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DETROIT: For a
surprise choice,
Expedia CEO Dara
K h o s r o w s h a h i
appears to check
the boxes needed
to tackle the mas-
sive job of leading
Uber from a rapid-
ly growing but
d y s f u n c t i o n a l
money-loser to a
company that can turn a consistent prof-
it. Like Uber, Expedia is a global jugger-
naut that uses an internet platform to
process millions of transactions every
year. Expedia went through a big growth
phase just like Uber, and has mastered
making money on travel booking trans-
actions, something that’s only an aspira-
tion for Uber.

Khosrowshahi also has experience
leading a public company, which Uber
wants to become, and he has handled
vocal investors and strong-willed board
members, which Uber has. “The busi-
nesses he was in are all about wringing
efficiency out of underutilized assets and
using a network to do it,” said Gartner
analyst Michael Ramsey. “He’s really in
the same business.”

Uber’s fractious eight-member board
voted Sunday to offer the job to
Khosrowshahi, 48, who has spent most
of his career at Expedia or what was once
its parent company, IAC/InterActiveCorp.
Expedia’s board chairman confirmed the
offer in a note to employees, but as of
late Monday there was no announce-
ment from Uber, where Khosrowshahi
reportedly was meeting with employees.

At Uber, Khosrowshahi will face a mul-
titude of problems that led to the ouster
of contentious CEO and co-founder Travis
Kalanick. Board members are engaged in
a very public fight, one that has spilled
into the courts and influenced the CEO
pick. An investigation by an outside law
firm found rampant sexual harassment
and bullying and there have been allega-

tions of theft and deceit. To right the
company, Khosrowshahi must calm
employees, showing them he’s got a spe-
cific plan to change culture and make
money, Ramsey said. He has the creden-
tials to do that, RBC Capital Markets ana-
lyst Mark Mahaney wrote Monday in a
note to investors. “Expedia’s loss is Uber’s
gain,” he wrote.

Uber’s drivers are already worried
that Khosrowshahi will trim their wages
as part of the effort to make money, said
Chris Townsend, director of field mobi-
lization for the Amalgamated Transit
Union,  which has been organizing the
drivers in New York. “Until  we see
whether this CEO can bring a meaningful
change in the company’s behavior, we
are going to be fastening our seat belts,”
Townsend said. “While we are trying to
be hopeful, there is as much as dread
and trepidation as anything else.”

Khosrowshahi was a “major factor”
in IAC’s success during the past 12 years,
Mahaney wrote, adding that Expedia’s
share price has risen by a factor of eight
and its bookings went from about $16
billion in 2005 to $72 billion last year.

By market value, San Francisco-based
Uber is triple the size of Expedia Inc., which
is headquartered in Bellevue, Washington.
The privately held Uber’s total number of
outstanding shares are worth just under
$70 billion, while the total value of
Expedia’s shares is about $22 billion.

Expertise
Khosrowshahi has 19 years of leader-

ship at Expedia and IAC, and has had to
deal with acquisitions and challenges,
said Morningstar senior analyst Dan
Wasiolek in an interview. Moreover,
Khosrowshahi has created a corporate
culture that employees respect, as meas-
ured by third-party surveys, Wasiolek
said. “Given all the problems at Uber, the
lack of any real controversy amongst
employees at Expedia indicates that he
may do a good job at personnel leader-
ship,” Mahaney said. — AP

Uber’s pick for new CEO 
brings skills, experience

KUWAIT: HMD Global,  the home of Nokia
phones, has launched the Nokia 8 in the GCC.
Nokia 8 is a high performance, beautifully craft-
ed smartphone, designed with content creators
in mind. It brings three world-firsts to Android
smartphones, including a debut collaboration
with ZEISS optics. With performance and pure
Android at its heart,  as well  as the most
advanced aluminium unibody design to date,
the Nokia 8 represents all the hallmarks of a true
flagship Nokia smartphone.

