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Harvey hits again in Louisiana 
Texas rescuers race against clock • Nighttime curfew in Houston

NEW ORLEANS: Monster storm Harvey made
landfall again yesterday in Louisiana, evoking
painful memories of Hurricane Katrina’s deadly
strike 12 years ago, as time was running out in
Texas to find survivors in the raging floodwaters.
The fresh hit comes five days after the monster
storm slammed onshore as a Category Four hurri-
cane, pummeling the US Gulf Coast with torrential
rains that turned neighborhoods into lakes in
America’s fourth largest city, Houston.

While Harvey is technically packing less of a wal-
lop as a tropical storm, heavy rains are still drench-
ing parts of southeastern Texas and neighboring
southwestern Louisiana, complicating rescue mis-
sions and compounding the misery for millions of
Americans. So far, only a handful of deaths have
been formally confirmed, but when combined with
suspected deaths, US media reported that the toll
could be 30 so far - and still rising - as floodwaters

recede in some areas and bodies are found.
Hundreds of people are still unaccounted for,

though officials stress they may simply have no
access to phones or power. More than 30,000 peo-
ple found refuge in shelters across the Lone Star
State, from the giant Houston convention center to
small churches, according to the head of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
Brock Long. “We are in this for the long haul,” acting
Homeland Security Secretary Elaine Duke told
reporters in a briefing yesterday on emergency
operations. “We’ll continue to support the people
of Texas as long as necessary.”

In Houston, Mayor Sylvester Turner issued an
nighttime curfew aimed at aiding search efforts
and thwarting potential looting in the flood-rav-
aged city. At least a quarter of Harris County, which
includes Houston and the immediate surrounding
area, is now under water, affecting tens of thou-

sands of homes, local officials have said. “After wit-
nessing first hand the horror & devastation caused
by Hurricane Harvey, my heart goes out even more
so to the great people of Texas!” President Donald
Trump said after visiting the storm zone. Trump was
planning a second trip to Texas on Saturday, and
may go to Louisiana as well, the White House said.

Drenching rain 
So far, parts of Texas have seen more than 50

inches (1.27 m) of rain, while in Louisiana, the top
total 18 inches so far - was increasing. Harvey
made its second landfall just west of the Louisiana
town of Cameron, not far from the Texas border,
packing maximum sustained winds nearing 45
miles per hour, the National Hurricane Center said.
Forecasters are predicting another five to 10 inch-
es of rain in the region, with the downpour finally
expected to stop on Thursday.

For now, southwestern Louisiana was taking
the hardest hit, but New Orleans proper appeared
to have dodged a bullet, with minimal rain. The
arrival of the storm was nevertheless bittersweet
for many in New Orleans, coming just one day
after the 12-year anniversary of Katrina, which rav-
aged the vulnerable city famous for its jazz music
and cuisine. “I began to pray for the people in Texas
after having gone through that same experience
myself as a Katrina survivor,” said Crystal Harris,
who works for the Second Harvest Food Bank,
which was taking donations for storm victims. “It
brings back memories,” she said. “When you see
images like...  Houston, it reminds you of where
you were 12 years ago.”

Rescue teams scrambling 
In Texas, emergency crews were still struggling

to reach hundreds of stranded people in a massive

round-the-clock rescue operation, as the National
Weather Service predicted weather conditions there
were to improve at last. But the damage wrought
was staggering - Enki Research put its “best esti-
mate” at between $48 billion and $75 billion. Sheryl
Kunai, a 57-year-old accountant from Rosenberg,
southwest of Houston, left her home and was stay-
ing at a hotel in Winnie. She said her home was fine,
but she was wary about heading back. “I still don’t
want to chance it. I’ll just go ahead and give it one
more day,” she told AFP. “I’m more scared about driv-
ing in the water than anything else.”

At least one bridge had crumbled, one levee
had breached and dams were at risk in Texas. A
Houston police officer was one of the latest con-
firmed victims of the storm - the body of Steve
Perez, who went missing after reporting for duty in
the early hours of Sunday, was recovered by divers
on Tuesday. — AFP

Interstate 69 is covered by floodwaters from Tropical Storm Harvey on Tuesday in Humble, Texas. (Inset) US President Donald Trump, accompanied by First Lady Melania Trump, holds up a Texas flag after speaking with supporters outside
Firehouse 5 in Corpus Christi, Texas on Tuesday, where he received a briefing on Harvey relief efforts. — AP 

GENEVA: The widespread rights abuses com-
mitted against protesters in Venezuela has left
democracy “barely alive”, the UN said yesterday,
after France branded the Caracas regime a “dic-
tatorship”. A fresh UN report warned that the
rights situation in Venezuela was at “grave risk”
of unravelling further as the authorities contin-
ue to brutally repress demonstrators, and urged
international action. Recent actions by
Venezuela’s authorities “support the feeling that
what is left of democratic life in Venezuela is
being squeezed”, UN human rights chief Zeid
Ra’ad Al Hussein told reporters in Geneva, where
the report was launched.

