to come from
public-private partnership (PPP) projects. Though
progress on the PPP projects has been slow, it is
expected to pick up.

Consumer sector 
The consumer sector, long a robust and reliable

source of growth, appears to be bouncing back after a
period of slowdown. The sector was hit in 2015 and
2016 as a consequence
of the decline in oil
prices. This happened as
households took a more
cautious view, with the
Ara consumer sentiment
index falling to a low of
83 in September 2016. A
year on and the index
has improved signifi-
cantly; the index hit 110
in September 2017. 

The consumer sector
continues to be well
supported by steady
growth in employment and salaries, particularly in the
government sector and among Kuwaiti households.
Employment growth among Kuwaiti nationals remains
relatively solid, with public sector employment grow-
ing by around 2 percent y/y through June 2017.
Expatriate employment has slowed but remains healthy
at 3.6 percent y/y.

Real estate market 
The real estate market has been showing evidence

of improvement following more than two years of
weakness. Sales for all sectors during the three months
through October 2017 were up 33 percent y/y. Real
estate prices also appear to have stabilized, after
undergoing an orderly 15-20 percent correction since
2014. NBK’s real estate price indices now show prices
down 1-6 percent from a year ago, compared to
declines of 6-13 percent y/y at the end of 2016.

Inflation eases 
New revised statistics revealed significantly lower

inflation in 2017. Inflation in October eased to 1.4 per-
cent y/y, down from 2.6 percent y/y at the end of
2016. The main source of softer price growth has been
housing rent, which is now in deflationary territory
with prices down 0.3 percent y/y. Base effects also

explain the decline in inflation, especially as the fuel
price hikes of September 2016 faded. 

Going forward, inflation is expected to pick up
pace. A moderately weaker US dollar, which implies a
weaker dinar, is expected to put some upward pres-
sure on prices in 2018. Also, the hike in utility prices
taking place in stages in 2017 and early 2018 are
expected to filter into the rest of consumer prices
gradually in the coming year. Finally, we expect the
value-added tax (VAT) to be introduced in 2019,
impacting prices moderately then. As a result, average
annual inflation is seen picking up from 1.6 percent in
2017 to 2.2 percent in 2018 and 2.8 percent in 2019. 

Fiscal deficits will persist 
The Ministry of Finance is expected to continue to

register a deficit in the medium-term, even though oil
prices have improved and despite some fiscal consoli-
dation. We expect the price of Brent crude to average
around $55 per barrel in 2018 and 2019, little changed
from 2017. As a result, the fiscal balance is expected to
register a deficit of 12-13 percent of GDP in FY18/19
and FY19/20, after the mandatory allocation to the

Future Generations Fund
(FGF), a level that is
largely in line with what
we expect for FY17/18. 

There was some good
progress on fiscal con-
solidation during the first
two years after the
decline in oil prices,
though we expect the
pace will slow in the
coming two years. The
bulk of the progress
came in the form of
spending cuts.

Expenditures were reduced by 15 percent and 3 percent
in FY15/16 and FY16/17. Cuts in spending came from
general belt-tightening in areas outside the wage bill
and capital spending. They have also included cuts in
subsidies, with fuel prices and utility rates seeing hikes.

Spending is expected to return to positive growth in
FY17/18 and beyond, with the government’s focus
shifting to the revenue side. Fiscal reforms include the
introduction of a corporate income tax and a value
added tax (VAT), though both are in early stages and
have yet to receive legislative approval by the National
Assembly (NA). There is a good chance that the VAT
will be introduced in 2019, with the corporate earnings
tax not likely before 2020. We estimate that these
reforms together will boost non-oil revenues by
around 2-3 percent of GDP by 2020.

Sovereign wealth fund 
A relatively prudent fiscal policy over the years has

allowed Kuwait to amass one of the largest sovereign
wealth funds (SWF) in the region. Kuwait’s SWF is
estimated to be worth around $560 billion or 450 per-
cent of GDP as at the end of 2017, with the bulk of the
assets held overseas. The assets are split between the
Future Generations Fund (FGF) and the General
Reserve Fund (GRF). The latter, whose holdings are

mostly in liquid assets, is generally available to finance
the deficit. Kuwait has continued to add to the FGF
even as oil prices declined, at the expense of the GRF
or increasing public debt.

Bonds in FY16/17
Despite a large SWF, Kuwait has opted to also rely

on debt to finance its deficit. Since April 2016, the gov-
ernment issued KD 3.6 billion in debt domestically and
another KD 2.4 billion ($8 billion) internationally. This
increased total debt to KD 7.1 billion or 20 percent of
GDP as of the end of October 2017. Debt issuance has
financed around two-thirds of the deficit since the
April 2016.

Debt issuance has been on hold since September
2017 following the expiration of the law that allows the
Ministry of Finance to issue debt. New legislation is
being considered by the National Assembly which
would renew the issuance mandate, double the sover-
eign borrowing ceiling to KD 20 billion and permit, for
the first time, the issuance of 30 year debt. In the past,
issuance was limited to tenors of up to 10 years. 

CA deficit
After recording its first deficit in over two decades

during 2016, the current account is expected to have
swung back to surplus in 2017. A surplus of KD 0.6
billion was recorded in 2Q17, up from KD 0.4 billion in
1Q17. We expect a surplus in 2017 as a whole of
around KD 1.9 billion or 5 percent of GDP after
recording a deficit of 4.5 percent of GDP in 2016. The
improvement has come largely on the back of a higher
oil price, with the Kuwait crude oil price expected to
have increased by more than 30 percent between 2016
and 2017.

However, after improving in 2017, the current
account is expected to deteriorate slightly in 2018 and
2019. With oil prices expected to remain largely steady
and continued growth in imports and worker remit-
tances in tandem with growth in the non-oil economy,
the current account surplus is seen shrinking to under
1 percent of GDP by 2019.

Dinar down in 2017 
Following three years of gains, the Kuwaiti dinar

(KWD) retreated during most of 2017. A weaker US
dollar has seen the dinar decline by 3.7 percent in
trade-weighted terms year-to-date (ytd) through
October 2017. The Kuwaiti currency had gained around
3 percent a year in the three years between 2014 and
2016. The dinar, which is pegged to a basket dominated
by the US dollar, has increased by 1.1 percent against
the US currency since the start of this year.

After rallying in late 2016 and early 2017, equities
were again boosted in 3Q17 after FTSE Russell
upgraded Kuwait’s market to emerging market status.
Recent catalysts also included interest by Omantel to
acquire a sizeable stake in Kuwait’s largest telecom
provider Zain. Boursa Kuwait’s value-weighted index
(IXW) soared by 9.1 percent in 3Q17. The index was
up 10.5 percent year-to-date through October.
Activity is also up in 2017, though the daily average
value of shares traded has eased from peaks in
January 2017. 

Kuwait economy continues to 
rebound from 2015 slowdown 

Non-oil GDP expected to see further recovery

KD 28bn worth 
of projects 

being awarded

VIVA to sponsor
‘Convergence to Kuwait’
conference 2017
KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and most developed tele-
com operator, announced its sponsorship for the “Convergence to
Kuwait” Regional Conference 2017 held by SAMENA
Telecommunications Council that will take place on December 4, 2017
at Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa. 

Eng Salman Bin Abdulaziz Al-Badran, VIVA’s CEO said: “Our par-
ticipation in Convergence to Kuwait 2017 is part of our key role in the
industry progress.  At VIVA, we have pledged to enrich the lives of
our customers through our innovative strategy and vision not only as a
technology leader, but also as a truly customer-centric company”. 

The objective of Convergence to Kuwait conference is to help col-
lectively realize that it is now crucial to take lead on important indus-
try and national matters and collaborate to allow the industry as well

as national economies to continually foster and benefit from innova-
tion across all fronts and facets of development. 

Convergence to Kuwait’s agenda focuses on Regulatory
Transformation for Fulfilling the Digital Agenda, Stakeholder
Preparation for the 5G World and Harmonizing Efforts in Terrestrial,
Satellite, Regulatory Co-operation, and Public Policy Considerations
for internet companies. 

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank KSCP
(AUB) announced that it has received the
best Digital Bank 2017 Award (amongst
Corporate/Institutional banks in the
Middle East) from the internationally
recognized, Global Finance magazine.
AUB’s latest accolade is a testament to
the Bank’s innovative digital capabilities
and ability to provide the best solutions
for its customers.  Ali AbdulRahim, Head
of Cash Management and B2B (Business
-to-Business) at AUB received the award
in a grand ceremony held in London on
the 2nd November.

Commenting on the award Hisham
Zaghloul, AUB’s Senior General Manager
Corporate Banking & Financial
Institutions stated, “As one of the leading
banks that continuously strives to pro-
vide advanced banking solutions to
enhance our offerings to the Bank’s
expanding client base, AUB’s latest

award is indicative of AUB’s pedigree in
banking innovation and technological
solutions that offer customers secure
and seamless business dealings.”

Richard Groves, AUB’s Chief
Executive Officer added “Technical
innovations are the cornerstone of our
operations’ continued success. There is
no doubt that our latest award from
Global Finance is a testament to our
efforts in further enhancing our digital
channels to cater to our corporate bank-
ing activities.   This will open more
avenues for us as we continue aligning
our digital banking services with our
customers’ evolving expectations”.

Groves highlighted that the Bank’s
ongoing commitment is to provide an
extensive range of banking products and
services that are convenient, sharia-
compliant and in line with best interna-
tional practices. 

Ahli United Bank wins 
‘Digital Bank of Distinction’
award from Global Finance

KFH adds 5 new 
innovative 
services on XTMs
KUWAIT: Group General Manager Retail
Banking at Kuwait Finance House (KFH),
Fadi Chalouhi said that the bank has
added 5 new innovative eservices on its
XTMs; the novel approach of banking
services the bank has recently launched
as part of its innovation efforts and keen-
ness to adopt the latest developments in
technology as per highest standards of
quality and security. 

The XTMs work as Mini-Branches with outstanding features and
are accessible to customers at Avenues mall and at Fyahaa branch.

Chalouhi added in a press release that the services are telex
transfer, installment payment of commercial transactions, request a
Cheque Book, paying installments and financial obligations to
AlManar Company, Ministry of Transportation, and the Public
Authority for Social Insurance. In addition, XTM offers several serv-
ices including opening deposits, balance enquiry, cheque deposits,
cash deposit, and account statement, instant transfer between
accounts, installment payment, opening savings accounts, not to
mention other services offered by KFH Shamel ATM machines.

Customers can perform banking transactions in a very modern way
using advanced tools through visual and audio communication
options; conference call with KFH staff who are always available and
ready to answer all customers’ questions.

Chalouhi indicated that KFH strategy focuses on offering the bank-
ing services round the clock to its customers. KFH continuously
improves its services while keeping abreast of latest banking technol-
ogy in order to meet the aspiration of its customers and maintain the
global pioneering position of the bank.

Fadi Chalouhi
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Wall Street embraces 
ever-volatile bitcoin 
NEW YORK: Bitcoin’s stratospheric rise this week
follows the digital currency’s embrace by main-
stream trading platforms and is seen by some in
finance as normal growing pains often experienced
by innovative technologies. After starting the year
at around $1,000, bitcoin, which first appeared in
2008, on Wednesday surged as high as $11,434
before promptly falling 15 percent. Near 1900
GMT Thursday, the virtual currency stood at
$9,839. Nasdaq is the latest major financial market
to reportedly plan to launch a bitcoin futures
exchange next year, although the exact timing is
unclear. The Chicago Mercantile Exchange and
the Chicago Board Options Exchange announced
plans to offer bitcoin trading in the next few
months.  Brokerage firm Cantor Fitzgerald also is
looking to begin trading bitcoin derivatives on an
exchange it owns.

“The asset class is not going away,” Cantor
Fitzgerald chief executive Shawn Matthews told
The Wall Street Journal.  The exchanges will trade
bitcoin derivatives, not the currency itself, including
futures, which set prices for a commodity or finan-
cial instrument at a future date. “The listing of bit-
coin products by derivative markets is a major indi-
rect endorsement that this thing is here to stay,”
said David Yermack, a finance professor at New
York University, adding that the markets will attract
new investors who bet that bitcoin will fall in value.

Yermack, who teaches a course on bitcoin and
cryptocurrencies, is closely watching the develop-
ment of blockchain, the underlying technology
behind bitcoin. —AFP

Al-Shall weekly economic report

KUWAIT: By the end of November 2017, the 8th
month of the current fiscal year 2017/2018 ended and
the average Kuwaiti oil price for the past part of the
current year scored $50.4 per barrel and for most of
November it scored $59.4 per barrel, up by $5.1 per
barrel, 9.4 percent, from October’s average price of
$54.3 per barrel. It is higher by $14.4 per barrel, 32
percent, than the new budget hypothetical price of
$45 per barrel. It is also higher by $9 per barrel than
the average price for the past part of the current fiscal
year. The last fiscal year 2016/2017 which ended on
March 31, 

2017 scored an average price for Kuwaiti oil by
$44.7 per barrel. The average price of oil for the past
part of the current fiscal year is higher by 12.8 percent
compared to the average price for past fiscal year but
it is lower by $ -20.6 per barrel compared to the pari-
ty price for the current budget at $71 per barrel,
according to the Ministry of Finance estimates after
deducting the 10 percent for the Future Generations
Fund. 

According to the monthly follow up report of the
State’s Financial Administration issued by the Ministry
of Finance for October 2017/2018, actual oil revenues
scored about KD 7.532 billion until the end of last
October. Kuwait is supposed to be achieving oil rev-
enue at KD 1.3 bil l ion in November. Therefore,
Kuwait’s total oil revenues would score an amount of
KD 13.6 billion for the entire fiscal year, which is high-
er by KD 1.9 billion than the budget estimate in the
amount of KD 11.7 billion. An additional amount of KD
808.4 million has been collected from non-oil rev-
enues for the same period and might reach KD 1.3 bil-
lion for the entire fiscal year. Therefore, projected
budget revenues would score KD 14.9 billion for the
current fiscal year. Comparing this figure with KD 19.9
billion for expenditures allocations, 2017/2018 budget
would face a hypothetical deficit at KD 5 billion. 

Assume 6.3 percent saving in total public expendi-
tures as in last fiscal year, actual expenditures would
drop to KD 18.6 billion, which is a mere estimate. If
this happens, public budget then would score a KD
3.5- KD 4 billion deficit. The Central Bank’s periodical

statistical bulletin (April to June 2017) which is pub-
lished on its web page provides some economic and
monetary indicators whose developments worth fol-
low up and documentation. The bulletin indicates that
balance of trade -exports minus imports- achieved
surplus in the second quarter of 2017 in the amount of
KD 1.472 billion, a drop by -9.4 percent from the sur-
plus of the first quarter of 2017. Kuwait’s exports dur-
ing this second quarter scored about KD 3.906 billion,
89.2 percent of which were oil exports. Value of its
commodity imports in Kuwait excluding the military-
scored about KD 2.433 billion, a drop by -4.2 percent
vis-‡-vis the first quarter. Kuwait’s balance of trade
surplus in the first quarter of this year scored KD
1.625 billion, i.e. the balance of trade surplus in the
f irst  half  of  this  year
scored an amount of
KD 3.097 billion, or KD
6.194 billion if calculat-
ed for the entire 2017
year. This surplus will
be higher by 33 percent
compared to what was
achieved in 2016 at KD
4.658 billion due to oil
price improvement. 

Consumers’ price
index during the second
quarter achieved posi-
tive growth by about 0.3
percent. Its average scored 112.1 (2013=100) rising
from an average of 111.8 in the first quarter of the cur-
rent year which is tolerable. This growth is attributable
to the dominance of the impact of rising prices of
commodities and miscellaneous services from an aver-
age of 100.6 to an average 103.4 (+2.8 percent). 

The bulletin indicates drop in the weighted interest
rates of balances on deposits from 1.632 percent in the
first quarter of 2017 to 1.606 percent in the second
quarter of this year, a quarterly drop rate by -1.6 per-
cent. The weighted interest rates of balances on loans
continued its rise from 4.583 percent to 4.714 percent,
2.9 percent quarterly growth rate, for the same period. 

Volume of private sector deposits at local banks
scored about KD 34.599 billion (KD 35.058 billion in
the end of 2017), a 1.3 percent quarterly drop rate.
Finally, local banks’ claims on private sectors rose to
KD 37.404 billion up from KD 36.922 billion in the
end of the first quarter of the current year, a quarterly
rise rate by 1.3 percent. 

Boursa Kuwait Performance 
Boursa Kuwait performance during November of

the current year was less active and achieved a drop
in the average value of daily trading by -22.9 percent
and it scored KD 15.6 million versus KD 20.2 million in
October. AlShall index dropped by -6.4 percent in one
month. Its highest reading scored 410.4 points and its

lowest reading during
November scored 372.6
points. This slowness
was common among
most of the GCC stock
markets due to their
sensitivity to geopoliti-
cal events. 

The weak perform-
ance during November
affected the three main
Boursa indexes;  Kuwait
15 index dropped by -
6.1 percent and closed
at 908.5 points (967.8

points in the end of October). The Boursa weighted
index closed at 398.8 points (419.9 points   in the end
of October) losing -5 percent. The price index scored
6,196.5 points (6,513.8 points in the end of October), a
drop by 4.9 percent. 

Traded value of shares (during 21 working days)
dropped to KD 327.6 million, $1.084 billion, KD 137.6
million decline, 29.6 percent below October’s level,
when the value scored KD 465.3 million, though it’s
higher by 27 percent of the liquidity in the same
month of 2016. The highest value scored in one day
during the month was KD 38.5 million on 07/11/2017
and the lowest trading value in The Banking sector

obtained the highest share from trading value -liquidi-
ty- which valued KD 148 million, 45.2 percent, of total
liquidity and the Financial Services sector came next
by KD 57.4 million, 17.5 percent, of total trading value.  

Market value of all listed companies -157 compa-
nies- scored KD 27.270 billion during November a
drop by -5 percent versus October 2017; it lost KD
1.446 billion of the investors’ therein which is reflected
by the drop in the weighted index. But when we com-
pare their value with that in the end of December
2016, we note they rose by KD 1.521 billion, 5.9 per-
cent. It is worth pointing out that number of gainers
vis-a-vis the end of 2016 was 79 companies (out of
157 common companies). 76 companies recorded
varying drops and only two companies retained its
value and did not change. After excluding the compa-
nies which increased/decreased their capital, “Al-
Madar Finance and Investment Co”, scored the high-
est rate in value (100.8 percent increase), followed by
“National Petroleum Services Company (NAPESCO)”
with (69.1 percent increase). 

“YIACO Medical Co.” scored the highest loss in its
value by -51.4 percent drop. “Burgan Wells Drilling”
came next in losses by 48.5 percent on its value. 7
sectors out of 12 ones rose and the Basic Materials
sector scored the highest rise by 29 percent. The
Industry sector scored the second highest rise at 22.5
percent and the Oil and Gas sector came third by 13.6
percent rise. On the other hand, the Consumer Goods
sector scored the highest drop at -38.1 percent. 

