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India 1st innings           
S. Dhawan c Chandimal b Pushpakumara 119 
L. Rahul c Karunaratne b Pushpakumara 85  
C. Pujara c Mathews b Sandakan 8   
V. Kohli c Karunaratne b Sandakan 42  
A. Rahane b Pushpakumara 17  
R. Ashwin c Dickwella b V. Fernando 31  
W. Saha not out 13  
H. Pandya not out 1   
Extras (b-6 lb-5 nb-2) 13  

Total (for 6 wickets, 90 overs) 329 
Fall of wickets: 1-188 L. Rahul, 2-219 S. Dhawan, 3-
229 C. Pujara, 4-264 A. Rahane, 5-296 V. Kohli, 6-
322 R.Ashwin
To bat: K. Yadav, M. Shami, U. Yadav
Bowling: Vishwa Fernando 19-2-68-1 (nb-1),
Lahiru Kumara 15-1-67-0, Dimuth Karunaratne 5-
0-23-0, Dilruwan Perera 8-1-36-0 (nb-1), Lakshan
Sandakan 25-2-84-2, Malinda Pushpakumara 18-
2-40-3.

Scoreboard at stumps on the first day in the third and final Test between Sri Lanka and India yesterday in
Pallekele, Sri Lanka.

LONDON: Liverpool insisted on Friday
that Philippe Coutinho would not be
sold at any price amid reports the Brazil
star has submitted a transfer request in
a bid to force a move to Barcelona.

Coutinho is Barcelona’s top target to
replace Neymar following the striker’s
world record move to Paris Saint-
Germain. After having two previous
offers rejected, the Spanish club are
believed to have increased their bid for
the Liverpool forward to £90 million
($117 million, 99 million euros).

Liverpool are determined to hang
onto Coutinho no matter what offer
Barca make, but the 25-year-old is keen
to move to the Camp Nou and reports
on Friday claimed he tried to push his
club into letting him leave by sending
an email containing the official transfer
request. Coutinho’s demand is believed

to have been rejected by Liverpool, who
only hours earlier had gone public with
their intent to keep the playmaker at all
costs. A statement issued by Fenway
Sports Group, Liverpool’s US-based
owners, said: “We wish to offer clarity as
regards our position on a possible trans-
fer of Philippe Coutinho.

“The club’s definitive stance is that
no offers for Philippe will be considered
and he will  remain a member of
Liverpool Football Club when the sum-
mer (transfer) window closes.” FSG’s
statement was an endorsement of
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp’s previ-
ous comments that Coutinho was not
going anywhere. And the German boss,
speaking at his pre-match press confer-
ence ahead of Liverpool’s 2017/18
Premier League season opener away to
Watford on Saturday, said: “I think if

somebody, in this case FSG, is saying
something like this it is the statement.

“I think I have said it already a few
times, but maybe that’s not 100 percent
clear.” Liverpool launched their PR offen-
sive at the same time as Sky Sports
News reported a member of Coutinho’s
family had released a statement stating
the player’s case. “Philippe has tried very
hard to find an amicable solution to this
situation but to no avail,” the statement
read. “He has tremendous love for the
club and its fans but, like Steven Gerrard
and Luis Suarez have pointed out in the
past, Liverpool does not let its players
leave on amicable terms.”

Coutinho, who joined Liverpool from
Inter Milan for £8.5 million in 2013,
signed a new five-year contract with the
northwest side in January that did not
include a buy-out clause.

Barcelona want Coutinho to replace
Neymar following his compatriot’s 222
million-euro transfer to PSG last week.

They had two previous bids rejected
by the Premier League side but could
yet come back with an offer in excess of
£100 million. Barca believe Coutinho
can step in for Neymar alongside Lionel
Messi and former Liverpool favourite
Luis Suarez in a star-studded front three,
and could also provide cover for 33-
year-old Andres Iniesta in midfield.

Coutinho out of Watford opener 
Although five-time European cham-

pions, most recently in 2005, the last of
Liverpool’s 18 English league titles came
in 1990 — before the start of the
Premier League era.

