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MUMBAI: Two toddlers were among 14
people killed in Mumbai after floods
caused by heavy monsoon rains destroyed
homes and disrupted traffic in India’s finan-
cial capital, police said, but lighter-than-
feared rain yesterday helped relief efforts.

More than 1,200 people have died
across India, Bangladesh and Nepal in the
worst flooding to strike South Asia in years.
Several villages in the east Indian state of
Bihar are still inundated, with people living
in makeshift shelters for days amid wide-
spread heavy damage to farmland.

Tuesday’s deluge in Mumbai - nearly a
month’s average rainfall in a single day -
had halted train services and led to flight
cancellations. More heavy rains had been
forecast for yesterday, forcing the gov-
ernment to order schools and colleges
shut, but in many areas the downpours
were l ighter.  “ The city and suburbs
received a few showers in the last few

hours but rainfall wasn’t heavy like yes-
terday,” said K S Hosalikar, a senior India
Metrological  Depar tment off ic ial .
“However in the next few hours Mumbai
and adjourning areas are likely to get
fairly widespread rainfall, which will be
heavy in few pockets.” Officials said train
and air services were operating normally
late yesterday in the city, which is home
to India’s two biggest stock exchanges
and several major companies.

Police said a 45-year-old woman and a
1-1/2-year-old child, members of the same
family, died after their home in the north-
eastern suburb of Vikhroli crumbled on
Tuesday, while a 2-year-old girl died in a
wall collapse. In the neighboring city of
Thane, three people died after being swept
away by floods, police added. Some died
by falling into open manholes in flooded
streets in various suburbs.

Mumbai Police spokeswoman Rashmi

Karandikar said seven other people were
missing in Mumbai.

In neighboring suburbs six people were
missing, said a police official, who declined
to be named. The deluge revived memo-
ries of 2005 floods that killed more than
500 people, the majority of them in shanty-
town slums where more than half of the
city’s 20 million people live.

Unabated construction on floodplains
and coastal areas, as well as stormwater
drains and waterways clogged by plastic
garbage have made the city increasingly
vulnerable to storms. On Tuesday several
firms made arrangements to provide food
and rest areas for employees stuck in
offices, while officials of temples and reli-
gious bodies offered help to those strand-
ed on streets. “Together, we can overcome
any ordeal,” the Mumbai Police tweeted.
“Thank you all for showing what humanity
is in the face of adversity!” — Reuters

In this Oct 16, 2016 file photo, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (left) talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping at the signing ceremony by
foreign ministers during the BRICS summit in Goa. — AP

BEIJING/NEW DELHI: China yesterday sought
to cast its strained ties with India in a positive
light ahead of a likely meeting next week
between President Xi Jinping and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi following their most
serious military confrontation in decades.

The countries agreed this week to end a
more than two-month-old stand-off on their
disputed Himalayan border, just in time for the
start on Sunday of a summit of the BRICS
grouping of nations, which also includes Brazil,
Russia and South Africa.

It was normal for the two neighbors to have
differences, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
told a news briefing. “What’s important is that
we put these problems in the appropriate place,
and appropriately handle and control them in
the spirit of mutual respect and based on the
consensus of both countries’ leaders,” he said.
“ There is huge potential for cooperation
between China and India,” Wang added, without
giving details.

Xi and Modi are expected to hold talks on the
summit sidelines in the southeastern city of
Xiamen, officials in New Delhi said. That has
raised hopes they will try and repair a relation-
ship that has deteriorated as the two countries
find their interests diverge - and often clash -

while competing for influence across Asia.
Neither country should claim victory after

the standoff, said former Indian foreign secre-
tary Nirupama Rao, an expert on relations with
China. “The forthcoming summit can provide
an oppor tunity to begin that restoration
process when the leaders of the two countries
meet,” Rao said. “Diplomatic and not military
manoeuvres must be the name of the game in
this relationship.”

Hundreds of troops were deployed on the
Doklam plateau, near the borders of India, its
ally Bhutan, and China after New Delhi object-
ed to China building a road through the moun-
tainous area. The quiet diplomacy that ulti-
mately ended in de-escalation was based on a
principle of stopping “differences becoming
disputes” that Modi and Xi had agreed in
Astana in June, an Indian official with knowl-
edge of the matter told Reuters.

Road building 
Still, ties remain strained over the disputed

frontier and India is deeply suspicious of
China’s growing militar y activities in and
around the Indian Ocean. For its part, Modi’s
government has upset China with its public
embrace of Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama,

whom the Chinese regard as a dangerous sepa-
ratist, and growing military ties with the United
States and Japan.