Weekly performance of Boursa Kuwait 
The performance of Boursa Kuwait for the last

week (4 working days due to the Prophet’s Birthday
Holiday) was mixed compared to the previous one,
where the traded value index, the traded volume
index, and the general index showed an increase, while
the number of transactions index showed a decrease,
AlShall Index (value weighted) closed at 384.5 points
at the closing of last Wednesday, showing an increase
of about 1.9 points or about 0.5 percent compared
with its level last week and it increased by 21.5 points
or about 5.9 percent compared with the end of 2016. 

Kuwait budget may project a 
hypothetical deficit of KD 5bn

Budget revenues could score KD 14.9bn on higher oil price

Non-oil 
revenues
increase

US stocks mostly 
recoup their losses 
after early slide
NEW YORK: Wall Street took investors on a turbulent
ride Friday as stock indexes veered into a steep slide that
knocked 350 points off the Dow Jones industrial average
before the market eventually clawed back most of its
losses. The market stumbled after former national securi-
ty adviser Michael Flynn pleaded guilty to lying to the
FBI and said he would cooperate with the probe into
Russian meddling in the US presidential election.

That raised concerns among traders that the White
House’s legislative agenda, including a tax overhaul
under debate in Congress, could be at risk. Those jitters
were allayed somewhat by early afternoon, when Senate
Republicans signaled they have enough votes to push
forward on the tax legislation.

“Once the Senate did announce that they had suffi-
cient votes to move forward, there was a respite and we
did come off the lower levels,” said Eric Wiegand, senior
portfolio manager for Private Wealth Management at US
Bank. The Standard & Poor’s 500 index fell 5.36 points,
or 0.2 percent, to 2,642.22. The index still ended the day
with its best week since mid-September. The Dow Jones
industrial average slid 40.76 points, or 0.2 percent, to
24,231.59. The Nasdaq composite lost 26.39 points, or
0.4 percent, to 6,847.59. The Russell 2000 index of
smaller-company stocks gave up 7.12 points, or 0.5 per-
cent, to 1,537.02.

The indexes, which hit record highs earlier this week,
had been little changed before Flynn’s plea deal was
announced. “The losses that we saw right when the Flynn
information came out - the market just hit an air pocket,”
said Phil Orlando, chief equity strategist at Federated
Investors.

In pleading guilty Friday to lying to the FBI about his
contacts with the Russian ambassador, Flynn admitted he

followed directions from a member of President Donald
Trump’s transition team. Special Counsel Robert Mueller
is examining possible coordination between Russia and
the Trump campaign to influence the outcome of the
2016 election. Flynn is the first official who worked in the
Trump White House to make a guilty plea in the investi-
gation. The news of Flynn’s plea came as investors were
keeping an eye on Washington, where Republicans
moved to make major changes to their proposed tax
overhaul package.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said after a
closed-door meeting of Republican senators that the
GOP had the votes to deliver the legislation, which is
expected to add $1 trillion to the nation’s deficit over 10
years. It would also slash the corporate tax rate, offer
more modest cuts for families and individuals and elimi-
nate several popular deductions.

“The tax bill, in our mind, is going through,” said
Orlando. “This Flynn situation, the Mueller investigation,
does not derail the tax reform, which we think is essen-
tially at hand.”

The technology sector, an investor favorite since the
beginning of the year, accounted for some of the biggest
losses Friday. Qorvo fell $2.37, or 3.1 percent, to $74.21.

Qualcomm declined 1.3 percent after Bloomberg
News reported that Broadcom, a rival chipmaker, won’t
make a new offer for the company until next year.
Qualcomm shed 85 cents to $65.49. Broadcom lost
$6.38, or 2.3 percent, to $271.56.

Several airlines traded lower as industrial stocks
declined. American Airlines Group fell $1.49, or 3 per-
cent, to $49, while Alaska Air Group gave up $2.26, or
3.3 percent, to $66.91. Ulta Beauty slid 4.1 percent after
the beauty products retailer issued a disappointing fore-
cast for the current quarter that overshadowed solid
third-quarter results. The stock dropped $9.13 to
$212.58. Investors welcomed news that Blue Apron
named a new CEO. The meal kit maker has struggled
since its initial public offering in June. The stock rose 24
cents, or 8 percent, to $3.23.

A pickup in crude oil priced helped lift energy stocks,
giving the sector the biggest gain in the S&P 500.

Oil and gas producer Apache Corp. also posted the
big gain among S&P 500 companies, climbing $2.39, or
5.7 percent, to $44.22. Benchmark US crude New York
rose 96 cents, or 1.7 percent, to settle at $58.36 a barrel.
Brent, the international standard, added $1.10, or 1.8
percent, to close at $63.73 a barrel. In other energy
futures trading, wholesale gasoline gained a penny to
$1.74 a gallon. Heating oil picked up 4 cents to $1.94 a
gallon. Natural gas gained 4 cents to $3.06 per 1,000
cubic feet.

Bond prices rose. The yield on the 10-year Treasury
fell to 2.36 percent from 2.41 percent late Thursday. The
dollar fell to 112.05 yen from 112.53 yen on Thursday. The
euro weakened to $1.1893 from $1.1896.

Gold added $5.60, or 0.4 percent, to $1,278.80 an
ounce. Silver dropped 9 cents to $16.30 an ounce.
Copper rose 3 cents to $3.07 a pound.

Major stock indexes in Europe closed lower.
Germany’s DAX fell 1.2 percent, while France’s CAC 40
fell 1 percent. The FTSE 100 index of leading British
shares lost 0.4 percent.

Indexes in Asia were mixed. Japan’s Nikkei 225 rose
0.4 percent. South Korea’s Kospi fell less than 0.1 per-
cent. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index slipped 0.4 percent.
Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 gained 0.3 percent. —AP

NEW YORK: In this file photo, a broker walks past
snowflake lighting decorating the facade of the
New York Stock Exchange. —AP



US world’s
biggest supplier
of heavy oil 
refining
byproduct
NEW DELHI: US oil refineries that are
unable to sell a dirty fuel waste product at
home are exporting vast quantities of it to
India instead.

Petroleum coke, the bottom-of-the-bar-
rel leftover from refining Canadian tar sands
crude and other heavy oils, is cheaper and
burns hotter than coal. But it also contains
more planet-warming carbon and far
more heart- and lung-damaging sul-
fur - a key reason few American
companies use it.

Refineries instead are sending it
around the world, especially to ener-
gy-hungry India, which last year got
almost a fourth of all the fuel-grade
“petcoke” the US shipped out, an
AP investigation found. In 2016, the
US sent more than 8 million metric
tons of petcoke to India. That’s
about 20 times more than in 2010,
and enough to fill the Empire State
Building eight times.

The petcoke being burned in countless
factories and plants is contributing to dan-
gerously filthy air in India, which already
has many of the world’s most polluted cities.

Delhi resident Satye Bir does not know
all the reasons Delhi’s air is so dirty, but he
says he feels both fury and resignation. “My
life is finished ... My lungs are finished,” said
the 63-year-old Bir, wheezing as he pulls an

asthma inhaler out of his pocket. “This is
how I survive. Otherwise, I can’t breathe.”

Laboratory tests on imported petcoke
used near New Delhi found it contained 17
times more sulfur than the limit set for coal,
and a staggering 1,380 times more than for
diesel, according to India’s court-appointed
Environmental Pollution Control Authority.
India’s own petcoke, produced domestical-
ly, adds to the pollution. Industry officials
say petcoke has been an important and
valuable fuel for decades, and its use recy-
cles a waste product. Health and environ-
mental advocates, though, say the US is
simply exporting an environmental problem.
The US is the world’s largest producer and
exporter of petcoke, federal and interna-
tional data show.

“We should not become the dust bin of
the rest of the world,” said Sunita Narain, a
member of the pollution authority who also
heads the Delhi-based Center for Science

and the Environment. “We certainly can’t
afford it; we’re choking to death already.”

Embracing tar sands
For more than a century, oil refining has

served as a lifeline in America’s industrial
heartland, where thousands of manufactur-
ing jobs have been lost in recent decades.

In gritty northwest Indiana, a sprawling

oil refinery and steel mills dominate the
Lake Michigan shoreline. Freight trains
chug through working-class neighbor-
hoods. And smokestacks and distillation
towers still symbolize opportunity.

Local officials and workers cheered
when the BP Whiting refinery invested $4.2
billion so it could process crude extracted
from tar sands in the boreal forest of
Alberta, Canada.

US refineries embraced tar sands oil and
other heavy crudes, when domestic oil pro-
duction was stagnant before the hydraulic
fracturing boom. Some of the biggest built
expensive units called cokers to process the
gunky crude into gasoline, diesel, ship fuel
and asphalt, which leaves huge amounts of
petroleum coke as waste. When BP
Whiting’s coker in Whiting, Indiana was fin-
ished in 2013, its petcoke output tripled, to
2.2 million tons a year. Petcoke traditionally
was used in the U.S. to make aluminum and

steel after its impurities were
removed. But when those mills
closed or moved to other countries,
the need for petcoke waned,
although some power plants still use
it. Other industries that had burned
petcoke did not want to invest in
costly upgrades to control higher
emissions of sulfur and other pollu-
tants or switched to cleaner and
cheaper natural gas.

The American Fuel and
Petrochemical Manufacturers, a
petroleum industry trade group,
released a statement to the AP say-

ing that cokers “allow the United States to
export petroleum coke to more than 30
countries to meet growing market demand.”

“Petroleum coke is used globally as a
cost-effective fuel, as well as an integral
component in manufacturing,” AFPM said.

But experts say it’s not market forces
that are driving US refiners to make this
waste product from heavy oil refining. The

refineries just need to get rid of it, and are
willing to discount it steeply - or even take
a loss - which helps drive the demand in
developing countries, experts said.

“It’s a commodity that defies explanation
(because) there’s not a financial market,”
said Stuart Ehrenreich, an oil industry ana-
lyst who once managed petcoke export ter-
minals for Koch Industries. “But at the end
of the day, the coke has got to move.”

So it’s usually priced cheaper than even
coal, sold around the world through a net-
work of businesses - from boat captains
and stevedores to buyers, brokers and mid-
dlemen - and sent on an epic, weeks-long
journey by rail, barge and ship. There are
fewer than a dozen big traders globally.

Among the largest are Oxbow Energy
Solutions and Koch Carbon, both led by
members of the politically conservative and
climate-skeptical Koch family. Neither they
nor a dozen US oil companies and traders
contacted by the AP would talk about pet-
coke. They cited past controversies over the
mountains of the waste stored at Midwest
refineries, or said they wanted to avoid
angering business partners.

In India, no factory managers would
allow AP access, and federal officials did
not respond to repeated requests for inter-
views. With the petcoke market volatile and
competitive, industry holds information
close, hoping to maintain an edge and make
a profit. —AP

KUWAIT: Boursa Kuwait ended last week
with mixed performance. The Price Index
closed at 6,196.50 points, down by 0.69
percent from the week before closing, the
Weighted Index increased by 0.70 percent
after closing at 398.78 points, whereas the
KSX-15 Index closed at 908.54 points up
by 0.25 percent. Furthermore, the week’s
average daily turnover increased by 7.39
percent, compared to the preceding week,
reaching KD 12.28 million, whereas trading
volume average was 64.16 million shares,
recording an increase of 14.11 percent.

The trading activity during the last week
revealed a mixed closing for the three
indices, amid a fluctuated performance,
whereas the Weighted and KSX-15 indices
were able to realize increases supported by
the purchasing operations that included
some leading and heavy stocks, while the
Price Index could not follow its peers, and
ended the week in the red zone affected by
the selling pressures that concentrated on
some small and idle stocks.

In addition, Boursa Kuwait recorded
during the last four sessions of last week
market gains of around KD 150 million, as
the market capitalization for the total listed
stocks in the regular market reached KD
26.67 billion, up by 0.56 percent compared
to its value in a week earlier, where it was
KD 26.52 billion.  On an annual level, the
market cap gains reached 4.98 percent
compared to its value at end of last year,
where it was KD 25.41 billion. 

The market initiated the first session of
the week with mixed gains to its three
indices, which came as a result to the pur-
chasing activity that included many listed
stocks, headed by the leading and opera-
tional ones and contributed in pushing the
market indices to end the session in the
green zone.  However, the second session

witnessed a drop in the three indices, espe-
cially the KSX-15 Index, which lost around
1 percent of its value by the end of the ses-
sion, due to the quick profit collection oper-
ations witnessed by the market during the
session, and were concentrated on the
heavy stocks.

Tuesday’s session witnessed mixed clos-
ings for the three indices, whereas the
Weighted and KSX-15 indices were able to
realize limited growth by the end of the
session, supported by the increases
recorded by some leading stocks, while the
Price Index went against the current and
ended the session in the losses zone; the
market witnessed such performance amid a
noticeable drop in the trading activity of
both the volume and the value, especially
the latter, which reached KD 6.35 million
only, its lowest level since about mid of last
June.   Also, the market indices continued
its fluctuation in the end of week session,
as the Price Index ended the session in the
red zone, adding by such to its losses on
the weekly level, while the Weighted and
KSX-15 indices continued its upward
direction, to end the session in the green
zone, enhancing by such its weekly gains to
a certain extent.

For the annual performance, the Price
Index ended last week recording 7.80 per-
cent annual gain compared to its closing in
2016, while the Weighted Index increased
by 4.92 percent, and the KSX-15 recorded
2.66 percent growth.

Sectors’ Indices
Six of Boursa Kuwait’s sectors ended last

week in the green zone, while other five
recorded decreases, whereas the Health
Care sector’s index closed with no change
from the week before. Last week’s highest
gainer was the Telecommunications sector,

achieving 2.67 percent growth rate as its
index closed at 547.08 points. Whereas, in
the second place, the Consumer Services
sector’s index closed at 919.51 points
recording 2.40 percent increase. The Oil &
Gas sector came in third as its index
achieved 1.49 percent growth, ending the
week at 941.47 points.

On the other hand, The Technology sec-
tor headed the losers list as its index
declined by 10.40 percent to end the
week’s activity at 498.90 points. The
Consumer Goods sector was second on the
losers’ list, which index declined by 4.71
percent, closing at 877.26 points, followed
by the Industrial sector, as its index closed
at 1,705.40 points at a loss of 2.98 per-
cent.The Basic Materials sector was the
least declining as its index closed at
1,236.57 points with a 0.61 percent
decrease. 

Sectors’ Activity
The Financial Services sector dominated

a total trade volume of around 93.45 million
shares changing hands during last week,
representing 36.41 percent of the total mar-
ket trading volume. The Banks sector was
second in terms of trading volume as the
sector’s traded shares were 27.84 percent
of last week’s total trading volume, with a
total of around 71.46 million shares. 

On the other hand, the Banks sector’s
stocks were the highest traded in terms of
value; with a turnover of around KD 24.20
million or 49.29 percent of last week’s total
market trading value. The Financial Services
sector took the second place as the sector’s
last week turnover was approx. KD 8.28
million representing 16.86 percent of the
total market trading value.  — Prepared by:
Studies & Research Department - Bayan
Investment Co.   
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Boursa Kuwait stocks come 
under selling pressure

Most sectors close mixed

Bayan Weekly Market Report

India largest
consumer of

dirty ‘petcoke’

NEW DELHI: Baburam sweeps domestically produced petroleum coke to be
transported onto trucks hired by local factories in Rampur about 210 kilo-
meters (130 miles) from New Delhi. The petcoke being burned in countless
factories and plants is contributing to dangerously filthy air in India, which
already has many of the world’s most polluted cities. —AP



Sunday, December 3, 2017

22
Te c h n o l o g y

Established 1961 

Snapchat seeks to 
attract more users 
by redesigning app
NEW YORK: Snapchat is separating what friends
share and what media organizations publish in an
attempt to appeal to a broader range of users. Users
will now see two separate feeds. Before, the visual-
messaging app was mixing posts from friends, pub-
lishers, celebrities and others, much the way Twitter,
Facebook and other rivals continue to do.

Snap Inc. CEO Evan Spiegel took a jab at rivals,
writing that social media “fueled ‘fake news’” because
of this content mixing. “After all, how many times have
you shared something you’ve never bothered to
read?” Spiegel wrote on Axios. Snapchat has not been
gaining enough users, especially beyond its core of
younger people. Instead, rival services have managed
to copy Snapchat’s most popular features and make
them available to a broader audience. 

This includes Stories, a way to show photo and
video snippets that disappear after 24 hours; Snapchat
pioneered it, while Facebook’s Instagram popularized
it. With growth stagnant, parent company Snap’s stock
is down sharply since its initial public offering earlier
this year. Snap hinted at changes three weeks ago, but
didn’t provide details then. Beyond separating feeds,
Snapchat will now order posts using a formula to try
to appeal to users’ likes, instead of listing them
chronologically. Facebook has long done that; Twitter
and Instagram followed more recently. —AP

Battery farm expected to help tackle power shortages

Musk’s record-breaking battery 
officially launches in Australia

ADELAIDE: The world’s biggest battery was officially
launched in Australia on Friday, a day after the Elon
Musk-driven project was powered up early to meet
demand amid a bout of hot weather, officials said.
Musk’s Tesla built the Powerpack system, which can
provide electricity for more than 30,000 homes, to
ease South Australia’s energy woes after the state was
hit with a total blackout in 2016 fol lowing an
“unprecedented” storm.

The maverick billionaire
earlier this year offered on
Twitter to build the battery
farm, and completed it last
week to narrowly beat his
self-imposed deadline of
having it ready in 100 days.
“South Australia is now
leading the world in dis-
patchable renewable ener-
gy, delivered to homes and
businesses 24/7,” state
Premier Jay Weatherill said
Friday at the launch to coincide with the first day of
summer. “This is history in the making.”

The 100 MW/129 MWh battery, located in the
rural town of Jamestown north of Adelaide and con-
nected to a wind farm operated by French energy firm
Neoen, was switched on a day early, just as tempera-
tures soar in the state. The Australian Energy Market
Operator (AEMO) said it delivered 70MW of stored
wind energy into the state’s market to meet peak

demand on Thursday. The battery farm is expected to
help tackle power shortages, reduce intermittencies
and address demands in summer, when most of the
country experiences its highest energy usage.

Model for the future
Tesla said it was hopeful the project would provide

a model for future deployments around the world,
adding in a statement Friday that its fast completion

“shows that a sustainable,
effective energy solution is
possible”. Neoen deputy
chief executive Romain
Desrousseaux said the
“ambitious” project-which
Musk estimated cost at
least US$50 million-would
bring the state to the fore-
front of global energy stor-
age technology.