Per Ekman, Vice President Middle East &
North Africa, HMD Global, said: “Visual-led social
media platforms are growing rapidly in the
region and it is no secret that many of these
social media experiences are coming to life
through mobile.  With the Nokia 8,  we are
delighted to introduce technologies that go
hand in hand with the MENA consumer’s insa-
tiable appetite for content creation and sharing,
to bring genuine value to this new digital era.”  

Be less Selfie, be more Bothie: The Nokia 8
introduces a world-first in enabling Dual-Sight
video to be live-streamed natively and in real-
time to social feeds such as Facebook and
YouTube. Dual-Sight simultaneously harnesses
both the front and rear cameras in a split screen
visual for both photos and videos. With just one
touch, this world-first livestream capability gives
more immersive experiences for those who love
to create and share special memories. 

Nokia 8 is also the first smartphone to fea-
ture Nokia OZO Audio,  placing exclusive
Hollywood technology in the palm of your
hand. OZO spatial 360º audio brings a fully
immersive audio experience to your 4K video.
Leading-edge 360º audio capture ensures the
playback lets you truly relive the moment so
your memories never fade. 

4.6mm thin at the edge and just 7.3mm slim
on average, Nokia 8’s seamless unibody is preci-
sion milled from a single block of 6000 series
aluminium and its pure design has been refined
through a 40-stage process of machining,
anodizing and polishing. Select models feature
a high-gloss mirror finish that has taken over 20
hours to complete to achieve a flawless look.
The phone features Qualcomm’s powerful
SnapdragonTM 835 Mobile Platform and paired
with the pure, secure and up to date Android
experience ensures outstanding performance. 

Be less Selfie, be more #Bothie
There are two sides to every story and the

Dual-Sight feature of Nokia 8 is designed to help
you create and share the full picture. The front
and rear-facing cameras on the Nokia 8 have
been co-developed with ZEISS optics for an opti-
mum all round experience. Content creators can
natively broadcast their unique #Bothie stories
to social media through the Dual-Sight function-
ality located within the camera app. Fans can
also enjoy unlimited photo and video uploads to

Google Photos.  Sanmeet Kochhar, General
Manager, Middle East, at HMD Global, said: “It
is exciting to witness how digital technology is
changing lives throughout the Middle East
region. We are seeing a new generation of cre-
ators who are forging their own paths in the
world, on their own terms, and according to
their unique outlooks. Our aim is to enable the
sharing of their enriching experiences and,
ultimately, to unite people and bring them
closer. The Nokia 8 promises an innovative and
unique experience to further inspire the MENA
content creator.”  

A new dimension of sound with OZO Audio
Featuring OZO Audio, Nokia 8 combines

three microphones with exclusive Nokia
acoustic algorithms to capture audio with
immersive 360∞ spatial surround sound. Share
your 4K videos with OZO Audio anywhere - bin-
aural codecs enable high fidelity playback even
on devices without OZO Audio. 

Innovation and precision engineering
Powered by the Qualcomm Snapdragon 835

Mobile Platform, Nokia 8 doesn’t compromise
on performance. The Nokia 8 has been designed
from the ground up with the consumer in mind
to deliver unique content capture and sharing

experiences. This requires it to be as meticulous-
ly designed on the inside as it is on the outside.
To keep your phone working harder for longer,
the design, innovation and engineering teams
worked hand-in-hand to deliver. The result is a
full-length graphite shielded copper cooling
pipe that dissipates the heat generated by the
high performing system across the full length
and breadth of the handset. The Nokia 8 runs
cooler in even the most demanding situations. 

Nokia 8 is Qualcomm Quick Charge 3.0 com-
patible, meaning when your battery is running
low you can get back to recording your impor-
tant moments sooner. 

Juho Sarvikas, Chief Product Officer of HMD
Global, added: “We know that fans are creating
and sharing live content more than ever before,
with millions of photos and videos shared every
minute on social media. People are inspired by
the content they consume and are looking for
new ways to create their own. It’s these people
who have inspired us to craft a flagship smart-
phone which perfectly balances premium
design, an outstanding experience and powerful
performance.”

