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North Korea fires ballistic missile over Japan
UN calls for emergency meeting at Tokyo, Washington’s request

SEOUL: Nuclear-armed North Korea fired a ballistic
missile over Japan yesterday in a major escalation
that triggered global alarm and a furious response
from the government in Tokyo. A visibly unsettled
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said it was an
“unprecedented, serious and grave threat”, while
the UN Security Council called an emergency
meeting at Tokyo and Washington’s request. Sirens
blared out and text messages were fired off across
northern Japan warning people in the missile’s
flight path to take cover. 

Trains were delayed as passengers were urged
to seek shelter inside stations. “All lines are experi-
encing disruption,” said one sign on Sapporo’s
metro system. “Reason: Ballistic missile launch.” The
last time a North Korean rocket overflew Japan
was in 2009, when Pyongyang said it was a satel-
lite launch. Washington, Seoul and Tokyo believed
it was a clandestine test of an intercontinental bal-
listic missile (ICBM).

Pyongyang last month carried out two overt
ICBM tests that appeared to bring much of the US
mainland within reach for the first time and height-
ened strains in the region. At the time, US President
Donald Trump issued an apocalyptic warning of
raining “fire and fury” on the North, while
Pyongyang threatened to fire a salvo of missiles
towards the US territory of Guam. South Korea said
the latest missile was launched from Sunan, near
Pyongyang and flew around 2,700 kilometers at a
maximum altitude of around 550 kilometers.

Guam is about 3,500 kilometers from North
Korea-although the missile was fired in an easterly
direction and not towards the US outpost, home
to 160,000 people and host to major military facili-
ties. Abe said the over flight was an “outrageous
act” that “greatly damages regional peace and
security”. In a 40-minute telephone call with
Trump, he said, the two allies had agreed to “fur-
ther strengthen pressure against North Korea”.

Robert Wood, US Permanent Representative to
the Conference on Disarmament at the UN in
Geneva labeled it “another provocation” that was “a
big concern”. But China, the North’s key ally and
main trading partner, urged restraint on all sides,
with foreign ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying
saying the situation had reached a “tipping point”
but warning pressure and sanctions “cannot fun-
damentally solve the issue”. Russia, which also has
ties to Pyongyang, said it was “extremely worried”,
hitting out at a “tendency towards escalation”.

Not a chicken   
Any launch towards Guam would have to pass

over Japan first and analysts said yesterday’s over
flight presents a major challenge to both Tokyo
and Washington. Before 2009, the only time it had
traversed Japanese airspace was in 1998, in what it
also claimed it was a space launch. The US said it
was a Taepodong-1 missile. Pyongyang says it

needs nuclear weapons to protect itself against
the US, and the firing comes during the annual
Ulchi Freedom Guardian South Korean-US joint
military exercise, which the North always con-
demns as rehearsals for invasion.

Euan Graham, of the Lowy Institute in Australia,
said that a launch towards Guam would have been
a “red line” for Washington, and instead Pyongyang
selected a “half-way-house option”. “The North
Koreans in a way are being quite clever, by asking a
difficult question of a key ally in the western Pacific
(Japan) but at the same time not ratcheting up
tensions to the point where the United States
would seriously consider military measures,” he
said. They were also “demonstrating they have the
control over the cycle of escalation,” he added.

After Pyongyang appeared to postpone the
Guam scheme, Trump told a rally in Phoenix that
Kim was “starting to respect us”. As a result, accord-
ing to Cha Du-Hyeogn of the Asan Institute of

Policy Studies in Seoul: “It looked like North Korea
backed off from a game of chicken. “But
Pyongyang is showing that is not how it is,” he said.
“That it is not a chicken, it has not backed off and
that Washington is the one who is bluffing with no
concrete plan.”

Horrible day
Japan has in the past vowed to shoot down

North Korean missiles or rockets that threaten to
hit its territory. But it made no attempt to do so
yesterday-when the missile flew over the country
for two minutes-with defense minister Itsunori
Onodera saying generals believed it posed no risk
to the country. “Today is really quite a horrible day
for Japan,” security commentator Ankit Panda said
on Twitter following yesterday’s over flight.  “If
North Korea assesses the costs of overflying Japan
to be anything but intolerable, we’ll see more of
these kinds of tests.”—AFP 

TOKYO: Pedestrians walk in front of a huge screen displaying a map of Japan, right, and the Korean Peninsula, in Tokyo following a North Korean missile test that passed over Japan. — AFP

KABUL: A suicide bomber blew himself up
outside a bank in the Afghan capital Kabul
yesterday, days ahead of the Eid holiday,
killing five people and injuring several others
in an attack claimed by the Taleban. It was the
latest in a series of deadly attacks to hit the
city and comes three months after a massive
truck bomb ripped through the same area,
killing about 150 people. The bomb went off
outside the Kabul Bank, which usually pays
the salaries of security forces personnel and
government employees.