Last summer, extreme
hot weather as well  as

storms saw blackouts hit some regions of Australia.
The AEMO is switching on closed gas-fired power
stations to provide extra power to Australia’s east
coast this season. Although Australia is one of the
world’s largest producers of coal and gas, the South
Australian blackout raised questions about its energy
security.

Several ageing coal-fired power plants have been
closed, while strong demand for gas exports and a rise

in onshore gas drilling bans have fuelled concerns of a
looming domestic energy shortage in the next few
years. Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull earlier this
year said a hydro-electric project in New South Wales
state, the Snowy Mountains Scheme, would be

expanded to provide electricity to 500,000 homes.
More than 60 percent of electricity generation in
Australia is from coal, with 14 percent from renew-
ables, according to government data published last
year.—AFP 

JAMESTOWN: This screen grab from an undated handout video from a drone shows the Tesla 100 MW/129
MWh Powerpack system by billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk in the rural town of Jamestown, 200km
north of Adelaide. —AFP

General Motors to 
launch self-driving 
vehicles in 2019
DETROIT: General Motors Co. expects to carry passen-
gers and deliver goods with self-driving vehicles in big
cities sometime in 2019, telling investors it’s moving quick-
ly and plans to be ahead of other automakers and tech
companies. The Detroit automaker made the announce-
ment at an investor presentation in San Francisco
Thursday, saying that based on its current rate of change,
it expects “commercial launch at scale” of the autonomous
vehicles within the next year or so. The vehicles would not
have a human backup driver, the company said.

Company executives didn’t say how many vehicles GM
would deploy or what cities they would be in, but they
were clear that the company plans to run ride-hailing and
delivery services and quickly make money off them - at
higher profit margins than it now makes from selling cars
and trucks. “This business is potentially bigger than our
current core business,” Chief Financial Officer Chuck
Stevens told the group.

GM said it is important to be first to get the self-driving
electric vehicles on the road so the rider experience can
be improved quickly and give the company a competitive
advantage. GM said there still was much more difficult
engineering work to do. And it’s not quite clear yet
whether the automaker will be first. Delphi, an automotive
supplier, has said it expects commercial vehicles to be
using its autonomous system in limited areas in 2019. 

Delphi recently bought autonomous software startup
NuTonomy and is also partnering with BMW AG, chip-
maker Intel Corp. and camera and visual recognition soft-
ware maker Mobileye. Google’s Waymo division is testing
self-driving minivans in Phoenix, carrying passengers
without a backup driver in the front seat. An employee in
the back will be able to stop the vehicle by pushing a but-
ton but won’t be able to steer the vehicle. Waymo plans to
announce a commercial service in the next few months.

Learning curve
German automaker Daimler AG has teamed up with

supplier Bosch to develop autonomous taxis by 2020. And

Ford plans to have a self-driving car available for ride-
hailing services by 2021. GM President Dan Ammann said
the first commercial use of EVs would be in ride-sharing.
He wouldn’t say if the service would involve ride-hailing
company Lyft, in which GM has invested $500 million.
More details, he said, would come closer to 2019.

GM’s Cruise Automation unit is testing autonomous
Chevrolet Bolt electric vehicles with human backup drivers
in San Francisco, Detroit and Phoenix, and has plans to
test in Manhattan next year. The automaker says it’s
focused on deploying self-driving vehicles safely, but it
also wants to beat rivals to market. Ammann said GM is in
the lead to deploy the vehicles in large numbers. Once
they’re on the road, the vehicles’ computers will constantly
learn and improve.

“Getting first onto that learning curve is pretty impor-
tant,” he said. GM estimated the total ride-sharing market
could reach $1.6 trillion once it hits 75 percent of all rides
in the US. Now it’s less than 1 percent. Ammann said GM
now makes about $30,000 per vehicle by selling them, but
said ride-hailing and delivery profits could rise to hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars per vehicle.

Because GM has software and sensor development, as
well as manufacturing, it can roll out autonomous vehicles
cheaper than competitors, the company said. Investors
apparently weren’t impressed by the presentation or had
already built autonomous vehicles into GM’s stock price.
After the afternoon presentation, shares of GM fell 1.8 per-
cent to close at $43.04 while the broader markets ended
higher.—AP

MICHIGAN: In this file photo, a self-driving Chevrolet Bolt EV that is in General Motors Co.’s autonomous vehicle
development program appears on display at GM’s Orion Assembly in Lake Orion, Michigan. —AP

Google’s phones
and other 
gadgets have had
a bumpy ride
SAN FRANCISCO: Google, which prides
itself on developing simple, intuitive soft-
ware that seems to know what you want
almost before you do, is finding itself in a
very different world when it comes to its
own phones and other gadgets. Its new
Pixel 2 phones, released in October, got
high marks for their camera and design - at
least until some users complained about
“burned in” afterimages on their screens, a
bluish tint, periodic clicking sounds and
occasionally unresponsive touch commands.

Then the company’s new Home Mini
smart speaker was caught always listening.
Finally, its wireless “Pixel Buds” headset
received savage reviews for a cheap look
and feel, mediocre sound quality, and being
difficult to set up and confusing to use. In
short, Google is re-learning an old adage in
the technology business: Hardware is hard.

Growing pains
Google quickly extended the warranty

on the Pixel 2 and tweaked software on the
devices and it’s Home Mini in an attempt to
fix the troublesome issues. (It hasn’t had
much to say about the Pixel Buds.) Still, the
problems served as a high-profile reminder
of the company’s inexperience in making
consumer electronics - a field where Apple
has a 40-year head start. But the company

insists that its problems are being blown out
of proportion.

“I believe, quite frankly, that Google has
a spotlight on it,” Rick Osterloh, the execu-
tive in charge of the company’s hardware
division, said in an interview with The
Associated Press. “Things that would nor-
mally be pretty minor issues are a bit ampli-
fied in today’s environment.” Of course,
Google has actively courted this spotlight.
In 2016, Osterloh took the stage at a prod-
uct event to tout the Pixel phone as “the
best of hardware and software, designed
and built by Google.” The company is also
currently running a major ad campaign to
draw attention to its gizmos for the holiday
shopping season.

“Being a software company is an entirely
different animal from being a hardware
company,” said technology analyst Jan
Dawson of Jackdaw Research. “The cultures
are very different and there are more mov-
ing parts in hardware, so you have to learn
along the way.” Google has to realize a “fail
fast” philosophy that worked well for free
software products doesn’t work as well for
smartphones that cost hundreds of dollars,
said analyst Ross Rubin of Reticle Research.
Software “can be more forgiving of that
development philosophy,” he said. “You
can’t do that with atoms. You risk some
backlash.”

Hardware full of Google
Google’s push into devices, which

includes its own Wi-Fi routers and an older
line of web-based notebook computers, has
become a key strategy for the internet giant.
It sees these gadgets as a way to ensure
services such as search, maps, Gmail, and its
voice-activated assistant remain prominent
as personal computing expands on mobile

devices and new smart gizmos in homes. All
those Google services are baked into
Android, which powers more than 2 billion
devices worldwide - but device makers such
as Samsung that use the free software also
can make adjustments to highlight their own
products instead. 

And Apple only uses Google’s search
engine as a built-in service on iPhones, and
that’s only because Google pays billions of
dollars annually for the access. The Pixel
phones and Home speakers also serve as a
showcase and data-collection tool for the
Google Assistant, its voice-activated digital
concierge. The virtual assistant is key to
Google’s artificial-intelligence efforts, aimed
at making computers that constantly learn

new things and eventually seem more
human than machine.

Slow start
The Pixels, however, got off to a slow

start. Google sold only 2.8 million of the
first-generation model, accounting for about
0.1 percent of the market, according to the
research firm International Data Corp. Such
a low sales volume makes it more difficult to
acquire the highest-quality components for
hardware, particularly when suppliers make
it a priority to meet the demands of market
leaders Apple and Samsung. Apple is
expected to sell between 230 million and
250 million iPhones during the fiscal year
ending in September. —AP

This is history 
in the making

SAN FRANCISCO: In this file photo, a woman holds up the Google Pixel 2
phone, left, next to the Pixel 2 XL phone at a Google event at the SFJAZZ
Center in San Francisco. —AP

Lewd comments cause
YouTube to pull 
videos of children
SAN FRANCISCO: YouTube pulled 150,000 videos of
children after lewd comments about them were posted by
viewers, as the Google-owned platform sought to reas-
sure advertisers their messages would be kept out of
compromising situations. The online video-sharing behe-
moth confirmed on Thursday that it deleted several hun-
dred accounts along with the thousands of videos that
were problematic.

The move came after a British newspaper reported that
ads for big-name brands were displayed alongside videos
of children or teens which, while innocent on their own,
drew viewer comments that seemed pedophile in nature.
Media reports indicate the situation made advertisers
skittish, with some halting YouTube advertising. US com-
puter maker HP said it stopped advertising on YouTube
due to concerns.

“We are deeply troubled to learn that one of our
advertisements was placed in a terrible and inappropri-
ate context,” an HP spokesperson said in response to an
AFP inquiry. Digital advertising dollars brought in by
Google are the revenue engine that powers all units of
parent-company Alphabet. Google said it has also
banned advertising on more than two million videos and
50,000 channels that were presented as family-friendly
content but weren’t. The California-based company also
said it blocked comments from being made for another
625,000 videos.

Worrying
YouTube said it has clear policies against videos or

comments that sexualize or exploit children, and that it
emphatically applies them when alerted to violations. “We
have recently reinforced our approach toward videos and
comments featuring children which, even if they are not
illegal, are still worrying,” a YouTube spokesperson said.
Google early this year endured a boycott motivated by
companies seeking assurances that their marketing mes-
sages wouldn’t be displayed along with hateful or outright
terrorist content, particularly videos on YouTube. —AFP



BUDAPEST: Shrieks of laughter by non-disabled and dis-
abled children having fun together at Hungarian play-
grounds are becoming more common thanks to some
determined parents turned innovative designers. “Disabled
kids have the right to play too,” says Eszter Harsanyi, 44,
one of the co-founders of MagikMe, a start-up designing
playground equipment. Her son Aron, seven, was born with
epilepsy and for years had to sit and watch his non-dis-
abled brother bounding through playground climbing
frames, or joshing in sandpits.

Now he too can join in at
some 30 playgrounds in
Budapest-and another 30
nationwide-that have installed
MagikMe equipment. “It helps
Aron a lot to mingle with able-
bodied peers,” Harsanyi said
as she helped him onto a funky
bright red modified see-saw
called the “Butterfly”. With
two extra legs for laying on,
and hand-grips and “wings”
along the sides to prevent falls,
children can climb out of
wheelchairs or be laid down to enjoy the ride without
needing a helper to hold them.

“It’s also safe for non-disabled babies who cannot sit
up yet,” Harsanyi says. Harsanyi and four other parents
with disabled children hatched the idea in 2013. “We were
frustrated that our kids-disabled and non-disabled-played
happily together at home but couldn’t at the playground,”
she says.

On a mission
After bringing a designer friend on board and setting

up a firm in 2014, a key part of the parents’ mission was
making the equipment cool for able-bodied kids too.
Another piece, an elevated sandbox called “Dune” allows
children to dig together standing up or laying down. Such
“inclusive” playgrounds can make society more tolerant in
the long-run, Harsanyi believes. 

“Playing together shows healthy children what it means
to be different, and how to talk, laugh, listen to, and even

touch disabled kids,” she
said. Another parent at the
playground, Arpad Koncz,
said he was “surprised and
saddened” to learn that most
playground equipment is
effectively off-limits to dis-
abled kids who cannot sit
unassisted. “The first time
my (non-disabled) child met
someone who is different
from her was here. It’s good
that they experience that
early in life,” he said. 

As well as designing new sensory and tactile equip-
ment, the firm plans to branch out to neighboring Austria
and Slovakia, and further afield, said Harsanyi. “Lack of
playground access for disabled kids is not a Hungarian
problem, but a global one,” she added. This Sunday is the
International Day of Disabled Persons, which aims to
promote understanding and awareness of disability
issues. —AFP
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‘Inclusive’ Hungary play
grounds for disabled kids

‘Disabled kids have the right to play too’

BUDAPEST: Aron, right, and his mother Eszter Harsanyi are pictured at a local playground in
Budapest. —AFP

Blood and fury:
Menstrual activism
sweeps the world
PARIS: The time for being coy about the time of the month may
be over. Women are starting to speak up about their periods in a
wave of “menstrual activism” which is being compared to the
“women’s liberation” movement of the 1960s. From emojis to
show they are menstruating to sharing pictures of blood-stained

sheets and pants on social media, a taboo that still blights the
lives of millions in the developing world is being challenged as
never before. With smartphone period tracker apps booming to
help women recognize the various stages of their cycle, activists
say they want to lift the embarrassment from “a subject that
should not be hidden”. “We need to talk about this. We want to
open a debate” about what is a normal bodily function, said Yvan
Savy, of Plan International, which launched a competition earlier
this year to find an emoji for a period.

A pair of knickers with two drops of blood won the contest-
while the British sanitary product maker Bodyform has also sub-
mitted six more “femojis” that deal with menstruation to
Unicode, the California body which decides new pictograms. The
rise of menstrual consciousness has also caught social media

platforms flatfooted. Instagram faced a furious revolt when it
removed two pictures posted by cult Canadian poet Rupi Kaur
showing small patches of menstrual blood on her pants and
sheets two years ago. Her 1.8 million followers applauded as
Kaur railed at the hypocrisy of “a misogynist society” that sexu-
alized women and would “have my body in underwear but (was)
not OK with a small leak.”

A counter to shaming 
Images of the American musician Kiran Gandhi bleeding as

she crossed the finishing line after she ran the London marathon
without a tampon also went viral, with many hailing her decision
a radical act to counter the “shaming”. While surveys show many
women in the West are still uncomfortable discussing the subject,

in India and large swathes of Africa prejudice and myths around
menstruation, as well as a lack of girl-friendly toilet facilities
keeps millions “away from school when they are having their
periods”, Savy said.

In Ethiopia, half of girls are forced to stay at home up to four
days a month, while in Uganda girls lose a fifth of their schooling,
according to Plan International. In Bangladesh, the group said
girls faced “widespread shame, silence and physical restrictions
during menstruation.” Neighboring Nepal banned an ancient
Hindu practice called chhaupadi in August that banishes women
from the home during menstruation. Many communities there
view menstruating women as impure and in some remote areas
they are forced to sleep in a hut away from home during their
periods. —AFP
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By Faten Omar

The Australian College of Kuwait (ACK) cele-
brated the graduation ceremony of its stu-
dents from various bachelor and diploma pro-

grams on Wednesday at Jumeirah Messilah Beach
Hotel under the patronage of Dr Mohammad
Abdulatif Mohammad Al-Fares, the Minister of
Education and the Minister of Higher Education.

In his opening remarks, Prof Dr Essam Zaabalawi,
President of ACK, said, “We are celebrating the
graduation of a new cohort of ACK students and
recognizing the efforts, commitment and the intellect
they brought to their work here in the College. As
they are leaving ACK to join their predecessors to
start their professional career or to pursue high edu-
cation, we congratulate them on their tremendous
achievement.” 

Zaabalawi hoped that the ACK has achieved its
goal and advised the graduate to look forward to a
productive life. “It is important to acknowledge the
ACK brand that has been developed and has flour-
ished to provide top education through the willpow-
er of the ACK family members including: The
trustees, administrators, faculty members, staff, stu-
dents and alumni. At ACK, our primary core value is
to enable ‘human potential’ within a culture of care,
and in conjunction with ACK’s vision to generate
human capital equipped with practical knowledge
and employability skills that contributes to the eco-

nomic development and welfare of Kuwait,” he said. 
“At ACK, we highly appreciate the essential con-

tribution made by each and every parent here
tonight. I assure you that we always listen to your
feedback and we continue to review and improve
our programs and practices so that your investment
in your sons and daughters. We are flourishing our
Corporate Training Center to provide more opportu-
nities for continuing learning to ACK alumni and to
wider community,” he added.

Zaabalawi extended the greetings and congratu-
lations of Mr Abdullah Al Sharhan, the Chairman of
the Board of Trustees wishing every one of a suc-
cessful endeavor. Mehran Jean Seraidarian, Diploma
of Civil Engineering Degree, in his thank you speech
said, “ACK has offered us a perfect learning environ-
ment and an experience that we can never forget; it
will always stay in our memories. Thank you ACK for
this great opportunity, we are proud for being your
graduates.”

ACK was established in 2004 to provide interna-
tionally recognized and accredited vocational edu-
cation and practical training to the business, engi-
neering and aviation sectors. Since then, ACK has
grown to become one of the leading educational
institutions in Kuwait, strongly contributing to the
employment sector and continuing to produce
knowledgeable, skilled and professional candidates
for Kuwait’s growing economy through its diploma
and degree programs.

ACK celebrates graduation ceremony

Prof Dr Essam Zaabalawi Mehran Jean Seraidarian

LOYAC’s Academy of performance Arts (LAPA) is cur-
rently preparing to hold its Festival of Arts and Dance
(FAD) from December 1 to 5, 2017 which will include all

forms of arts with emphasis on dancing. The festival will
include three daily programs including groups and individuals
dancing competitions and workshops by international speak-
ers and artists to be held at LOYAC’s headquarters. 

On December 5, 2017 LAPA will hold a gala to commemo-
rate the past four days of the festival. Various performances
from throughout the festivals competitions and activities held
from day 1 to day 4 will take place during this gala. The gala
will include performances from special guests, LAPA and oth-
er artists. All the winners of the competitions and activities
will be awarded at the gala.

The festival will also include coloring the backs of wheel-
chairs donated by the Advanced Technology Company (ATC)
as the products of a workshop made by artist, Amira
Bahbahani and participants in the ‘Unleash the Artist Within’
that was launched last October to express peace and love as
well as please patients donating chairs to the Amiri hospital
on the conclusion ceremony. 

LAPA to hold Festival 
of Arts and Dance

This winter,
Sheraton Hotels in
Kuwait invite you
for indoor dining 

The luxurious Sheraton Kuwait Hotel’s
restaurants at the Avenues Mall invite
you to spend a wonderful time during the

winter season. Enjoy indoor dining experience
in any of our restaurants from its prime location
in Grand Avenue - Avenues Mall. Like our
hotels unique heritage, each of our restaurants
have stories to tell.

Straight from Lebanon where the magic
begins, we have authentic Lebanese food, the
aroma of freshly baked saj bread with the best
hot and cold mezzas at the Le Tarbouche
Restaurant. Bukhara Restaurant presents
recipes from the ancient and exotic India,
where dishes are prepared with the finest
spices blending in the beauty of taste and smell,
bringing to life traditional Indian dishes includ-
ing the famous flavors of tandoori.

The majestic Shahrayar restaurant, offers
traditional Persian cuisine in an ornate setting,
where guests can sample exquisite cuisine,
most popular grills with hot flavored bread and
only the best traditional Persian cuisine that
that has been shaped by centuries of culinary
artistry.