Always pure Android
Nokia smartphones always offer a pure

Android experience, with no unnecessary apps
slowing down the performance of your device.
And with Nokia 8, pure Android combined
with our innovative engineering processes
unleashes the full potential of the Snapdragon
835 Mobile Platform. With monthly security
updates, the Nokia 8 is safe and up-to-date.
Your device is secured with biometric finger-
print authentication, delivering enhanced
security and making Nokia 8 a versatile com-
panion whatever your needs. 

Accessories 
HMD Global offer a range of accessories per-

fectly tailored to suit the active lifestyle of any
Nokia 8 owner. The Nokia 8 works beautifully
with the Nokia Active Wireless Headset - a light-
weight, water, sweat, and dust proof premium
headset. Carved from aluminium for the perfect
match, this headset features a beautiful dia-
mond cut design. The full portfolio of acces-
sories for Nokia phones includes a range of
headsets, portable speakers, in-car chargers,
cases and screen protectors.

Availability
Nokia 8 will be available in four colours:

Polished Blue, Polished Copper, Tempered Blue
and Steel and will be available in Kuwait in
October at an average retail price of KD 144.9.

Nokia 8: Three firsts in one 
precision designed flagship
First new generation Nokia smartphone to feature ZEISS optics

LONDON: Sea Quest
Hero is more than
just the usual com-
puter game in which
players find their
way through mazes,
shoot and chase
creatures-it also dou-
bles as scientists’ lat-
est tool for studying
Alzheimer’s disease.

The game-down-
loadable from yesterday in its virtual reality
version-seeks to stimulate players’ brains
through a series of tasks based on memory
and orientation skills, while gathering data
to research dementia.  One of the first
symptoms of Alzheimer’s is loss of naviga-
tional skills.  But data comparing cognitive
response across a broad spectrum of ages
is rare, and this is what the game seeks to
provide.

The game-billed as the “largest demen-
tia study in history”-has been developed by
Deutsche Telekom, Alzheimer’s Research
UK and scientists from University College
London and the University of East Anglia.

The mobile version, which came out in
2016, has already been downloaded three
million times in 193 countries. Playing the
game for just two minutes, the website
said, generates the same amount of data
scientists would take five hours to collect in
similar lab-based research.

With the equivalent of 63 years already
played, scientists now have some 9,500
years’ worth of dementia research to go
through. “ That gave us an enormous
amount of information and it really allowed

us to understand how men and women of
different ages navigate in the game,” David
Reynolds, chief scientific officer at
Alzheimer’s Research UK, told AFP.

Resolving the tasks requires the use of
“different parts of your brain and different
parts of your brain are used in different
ways by different types of dementia-so it
allows us to link what someone can do to
what is going on in their brain,” Reynolds
added.

50 million sufferers 
The addition of virtual reality will pro-

vide yet another layer of data. “The headset
technology is helping to track where the
person is looking at all times as well as
where they’re going,” Lauren Presser, one of
the game’s producers, told AFP.

“So we get to know whether people are
lost and how they behave in those situa-
tions... Every single one of those experi-
ments is helping us gather data around
spatial navigation.”

Nearly 50 million people around the
world suffer from dementia and
Alzheimer’s according to the latest esti-
mates. This figure could balloon to 132 mil-
lion by 2050. There is no cure for the dis-
ease, but the game’s creators hope it could
eventually enable diagnosis and treat-
ments of patients far earlier than is current-
ly possible. Reynolds said playing the game
could in itself help with prevention. “We
know keeping your brain fit and active, like
keeping your body fit and active, is good
and is helping to reduce your risk of
dementia or slowing its progression down
if you have it,” he said. —AFP

PALO ALTO, Calif :  Uber
Technologies Inc is pulling a heavily
criticized feature from its app that
allowed it to track riders for up to
five minutes after a trip, its security
chief told Reuters, as the ride-ser-
vices company tries to fix its poor
reputation for customer privacy.