“The latest report shows five, including a
guard, were killed and eight civilians were
wounded in today’s terrorist attack,” said inte-
rior ministry spokesman Najib Danish. The
Taliban later claimed responsibility on social
media for the bombing. The blast happened
yesterday morning at a time when many offi-
cials were expected to be collecting their
salaries ahead of this week’s Eid al-Adha holi-
day. It shattered the bank’s exterior, mangling
metal beams and covering the street outside
with shattered glass and splattered blood. 

“I was driving when I heard a big boom.
The blast was so strong that it broke the win-
dows of my car. I saw people shouting and
crying near the bank,” a witness said. The blast
occurred on a street lined with shops and
banks leading to Massoud Square, near the
United States embassy and Kabul’s diplomatic
area. Taleban insurgents are currently at the
peak of their summer fighting season, and
have launched several deadly assaults around
the country in recent weeks.

The blast resembled a Taliban attack in

June during the Muslim holy fasting month
of Ramadan, when a car bomb targeted civil-
ians and government employees queuing
outside a Kabul Bank branch to collect their
salaries in Lashkar Gah in Helmand province.
That blast killed 29 people and wounded
over 60. Since NATO forces ended their com-
bat mission in Afghanistan at the end of
2014, Afghan troops and police have strug-
gled to beat back the resurgent Taliban,
while facing the growing threat of the
Islamic State group.

Deadly assaults   
It was the latest explosion to rock the war-

weary Afghan capital, and comes a week
after US President Donald Trump committed
US troops to the country indefinitely. On May
3 a powerful blast targeting a foreign forces
convoy near the US embassy and NATO
headquarters killed at least eight people and
wounded 28 during morning rush hour. Later
in the month a massive truck bomb tore
through Kabul’s diplomatic quarter, home to
the presidential palace and a host of foreign
embassies, killing about 150 and wounding
around 400 people, mostly civilians. And on
June 3 seven people died when suicide
bombers attacked the funeral of a protester
who was killed the day before during a
demonstration against insecurity in Kabul.
After Trump paved the way for more US
forces to be sent to Afghanistan the Taleban,
which ruled the war-torn country from 1996-
2001, vowed to turn it into a “graveyard” for
foreign forces. — AFP
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HOUSTON: Donald Trump is expected arrived in
Texas yesterday, aiming to show unity in the face
of what he called the “terrible tragedy” wrought
by monster storm Harvey’s devastating rains. But
the US president and his wife Melania are not
expected to visit Houston, America’s fourth
largest city where rescuers are scrambling to
reach hundreds of stranded people as Harvey
appeared poised to strike again. They will instead
make stops further west, including hard-hit

Corpus Christi, for briefings on relief efforts after
catastrophic flooding crippled southeastern
parts of the vast state, the country’s second
largest by size.

The medical examiner ’s office for Harris
County, which includes Houston, confirmed six
deaths since Sunday “potentially tied to
Hurricane Harvey.” The previous toll was three.
“We are one American family,” Trump said
Monday, eager to present himself as a unifying

figure as he faced the first natural disaster of his
presidency after seven months of leading a
White House plagued by controversy, much of it
self-generated. 

He promised the federal government would
be on hand to help Texas along the “long and dif-
ficult road to recovery” from the historic storm.
But officials warned the danger has not yet
passed, with more families still stranded or
packed into emergency shelters and the tropical
storm once more gathering strength on the Gulf
coast. Trump has also declared a state of emer-
gency in neighboring Louisiana, next in line for a
downpour.

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner said more
than 8,000 people, soaked and desperate, had
been brought to shelters in this city of more than
six million. Coast Guard commander Vice Admiral
Karl Schultz told CNN he had 18 helicopters in
Houston, and-weather permitting-about 12 in
the air at any one time, alongside those of the
National Guard. “If you can get to your roof, wave
a towel. Leave a marking on the roof so helicop-
ter crews can see you,” he said, describing the
volume of emergency calls as “staggering.”

Harvey hit Texas on Friday as a Category Four
hurricane, tearing down homes and businesses
on the Gulf Coast before dumping an “unprece-
dented” nine trillion gallons of rainfall inland. The
Texas bayou and coastal prairie rapidly flooded,
but the region’s sprawling cities-where drainage
is slower-were worst hit.  Highways were
swamped and residential streets were rapidly
rendered uninhabitable, with power lines cut
and dams overflowing. — AFP

Trump to visit storm-ravaged 
Texas as more rain threatens

TEXAS: People are rescued from a flooded neighborhood after it was inundated with rain
water, remnants of Hurricane Harvey in Houston, Texas. — AFP