Al Hambra restaurant offers you rich selec-
tion of Mediterranean and Oriental dishes. Our
international restaurant introduces; “Mini por-
tions sharing concept”, “Open live cooking
kitchen island” and the innovative “A La Carte
from the Tablet”.

The English Tea Lounge comes with the best
ambiance, the perfect place to experience the
finest English teas, snacks, sandwiches, hot
chocolate sandwiches, hot chocolate fondue,
fresh fruits and more in an atmosphere of
sophistication and opulence.
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00:10    Death Race 2050    
01:45    The 5th Wave    
03:40    Beyond Redemption    
05:15    The Darkest Hour    
06:50    Mission: Impossible - Rogue
Nation    
09:10    Taxi    
10:50    Beyond Redemption    
12:25    Independents’ Day    
14:00    Mission: Impossible - Rogue
Nation    
16:15    Frontera    
18:00    The Hunger Games: Mockingjay
Part II    
20:20    Terminator Genisys    
22:30    Everly    

00:15    Sugar Mountain    
02:10    Honeymoon From Hell    
03:50    10 Cloverfield Lane    
05:40    Dark Paradise    
07:20    Sugar Mountain    
09:15    Dark Paradise    
10:55    Honeymoon From Hell    
12:35    10 Cloverfield Lane    
14:25    Swept Under    
16:05    Edge Of Winter    
17:45    Fender Bender    
19:25    I.T.    
21:10    The Hallow    
22:55    One Hour Photo    00:25    Black
Beauty    

01:45    All She Wishes    
03:20    The Dog Lover    
05:05    Pirates Code: The Adventures Of
Mickey Matson    
06:40    Jem And The Holograms    
08:40    All She Wishes    
10:15    Robots    
11:50    The Dog Lover    
13:35    Coat Of Many Colors    
15:05    Scooby-Doo! And WWE: Curse Of
Speed Demon    
16:30    The Amazing Wizard Of Paws    
18:15    Little Loopers    
19:50    Alone For Christmas    
21:20    Coat Of Many Colors    
22:50    Scooby-Doo! And WWE: Curse Of
Speed Demon    

01:35    Bleed For This    
03:30    Gold    
05:35    Nine Lives    
07:05    Christine    
09:05    Alice Through The Looking Glass    
11:00    Letters From Mother Teresa    
13:00    A Quiet Passion    
15:05    Dragonheart: Battle For The
Heartfire    
16:50    Inferno    
18:55    Bridget Jones’s Baby    
21:00    Star Trek Beyond    
23:05    Underworld: Blood Wars   

01:30    We’re No Angels    
03:20    Hector And The Search For
Happiness    
05:20    Sneakers    
07:25    Men At Work    
09:05    My Bakery In Brooklyn    
10:45    The Bucket List    
12:25    Sneakers    
14:30    Men At Work    
16:10    Big Stone Gap    
17:55    Murder Of A Cat    
19:40    Cops And Robbersons    
21:15    Fatal Instinct    
22:50    Safe Men   

00:45    The Long Goodbye    
02:45    Match    
04:25    XV: Beyond The Tryline    
06:05    The Salesman    
08:10    The Inevitable Defeat Of Mister &
Pete    
10:05    Match    
11:45    The Salesman    
13:50    Jappeloup    
16:00    My Sister    
18:00    Things We Lost In The Fire    
20:00    Eyes Of An Angel    
21:40    A Little Chaos    
23:40    The Stanford Prison Experiment 

00:45    Emilie Jolie    
02:10    The Wheelers    
03:50    Beyond Beyond    
05:20    Victor And The Secret Of
Crocodile Mansion    
07:00    Amila’s Secret    
08:15    Ivan The Incredible    
09:45    Swan Princess: Royally
Undercover    
11:10    A Town Called Panic    
12:30    Emilie Jolie    
13:55    The Wheelers    
15:35    Frog Kingdom    
17:10    A Town Called Panic    
18:30    Rh+ The Vampire Of Seville    
20:00    The Happy Cricket    
21:30    Frog Kingdom    
23:05    Ivan The Incredible  

00:00    Trainwreck    
02:05    Dan In Real Life    
03:45    Baby Mama    
05:25    The Theory Of Everything    
07:30    The Finest Hours    
09:30    Janie Jones    
11:20    Dan In Real Life    
13:00    Man In The Moon    
14:45    Unbroken    
17:05    Janie Jones    
18:55    Calendar Girls    
20:45    Ouija    
22:20    When I Live My Life Over Again     

00:16    Internal Affairs    

02:07    Patriot Games    
04:00    Hollywood On Set    
07:40    Days Of Our Lives S12    
09:45    Shadowlands    
12:00    Days Of Our Lives S12    
12:45    Neighbours S1    
13:15    The Unauthorized Melrose Place
Story    
14:40    Britney Ever After    
16:10    Hollywood On Set    
16:40    Days Of Our Lives S12    
17:20    Neighbours S1    
17:50    I Killed My BFF: The Babysitter    
19:20    The Fifth Monkey    
21:00    Twilight    
22:35    Internal Affairs 

01:15    Krisha    
02:35    Driving Lessons    
04:15    Close Up With THR    
05:15    Good Vibrations    
07:00    Crazy About Tiffany’s    
08:30    Don’t Stop Believin: Everyman’s
Journey    
10:20    The Strongest Man    
12:00    Good Intentions    
13:30    Flex Is Kings    
15:00    Crazy About Tiffany’s    
16:30    Mumford & Sons - We Wrote This
Yesterday    
17:30    Don’t Stop Believin: Everyman’s
Journey    
19:30    Movie Talk Legends: Lauren
Bacall    
20:00    Movie Talk    
20:30    Discovering: Blondie    
21:00    Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries    
22:00    The Strongest Man    
23:40    Stutterer  

00:15    Mom    
00:40    Mom    
01:05    Suburgatory    
01:30    The Middle    
01:55    Better Late Than Never    
02:45    The Good Place    
03:10    Late Night With Seth Meyers    
04:00    The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon    
04:50    The Ellen DeGeneres Show    
05:40    Brothers    
06:05    Til Death    
06:30    The Goldbergs    
06:55    Imaginary Mary    
07:20    Late Night With Seth Meyers    
08:10    The Ellen DeGeneres Show    
09:00    The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon    
09:50    Kevin Can Wait    
10:15    Black-ish    
10:40    Less Than Perfect    
11:05    Til Death    
11:30    The Ellen DeGeneres Show    
12:20    The Goldbergs    
12:45    Imaginary Mary    
13:10    Mom    
13:35    Mom    
14:00    Suburgatory    
14:25    The Middle    
14:50    Less Than Perfect    
15:15    Kevin Can Wait    
15:40    Black-ish    
16:05    The Ellen DeGeneres Show    
17:00    The Goldbergs    
17:30    Imaginary Mary    
18:00    Mom    
18:30    Mom    
19:00    The Middle    
19:30    The Middle    
20:00    The Mayor    
20:30    Great News    
21:00    American Housewife    
21:30    The Mick    
22:00    Saturday Night Live    
23:25    Seinfeld    
23:50    Seinfeld    

00:45    Secret City    
01:40    Blindspot    
02:25    Emerald City    
03:20    The Night Shift    
04:10    APB    
05:00    24: Legacy    
06:00    Good Morning America - The
Weekend    
07:00    The View    
07:45    The Chew    
08:30    Blindspot    
09:20    The Night Shift    
10:10    APB    
11:00    The Art Of More    
11:45    Secret City    
12:40    The View    
13:20    The Chew    
14:00    APB    
15:00    24: Legacy    
16:00    Live Good Morning America - The
Weekend    
17:00    The Night Shift    
18:00    The Art Of More    
19:00    Frequency    
20:00    Famous In Love    
21:00    Feud    
22:00    The Catch    
23:00    The Art Of More    
23:50    Claws    

00:15    The Knick    
01:15    Citizen X    
03:00    The Brink    
03:30    Ballers    
04:05    Togetherness    
04:35    Curb Your Enthusiasm    
05:20    The Education Of Mohammad
Hussein    
06:05    HBO Documentary    
07:40    Angel Rodriguez    
09:15    Nightingale    
10:40    From The Earth To The Moon    
11:35    Miss Evers’ Boys    
13:40    The Enemy Within    
15:10    Vendetta    
17:05    The Offseason: Kevin Durant    
18:00    In Treatment    
18:35    Room 104    
19:10    Shots Fired    
20:05    Better Call Saul    
21:00    Queen Sugar    
22:05    Rock And A Hard Place    
23:30    State Of Play: Game Of Borders    

00:00    Emerald City    
01:00    The Art Of More    
01:50    Claws    

02:45    Secret City    
03:40    Blindspot    
04:25    Emerald City    
05:20    The Night Shift    
06:10    APB    
07:00    24: Legacy    
08:00    Good Morning America - The
Weekend    
09:00    The View    
09:45    The Chew    
10:30    Blindspot    
11:20    The Night Shift    
12:10    APB    
13:00    The Art Of More    
13:45    Secret City    
14:40    The View    
15:20    The Chew    
16:00    APB    
17:00    24: Legacy    
18:00    Good Morning America - The
Weekend    
19:00    The Night Shift    
20:00    The Art Of More    
21:00    Frequency    
22:00    Famous In Love    
23:00    Feud    

00:10    EastEnders    
00:40    Cold Feet    
01:35    Cold Feet    
02:25    The Good Karma Hospital    
03:10    The Collection    
04:05    Doctors    
04:35    EastEnders    
05:05    Death In Paradise    
06:00    EastEnders    
06:30    The Coroner    
07:20    New Tricks    
08:15    Doctor Who    
09:05    Doctors    
09:35    EastEnders    
10:05    The Coroner    
10:55    New Tricks    
11:50    Doctor Who    
12:40    Call The Midwife    
13:35    Doctors    
14:05    EastEnders    
14:40    The Coroner    
15:25    Doctor Who    
16:15    Call The Midwife    
17:10    New Tricks    
18:00    Doctors    
18:35    EastEnders    
19:05    The Coroner    
20:00    The Good Karma Hospital    
21:00    Doctor Foster    
22:00    Doctor Foster    
22:55    Doctors    
23:25    EastEnders    
23:55    The Good Karma Hospital    

00:30    The Daily Show - Global Edition    
00:55    Another Period    
01:20    Another Period    
01:45    Another Period    
02:10    The President Show    
03:00    The Daily Show - Global Edition    
03:25    Tosh.0    
03:50    Broad City    
04:15    Kroll Show    
04:40    Key And Peele    
05:05    Important Things With Demitri
Martin    
05:30    Impractical Jokers UK    
06:00    Disaster Date    
06:25    Ridiculousness Arabia    
06:50    Lip Sync Battle UK    
07:12    Lip Sync Battle UK    
07:35    I Live With Models    
08:00    Impractical Jokers UK    
08:30    Disaster Date    
08:55    Workaholics    
09:20    Kroll Show    
09:45    Key And Peele    
10:10    Important Things With Demitri
Martin    
10:35    I Live With Models    
11:00    Impractical Jokers UK    
11:30    Disaster Date    
11:55    Ridiculousness Arabia    
12:20    Impractical Jokers    
12:45    Lip Sync Battle UK    
13:07    Lip Sync Battle UK    
13:30    Important Things With Demitri
Martin    
13:55    Friends    
14:20    Friends    
14:45    Workaholics    
15:10    Key And Peele    
15:35    Kroll Show    
16:00    Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef    
16:30    Impractical Jokers    
16:55    Friends    
17:20    Friends    
17:45    Disaster Date    
18:10    Ridiculousness Arabia    
18:35    Lip Sync Battle UK    
19:00    Lip Sync Battle UK    
19:25    Impractical Jokers    
19:50    Real Husbands Of Hollywood    
20:12    Friends    
20:35    Friends    
21:00    The Daily Show With Trevor Noah    
21:30    Comedy Central Presents
Comedy 3alwagef    
22:00    Russell Howard’s Stand Up
Central    
22:25    The Half Hour    
22:50    The Half Hour    
23:15    Real Husbands Of Hollywood    
23:40    The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   

00:00    Caribbean Life    
00:30    Caribbean Life    
01:00    The High Low Project    
01:30    The High Low Project    
02:00    Tiny House, Big Living    
02:30    Tiny House, Big Living    
03:00    Beachfront Bargain Hunt    
03:30    Beachfront Bargain Hunt    
04:00    Caribbean Life    
04:30    Caribbean Life    
05:00    Caribbean Life    
05:30    Hawaii Life    
06:00    Extreme Homes    
07:00    House Hunters    
07:30    House Hunters    
08:00    House Hunters    
08:30    House Hunters    
09:00    Giada At Home    
09:30    Giada At Home    
10:00    Desperate Landscapes    
10:30    Desperate Landscapes    
11:00    Kitchen Cousins    
11:30    Kitchen Cousins    
12:00    Flea Market Flip    
12:30    Flea Market Flip    
13:00    Tiny House, Big Living    
13:30    Tiny House, Big Living    
14:00    House Hunters    
14:30    House Hunters    
15:00    Beachfront Bargain Hunt    
15:30    Beachfront Bargain Hunt    
16:00    The High Low Project    

16:30    The High Low Project    
17:00    Renovation Raiders    
18:00    Going Yard    
18:30    Going Yard    
19:00    Rescue My Renovation    
19:30    Rescue My Renovation    
20:00    Island Life    
20:30    Island Life    
21:00    Giada Entertains    
21:30    Giada Entertains    
22:00    House Hunters    
22:30    House Hunters    
23:00    Rachel Hunter’s Tour Of Beauty    
23:30    Rachel Hunter’s Tour Of Beauty 

00:00    Man Fire Food    
00:30    Man Fire Food    
01:00    Restaurant: Impossible    
02:00    Mystery Diners    
02:30    Mystery Diners    
03:00    Man Fire Food    
03:30    Man Fire Food    
04:00    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives    
04:30    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives    
05:00    Guy’s Grocery Games    
06:00    Roadtrip With G. Garvin    
06:25    Roadtrip With G. Garvin    
06:50    Man Fire Food    
07:15    Chopped    
08:05    Barefoot Contessa    
08:30    Barefoot Contessa    
08:55    The Pioneer Woman    
09:20    The Pioneer Woman    
09:50    Siba’s Table    
10:20    Siba’s Table    
10:50    Bake With Anna Olson    
11:20    Chopped    
12:10    Man Fire Food    
12:35    Man Fire Food    
13:05    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives    
13:30    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives    
14:00    Chopped    
15:00    Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics    
15:30    Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics    
16:00    The Pioneer Woman    
16:30    The Pioneer Woman    
17:00    Siba’s Table    
17:30    Siba’s Table    
18:00    Bake With Anna Olson    
18:30    Bake With Anna Olson    
19:00    Man Fire Food    
19:30    Man Fire Food    
20:00    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives    
20:30    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives    
21:00    Patti Labelle’s Place    
21:30    Patti Labelle’s Place    
22:00    Private Chef    
22:30    Private Chef    
23:00    Chopped    

00:45    Secrets In The Walls    
02:25    Cirque Du Freak: The Vampire’s
Assistant    
04:20    Stargate SG-1    
05:10    Stargate SG-1    
06:00    Smallville    
06:50    Smallville    
07:40    Face Off    
08:30    Face Off    
09:20    Stargate SG-1    
10:10    King Kong    
13:25    Warehouse 13    
14:20    Smallville    
15:10    Smallville    
16:00    Face Off    
16:50    Face Off    
17:40    Stargate SG-1    
18:30    Stargate SG-1    
19:20    Stargate SG-1    
20:10    Warehouse 13    
21:00    Face Off    
21:50    Face Off    
22:40    Looper    

00:00    Project Runway    
01:00    Project Runway    
02:00    Wedding Band    
03:00    Fashion Star    
04:00    The Fashion Fund    
05:00    Fashion Star    
06:00    The Fashion Fund    
07:00    Fashion Star    
08:00    Fashion Star    
09:00    MAFS: The First Year    
10:00    The Fashion Fund    
11:00    Fashion Star    
12:00    Cedar Cove    
13:00    Cedar Cove    
14:00    Cedar Cove    
15:00    MAFS: The First Year    
16:00    The Fashion Fund    
17:00    Fashion Star    
18:00    Three    
19:00    Three    
20:00    Cougar Town    
20:30    Cougar Town    
21:00    MAFS: The First Year    
22:00    The Fashion Fund    
23:00    Fashion Star    

00:20    Dr Christian Will See You Now    
01:05    Botched Up Bodies    
01:50    Promzillas    
02:35    Hair Goddess    
03:20    Sister Wives    
04:05    Toddlers & Tiaras: Coach Wars    
05:35    Say Yes To The Dress UK    
06:00    Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners    
06:45    7 Little Johnstons    
07:30    Sister Wives    
08:15    Outdaughtered: Busby Quints    
09:00    Cake Boss    
09:25    Little Miss Atlanta    
10:10    Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners    
10:55    My Kid’s Obsession    
11:40    Oprah: Where Are They Now?    
12:25    Super Soul Sunday    
13:10    Outdaughtered: Busby Quints    
13:55    Little Miss Atlanta    
14:40    Outdaughtered: Busby Quints    
15:25    Sweet 15: Quincea?era    
16:10    Love, Lust Or Run    
16:35    Cake Boss    
17:00    Outdaughtered: Busby Quints    
17:50    Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners    
18:50    Ultimate Shopper    
19:40    Say Yes To The Dress UK    
20:10    Cake Boss    
20:35    Cake Boss    
21:00    Meet The Putmans    
21:50    Hair Goddess    
22:40    Promzillas    
23:30    90 Day Fianc?: Happily Ever
After?    