China has said its forces will continue to
patrol in Doklam, which is claimed by Bhutan.
Wang said he hoped India had learned a lesson
from the incident. Chinese road construction
had stopped and equipment removed, said a
second government official in New Delhi aware
of the situation.

But it was not clear whether China had given
an assurance not to resume construction in a
territory New Delhi says is too close for comfort
for the security of its northeast.

India and China have deep historical and
cultural links, but relations have seesawed
since India lost a brief border war in 1962.
Chinese troops have made about 300 trans-
gressions this year into territory claimed by
India, the second official in New Delhi said, up
from about 225 last year.

Media on both sides kept up a nationalistic
drumbeat during the recent crisis. Ties between
the two appeared to be heading to a “breaking
point”, with neither backing down from its own
nationalist agenda, said one Beijing-based
Western diplomat, speaking on condition of
anonymity. — Reuters

Ahead of Modi visit, China sees 

huge potential for cooperation

Asian giants’ ties remain strained after border standoff

MUMBAI: On a workday morning in her
one-room apartment on Mumbai’s out-
skirts, Sonika packed her lunch box, got
dressed in a black shirt and blue jeans, ate
a sago snack for breakfast and took a hur-
ried selfie before rushing to catch the 8.45
am bus to work.

Her morning routine seems little differ-
ent to that of other working girls. But
Sonika, 19, appreciates the normality more
than most. Until two years ago she was a
sex slave - trapped in a cycle of physical
and sexual abuse for nearly five years.

“I hated my life, but I had no choice. My
days stretched for 18 hours or more. I want-
ed to die,” said Sonika, who was trafficked
to work as a prostitute when she was bare-
ly 13. Sonika moved into the simple home
she shares with a roommate earlier this
year - a move that Kshamata, a charity that
helps trafficking survivors live independ-
ently, helped her take.

“I feel safe here. I have my own sched-
ule. I  do what I  l ike,” Sonika told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation, sitting cross-
legged in her apartment. Sonika, who did
not want to give her full name, is among
some 50 trafficking survivors in Mumbai
who have been helped by Kshamata to find
jobs and live independently.

Of an estimated 20 million commercial
sex workers in India, 16 million women and
girls are victims of sex trafficking, according
to campaigners. Nearly half of them are
adolescents and children, some as young
as nine. Studies have shown that most res-
cued girls are re-trafficked as they are not
able to find any alternative sources of
income or livelihood options when they
return to their communities.

Those staying at government and chari-
ty-run hostels are given vocational training
and some also finds jobs, but few step out
of the institutions that become their new
homes.

“They never leave institutional care.
They are not independent,” said Bharathy
Tahiliani, founder of Kshamata, meaning

capability in Hindi.
“That Sonika could step out of the shel-

ter, live on her own and trust her flatmate
and her co-workers is a victory for us, and
of course for her,” Tahiliani said.

Basket weaving 
Recent Indian government data has

shown a year-on-year rise in trafficking cas-
es in India, but while the government has a
cash compensation scheme for youth vic-
tims of sexual assault, adult survivors get
no such support. Prostitution is illegal in
India and girls are often “rescued” by police
during raids on brothels. “We did a study
on rescued girls in 2007 and found less
than 10 percent had reintegrated into the
society. We couldn’t trace most rescued
girls,” said Tahiliani, a social worker and
campaigner.

Tahiliani founded Kshamata in 2013 to
support trafficking survivors become finan-
cially independent as it was “the only way
to protect them from being trafficked
again”.

Rehabilitation programs at some chari-
ties have moved from traditional embroi-
dery and basket weaving lessons to career
counselling and public speaking sessions,
said Pratishta Kale, who runs training mod-
ules for trafficking survivors at Kshamata.

“The girls are young and often confused
about their career choices. So we guide
them and help them find a job in line with
their interests,” Kale said.

Other charities such as Save the
Children India also are working on similar
rehabilitation models.

“There are shelters and hostels run by
charities and also the government where
working girls can stay at a subsidized rate
but over the last few years, they prefer to
stay independently,” said Jyoti Nale, pro-
gram director for Save the Children India.
“There are better (work) opportunities. In
some cases, the education level of sur-
vivors is better, helping them find a job.
This is the best way forward.” — Reuters

Former sex slave finds freedom 

in her one-room Mumbai flat

CHENNAI: Trainee workers in India’s gar-
ment manufacturing hub in south India
can no longer be trapped in apprentice-
ships for years after changes to a 56-year-
old law that must be implemented imme-
diately, campaigners and trade unions said
yesterday. After a decade of lobbying, the
state government of Tamil Nadu has
amended a 1961 apprenticeship law that
restricts the time a worker can be kept in
training and only allows 10 percent of a
workforce to be trainees.