The change, which restores users’
ability to share location data only
while using the app, was expected
to be announced yesterday and
rolled out to Apple Inc iPhone users
starting this week. It comes as Uber
tries to recover from a series of crises

culminating in the ouster of Chief
Executive Travis Kalanick and other
top executives. Dara Khosrowshahi,
the CEO of travel-booking company
Expedia Inc is set to become Uber’s
new chief executive, sources have
told Reuters. The location-tracking
update is unrelated to executive
changes, said Joe Sullivan, Uber’s
chief security officer, in an inter-
view with Reuters. Sullivan and his
team of about 500 have been work-
ing to beef up customer privacy at
Uber since he joined in 2015.

“We’ve been building through

the turmoil and challenges because
we already had our mandate,” said
Sullivan, who is a member of the
executive leadership team that has
been co-running Uber since
Kalanick left in June. An update to
the app made last November elimi-
nated the option for users to limit
data gathering to only when the
app is in use, instead forcing them
to choose between letting Uber
always collect location data or nev-
er collect it. Uber said it needed
permission to always gather data in
order to track riders for five minutes

after a trip was completed, which
the company believed could help
in ensuring customers’ physical
safety. The option to never track
required riders to manually enter
pickup and drop-off addresses.

But the changes were met with
swift criticism by some users and pri-
vacy advocates who called them a
breach of user trust by a company
already under fire for how it collects
and uses customers’ data. Uber said it
never actually began post-trip track-
ing for iPhone users and suspended
it for Android users. —Reuters

Scientists launch virtual reality 
game to detect Alzheimer’s

Mireille Darc

Dara Khosrowshahi

● Networks: 
● GSM: 850/900/1800/1900 
● WCDMA: 1, 2, 5, 8 
● TDS-CDMA: 34, 39 
● LTE: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 20, 28, 38, 39, 40, 41
● Network speed: LTE Cat. 9, 3CA,

450Mbps DL/50Mbps UL
● Available in single SIM and dual SIM variants
● OS: Android Nougat 7.1.1
● Chipset: Qualcomm Snapdragon 835

Mobile Platform o MSM8998 (4* 2.45GHz
Qualcomm(r) Kryo(tm) + 4* 1.8GHz Kryo)

● RAM: 4GB 
● Storage: 64GB internal memory with exter-

nal MicroSD card slot (support up to 256 GB) 
● Form factor: Splashproof IP54 touch

monoblock with capacitive system keys
● Display: 5.3” IPS LCD QHD 2560 x 1440,

700nts screen brightness, Corning(r) Gorilla(r)
Glass 5, 2.5D Glass

● Camera with ZEISS optics: 
● Primary camera: 13MP (Colour + OIS) +

13MP (Mono), 1.12um, f/2.0, 76.9?, PDAF, IR
range finder, dual tone flash

● Front facing camera: 13MP PDAF,
1.12um, f/2.0, 78.4?, display flash

● Connectivity & Sensors: Type C, USB3.1
Gen 1 (5Gbps), 3.5mm headphone jack,
Ambient light sensor, Proximity sensor,
Accelerometer, E-compass, Gyroscope,
Fingerprint Sensor, Hall sensor, Barometer,
802.11 a/b/g/n/ac (MIMO), BT 5.0,
GPS/AGPS+GLONASS+BDS, NFC, ANT+

● Battery: Integrated 3090 mAh battery
with Qualcomm(r) Quick Charge(tm) 3.0 com-
patible (18W, 5V/2.5A, 9V/2A, 12V/1.5A)

● Audio: MP3,M4A, AAC,OGG,WAV,AMR,AWB(AMR-
W B ) , F L A C , M I D I ( M I D , M I D I , X M F ,
MXMF,IMY,RTTTL,RTX,OTA)

● Video: MP4, 3GP, 3G2, AVI, MKV, WEBM
● Dimensions: 151.5 x 73.7 x 7.9mm (cam-

era bump 0.4mm)
● Weight: 160g

Technical specifications for Nokia 8

Uber to end post-trip tracking of riders 