00:50    Untamed & Uncut    
01:45    Going Ape    
02:13    Going Ape    
02:40    Orangutan Island    
03:08    Orangutan Island    
03:35    Orangutan Island    
04:00    Orangutan Island    
04:25    Orangutan Island    
04:50    Orangutan Island    
05:15    Dark Days In Monkey City    
05:39    Dark Days In Monkey City    
06:02    Preposterous Pets    
06:49    Preposterous Pets    
07:36    Escape To Chimp Eden    
08:00    Escape To Chimp Eden    
08:25    Deadly Islands    
09:15    Treehouse Masters    
10:10    Treehouse Masters    
11:05    Treehouse Masters    
12:00    Treehouse Masters    
12:55    Treehouse Masters    
13:50    Africa’s Trees Of Life    
14:45    Keeping Up With The Kruger    
15:40    Wildest Africa    
16:35    Orangutan Island    
17:03    Orangutan Island    
17:30    Dark Days In Monkey City    
17:58    Dark Days In Monkey City    
18:25    Going Ape    
18:53    Going Ape    
19:20    Monsters Inside Me    
20:15    River Monsters    
21:10    Glory Hounds    
22:05    Bahama Blue    
23:00    Wildest Indochina    
23:55    Untamed & Uncut    

00:00    Homicide Hunter    
01:00    Homicide Hunter    
02:00    My Haunted House    
03:00    My Ghost Story: Caught On
Camera    
04:00    Crimes That Shook Britain    
05:00    Homicide Hunter    
06:00    Homicide Hunter    
07:00    The First 48    
08:00    The First 48    
09:00    Crimes That Shook Australia    
10:00    It Takes A Killer    
10:30    It Takes A Killer    
11:00    It Takes A Killer    
11:30    It Takes A Killer    
12:00    Crimes That Shook Britain    
13:00    Crimes That Shook Britain    
14:00    Crimes That Shook Britain    
15:00    It Takes A Killer    
15:30    It Takes A Killer    
16:00    It Takes A Killer    
16:30    It Takes A Killer    
17:00    Homicide Hunter    
18:00    Cold Case Files    
19:00    Cold Case Files    
20:00    Homicide: Hours To Kill    
21:00    Homicide: Hours To Kill    
22:00    Homicide: Hours To Kill    
23:00    Jo Frost On Britain’s Killer Kids    

00:30    Dual Survival    
01:20    Dual Survival    
02:10    Risking It All    
03:00    Pick A Puppy    
03:25    Pick A Puppy    
03:50    Now That’s Funny    
04:40    Now That’s Funny    
05:30    Storm Chasers    
06:20    How It’s Made    
06:40    How It’s Made    
07:00    Storm Chasers    
07:50    Storm Chasers    
08:40    How It’s Made    
09:05    How It’s Made    
09:30    How It’s Made    
09:55    How It’s Made    
10:20    How It’s Made    
10:45    How It’s Made    
11:10    How It’s Made    
11:35    How It’s Made    
12:00    How It’s Made    
12:25    How It’s Made    
12:50    Now That’s Funny    
13:40    Now That’s Funny    
14:30    Now That’s Funny    
15:20    Now That’s Funny    
16:10    Now That’s Funny    
17:00    What Happened Next?    
17:25    What Happened Next?    
17:50    Kids Do The Craziest Things    
18:15    Kids Do The Craziest Things    
18:40    The Carbonaro Effect    
19:05    The Carbonaro Effect    
19:30    Breaking Magic    
19:55    Breaking Magic    
20:20    Breaking Magic    
20:45    Breaking Magic    
21:10    Breaking Magic    
21:35    Breaking Magic    
22:00    Bermuda Triangle Exposed    
22:50    Storm Chasers    
23:40    Storm Chasers    

00:50    Paranormal Lockdown With Nick
Groff    
01:45    Obsession: Dark Desires    
02:40    A Crime To Remember    
03:35    Obsession: Dark Desires    
04:30    Guilty Rich    
05:25    Killing Richard Glossip    
06:20    Six Degrees Of Murder    
07:10    Obsession: Dark Desires    
08:00    Young, Hot & Crooked    
08:25    Disappeared    
09:15    Disappeared    
10:10    Disappeared    
11:05    Disappeared    
12:00    Disappeared    
12:55    I Almost Got Away With It    
13:50    I Almost Got Away With It    
14:45    I Almost Got Away With It    
15:40    I Almost Got Away With It    
16:35    I Almost Got Away With It    
17:30    Suspicion    
18:25    Suspicion    
19:20    Suspicion    
20:15    Suspicion    
21:10    American Monster    
22:05    Adnan Syed: Innocent Or Guilty?    
23:00    Gone    

00:15    Street Customs 2008    
01:00    Fast N’ Loud    
01:45    Treasure Quest: Snake Island    
02:30    Street Customs 2008    
03:15    Fast N’ Loud    
04:00    Man vs Weird    
04:50    Boy To Man    

05:35    How Do They Do It?    
06:00    Gold Divers    
06:45    Street Outlaws    
07:30    Diesel Brothers    
08:15    Deadliest Catch    
09:00    Container Wars    
09:25    How Do They Do It?    
09:47    How Do They Do It?    
10:12    Alaska: The Last Frontier    
10:57    Dark Woods Justice    
11:42    Yukon Men    
12:25    How Do They Do It?    
12:48    Baggage Battles    
13:10    Alaska: The Last Frontier    
13:55    Deadliest Catch    
14:40    Gold Divers    
15:25    Diesel Brothers    
16:10    Street Outlaws    
17:00    How Do They Do It?    
17:25    How Do They Do It?    
17:50    Storage Hunters UK    
18:20    Container Wars    
18:50    Deadliest Catch    
19:40    How Do They Do It?    
20:10    How Do They Do It?    
20:35    How Do They Do It?    
21:00    Harley And The Davidsons    
21:50    Gold Rush    
22:40    What On Earth?    
23:30    Diesel Brothers    

00:00    Your Bleeped Up Brain    
01:00    After JFK: Johnson’s Battle For
Civil Rights    
02:00    Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence    
03:00    Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence    
03:50    Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence    
04:40    United Stuff Of America    
05:30    Ancient Aliens    
06:20    Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence    
07:10    Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate
Evidence    
08:00    Ancient Discoveries    
09:00    Ancient Discoveries    
10:00    Million Dollar Genius    
11:00    Million Dollar Genius    
12:00    Ancient Aliens    
13:00    Ancient Discoveries    
14:00    Ancient Discoveries    
15:00    Million Dollar Genius    
16:00    Million Dollar Genius    
17:00    Ancient Aliens    
18:00    In Search Of Aliens    
19:00    UFO Files    
20:00    Hoard Hunters    
21:00    How The States Got Their Shapes    
21:30    How The States Got Their Shapes    

22:00    Cowboys & Outlaws    
23:00    Ancient Top 10    
00:20    Counting Cars    
00:45    Counting Cars    
01:10    Ax Men    
02:00    Ax Men    
02:50    Big Easy Motors    
03:15    Big Easy Motors    
03:40    Counting Cars    
04:05    Counting Cars    
04:30    Ax Men    
05:20    Ax Men    
06:00    Ultimate Wheels    
06:50    American Pickers    
07:40    Counting Cars    
08:05    Counting Cars    
08:30    Pawn Stars    
08:55    Pawn Stars    
09:20    Aussie Pickers    
10:10    Ax Men    
11:00    Ultimate Wheels    
11:50    American Pickers    
12:40    Counting Cars    
13:05    Counting Cars    
13:30    Time Team    
14:20    Swamp People    
15:10    Alone    
16:00    American Pickers    
16:50    Counting Cars    
17:15    Counting Cars    
17:37    Swamp People    
18:30    Alone    
19:20    Mountain Men    
20:10    Pawn Stars    
20:35    Pawn Stars    
21:00    Storage Wars    

21:25    Storage Wars    
21:50    American Pickers Best Ofs    
22:40    Time Team    
23:30    Alone    
00:15    Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen    
00:45    A Is For Apple    
01:10    Rustic Adventures Italy    
01:40    Lyndey Milan - Taste Of Australia    
02:05    Lyndey Milan - Taste Of Australia    
02:35    Dog Whisperer    
03:30    Eat: The Story Of Food    
04:25    Sinful Sweets    
04:50    John Torode’s Malaysian
Adventure    
05:20    Croatia’s Finest    
05:45    Croatia’s Finest    
06:15    Dog Whisperer    
07:10    World’s Best Beaches    
08:05    Hotel India    
09:00    Cool Spaces    
09:55    David Rocco’s Dolce India    
10:20    Miguel’s Feasts    
10:50    Stepping Out    
11:15    What’s For Sale?    
11:45    The Food Files    
12:10    Angelo’s Outdoor Kitchen    
12:40    The Peninsula: The Making Of A
Gala    
13:35    Fearless Chef    
14:30    Maximum Foodie    
14:55    Stepping Out    
15:25    David Rocco’s Dolce Vita    
15:50    Miguel’s Feasts    
16:20    Sinful Sweets    
16:45    Eat Street    
17:15    Croatia’s Finest    
17:40    Croatia’s Finest    
18:10    The Wine Show    
19:05    David Rocco’s Dolce Vita    
19:30    Miguel’s Feasts    
20:00    Sinful Sweets    
20:30    Eat Street    
21:00    Croatia’s Finest    
21:30    Croatia’s Finest    
22:00    The Wine Show    
22:55    The Peninsula: The Making Of A
Gala    
23:50    Fearless Chef    

00:10    Disaster Earth    
01:00    Yukon Gold    
02:00    Cold Water Gold    
03:00    Live Free Or Die    
04:00    Startalk    
05:00    China Circus    
06:00    Taiwan: Tropic Of Extremes    
07:00    Facing...    
08:00    Planes That Changed The World    
09:00    Airport Security: Colombia 2.5    
10:00    Disaster Earth    
11:00    Disaster Earth    
12:00    Route Awakening    
12:30    Route Awakening    
13:00    Dog Whisperer    
14:00    Dog Whisperer    
15:00    Yukon Gold    
16:00    Cold Water Gold    
17:00    The Long Road Home    
17:50    No Man Left Behind    
19:00    Every Singaporean Son    
19:30    Every Singaporean Son    
20:00    Cold Water Gold    
20:50    The Long Road Home    
21:40    No Man Left Behind    
22:30    Every Singaporean Son    
22:55    Every Singaporean Son    
23:20    Bad Trip    

00:20    The Miracle Cheetah    
01:10    Dr Oakley: Yukon Vet    
02:00    Snakes In The City    
02:50    Zoo Confidential    
03:45    Deadly Instincts    
04:40    Prehistoric Predators    
05:35    Animal Outlaws    
06:30    Monster Fish    
07:25    Monster Fish    
08:20    Caught In The Act GPU
Reversions    
09:15    Zoo Confidential    
10:10    Wild Japan: Snow Monkeys    
11:05    Animals Gone Wild    
12:00    Freaks & Creeps    
12:55    Savage Kingdom: Uprising    
13:50    Deadly Instincts    
14:45    Snakes In The City    
15:40    Prehistoric Predators    
16:35    Make You Laugh Out Loud    
17:30    Monster Fish    
18:25    Nature’s Greatest Talents    
19:20    Snakes In The City    
20:10    Prehistoric Predators    
21:00    Make You Laugh Out Loud    
21:50    Monster Fish    
22:40    Nature’s Greatest Talents    
23:30    Freaks & Creeps    

00:40    Kings Of Construction    
01:30    Prototype This    
04:48    How Do They Do It?    
06:24    Food Factory USA    
08:00    How Do They Do It?    
08:26    Kings Of Construction    
09:14    Prototype This    
12:26    Mythbusters    
16:26    Food Factory USA    
18:26    How Do They Do It?    
20:30    Atari Codebreaker    
20:55    How Do They Do It?    
21:20    Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman    
22:10    Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman    
23:00    Atari Codebreaker    
23:25    How Do They Do It?    
23:50    Smash Lab    

05:00    Bali    
05:15    Chuck And Friends    
05:40    Om Nom Stories    
05:50    Kids Crafting    
05:55    Boj    
06:10    Lucky Fred    
06:25    Thomas And Friends    
06:40    Chirp    
06:55    My Little Pony    
07:20    Angelina Ballerina    
07:35    Sandra, The Fairytale Detective    
07:50    Playdate    
08:00    Barney And Friends    
08:30    64 Zoo Lane    
08:45    Transformers: Rescue Bots    
09:10    Om Nom Stories    
09:20    Kids Crafting    
09:25    Littlest Pet Shop    
09:50    Franny’s Feet    
10:15    Mouk    
10:30    Boj    
10:45    Kit ‘n’ Kate    
10:55    What’s The Big Idea?    
11:00    Chuck And Friends    
11:25    Bali    
11:40    My Little Pony    
12:05    Lucky Fred    
12:20    Thomas And Friends    
12:35    Angelina Ballerina    
12:50    Transformers: Rescue Bots    
13:15    Barney And Friends    
13:45    64 Zoo Lane    
14:00    Chirp    
14:15    What’s The Big Idea?    
14:25    Kit ‘n’ Kate    
14:30    Littlest Pet Shop    
14:55    Mouk    
15:10    My Little Pony    
15:35    Sandra, The Fairytale Detective    
15:50    Playdate    
16:00    Thomas And Friends    
16:15    Chuck And Friends    
16:40    Franny’s Feet    
17:05    64 Zoo Lane    
17:20    Barney And Friends    
17:50    Angelina Ballerina    
18:05    Lucky Fred    
18:20    Qumi Qumi    
18:35    Bali    
18:50    Chirp    
19:05    Kit ‘n’ Kate    
19:15    What’s The Big Idea?    
19:20    Transformers: Rescue Bots    
19:45    Mouk    
20:00    Boj    
20:15    Playdate    
20:25    Littlest Pet Shop    
20:50    Sandra, The Fairytale Detective    
21:05    Franny’s Feet    
21:30    Little Duck’s Dream   



=

You've got to free your mind for the rest to follow. You've
been putting up too many rules to govern your life, but now you might
find them more burdensome than helpful. If so, you need to examine
what's so important that caused you to build these real and imaginary
fences. You need to spread your wings, but first, you need to unlock
your cage.

You've got to drop the nice guy act -- there's a big differ-
ence between being nice and being kind. Nice people usually just try
to get everyone to like them. Kindness, on the other hand, is doing or
saying what is genuinely in the best interests of all parties involved,
even though it may not be the easiest route. You're nice when you
want to appease people, but when you're kind, you're true to yourself.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

=
Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1774 

ACROSS
1. Greenish-yellow pear.
5. A narrative song with a recurrent refrain.
11. A river in north central Switzerland that
runs northeast into the Rhine.
15. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising
solely the razorbill.
16. The state of existing and being localized
in space.
17. Small branch or division of a branch.
18. Clean or orderly.
19. Thigh of a hog (usually smoked).
20. The dressed skin of an animal (especial-
ly a large animal).
21. A member of an agricultural people in
southeastern India.
23. An attribute that fits a person for some-
thing.
25. A German machine gun.
27. Plaster used to coat outer walls and line
chimneys.
28. A metric unit of length equal to one
hundredth of a meter.
30. A unit of absorbed ionizing radiation
equal to 100 ergs per gram of irradiated
material.
31. In such a manner as could not be other-
wise.
32. Stable gear consisting of either of two
curved supports that are attached to the
collar of a draft horse and that hold the
traces.
34. Harsh or corrosive in tone.
37. The essential qualities or characteristics
by which something is recognized.
41. Squash bugs.
43. Chief port of Yemen.
45. A decree that prohibits something.
46. Strong liquor flavored with juniper
berries.
47. Having color or a certain color.
50. A wound made by cutting.
51. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly
aquatic eukaryotic organisms lacking true
stems and roots and leaves.
52. Used of milk and milk products from
which the cream has been removed.
53. (informal) Of the highest quality.
56. Predatory black-and-white toothed
whale with large dorsal fin.
58. A boat with a flat bottom for carrying
heavy loads (especially on canals).
60. 36th President of the United States.
62. (Roman Catholic) A diplomatic repre-
sentative of the Pope having ambassadorial
status.
70. Title for a civil or military leader (espe-
cially in Turkey).
71. Tropical American insectivorous bird
having a long sharp bill and iridescent
green or bronze plumage.
74. Engage or hire for work.
75. A caustic detergent useful for removing
grease.
76. An aperture or hole opening into a bod-
ily cavity.
77. On or toward the lee.
78. Brief episode in which the brain gets
insufficient blood supply.
79. Changed in order to improve or made
more fit for a particular purpose.
80. Two items of the same kind.

DOWN
1. A vigorous blow.
2. Evergreen trees and shrubs having oily
one-seeded fruits.
3. A large number or amount.

4. An antihypertensive (trade name
Catapres) that can be administered orally
or via transdermal patches.
5. A state of Uganda and site of a former
Bantu kingdom.
6. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.
7. A rye bread made with molasses or
brown sugar.
8. A spacecraft that carries astronauts from
the command module to the surface of the
moon and back.
9. (physics and chemistry) The smallest
component of an element having the chemi-
cal properties of the element.
10. Antibacterial (trade name Dynapen)
used to treat staphylococcal infections that
are resistant to penicillin.
11. (usually followed by `for') Extremely
desirous.
12. Inspiring awe or admiration or wonder.
13. A long narrow natural elevation or stria-
tion.
14. Eliminate from the body.
22. The cry made by sheep.
24. A family of Sino-Tibetan languages
spoken in southeastern Asia.
26. Of mental or physical states or experi-
ences.
29. Wildly disordered.
33. A large and imposing house.
35. West Indian tree having racemes of fra-
grant white flowers and yielding a durable
timber and resinous juice.
36. A material effigy that is worshipped as a
god.
38. A virtually extinct Caucasian language
spoken exclusively in Turkey.
39. The relative magnitudes of two quanti-
ties (usually expressed as a quotient).
40. Of or belonging to an enemy.
42. A radioactive element of the actinide
series.
44. Not far distant in time or space or
degree or circumstances.
48. Made known or openly avowed.
49. A bachelor's degree in science.
54. South American shrub having edible
greenish plumlike fruit.
55. On a ship, train, plane or other vehicle.
57. The elementary stages of any subject
(usually plural).
59. One thousand periods per second.
61. A holy war by Muslims against unbe-
lievers.
63. Large sweet juicy hybrid between tan-
gerine and grapefruit having a thick wrin-
kled skin.
64. An independent agency of the United
States government responsible for aviation
and spaceflight.
65. Expel, as of gases and odors.
66. Small European freshwater fish with a
slender bluish-green body.
67. Containing an unusual amount of grease
or oil.
68. The chief solid component of mam-
malian urine.
69. A small hard fruit.
72. An independent agency of the United
States government responsible for collect-
ing and coordinating intelligence and coun-
terintelligence activities abroad in the
national interest.
73. An abnormally large amount of this
fetoprotein in the fetus can signal an abnor-
mality of the neural tube (as spina bifida or
anencephaly).

Yesterday’s Solution

Thursday’s SolutionDaily SuDoku

Wordsearch Puzzle

Try making it up as you go along! Getting everyone to fol-
low a strict plan just closes off options, rather than helping you get to
the point. Shouldn't you enjoy the journey on your way to the destina-
tion? Loosen your grip and go with a more laid-back approach, espe-
cially when it comes to big plans. Serendipity can devise far more cre-
ative solutions than even you can!

Your financial worries should subside for a time when
you get wind of a surprising new development. It's a relief, of
course, but there might be a few extra complications, so err on the
side of caution and make contingency plans just in case. Don't act
on that Plan B unless you must, or you undermine the good fortune
that just landed in your lap. Just make sure it's safely tucked away
in case you need it.

Thursday’s Solution
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Some close friends are tussling -- and making your emo-
tions their arena! Walk away and refuse to let them target you with
their schemes, or just remind them that this doesn't concern you. They
need to settle this among themselves, and they also need to learn not
to involve you in their dramas. Don't let yourself be a captive audience.
Keep your eyes open and your chin up, and it's all over soon enough.

