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Two militants killed in 
Kyrgyzstan shootout 

BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan: Kyrgyzstan said yesterday that
two militants were killed and one was injured in a
shootout with police who also claimed to have foiled a
terror plot in the Central Asian country. Kyrgyzstan’s State
National Security Service (GKNB) claimed its officers killed
two members of “an armed terrorist group” that had
planned attacks ahead of the former Soviet Republic’s
Independence Day. One accomplice of the pair was hos-
pitalized in the clash, while another suspected plotter
had been detained the day before, the GKNB said in a
statement.

Sri Lanka seeks aid to 
curb drug trafficking

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka will appeal for global assis-
tance in cracking down on drug cartels increasingly
using the island as a transit hub for smuggling
cocaine and heroin, a minister said yesterday. Law
and Order Minister  Sagala Ratnayak a said an
unprecedented spike in cocaine seizures, a drug rela-
tively uncommon to Sri Lanka, suggested it was
emerging as a key transit point for smugglers. “Sri
Lanka is a transit point for mass scale drug dealers,”
he told reporters in Colombo. “We have a responsi-
bility to prevent and stop this.” Sri Lanka’s strategic
position between Europe and Southeast Asia had
made it an attractive location to offload drugs,
Ratnayaka said, adding that he would ask foreign
delegates at an upcoming India Ocean summit in
Colombo for assistance in smashing the trade.

Third Indian train 
derails in 10 days

NEW DELHI: An express train derailed in India yester-
day, the third accident to hit the country’s ageing rail-
ways in 10 days.  Rescue teams were rushed to the
scene but there were no reports of casualties after the
seven carriages came off the tracks near Asangaon in
the western state of Maharashtra. “There are no
injuries to passengers. We are arranging buses to bring
passengers to destination,” Indian Railways tweeted.
The head of India’s railways stepped down last week in
the wake of those accidents and the railways minister
has also offered his resignation. 
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At least 15 dead 
in China landslide

BEIJING: The death toll after a landslide struck dozens of
homes in rural southwestern China has climbed to 15, state
television said yesterday. At least 15 people were killed and
eight were injured in Monday’s disaster in a township in
Bijie city in Guizhou province, according to a report from
China Central Television (CCTV).  But the official Xinhua
news agency put the number found dead higher at 17
people yesterday. The search is continuing, local authori-
ties have said, adding that rescuers were carrying out relief
efforts for affected locals. The local government has not
provided an updated death toll. National authorities have
issued a grade-IV emergency response for Bijie, the lowest
in a four-tier alert system. —Agencies

MANILA: Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte said yesterday the heirs of late
dictator Ferdinand Marcos had offered
to return to the government some of the
family’s disputed wealth, including “a
few gold bars”. Marcos and his wife
Imelda were accused of plundering
about $10 billion from state coffers in 20
years in power. A bloodless “People
Power” uprising in 1986 chased the fami-
ly into US exile. The government
announced last month that Duterte, a
Marcos ally, may abolish a government
agency that has recovered some 170 bil-

lion pesos from Marcos and his family.
But Duterte said in a speech to gov-

ernment officials: “They (the Marcos fam-
ily) told me they’ll open everything, and
probably return what is uncovered.” He
did not name the Marcos family member
who had approached him, the total
being offered or the terms attached to it.
The family member had told Duterte “we
are ready to open and bring (it) back ...
including a few gold bars”, according to
the Philippine president, but the
amount involved was “not Fort Knox”.

Fort Knox is a vault that stores US

gold reserves. Duterte said he would
accept the Marcos offer and was looking
to appoint a retired justice of the
Philippine Supreme Court to negotiate
with the family on the government’s
behalf. Duterte’s announcement was the
latest development in the remarkable
political rehabilitation of the Marcos
clan. Despite the dictator’s death in
Hawaii exile in 1989, his family has been
making a political comeback in the
Philippines with his widow, Imelda, and
their children getting elected to office.

No member of the Marcos family went

to prison despite the government recov-
ery of some of its fortune through litiga-
tion and out-of-court settlements.
Duterte has openly supported the Marcos
family, cheering on the Marcos son,
Ferdinand Jnr, in his failed bid for the vice-
presidency last year. The Marcos family is
known to be grooming him for the presi-
dency as well, and the son is challenging
the result of the vice-presidential vote in
court in a fight that could put him in the
country’s second-highest office.

Duterte stunned the nation in
November last year by allowing the body of

the late dictator to be buried in the national
“Heroes’ Cemetery” despite a widespread
outcry that his abuses and corruption
exempted him from such an honor. Imelda,
the widow of Marcos, denies the family’s
wealth is ill-gotten and at times has said her
late husband recovered the treasure of
Japan’s World War II General Tomoyuki
Yamashita that was looted from across
Southeast Asia. “I will accept the explana-
tion whether or not it is true, it does not
matter,” Duterte said yesterday. What was
important, he said, is it would be “something
that really works for the Filipinos”.—AFP 

Marcos kin offer gold, assets to Philippines

DHAKA: A Bangladesh court yesterday jailed the Rana
Plaza owner for three years for graft, the first of many
charges laid against him after the garment factory complex
collapsed in 2013 and killed more than 1,130 people. Sohel
Rana was given the maximum three-year sentence by a
special court in Dhaka for failing to declare his personal
wealth to Bangladesh’s anti-graft commission, one of a
series of charges brought after the disaster.