Campaigners had voiced concerns that
tens of thousands of girls were trapped in
trainee jobs in spinning mills and garment
factories for three years or more, working
long hours for below minimum wages with
no welfare benefits or job security.

The new rules will limit apprenticeships
to six months to a year and give workers
the opportunity to join the permanent
workforce. Campaigners called for the
amended law to be implemented immedi-
ately. “Exploitation had become epidemic
in the industry,” said Anantharaman
Sivakumar of the All India Council of Trade
Unions (AICCTU), who has been campaign-
ing for changes in the law for over a decade
now. “It has been a long road for these
changes in the law and once implemented,

it will give workers medical benefits, social
security, proper holiday schedules and a
more dignified existence.”

Campaigners said the revised rules will
bring an end to schemes where young girls
were employed as trainees but put on reg-
ular production within a week with the
promise of a lump sum after three years.

The girls will now have formal contracts,
limited training periods, and the possibility
of a permanent job. “In many instances,
workers are not even given a pay slip
telling them what they have earned and
what has been deducted,” said Thivya
Sesuraj,  advisor to the all  women
Tamilnadu Textile and Common Labor
Union (TTCU). Tamil Nadu is the largest hub
in India’s $40 billion-a-year textile and gar-
ment industry with about 400,000 people
working in spinning mills and garment fac-
tories there to produce garments exported
to Europe and the United States. 

The industry draws its largely female
workforce from poor families. In a detailed
presentation in 2016, the state labor
department said apprentices outnum-
bered permanent workers in most textile
mills, were paid less and most were fired
at the end of a “three year apprenticeship
period”. — Reuters

Trapping girls as trainees in Indian 

factories to end with legal change

SRINAGAR: A Kashmiri Muslim livestock vendor smokes as he waits for customers at
a market ahead of Eid Al-Adha festival in Srinagar yesterday. — AP

MUMBAI: The monorail train runs as it resumes service in Mumbai yester-
day after heavy rains brought major flooding to the coastal city. — AFP

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s National Assembly
passed a resolution yesterday condemning US
President Donald Trump’s accusations that
Islamabad was prolonging the war in
Afghanistan, denouncing them as “hostile” and
“threatening”. Speaking before the assembly,

Pakistani Foreign Minister Khwaja Asif Asif urged
the government to consider postponing any vis-
its by US delegations to Pakistan or by Pakistani
officials to the United States and closing off
“ground and air lines of communication through
Pakistan”.

On Sunday, Pakistan’s foreign office
announced that it had postponed a visit by a US
acting Assistant Secretary of State Alice Wells to
discuss Washington’s new Afghan policy, but at
the time did not provide a reason.

Trump accused Pakistan of harboring “agents
of chaos” and providing safe havens to militant
groups waging an insurgency against the US-
backed government in Kabul.

Pakistani officials bristle at what they say is a
lack of respect from Washington for the coun-
try’s sacrifices in the war against militancy and
its successes against groups like al Qaeda,
Islamic State or the Pakistani Taleban. Pakistan
estimates there have been 70,000 Pakistani
casualties in militant attacks since it joined the
US war on terror after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks
on the United States.

Successive US administrations have struggled
with how to deal with nuclear-armed Pakistan.
Washington fumes about inaction against the
Taleban, but Pakistan has been helpful on other
counterterrorism efforts, including against Al-
Qaeda and Islamic State.

The United States also has no choice but to
use Pakistani roads to resupply its troops in
landlocked Afghanistan. US officials worry that if
Pakistan becomes an active foe, it could further
destabilise Afghanistan and endanger US sol-
diers. — Reuters

Pakistan National Assembly 

condemns Trump comments

KILLA ABDULLAH: Pakistani vendors sell apples on a roadside stall in Killa Abdullah, a district
in the north west of Balochistan province. Pakistan has postponed a visit by a US diplomat
who had been due to arrive on September 4, a week after President Donald Trump publicly
upbraided Islamabad for harboring militants attacking US and Afghan troops. — AFP

Mumbai floods toll jumps to 14, rain eases up