A seemingly innocuous encounter or unimportant feel-
ing could end up tying you in knots when it triggers an emotional
issue -- one with deep roots! Turn to someone close for assistance,
whether it's a friend, family member or trained professional. You
have to speak your mind to the person at fault, also, but it's a good
idea to check first with someone who can help you organize your
thoughts.

You might need a big crew to pull off this next scheme
of yours. Think big, but make sure you've got all the resources it
takes to get this enterprise off the ground. It'd be awful to make
these big plans only to have them fall flat due to lack of planning!
You may actually be better off taking inventory and then making
your plans from there.

You're quite sensitive and attuned to the needs of others.
Those are awesome traits, of course, but make sure that others
aren't taking advantage of your good-natured ways. Are you feeling
like someone relies a little too heavily on you? Listen carefully to
that feeling -- those alarm bells are going off for a reason, you
know. It may be time to speak up and set this person straight.

Someone needs your help, but they're far too proud and
delicate to come out and ask for it directly. You need to be a Good
Samaritan and do some behind-the-scenes work. Don't let them know
what you did any time soon. There may be a few people out there who
would try to take advantage of the situation. Act discreetly and swiftly
and things should go well for both of you.

Your earning potential and your love life are both powered
up -- and it's almost too much activity for you to handle! You're actual-
ly loving the frenetic pace and the endless opportunities for exploration
right now. Just make sure not to bite off more than you can chew, and
(most importantly), don't do anything just because it seems like the
thing to do. Pay attention to your instincts.

Your assertive instincts are telling you to make your move,
but your equally powerful insecurity has you doubting what you hear.
Heed what your heart and gut are telling you, especially if a sluggish
relationship or work project looks like it's heading south. Once it gets
an infusion of your special know-how, all should be well. Commit fully,
and it may show new signs of life that wipe out any doubt.

If you start to feel irritable, just take a deep breath (or
two, or ten) and tell yourself it's all temporary. When you acknowl-
edge that you're in a crabby mood, you shouldn't find yourself lash-
ing out at others who count on you. Things should soon take a turn
for the better and you ought to find yourself on the sunny side of
the street -- and not a moment too soon!



American Airlines 22087425 
22087426

Kuwait Airways 171
Jazeera Airways 177
Jet Airways 22924455
FlyDubai 22414400
Qatar Airways 22423888
KLM 22425747
Air Slovakia 22434940
Olympic Airways 22420002/9
Royal Jordanian 22418064/5/6
Reservation 22433388
British Airways 22425635

Air France 22430224
Emirates 22921555
Air India 22438184
Sri Lanka Airlines 22424444
Egypt Air 22421578
Swiss Air 22421516
Saudia 22426306
Middle East Airlines 22423073
Lufthansa 22422493
PIA 22421044
Alitalia 22414427
Balkan Airlines 22416474
Bangladesh Airlines 22452977/8

  

DAAYY:

      

ASTTAATTION

WExpected Weeather for the Next 24

  

4 Hours

  

WEADADA

4 DAAYYS FORECAST

AYY ATTE ATTHER
Temper

MAX.

  

ratures
Wind Direction Wind SpeedMIN.

  PRAAYYER TIMES
Fajr

Sunrise
Zuhr
Asr

Sunset
Isha ALLRAINFALOT

W

 KUWAYESTERDARECORDED AYY ATT WAAIT AIRPORT
MAX. Temp.  
MIN. Temp. 
MAX. RH 
MIN. RH 

MAX. Wiind
T TAL FA L IN 24 HR.

°C
°C
%
%
km/h
mm

Classifieds
Sunday, December 3, 2017

A I R L I N E S

Established 1961 

CHANGE OF NAME

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Sunday 3/12/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
JAI 572 Mumbai 00:05
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
KAC 504 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:50
KAC 102 London 00:50
PGT 858 Istanbul 00:55
THY 772 Istanbul 00:55
WAN 416 Beirut 01:05
RJA 642 Amman 01:05
UAE 853 Dubai 01:45
DLH 625 Bahrain 01:45
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
QTR 1086 Doha 02:20
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
JZR 125 Bahrain 02:35
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55
KKK 1268 Istanbul 02:55
KAC 414 Bangkok 03:05
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:50
JZR 555 Alexandria 03:55
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
KAC 382 Delhi 04:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 04:25
KAC 418 Manila 04:25
KAC 784 Jeddah 04:35
FDB 069 Dubai 04:55
JZR 609 Hyderabad 05:10
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:20
JZR 143 Doha 05:25
THY 770 Istanbul 05:25
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 05:30
KAC 332 Trivandrum 05:40
KAC 358 Kochi 05:40
KAC 344 Chennai 05:50
KAC 678 Dubai 06:00
KAC 302 Mumbai 06:10
QTR 8511 Doha 06:25
KAC 362 Colombo 06:25
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:30
WAN 342 Sohag 06:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:50
BAW 157 London 07:10
FEG 933 Sohag 07:30
FDB 053 Dubai 07:35
KAC 354 Bengaluru 07:35
WAN 332 Alexandria 08:00
KAC 384 Delhi 08:00
UAE 855 Dubai 08:35
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
QTR 1070 Doha 09:10
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:40
IRC 528 Ahwaz 10:00
MSC 415 Sohag 10:15
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
WAN 114 Bahrain 11:00
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
QTR 1074 Doha 11:20
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
WAN 134 Doha 11:45
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
KAC 614 Bahrain 12:10
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30
JZR 561 Sohag 12:45
FDB 075 Dubai 12:45
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
KAC 742 Dammam 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:15

KAC 792 Madinah 13:20
KAC 774 Riyadh 13:40
PAL 668 Manila 14:00
KAC 618 Doha 14:15
KAC 692 Muscat 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
QTR 1078 Doha 14:20
KAC 516 Tehran 14:20
KAC 672 Dubai 14:25
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:45
KAC 304 Mumbai 14:50
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:10
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
JZR 787 Riyadh 15:30
KAC 502 Beirut 15:30
KAC 562 Amman 15:30
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
FEG 937 Sohag 15:45
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
QTR 1072 Doha 15:55
ABY 127 Sharjah 16:00
KAC 118 New York 16:00
JZR 779 Jeddah 16:25
FDB 051 Dubai 16:40
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
KAC 542 Cairo 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 125 Bahrain 17:35
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:40
WAN 984 Tbilisi 17:50
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:10
JZR 177 Dubai 18:15
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
KAC 744 Dammam 19:10
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:20
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
RBG 555 Alexandria 19:25
KAC 156 Istanbul 19:30
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
JZR 483 Istanbul 19:40
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 616 Bahrain 19:55
KAC 104 London 20:00
KAC 620 Doha 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
KAC 166 Rome 20:20
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:45
QTR 1088 Doha 20:45
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:25
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:30
UAE 859 Dubai 21:35
KAC 676 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
WAN 116 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 564 Amman 22:00
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
JZR 241 Amman 22:40
JZR 185 Dubai 23:10
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:15
BBC 043 Dhaka 23:30
PIA 205 Lahore 23:40
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45

Departure Flights on Sunday 3/12/2017
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:30
MSC 406 Sohag 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:35
KAC 677 Dubai 01:00
JAI 571 Mumbai 01:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 01:30
JZR 142 Doha 01:45
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
THY 773 Istanbul 02:30
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:30
DLH 625 Frankfurt 02:45
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
UAE 854 Dubai 03:40
QTR 1087 Doha 03:40
KKK 1269 Istanbul 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
KAC 103 London 05:00
QTR 1077 Doha 05:30
FDB 070 Dubai 05:45
KAC 303 Mumbai 06:05
JZR 560 Sohag 06:25
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
RJA 643 Amman 07:05
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
QTR 8512 Doha 07:55
KAC 501 Beirut 08:00
KAC 171 Frankfurt 08:00
KAC 165 Rome 08:15
FEG 934 Sohag 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35
KAC 791 Madinah 08:35
KAC 787 Jeddah 08:40
KAC 691 Muscat 08:50
BAW 156 London 08:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 08:55
KAC 117 New York 09:00
KAC 561 Amman 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
KAC 101 London 09:45
KAC 741 Dammam 09:45
KAC 671 Dubai 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 10:00
KAC 515 Tehran 10:00
KAC 541 Cairo 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10
KAC 773 Riyadh 10:10
KAC 617 Doha 10:15
QTR 1071 Doha 10:20
KAC 155 Istanbul 10:25
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 10:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 10:30
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:40
JZ R778 Jeddah 10:40
IRC 529 Ahwaz 11:00
MSC 416 Sohag 11:15
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
WAN 953 Baku 12:00
SYR 342 Damascus 12:00
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:00
JZR 786 Riyadh 12:00
QTR 1075 Doha 12:30
VIZ 202 TQD 12:30
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
JZR 176 Dubai 13:40
FDB 076 Dubai 13:45

MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:15
JZR 124 Bahrain 14:30
KNE 382 15:00 M
KAC 673 Dubai 15:05
FDB 060 Dubai 15:10
GFA 222 15:25 M
KAC 785 Jeddah 15:25
QTR 1079 Doha 15:30
SV A501 Jeddah 15:45
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:45
KAC 775 Riyadh 15:50
KAC 743 Dammam 16:05
PAL 669 Manila 16:10
KAC 619 Doha 16:10
KAC 563 Amman 16:10
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:40
KAC 615 Bahrain 16:40
FEG 932 Alexandria 16:45
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
QTR 1073 Doha 17:15
KAC 503 Beirut 17:15
JZR 240 Amman 17:15
JZR 266 Beirut 17:15
KAC 283 Dhaka 17:30
FDB 052 Dubai 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
KAC 357 Kochi 17:45
KAC 361 Colombo 17:45
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
WAN 415 Beirut 18:00
KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
KAC 343 Chennai 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 538 Cairo 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:30
JZR 608 Hyderabad 18:40
KAC 381 Delhi 18:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:10
WAN 115 Bahrain 19:20
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 20:00
RBG 556 Alexandria 20:05
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 20:30
FDB 058 Dubai 20:35
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 20:40
KAC 301 Mumbai 20:50
KAC 353 Bengaluru 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20
KAC 1543 Cairo 21:20
DLH 624 Bahrain 21:30
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1089 Doha 22:00
KAC 411 Bangkok 22:05
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:05
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:10
KAC 203 Lahore 22:10
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 783 Jeddah 22:35
KAC 383 Delhi 22:40
UAE 860 Dubai 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20

I, Thankakumar
Thankappan Chellamma
S/o Thankappan, holder of
Indian Passport No.
L4906126 & Civil ID No.
274022801878 has
changed my name to
Sudheer Kumar
Thankappan hereinafter in
all my dealings and docu-
ments. (C 5365)
3-12-2017
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Julia Roberts tries to
avoid meeting her fans

he ‘Wonder’ actress has spent years in the public eye but
she still feels shy about one-on-one interactions with her
loyal supporters because she never knows what to say.
She told Hello! magazine: “I don’t hate it, but I try to

avoid it. “I don’t think I’m very good in that interaction. It’s always
been that way. “Maybe I’m more shy than I realized.” Meanwhile,
the ‘Pretty Woman’ star recently turned 50 and was delighted to
celebrate the milestone with her children, Hazel and Phinnaeus, 12,
and 10-year-old son Henry, as she was away with her husband
Daniel Moder and didn’t expect them to surprise her.  She said: “I
had a lovely surprise in the form of my three kids. My husband and
I were on a little trip in San Francisco and I was a little sad I wasn’t
with them for the day. “Then we turned into a shop - my husband
directed me in there - and I looked around and there they were.
“We had a gorgeous day, just the five of us.  “Being with my family,
that’s happiness for me. It doesn’t matter what we’re doing, as long
as we’re all together.” But Julia finds it annoying to be asked how
she feels about hitting the milestone. She said: “I gotta say, I’m not
sure that George Cooney would get the same question. Maybe I
should ask him. “But my birthday was a great celebration and I
enjoyed it very much.” 

T

he 38-year-old actor split from the ‘What’s Your
Number?’ actress five months ago, but there’s clearly
been no reconciliation during that time as he has now
legally terminated their eight-year marriage on the

grounds of irreconcilable differences.  According to the legal
documents, obtained by DailyMail.com, submitted at the
Superior Court Of Los Angeles, the pair are asking for joint
custody of their five-year-old son Jack and have assured the
judge that their property settlement is sorted. A source told
TMZ: “They have a prenup. [In mirroring divorce documents,]
they are both asking for joint custody of 5-year-old [son] Jack.
We’re told the property settlement agreement is almost com-
pletely worked out.” Fans were hoping that the estranged cou-
ple would get back together, but hearts shattered across the
world when Anna, 41, was spotted on a dinner date with her
new boyfriend, cinematographer, Michael Barrett back in

September. The pair met on the set of her new movie
‘Overboard’ and have so far showed no desire to hide their
new relationship from eagle-eyed fans and her ex-husband.
Anna split from Chris in August but she is adamant they are
still “great friends”. She said previously: “We’re great. He’s
amazing. We’re great friends and we always will be. He was so
kind to [write the foreword]. I decided to write a book about
my life experiences and when I started, I thought, ‘This will be
a great journey. This is a great idea. I know what I’m doing. I’m
40, I can write a book.’ [Then] it’s like, ‘No.  What was I think-
ing? This is a terrible idea.’ “But what I like to think is the take-
away [is] that a lot of our problems tend to be universal - the
idea of jealousy, loneliness, heartbreak. There’s a commonality
no matter what profession you’re in or where you live and
that’s something the podcast has taught me. We all have the
same stuff going on.” 

T

Chris Pratt has filed for divorce
from Anna Faris

he 20-year-old requested, and was granted, the legal documents on Friday (01.12.17)
which will keep Terry Daniel Quick at least 100 yards away from the star at all times,
after she claimed he had been stalking her both online and in person. In the docu-
ments, which were obtained by TMZ.com, Chloe alleges that Terry showed up at her

house in November to confront her, and on another occasion in the same month, he also
allegedly followed her and her boyfriend, Brooklyn Beckham, to a concert and a club. The
papers allege that on November 29, Terry followed Chloe from LAX to her home and tried to
gain access by ringing her doorbell, to which her brother answered, and she called 911. When
police arrived to arrest Terry, he reportedly told them he was engaged to Chloe. But alleged
behavior doesn’t just stop there though, as Terry is also believed to have bragged on social
media about following the ‘Carrie’ actress. According to the gossip site, Terry often refers to
Chloe as his wife and the “love of his life” in some of his posts on Twitter. In response to
Chloe’s filing, the judge has ordered that in addition to staying 100 yards away from the ‘Kick-
Ass’ star, Terry must also have no contact with her, her mother and her brother. Meanwhile,
Chloe recently rekindled her romance with aspiring photographer Brooklyn Beckham, 18, and
whilst they were apart for over a year, Chloe insisted it didn’t feel like any time had passed
when they got back together. She said: “I think we chose each other. It’s been years now off
and on and it’s just one of those things, you come back and it’s like no time spent away from
each other at all.”

T

Moretz granted restraining
order against stalker

he 29-year-old singer grew up in the country’s capital Bridgetown, and in honour of her
chart-topping and award-winning success, the street she lived on as a child has had its name
officially changed to Rihanna Drive. It was announced back in October that the street, which
was formerly known as Westbury New Road, would have its name changed in recognition of

the “local superstar”, but Thursday (30.11.17) marked the official opening of the renamed road.
Rihanna attended a special ceremony in Bridgetown for the occasion, and took to Instagram after-
wards to share a professional snap from the event, alongside a lengthy caption in which she credit-
ed her community with making her the woman she is.  She wrote: “a day my people and I will never
forget!  “all the lessons, running around barefoot, nosey neighbors, braiding hair on the step, play-
ing in the cemetery, walking to the beach, rum shop karaoke keeping the whole street awake til 4am
(“only the lonely” by Roy Orbison is playing in my head as I type this) , stealing Sammy pomegran-
ates from his tree, begging my mother to let me walk to Jan’s shop cause she had American snacks,
selling plastic/glass bottles to Peter so I could buy those American snacks, getting my hair hot
combed for Harvest at church, doing my homework on my front step while Miss Hyacinth yells “ya
gon get belly hurt from dat cold step” across from her veranda, watching iFE walk past with her
dreads dragging on the floor like a couture gown, all the times I thought Melissa came to hang out
with me, turns out she was dating my next door neighbor all along, rushing to do dishes when my
mother’s high heels start hitting the pavement as she gets off the bus from work......right here on this
street!” — Bangshowbiz

T

Rihanna thanks ‘community’
in her hometown 

Ruby Rose wants to do a

duet with Taylor Swift

he 31-year-old actress stars as Calamity in the forthcoming third
installment of ‘Pitch Perfect’ and she’s so impressed with her
vocals in the movie that she wants to persuade the ‘Everything
Has Changed’ hitmaker to collaborate with her one day. Speaking

to Australia’s Yahoo7!, she said: “Taylor if you’re watching this, which I’m
sure you are of course, you’ve got nothing else to do.  I think we should do
a duet, let’s do it. I love singing, and there’s so many opportunities in film
these days to do that and showcase that.  I don’t think I’ll be releasing a
Christmas album as I think the deadline has passed, but who knows next
year, maybe?” And the ‘Orange is the New Black’ star will certainly be
ready for the duet as her girlfriend The Veronicas singer Jessica Origliasso,
whom she’s been dating since November last year, has been teaching her
how to play the guitar. Jessica said recently: “I’ve been teaching her guitar.
She’s very good. She plays guitar in ‘Pitch Perfect 3’. I keep telling her she
has to come and play ‘In My Blood’ or ‘The Only High’ on guitar in a live
show with us. I’m waiting for the day when she runs on stage and surprises
me and starts playing guitar with us.” Ruby - who reunited with Jessica
when she starred in her music video for ‘On Your Side’ last year after split-
ting up in 2008 - previously admitted that whilst they have their “ups and
downs”, she believes their relationship is “wonderful”.

T

Noel Gallagher furious his

daughter has started smoking 
he ‘Holy Mountain’ singer - who has 17-year-old Anais with ex-
wife Meg Matthews, as well as sons Donovan, 10, and Sonny, sev-
en, with wife Sara MacDonald - doesn’t think the teenager will
cause him many problems as she gets older, but he’s unhappy

she’s already picked up a vice. However, his spouse pointed out he is in no
position to criticize Anais because of his own wild past. He said: “She is
cool, I’ve got to say. She’s got a very calm nature and doesn’t seem to take
things very seriously.  “I don’t detect any problems on the horizon,
although she has just started smoking and I wanted to pull her hair out.
“But as my wife said, ‘Oh really? What are you going to say? All she’s got
to do is Google your name’. And I’m like, ‘OK, fair enough.’ “ While Noel
enjoys playing football with his sons, he doesn’t think they’ll grow up to be
professional sports stars, though they already have a lot of talent in other
areas. The ‘Wonderwall’ hitmaker told OK! magazine: “I don’t think [they’ll
be professionals]. I play football with them every weekend, they enjoy it,
which is the main thing. “My eldest boy is, for his age, I think an incredible
artist. He’s left-handed, left-footed and got blue eyes like his dad, so he’s
special. There are only one in 10 of us in the world. So he’s got that artistic
thing. “My young lad is very, very determined. He doesn’t take s**t off
anyone, even at seven years old. “He could well be a comedian, he’s very
funny. I wonder where he gets that from...”