“This is the first time he has been convicted and jailed,”
prosecutor Salahuddin Eskander said. Eskander said Rana,
who faces four other charges including murder for his role
in one of the world’s worst industrial tragedies, was in
court for the verdict. He and 37 others could be sentenced
to death if found guilty of murder over the factory com-
plex’s collapse. But that trial has been delayed by appeals
in the higher court. Rana was arrested just days after the
accident at the border with India as he tried to flee
Bangladesh.

He became the nation’s public enemy number one in
the aftermath of the disaster as survivors recounted being
forced to enter the building to work despite complaining
about cracks appearing in the walls. Rana and 17 others
have also been charged with violating building codes
when extending the six-storey structure by a further three
floors. The illegal construction was blamed by investigators
for the tragedy. His lawyer Faruque Ahmed said he would
appeal the verdict. “He was in custody when he was served
the Anti Corruption Commission notice to submit his
wealth statement. In the jail he was not given enough time
to meet his lawyer or his family,” Ahmed said.

Cold-blooded murderer
The disaster prompted sweeping reforms in the gar-

ment sector, including new safety inspections and higher
wages in the industry which employs around four million
workers, mostly women. Bangladeshi activists welcomed
the verdict against Rana, but urged prosecutors to fast-
track a court date for his murder trial. “It has been four
years since the tragedy, and still this trial has not begun in
full swing,” Kalpona Akter, head of the Bangladesh Center

for Worker Solidarity, said. “He is a cold-blooded murderer.
He forced workers to work in a death chamber.” Rana, who
was linked with the ruling Awami League party, also faces a
narcotics charge. 

The Rana Plaza disaster highlighted appalling safety
problems in Bangladesh’s nearly $30 billion garment
industry, the world’s second largest exporter after China’s.

A host of Western retailers had clothing made at the com-
plex’s five factories, including Italy’s Benetton, Spain’s
Mango and the British low-cost chain Primark.
Bangladesh’s anti-graft agency has accused Rana of pur-
chasing property with suspicious funds. The agency is also
investigating his parents for allegedly hoarding more than
$2 million in ill-gotten gains.—AFP 

Bangladesh court jails 
Rana Plaza owner for graft

Illegal construction blamed for tragedy

DHAKA: Bangladeshi security personnel escort Sohel Rana, owner of the collapsed Rana Plaza building, before a
court appearance in Dhaka.—AFP

COX’S BAZAR, Bangladesh: At least 6,000
Rohingya civilians fleeing renewed vio-
lence in Myanmar are stranded near the
border with Bangladesh which is blocking
their entry, a senior Bangladeshi official
said yesterday, as the United Nations urged
Dhaka to assist them. Bangladesh has
blocked thousands of civilians from the
stateless Muslim minority from entering
the country since Friday, when fresh fight-
ing broke out between Myanmar’s security
forces and Rohingya militants in neigh-
bouring Rakhine state.

The UN refugee agency says 3,000 have
managed to cross into Bangladesh in the
past three days, but the vast majority have
been stopped at the border despite heavy
fighting in nearby villages. “Around 6,000
Myanmar nationals have gathered on the
border and are trying to enter Bangladesh,”
a senior Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB)
official said, referring to the Rohingya. The
official said the situation across the border,
which is demarcated in parts by narrow
stretches of the Naf River, was “still volatile”.

“Last night we heard heavy gunfire by
automatic weapons in phases and saw
smoke billowing from burnt villages across
the border,” he said. Another BGB official
estimated the number of Rohingya in lim-
bo could exceed 10,000, as many were
believed to be hiding in the hills and
forests to escape nearby violence. “We’ve
been ordered not to allow Rohingya to
enter Bangladesh,” said one border guard,
who asked to remain anonymous as he was
not permitted to speak to media.

“But how can I deny shelter to this new-

born who is dying from cold?” UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has
called on Bangladesh to step up assis-
tance to civilians escaping the violence,
noting “many of those fleeing are women
and children, some of whom are wound-
ed”.  But there are already 400,000
Rohingya l iving in squalid camps in
Bangladesh and the government has
instructed its border guards to prevent
another influx at all costs.

Bangladesh on Monday proposed joint
military operations with Myanmar against
Rohingya militants fighting in Rakhine
state,  hoping to stem the f low of
refugees.  Soldiers  had detained and
returned nearly 500 Rohingya trying to
cross the border since Monday, Shariful
Islam Jamaddar, a deputy commander of
BGB, said. Mohammad Ismail had taken
shelter from the rains under a plastic
sheet erected by border guards just inside
Bangladeshi territory, but the shelter has
since been torn down. 