Democracy in Venezuela “must be barely
alive, if still alive”, Zeid said. He did not go as far
as French President Emmanuel Macron, who on
Tuesday accused his Venezuelan counterpart
Nicolas Maduro of creating a “dictatorship ... at
an unprecedented humanitarian cost”, in one of
the harshest condemnations yet of the South
American regime by a European leader. Caracas
hit back against Macron yesterday, with the for-
eign ministry expressing “firm rejection of the
deplorable comments” by the French leader.
“They constitute clear interference in the inter-
nal affairs” of Venezuela, it said in a statement.

‘Crush dissent’ 
The UN report accused Venezuelan authori-

ties of implementing a policy of repression to
crack down on months of street protests against
Maduro. “The generalized and systematic use of
excessive force during demonstrations and the
arbitrary detention of protesters and perceived
political opponents indicate that these were not

the illegal or rogue acts of isolated officials,” it
said. The extent of violations “in our view point
to the existence of a policy to crush dissent and
instil fear in the population with the intention of
curbing these demonstrations,” one of the
report authors, Herman Vales, told reporters.

Venezuela, which is suffering from an acute
economic crisis marked by shortages of basic
goods, has experienced months of deadly street
demonstrations against Maduro that have left
125 people dead, according to prosecutors.
Wednesday’s report found that security forces
and pro-government groups were responsible
for at least 73 of the protester deaths. It
remained unclear who was behind the remain-
ing deaths, the rights office said.

Zeid also pointed out that his office had doc-
umented “serious violations of due process and
patterns of ill-treatment, in some cases amount-
ing to torture”. The tactics listed in the report
included “the use of electric shocks, severe beat-
ings, stress positions, suffocation, and threats of
sexual violence and death”. After receiving no
response to repeated requests for access to
Venezuela to investigate the situation, Zeid
deployed a team of human rights officers to
monitor the country remotely. The investigators
conducted 135 interviews between June 6 and
July 31 with victims and their families, witnesses,
civil society organizations, journalists, lawyers
and doctors, among others. More than 5,300
people have been detained in Venezuela since
April 1, with more than 800 still held, the report
authors said, adding that more than 700
detained civilians had had their cases handled in
the military justice system. — AFP

Venezuela policies leave 
democracy ‘barely alive’

BEIRUT: The US-led coalition carried out an air
strike yesterday to block Islamic State group
fighters evacuated from Lebanon from reaching
eastern Syria, its spokesman told AFP. Hundreds
of IS fighters and civilians were evacuated
Monday from the border region between
Lebanon and Syria under a ceasefire deal and
were headed to an IS-held town near Syria’s east-
ern frontier with Iraq. “To prevent the convoy
from moving further east, we cratered the road

and destroyed a small bridge,” said coalition
spokesman Colonel Ryan Dillon, without provid-
ing further details on the exact location.

“IS is a global threat; relocating terrorists from
one place to another for someone else to deal
with is not a lasting solution,” he added. The
evacuation deal was negotiated between IS and
powerful Lebanese Shiite movement Hezbollah,
which has intervened in the war in neighboring
Syria to prop up the Damascus government.

Hezbollah had fought a week-long offensive
against IS on the Syrian side of the border with
Lebanon, coinciding with a simultaneous assault
by Lebanese troops on their side of the frontier. 

The battles ended Sunday with the
announcement of a deal that would see IS forces
bussed hundreds of kilometres from Syria’s west-
ern border with Lebanon to its eastern frontier
with Iraq. Jihadists and civilians, including chil-
dren, left the border region two days ago, but
yesterday their buses were still held up at the
entrance to Deir Ezzor province. “We know and
understand that there are civilians” aboard the
buses, Dillon said. “If we are able to strike them
without harming civilians, then we will do so,” he
said, adding that the coalition was monitoring
the convoy’s movement in real time. Asked
whether the presence of civilians had prompted
the coalition to bomb the road instead of the
convoy itself, Dillon said that would be “consis-
tent” with protocol. The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights confirmed that there was a delay
in the buses reaching Deir Ezzor province but did
not specify why. Syrian military sources reached
by AFP declined to comment. The evacuation
agreement had sparked a furious reaction from
the United States, which considers Hezbollah to
be a “terrorist” organization. “Irreconcilable #ISIS
terrorists should be killed on the battlefield, not
bused across #Syria to the Iraqi border without
#Iraq’s consent,” US presidential envoy to the
anti-IS coalition Brett McGurk said yesterday. 

“Our @coalition will help ensure that these
terrorists can never enter #Iraq or escape from
what remains of their dwindling ‘caliphate’,” he
wrote on Twitter. — AFP

US-led strike in Syria blocks 
IS fighters leaving Lebanon

RAS BAALBEK, Lebanon: Youths ride on an armored vehicle next to Lebanese army soldiers
during a celebration of their return from battling Islamic State (IS) group militants on the
country’s eastern front bordering with Syria in this eastern town yesterday. — AFP 