T

Stone doesn’t know where

she’ll live in the future 

he ‘Battle of the Sexes’ actress is currently living in New York,
and though she is enjoying her time in the Big Apple she is con-
templating relocating in the future because she wants to discover
new places within the city, although she has no idea where she’ll

make her permanent base. Speaking to Marie Claire magazine, she said:
“Right now, I’m renting a house [in New York while filming ‘Maniac’]. I
don’t know where I’m going to live for the rest of my life. That’s an inter-
esting conundrum. “I do love it. I’m looking to reinvigorate my relationship
with the city. I go to the same restaurants and pretty much stay in the
same two-block radius. “I work in different places a lot of the time and it
just makes me feel very comforted to be within the same two blocks.”
Emma plays tennis legend Billie Jean King in ‘Battle of the Sexes’, and she
has revealed she honed her skills on the court by spending months doing
basic training with the iconic sportswoman before they started shooting.
She explained: “Our tennis coach, Vince Spadea, who was also Steve’s
(Carrell, co-star) body double gave me tennis lessons every day once we
were actually into it. “But I met Billie Jean a couple of months before we
started shooting.  “We went to this court in New York and she realized no
one had ever really played catch with me or monitored my hand-eye coor-
dination.  “I turned into a human golden retriever, and she would just
throw the balls at me. We had to start simply. So that was what my tennis
lesson was like with her, it was playing catch.”

T



Global burger behemoth McDonald’s opened its first branch on
Saturday in the historic heart of communist Hanoi, a conserva-
tive city renowned for its traditional-and cheap-Vietnamese

staples beloved by food-obsessed locals.
Hungry customers lined up for Big Macs and Chicken McNuggets

at the Vietnamese capital’s first location overlooking the tree-lined
Hoan Kiem lake, in a city that draws millions of tourists annually to see
French-era colonial buildings and sample street-food favorites like
pho noodle soup and banh mi sandwiches. The restaurant is the first
outside of the southern commercial hub Ho Chi Minh City, where 16
branches have opened since McDonald’s first came to Vietnam in 2014
to much fanfare, especially among the rapidly-growing middle class
and American-obsessed youth. 

The global fast food chain received a similarly warm welcome in
Hanoi on Saturday, as hungry diners crammed into the two-storey
eatery for a first taste of the Golden Arches.   For 84-year-old Tran
Dinh Luyen, who fought against the US in the Vietnam War, the
restaurant was a sign of warming ties with a former enemy.

“I am happy that McDonald’s has opened a restaurant in Hanoi. It’s
a very famous American brand, so it shows how far US-Vietnam rela-
tions have come,” he said after mowing down on a Big Mac with his
daughter and granddaughter.  But not everyone agreed.  “It’s a rip-
off... this fast food is for kids only, it’s not good at all,” 90-year-old Ta
Xuan Huong said, espousing his love for traditional cuisine. 

Some curious tourists stopped to see what all the fuss was about,

perplexed that a brand ubiquitous in the West would draw so much
attention.   “It’s kind of random to see McDonald’s opening... it’s an
interesting cultural experience to see how important it is that the store
is opening here,” American Dan Moore said, after his wife remarked
she might not have expected to find one of the most salient symbols of
capitalism in the communist country. — AFP 
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Aset of ancient Angkorian gold jewelry was
returned to Cambodia yesterday with an elabo-
rate procession through the capital, decades

after the precious pieces were looted from a famed jun-
gle temple. The 10-piece set, which includes a crown,
earrings, armbands and a chest ornament, was stolen
from Cambodia’s Angkor Wat temple during the king-
dom’s civil war in the 1970s and was discovered in the
online catalogue of a London art dealer last year.

The items are thought to date back to the Khmer
Empire, a once-mighty dynasty that sprawled much of
modern-day Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam and Laos
between the ninth and 15th centuries. After the pieces
turned up in Britain, the Cambodian government lob-
bied for their return and with the help of specialists
spent more than a year inspecting the items to make
sure they were genuine.  Officials proudly welcomed
the jewelry back to the country yesterday as the items
were accompanied from the airport by hundreds of

people and flanked by security guards.
“This is a successful mission of all Cambodians,

including diplomats and
people who love the arts
and antiques. Everyone is
happy,” Chuch Phoeun,
secretary of state at
Cambodia’s Ministry of
Culture and Fine Arts,
told AFP.  He said they
are believed to have been
pillaged during Pol Pot’s
genocidal Khmer Rouge
regime, though the exact
date is not known.  

London’s Jonathan
Tucker Antonia Tozer
Asian Art dealership agreed in April to return the jewel-
ry, which was proudly displayed behind protective

glass Saturday and will now be appraised by experts in
Cambodia.  The pieces will soon be designated as

national heritage items,
and will join scores of
stolen artifacts that have
made their way back to
the country in recent
years-many that had
been on display in west-
ern museums or for sale
by dealers.

World’s mightiest
cities

The Hindu-Buddhist
Khmer Empire built
what were then some of

the world’s mightiest cities and temples, including the
famous Angkor Wat complex.  But decades of French

colonialism and civil war saw vast swathes of
Cambodia’s architectural and religious heritage looted
and sold overseas.  Last year, an American museum sent
a 10th-century sandstone sculpture of the Hindu god
Rama, still missing its head, arms and feet, back to
Cambodia after it was stolen in the 1970s.

In 2015 a statue of the Hindu monkey god Hanuman
which had been looted from the same temple as the
Rama torso was returned by the Cleveland Museum of
Art.  Two other 10th-century Khmer-era statues known
as the “Kneeling Attendants”, which had also been tak-
en from the same temple complex, were returned from
the United States in 2013. Yesterday, Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sen’s son Hun Many said it was an honor
to have the jewelry back on home soil. “As a
Cambodian, I am so proud to be part of this process to
bring our ancestors heritage back home,” Many, a law-
maker who helped to secure its return said. —AFP 

Looted Angkor jewelry returned to Cambodia

Pieces were
looted from a
famed jungle

temple

Cambodian employees carry a set of returned Angkorian-era gold jewelry on display during a proces-
sion to the National Museum upon its arrival in Phnom Penh. —  AFP photos A set of returned Angkorian-era gold jewelry is displayed to the public behind protective glass.

Throngs of tourists and revelers
packed midtown Manhattan on
a warm night and under tight

security to watch the annual lighting
of the Rockefeller Center Christmas
Tree. Democratic Mayor Bill de Blasio
flipped the switch just before 9 p.m.,
illuminating the 75-foot tall, 12-plus
ton Norway spruce decorated with
50,000 multicolored LED lights. “I
definitely think it’s going to get the
Christmas spirit going,” said Samantha
Fettner, a 33-year-old from Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, who had been
standing in the front with a group of
friends since early afternoon.

The 85th annual ceremony was tel-
evised by NBC and included live per-
formances by Brett Eldredge, Leslie
Odom Jr., Pentatonix, Train, Harry
Connick Jr, and the Radio City
Rockettes. Matt Lauer was set to co-
host the event, but the network
announced Wednesday that it had ter-
minated him for “inappropriate sexual
behavior” with a colleague. Lauer’s
co-host Savannah Guthrie made the

announcement at the top of
Wednesday’s “Today” show.

Karen Calistra, of Chester Springs,
Pennsylvania, said it was her first time
seeing the spectacle. “It’s something
new, something fun. It’s the stuff you
see in the movies,” said Calistra.
“We’ve always wanted to see the tree
lighting. It’s a magical time of year.”
When asked about Lauer’s absence,
the 67-year-old said she never really
cared for him. For most of his life,
Hendrik Edler, of Germany, has always
wanted to see the tree lighting. “We
came here just for the event. It’s a
dream since I was really young,” said
Edler, 39. This year’s festivities
brought added security measures fol-
lowing the Oct. 31 terror attack in
which a man drove a truck onto a bike
path near the World Trade Center,
killing eight people. The holiday tradi-
tion started in 1931. This year’s tree
came from State College,
Pennsylvania. After the holidays, it will
be milled into lumber for Habitat for
Humanity. —  AP 

Rockefeller Christmas tree
lighting attracts thousands

Pentatonix members, from left, Matt Sallee, Kirstin Maldonado and Scott Hoying rehearse
for the 85th annual Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree lighting ceremony. 

The Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree is lit during the 85th annual Rockefeller Center
Christmas Tree lighting ceremony on Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2017, in New York. — AP photos  

Performers beat drums during the opening ceremony of the first McDonald’s
fast food chain restaurant in the capital Hanoi. — AP photos 

Communist Hanoi gets its first McDonald’s

Naples’ art of pizza twirling is a candidate to join UNESCO’s list
of “intangible heritage” next week along with a wealth of other
cultural treasures such as Saudi Arabian wall painting and

Bangladeshi cane weaving. Meeting on the South Korean island of Jeju,
the UN cultural body’s World Heritage Committee will also consider
whether to give special support for heritage that is struggling to sur-
vive. Naples’ candidacy for pizza twirling has created a buzz in the
southern Italian city where the art has been handed down for genera-
tions-as well as around the world. Some two million people have joined
a petition of support of Naples’ application, according to Sergio
Miccu, head of the Association of Neapolitan Pizzaioli, who will be in
Jeju for the proceedings.

“We’re confident the vote will be favorable,” Miccu told AFP in
Rome, adding: “We’ll be giving out free pizza in the streets” if the age-
old culinary tradition joins the prestigious list. The custom goes far
beyond the pizzaiolo’s spectacular handling of the dough-hurling it into
the air in order to “oxygenate” it-to include songs and stories that have
turned pizza-making into a time-honored social ritual.

Thirty-four candidates are seeking to join the list of intangible her-
itage, which currently includes 365 traditions, art forms and practices
from Spain’s flamenco dancing to Indonesian batik, to more obscure
entries such as a Turkish oil wrestling festival and the Mongolian coax-
ing ritual for camels. Saudi Arabia wants to see Al-Qatt Al-Asin, elabo-
rate interior wall paintings traditionally done by women, inscribed on
the list this year. The art, which promotes solidarity among women, is
handed down through observation. For its part, Bangladesh has put for-
ward its tradition of Shital Pati, an intricate weaving craft using strips of
green cane to produce mats and bedspreads.  — AFP 

Naples pizza twirling seeks approval
as UNESCO’s ‘intangible heritage’

Unless you were doing drugs with the legendary American
country singer Townes Van Zandt in the early 1970s you are
unlikely to have encountered the gentle genius of Daniel

Antopolsky. The singer-songwriter, who has been dubbed the
“missing man of country music’s Outlaw Era”, disappeared off the
radar for four decades before resurfacing in rural France where he
has pulled together years of songs into his first-ever albums. And he
has released three in the last three years. 

The title song of the first, “Sweet Lovin’ Music”, was written in a
hotel room in Dallas in 1972 with Van Zandt as he finished the coun-
try classic, “Pancho and Lefty”, which went on to be covered by Bob
Dylan, Emmylou Harris, Willie Nelson, Merle Haggard and Steve
Earle. Sitting with his guitar surrounded by chickens on his small
organic farm near Bordeaux, Antopolsky remembers the day well.

“There was a big Christian gathering in the city so we stopped at
a hotel and each of us worked on our songs,” he told AFP. He sang
“Sweet Lovin’ Music” to Van Zandt, and his friend said, “It’s a beau-
tiful song. It would make a great title track for an album.” Nearly
half a century later that album was finally recorded in Nashville by
the Grammy-winning producer Gary Gold, who called Antopolsky
“a jewel in the rough... a missing piece of our musical culture”. At 69,
Antopolsky has no great plans to go back on the road especially
since he admits to “being afraid of singing in front of people”.

Saving Townes Van Zandt 
He put his dreams on hold after Van Zandt-a troubled genius

whose addictions would later catch up with him-overdosed on
heroin in front of him in Houston in 1972. The pair, who had been
on the road touring together for several months, had been drink-
ing and taking drugs and Antopolsky, then 24, panicked-afraid
that his friend was dying and that he would end up in jail. But he
managed to revive Van Zandt and get him to hospital where doc-
tors saved him.

That was the last time they saw each other. Antopolsky returned
to Georgia and Van Zandt died in 1997 when his heart finally gave
out after years of substance abuse. “My fear of needles saved me”
from a similar fate, Antopolsky told AFP. He fondly recalls their time
together, setting off on a madcap road trip to see Van Zandt’s horse
in Colorado after they met in a coffee shop in Georgia. They took in
Nashville, Atlanta and Texas as they zigzagged across the country,
playing to anyone who would listen. — AFP 

Country music’s ‘missing outlaw’
resurfaces in France

Naples’ candidacy for pizza twirling has created a buzz in the southern Italian
city where the art has been handed down for generations — as well as
around the world. — AFP 



Coco” is earning praise from
Mexican American audiences for its
portrayal of Mexican culture and

the holiday, “Day of the Dead.” The
Disney-Pixar animated production hauled
in an estimated $72.9 million over the five-
day weekend and features an almost
entirely Latino cast. It comes after
Disney’s “Moana” - a computer-animated
movie featuring a girl from a Polynesian
village - garnered mostly positive reaction
from Polynesian audiences in 2016. 

Both “Coco” and “Moana” used con-
sultants to make sure the films were cultur-
ally sensitive. Disney productions haven’t
always received praise for their portrayal
of ethnic minorities. In fact, some popular
films have been attacked for reinforcing
stereotypes or for simply being racist.
Here’s a look how ethnic minorities have
been portrayed in previous Disney pro-
ductions:

AFRICAN-AMERICANS
In Disney’s 1941 film “Dumbo,” the

leader of a pack of crows is named Jim
Crow. The poor and seemingly uneducated
crows use slang and black vernacular while
calling each other “brotha.” That portrayal
drew scrutiny for stereotypical depiction
of African-Americans. “I’d be done see’n
about everything, when I see an elephant
fly,” the jive-talking crows sing.

“Song of the South,” a 1946 Disney
musical about post-Civil War Georgia,
came under intense criticism from black
civil rights leaders for its depiction of
African-Americans. They said the Uncle
Remus collection of black folklore stories
was based on racial caricatures. The film
has not been released on home video in the
US. Disney CEO Robert Iger has previous-
ly said that the company had discussed
releasing the movie on home video but
decided against it.

NATIVE AMERICANS
The 1953 animated film “Peter Pan” fea-

tured the song “What Made the Red Man
Red” in reference to Native Americans. A
very red and obese American Indian with
two teeth is shown on screen while a peace
pipe is passed around. A group of Indians

dance among teepees while Peter Pan
wears a headdress. More than four
decades later, Disney released a film focus-
ing largely on myths surrounding
Pocahontas. The character tries to fight off
the assumptions from her white male friend
that she’s an “ignorant savage,” and the film

attempts to tackle the conflict between
Native Americans and white settlers. The
movie was criticized for over-sexualizing of
Pocahontas and for ignoring the true sacri-
fices she made to keep peace between her
tribe and whites. — AP  

Who is Tommy Wiseau? It’s a question that has
long befuddled and endlessly amused fans of
“The Room,” the infamously bad 2003 movie

Wiseau directed, self-financed and starred in. Where
did this billboard-self-promoting, Terminator-sunglass-
es-wearing Frozen Caveman Lawyer knockoff come
from? (He has claimed New Orleans but investigation -
and his accent - suggest Poland.) How old is he? (No
one knows but older than he has said.) And where did he
get his apparent wealth? (The movie cost $6 million to
make, partly because Wiseau insisted on shooting on
both 35mm film and digital.) It’s also a question that
James Franco’s “The Disaster Artist,” a comedy about
Wiseau and the making of “The Room,” has no interest
in answering. That’s because “The Disaster Artist” isn’t
really about Tommy Wiseau. It’s about James Franco. 

Cheesy filmmaking
A quick recap for the uninitiated. “The Room” ran for

two weeks in Los Angeles (Wiseau wanted it to qualify
for the Oscars) and was roundly panned as a singularly
terrible movie. But it found a “Rocky Horror Picture

Show”-sized cult, with sold-out midnight screenings
that continue to run.  Devotees thrilled to the movie’s
cheesy filmmaking, its strange, woeful imitation of
Tennessee Williams dialogue (“You’re tearing me apart,
Lisa!”), its bizarre narrative incongruities (one character
announces having cancer only for it never to be talked
of again) and its proliferation of spoons throughout
(which fans bring to throw at screenings).

Wiseau’s friend and co-star Greg Sestero later wrote
the 2013 book, with author Tom Bissell, titled “The
Disaster Artist” about the inept making of the movie -
framing the film as a nuttier version of classic Hollywood
tales like “Sunset Boulevard.” Franco, himself, reviewed
the book, concluding that Wiseau wasn’t just a punch-
line but was an outlandish version of every fumbling
aspirant to Hollywood.  “In so many ways, Tommy c’est
moi,” wrote Franco.

To be sure, “The Disaster Artist,” which is based on
Sestero and Bissell’s book, will appeal most to fans of
“The Room.” Much of it plays like a prequel. Our first,
immediately recognizable shot of Tommy (Franco with a
long, jet-black mane) is in silhouette, as if John Wayne is

making his entrance.  He and Sestero meet at acting
class, start reading lines together and are soon headed
to Los Angeles to make it big. I can’t say I ever found
“The Room” nearly so funny as others. Wiseau is far
from an outlier in having misbegotten, even demented
delusions of fame. He’s kind of a tragic figure, an immi-
grant trying to hide his past while making what he hopes
will be an “all-American” movie.

Loose jumble of recreations 
And large swaths of “The Disaster Artist” play off the

joke of a hapless goon trying to cast himself as James
Dean. As a movie about Wiseau, “The Disaster Artist”
isn’t very good. He remains a mystery throughout. Aside
from a spot-on, “SNL”-ready impression of Wiseau,
there’s just not much here besides a loose jumble of
recreations and allusions to “The Room.” (For a testa-
ment to the art of failure, see Tim Burton’s “Ed Wood.”)

Yet as a movie about James Franco, “The Disaster
Artist” is a smash hit. Franco populates the film with
friends and comedians, from Jason Mantzoukas to Seth
Rogen (also a producer). Franco’s brother, Dave, stars

alongside him as Sestero, making the homoerotic bro-
mance between the characters an outright lark. It’s not a
coincidence that the big-name producer Tommy awk-
wardly approaches at a restaurant (and performs
“Hamlet” to) is played by Judd Apatow, who gave Franco
his first break on “Freaks and Geeks” nearly two
decades ago.