“The border guards let us take shelter
here, but I don’t know now what I will do
with my son,” he said, gesturing to the shiv-
ering boy. Army convoys have been driving
Rohingya who have managed to cross into
Bangladesh back across the border several
times a day, an AFP correspondent at the
scene said. Amid the turbulence and mon-
soon downpours, an 11-year-old Rohingya
girl named Marium was separated from her
parents. “I went to the toilet when the (bor-
der) guards drove away my parents. Where
shall I find them now?” the young girl said
in tears.—AFP 

MUMBAI: Heavy monsoon rains
brought India’s financial capital to a halt
yesterday, with authorities struggling to
evacuate people with the scheduled
high tide adding to the chaos. Incessant
rain flooded several parts of Mumbai
and paralyzed train services used by mil-
lions of commuters daily, with many
stranded at stations and hundreds of
others walking home through waist-
deep water on railway tracks. Poor visi-
bility also forced airport authorities to
divert some flights while most were
delayed by up to an hour.

Thousands, some abandoning their
water-logged cars, waded through waist-
deep water to reach home after some
parts of the city received as much as
297.6 millimeters of rainfall. Children
were sent home early from school.
Weather officials are forecasting heavy
rains to continue over the next 24 hours
and have urged people to stay indoors. A
high tide at 1105 GMT amid the down-
pour led to water logging of upto 5 feet
in some parts of the city.

The National Disaster Response Force
launched a rescue mission with police to
evacuate people from low-lying areas but
operations were thwarted by the contin-
uous rain. “The heavy rains, flooding, are
delaying our rescue work. Even we are
stranded,” said Amitesh Kumar, joint com-
missioner of police. Rainwater flooded
the King Edward Memorial Hospital in
central Mumbai, forcing doctors to
vacate the pediatric ward.

“We are worried about infections...the
rain water is circulating rubbish that is
now entering parts of the emergency
ward,” said Ashutosh Desai, a doctor in
the 1,800 bed hospital.  Although
Mumbai is trying to build itself into a
global financial hub, parts struggle to
cope during annual monsoon rains.
Floods in 2005 killed more than 500 peo-

ple in the city. The majority of deaths
occurred in shanty town slums, which are
home to more than half of Mumbai’s
population.Unabated construction on
floodplains and coastal areas, as well as
storm-water drains and water ways
clogged by plastic garbage, has made
the city increasingly vulnerable to
storms. Snehal Tagade, a senior official
in Mumbai’s disaster management unit,
said they were deploying 150 teams to
help the population in low-lying resi-
dential areas. Low-lying parts of the city
with a population of more than 20 mil-
lion people witnesses flooding almost
every year but large-scale flooding of
this magnitude hasn’t been witnessed in
recent years.

“We are mapping all the flooding
zones to launch a project to build emer-
gency shelters to make evacuation easy,”
said Tagade. Many businesses asked
employees to leave early in expectation
of worsening traffic jams. Rains and a
high tide in the western coastal city
threaten to overload an ageing drainage
system. Several companies have also
arranged for food and resting facilities for
employees who have been stuck in
office. Temples and other Ganesh pan-
dals have been offering those stranded
on streets food and water.

Social media also has been abuzz with
people offering help to strangers who
have been stuck at various locations in
the city. The education minister has
asked all schools and colleges in the city
to remain shut today. The flooding lead
to some power outages in parts of the
city with the municipal corporation
warning of more such cuts if water levels
continued to rise. A spokeswoman for
the Mumbai International Airport said
flights in and out of Mumbai airport,
India’s second busiest, were delayed
while some had to be diverted.—Reuters

MUMBAI: People walk along a flooded street during heavy rain showers in
Mumbai.—AFP

Monsoon rains bring India’s 
financial capital to standstill

GUIZHOU, China: Rescuers carry the body of a victim at
the site of a landslide in Bijie in China’s southwestern
Guizhou province.—AFP

MUMBAI: Workers repair the track near upturned
coaches of the Duronto Express in Asangaon, some
70 kilometers from Mumbai, India.—AP

At least 6,000 Rohingya civilians
stranded on Bangladesh border

COX’S BAZAR, Bangladesh: Members of Myanmar’s Muslim Rohingya ethnic minor-
ity wait to enter the Kutupalong makeshift refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh.—AP

Chinese troops to patrol 
border after India stand-off

BEIJING: China said yesterday that its troops would con-
tinue to patrol a disputed Himalayan border area after
resolving a months-long military stand-off there with
India. Foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying
refused to disclose future plans for the road project that
had triggered the confrontation on the remote Doklam
plateau. “I’ve said that Chinese border troops will contin-
ue to be stationed and patrol in Doklam and we will con-
tinue to exercise our sovereignty according to historical
conventions,” Hua told a regular press briefing. India
itself does not claim the territory but has a military pres-
ence in Bhutan.