The 39-year-old Franco, who has now directed some
18 movies, has long been drawn to all things meta, and,
on that score, “The Disaster Artist” is his piece de
resistance. There’s something joyful about the Franco
brothers playing a fun-house mirror version of their own
Hollywood arrival, and the film’s best scenes are with
Rogen’s production manager, aghast at Tommy’s incom-
petence. 

When Tommy introduces “The Room” at its pre-
miere, Franco might as well be speaking for himself.
“This my move and this my life,” he says. “OK. Be cool.”
“The Disaster Artist,” an A24 release, is rated R by the
Motion Picture Association of America for “language
throughout and some sexuality/nudity.” Running time:
105 minutes. Two and a half stars out of four.  — AP 
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In ‘Disaster Artist,’ Franco finds his masterpiece
Film Review 

The New York Film Critics Circle on
Thursday named “Lady Bird” best fea-
ture film and its star, Saoirse Ronan,

best actress, throwing its full support behind
Greta Gerwig’s comic drama about growing
up in Sacramento, Calif. The wins for “Lady
Bird,” announced on Twitter, add further
steam to the film’s growing Oscar chances.
“Lady Bird,” Gerwig’s first feature as a solo
director, also has the distinction of setting a
new record for perfection: It’s the most wide-
ly reviewed movie on Rotten Tomatoes to
receive 100-percent positive reviews.

Earlier in the week, “Lady Bird” also
scored honors at the Gotham Awards (for
Ronan) and from the National Board of
Review (for Gerwig and co-star Laurie
Metcalf). Ronan, 23, has now won best actress
from the New York critics twice, following
her 2015 win for “Brooklyn.”“The Florida
Project” - an A24 release like “Lady Bird” -
also fared well with the New York critics,
winning best director for Sean Baker and best
supporting actor for Willem Dafoe. The film
depicts the vibrant but hard lives of those liv-
ing at a low-budget Florida motel in the
shadow of Disney World.

Timothee Chalamet, the young star of the
tender coming-of-age tale “Call Me By Your
Name,” took best actor from the New York
critics. Chalamet, 21, is the youngest to
receive the NYFCC award. It’s his third award

of the week, following wins at the Gotham
Awards and the National Board of Review.
Another breakout star, Tiffany Haddish, took
supporting actress for the summer comedy
“Girls Trip.” The win could help propel
Haddish - who so far hasn’t been counted
among the category’s favorites - into further
awards contention this season.

Other winners included Paul Thomas
Anderson for his screenplay to “Phantom
Thread” and Jordan Peele’s horror hit “Get
Out” for best first film. “Mudbound” cine-
matographer Rachel Morrison became the
first woman to win the NYFCC’s best cine-
matography prize. Were her success to con-
tinue, Morrison would be the first woman
ever nominated for cinematography by the
Academy Awards. Best documentary went to
Agnes Varda and JR’s travelogue “Faces
Places.” Pixar’s “Coco” landed best animated
movie. And the foreign language film winner
was Robin Campillo’s “BPM (Beats Per
Minute),” a docudrama about an AIDS
activist in 1990s Paris.

The New York Film Critics Circle Awards
will be handed out January 3. The ceremony
will be dedicated to one of the group’s former
members, the critic Richard Schickel, who
died in February. The critics will also honor
the film writer Molly Haskell with an award
for career achievement. — AP 

‘Lady Bird’ named best picture
by New York Film Critics

A look at minorities in Disney productions 

This image released by A24 Films shows Saoirse Ronan, left, and
Lucas Hedges in a scene from “Lady Bird.” — AP In this June 23, 2010 file photo, Aladdin and Genie perform in “Aladdin - A Musical

Spectacular” at Disney’s California Adventure park in Anaheim. —AP photos 

In this March 21, 2007 file photo, the character Brer Rabbit, from the movie, “Song of
the South,” is depicted at the entrance to the Briar Patch gift shop near the Splash
Mountain ride in the Magic Kingdom at Walt Disney World.

When it comes to fandom, it’s reckoning time
for Matt Lauer, Garrison Keillor and scores
of other men accused of sexual wrongdo-

ing. Hero celebrities have fallen before - Bill Cosby’s
career ended after assault allegations in 2014 - but
never in the rapid succession that has rocked so many
worlds since revelations about Harvey Weinstein
exploded in October. Accusers of politicians, actors,
comedians, singers, producers, directors, other media
powerhouses and assorted business moguls have tak-
en the power and fans of the disgraced have largely
stood with the wronged.

But for some, giving up heroes isn’t easy. Savannah
Guthrie, in breaking the news Wednesday on NBC’s
“Today” show about Lauer’s firing over “inappropri-
ate sexual behavior” with a colleague, appeared to be
on the verge of tears. “How do you reconcile your
love for someone with the revelation that they have
behaved badly, and I don’t know the answer to that,”
she said. “But I do know that this reckoning that so
many organizations have been going through is

important, it’s long overdue and it must result in
workplaces where all women - all people - feel safe
and respected.” Paul Booth, an associate professor of
media and cinema studies in the College of
Communication at DePaul University in Chicago, said
some fans derive a piece of their identity from those
they admire. “Certainly to a lot of fans, fandom feels
like something that you almost don’t have control
over,  that what you’re a fan of is part of who you are
as a person,” he said.

In mourning 
On social media and around the dinner table, many

fans are in mourning. But in the Arizona border town
of Douglas, 37-year-old Nubia Romo isn’t ready to
dump Lauer. “Oh my goodness, I’ve woken up to the
‘Today’ show for years. It’s so, so, so sad. My mother
is really sad, too, but we don’t have his side of the sto-
ry,” said Romo, who is studying to become a real
estate agent. Booth’s academic focus includes fan
mentality, along with the social media hive mind.

While Romo said she was shocked that Lauer would
be accused, hardcore fans, including those of Lauer
but also of Louis CK and Kevin Spacey, may have had

an inkling of rumored transgressions beforehand,
choosing in the past to let the negative slide until alle-
gations were pushed into full view, he said. — AP 

Post-Weinstein, Lauer: A reckoning for fans of fallen heroes

NBC shows Matt Lauer on the set of the “Today” show in
New York. — AP photos 

In this Oct 27, 2017 file photo, Kevin Spacey presents the
award for excellence in television at the BAFTA Los Angeles
Britannia Awards in Beverly Hills. 



U2 has rarely been accused of lack of ambition,
from record-breaking tours to headline-grab-
bing human rights campaigns, yet after four

decades together the band inevitably has wondered
how to move forward.

If 2017 has been chaotic for the world, the year has
given fresh relevance to U2. The group’s first album in
three years, “Songs of
Experience,” sees Bono
and Company returning
to U2’s founding faith in
rock as a means of inspi-
ration, at a historical
moment when many lis-
teners may be better dis-
posed to activism than
cynicism. President
Donald Trump’s shadow
hovers over much of the
album, which came out
on Friday after a delay of
a year, which U2 said it
needed to fine-tune its message after the right-wing
tycoon’s shock election victory.

“Don’t take it lying down / You got to bite back /
The face of Liberty’s starting to crack,” Bono sings on
“Get Out of Your Own Way.” On “American Soul,” the
Irishman longs for the United States as an ideal higher
than a messy, divided nation, singing: “It’s not a place
/ This country to me is a thought that offers grace /
For every welcome that is sought.” Kendrick Lamar,
one of the most venerated voices of hip-hop, brings
together the two tracks as he flips around the words
of the Gospel of Matthew to ironize: “Blessed are the
bullies / For one day they will have to stand up to
themselves.”

Flashes of early U2 
“Songs of Experience,” U2’s 14th studio album, is a

companion of sorts to the group’s last album, 2014’s
“Songs of Innocence,” the juxtaposed concepts in the
titles an allusion to a poetry collection of William Blake.
“Songs of Experience” maintains the confessional
approach of the previous album, with Bono, when not

taking up the state of
the world, reminiscing
about his life’s 57 years
from his gratitude for
support early in his
career to his enduring
love for his wife.

But if “Songs of
Innocence” saw U2
half-heartedly adopting
the lighter pop-rock
style of bands whom the
Dubliners once inspired,
“Songs of Experience”
carries flashes of U2’s

earlier passion, even if few tracks seem destined to join
the band’s classics.

“The Blackout,” the first song released off the album,
brings the energy of 1980s U2 with Adam Clayton’s
bass line pounding the way for The Edge’s heavily dis-
torted guitar. “The Little Things That Give You Away”
and “13 (There is a Light)” show anew U2’s knack for
the understated, with The Edge comfortably in the
background, while the band stopping short at a return
to full-effect ballads.

No more free album 
U2 also steered clear of the most memorable feature

of “Songs of Innocence” — its much maligned format,

as a free release on iTunes. Apple sent out “Songs of
Innocence” to iTunes’ half-billion users as part of a
promotion, delighting some fans but triggering a flurry
of complaints that the band was presumptious in
believing the whole world wanted to listen.

Bono still has no shortage of detractors. Weeks
before the album’s release, the longtime advocate for
international development was among wealthy figures
named in the leak of the so-called Paradise Papers
showing how he parked money overseas to avoid tax.

There is no indication Bono did anything illegal and he
welcomed the transparency. Still, he may find embar-
rassing, even out-of-context, his line on “Red Flag Day”
off the new album, “Paradise is a place you can see
when it’s yours.” But “Songs of Experience” shows U2
thinking large, opening with an unusually futuristic
meditation for a band so focused on problems on Earth.
Bono, at once reflective and triumphant, sings: “So
many stars / So many ways of seeing / Hey, this is no
time not to be alive.” — AFP 

U2 returns to relevance with sloganeering rock
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Fe a t u r e s

Needed to
fine-tune its

message

Irish rock band U2, Bono (2R), The Edge (R), Adam Clayton (L) and Larry Mullen Jr (2L), accept the global icon award
during the 2017 MTV Europe Music Awards (EMA) at Wembley Arena in London on November 12, 2017. — AFP  

One of the most successful comic book characters
in history, Spiderman, nearly didn’t get off the
ground, 94-year-old creator Stan Lee admitted

on Thursday. Lee told reporters in Tokyo he came up
with the idea while watching a fly climb a wall and want-
ed to create a superhero with the same abilities.
“Somehow calling him ‘flyman’ didn’t sound dramatic
enough. What else could he be? Mosquito man? Then I
said: Spiderman. And it sounded so dramatic,” said Lee.

Lee decided to make his new creation a teenager and
give him “many personal problems”. “He won’t have
enough money, he lives with his aunt who is ill and needs
medicine and he has to take care of her. And he’s also got
to fight the bad guys,” he said. He took the idea to his
publisher who said: “Stan, that is the worst idea I have
ever heard.” Superheroes have to be adults and cannot
have any problems — that’s why they are superheroes,
said his boss. And another thing: “People hate spiders so
you can’t call a hero Spiderman!” 

Lee was nevertheless allowed to slip a Spiderman sto-
ry into the last edition of a book and it became an instant
hit. “Just for fun, to get it out of my system, I put
Spiderman in that last edition and forgot about it,” he
said. “A month later, after all the sales figures were in, my
boss came running into my office and said: ‘Remember
that character Spiderman we both liked so much, let’s
make him a regular feature’.” “And that’s how Spidey was
born,” said Lee to applause and laughter. The energetic
94-year-old, who admitted to driving around the streets
of Tokyo in a “Super Mario” drag car late the previous
evening, was asked how he kept so active. “Being busy is
the best medicine there is. As long as you’re not busy

being a villain,” he said. As for how he came up with the
idea of Spiderman, the answer was simple: “I’m very
lucky. I’m brilliant.” Lee was in Japan to promote the sec-
ond edition of the Tokyo Comic Convention that opens
on Friday. —AFP 

Stranger Things fans, rejoice: more adventures in
the Upside Down are on the way. Netflix said
Friday it had renewed its hit 1980s-set nostalgic

supernatural drama, which has won critical acclaim
and instant fame for its cast of young stars. “Should
we make another season of Stranger Things?” the
subscription-only streaming giant teased with an
interactive poll on Twitter before adding: “season 3 is
officially happening!!!”

No date was given for the season three premiere.
According to Nielsen, around 15.8 million viewers
tuned in to watch the first episode of the show’s sec-

ond season within the first three days of its October
27 launch. Netflix does not release information about
viewership. But those numbers would make “Stranger
Things” one of the most popular television shows in
the United States, not far behind AMC’s hit show
“The Walking Dead.” “Stranger Things” tells the sto-
ry of a group of young friends living in a small town
in Indiana in the 1980s-and the odd happenings that
threaten them all. It premiered in July 2016 and won
five primetime Emmy Awards in 2017. It had earned a
whopping 18 nominations, including one for 13-year-
old breakout star Millie Bobby Brown. —AFP 

‘Spiderman’ nearly 
squashed at birth: Stan Lee

Netflix renews ‘Stranger

Things’ for third season

TAKREEM was founded to celebrate such Arab
men and women who are each making history in
their own way. Following Beirut, Doha, Manama,

Paris, Marrakesh and Cairo, the 2017 TAKREEM
Award Ceremony was held in Amman-Jordan in pres-
ence HM Queen Noor Al Hussein as well as members
of The Hashemite Royal Family and more than 1000
invites from different parts of the world. This year, the
following laureates have been recognized for their
achievements:

•  Arab American National Museum - Arabs of
America for the Cultural Excellence Award

•  Ghanim Al-Muftah - Qatar for the Young
Entrepreneur Award

•  Jusoor - Syria for the Humanitarian and Civic
Services Award

•  Maali Alasousi - Kuwait for the Outstanding Arab
Woman Award

•  Dr Nahla Hwalla - Lebanon for the Excellence in
Education Award

•  Sarah Toumi - Tunisia for the Environmental
Development and Sustainability Award

•  Dr. Zohair Al Halees - KSA for the Scientific and
Technological Achievement Award

•  Al-Bustan Seeds of Culture - USA for the
International Contribution to Arab Society Award

•  Raymond DebbanÈ - Lebanon for the Corporate
Leadership Award

HRH Prince Sultan bin Salman (KSA) and Mrs.
Melek El Nimer (Turkey) received a Special Distinction
Award. Maroun Semaan (Lebanon) was posthumously
bestowed a Lifetime Achievement Award. 

The “Legacy Award” was given for the first time to
the memory of HM King Hussein bin Talal. Mrs Laila
Al-Shaikhli hosted the 8th Award Ceremony that was
followed by a gala dinner. A press conference, in the
presence of the laureates and the strategic partners,
was organized the next day, followed by a luncheon
and a series of panel discussions. TAKREEM was giv-
en invaluable support by the following strategic part-
ners:  Renault-Nissan, Nesma, Salam International,
Barclays, Horizon and CCC. The Award night was gen-
erously sponsored by Arab Bank, Abdali, JK Holding,
Zain and OMD.

Takreem honors prestigious Arab men and women 
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Spectators watch as UAE’s Al-Fursan (The Knights) National Aerobatic Team performs with smoke along the corniche of the capital Abu Dhabi on December 1, 2017, during celebrations ahead of the
46th Emirati National Day, celebrated yesterday. — AFP 

With a whistle hanging from her neck as she
shouts instructions in perfect English, teenager
Athmar Habeb looks very much at home refer-

eeing a football match in Sydney. Yet it was only four years
ago that Habeb had to flee her war-torn Iraqi homeland,
arriving in Australia aged 12 with her family and knowing
only three English words — salt, apple and eggs. Her love
of the beautiful game led her to Football United, a program
helping refugees integrate in Australia, and her life
changed.

“Football United made me very confident with my
English and I just started opening my heart to everyone,”
Habeb, 16, said on the sidelines of a “gala day” in Sydney
that brought together teams for a friendly contest. “I met a
lot of friends in Football United ... now most of them are
my best friends. I love communicating with people, espe-
cially young people like me.” Refugees feature prominent-
ly in Australia’s football history.

The former chairman of governing body Football
Federation Australia, billionaire businessman Frank Lowy,
was a Jewish refugee from Eastern Europe who arrived
with one suitcase and no English in the early 1950s. The
late veteran broadcaster Les Murray, whose voice became

synonymous with football in Australia, was born Laszlo
Urge in Hungary in 1945 and arrived Down Under a
decade later. In recent years, programs like Football
United have helped displaced youth, including Iraqi Sarah
Glaoo, 17, and 19-year-old Syrian Suliman Alkhateeb. Both
arrived in Sydney last year as Australia opened up 12,000
additional refugee places for people fleeing conflicts in
Syria and Iraq.

French inspiration 
It was Australian football’s strong bonds with refugees

that caught the attention of the program’s American
founder Anne Bunde-Birouste. Bunde-Birouste was living
in Paris in 1998 when she was swept up by the euphoria
surrounding the black-Arab-white make-up of the World
Cup-winning French national team. “The French won
against all odds and because the team was multicultural.
So it brought the whole country together,” Bunde-
Birouste said.

“Knowing that it was the world game, I just wanted to
try and see what we could do in Australia to help refugee
kids.” Years later, the university lecturer set up the first
Football United clinics in Australia, and thousands of
youths have since passed through them. A key attraction is
the low cost, said Natasha Hill, the program’s communica-
tion coordinator.

Organized sport is expensive in Australia and with
some of the refugees coming from large families, enrolling
each child in a local club is costly. As such, Football United
provides an easy entry point for young arrivals keen to
make new friends. They then get to develop their football
abilities while also learning about Australian culture and
life skills such as goal-setting and time management. 

‘Broken families’ 
“Most of them have come from... broken families back

in their home countries,” Hill told AFP. “Given that
Australia is a multicultural country, when they come here,
it is something new to them. Back home, it was all one
race. Providing our program to them helps them integrate
with other cultures.” At the recent “gala day”, the youths
were treated to an inspiring talk by Honey Thaljieh, a cor-
porate communications manager for world governing
body FIFA, who grew up in Palestine.

Thaljieh is strongly convinced of the power of football
in boosting the lives of children who have endured conflict
and hardship, having gone through a similar experience
herself. “It will change their lives eventually if they believe
in it and they are determined, if they work hard,” Thaljieh,
the co-founder and first-ever captain of the Palestinian
women’s national football team, said. “Sports in general
and specifically football is the best tool for young adults,
for children, for boys and for girls because the game itself
is about inclusion. It’s about bringing people together.” For
recent arrival Glaoo, Football United has given her the
opportunity to showcase her silky skills on the pitch. After
a busy afternoon scoring goals for her school team, the
teenager was dreaming of her next steps, including win-
ning tournaments at higher levels. — AFP 
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A photo taken on September 14, 2017, shows youths in action during a football match
organized by Football United, a program helping refugees integrate in Australia, in the
western suburbs of Sydney.  — AFP photos

A coach talks to her players during a football match organized by Football United.
Refugee Sarah Glaoo (2/R) aged 17, celebrates with team-
mates during a football match. 

Football an escape for Australia’s asylum children
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