Klopp, however, is determined to
show he is serious about bringing back

the glory days to Anfield by retaining
Coutinho, Liverpool’s top scorer with 14
goals in all competitions last season
when the Merseysiders finished fourth.

But Coutinho will be missing from
the Watford match with a back problem
that could also rule him out of the first
leg of the Champions League play-off
away to German club Hoffenheim on
Tuesday. Asked if Coutinho would play
at Vicarage Road on Saturday, Klopp
replied: “No, he has back problems. He
was not in training since last Friday. No
he is not available, he is also a doubt for
Tuesday, unfortunately.”

Questioned on whether his job now
was to keep Coutinho happy, Klopp
added: “I can’t keep players happy. That’s
how life is. “It’s not about this, Phil is not
available for us, that’s the biggest issue
that he’s not available to play.”—AFP

Philippe Coutinho going nowhere: Liverpool

LONDON: Teams make a baton handover during a heat of the Women’s 4x400m relay during the World Athletics Championships in London yes-
terday.—AP

Bolt gets Jamaica into relay 
final for grand farewell

Lanka spinners put India on 
backfoot after Dhawan ton

LONDON: Usain Bolt set the stage for his grand
farewell, powering down the finishing straight yes-
terday to qualify Jamaica for the 4x100-meter relay
final at the world championships. Fittingly, he will
face Justin Gatlin and the United States in the final
chapter of his unparalleled career.

Both nations won their heats early Saturday,
though the US relay squad got the baton around
with more aplomb than Jamaica, which had to rely
on Bolt to clinch victory. And Bolt relished the adu-
lation at the 60,000-capacity Olympic Stadium.
“They’ve been outstanding so far, and continue to
surprise me and give me energy,” Bolt said.

For the best part of the past decade, though,
Bolt has been 100 percent reliable in getting relay
gold for the island nation. The last time Jamaica
lost a world championship final was in Bolt’s rookie
year in 2007, when he ran the second leg and only
took silver behind the Americans.

Ever since, Bolt has flaunted his power at the
end of every major championship, getting the third
gold medal for himself and sometimes another
world record for Jamaica. This year, however, he
only got bronze in the 100 behind Gatlin. And the
result in the relay is no longer a foregone conclu-
sion. The United States, with Gatlin running the
second leg, won the first heat in a world leading
time of 37.70 seconds. The Americans beat Britain
and Japan, both of which also qualified.

“My team did a great job,” said Gatlin, the oldest
of the squad at 35. “They’re thinking and acting like
veterans and I’m proud of them.” Christian Coleman
took silver in the 100 ahead of Bolt and it gave the
U.S. team an added boost.

“Having the gold and silver medal on the same
relay team, which hasn’t been done in a long time,
it gives us kind of a confidence booster that the
speed can get around the track,” Gatlin said. Bolt
stepped out on the track for the second heat, and
the Jamaicans needed him. Trailing when he got
the baton on the anchor leg, Bolt powered away,
quickly swept past his rivals and had time to look
to his right before crossing in 37.95 seconds.

Still, Bolt was supportive of his young team-
mates. “They came out here and did the job we
wanted them to do, and that’s to get us to the
finals.  They executed and ran well for a young
team,” Bolt said. “Over the years, this will be the
team bringing in the golds.”

In the women’s heats, both nations are also
through. Allyson Felix stayed in line to become the
athlete with the most medals in world  champi-
onships history when she helped the American
relay team qualify. Running the second leg, Felix
and her teammates crossed first in a season’s lead-
ing time of 41.84 seconds, beating Britain and
Switzerland. They also advanced to the final.

In the second heat, Germany beat two-time
defending champion Jamaica to qualify along with
Brazil. The Netherlands, with 200-meter champion
Dafne Schippers running the second leg, qualified
on time. Felix has won 14 medals at the world
championships and can move up to 16 if she runs
the 4x400 relay and the United States wins medals
in both events.

In the decathlon, two-time world champion
Trey Hardee of the United States hit the third hur-
dle and clattered into the next one during the 110-
meter hurdles to end his medal chances. In the first
of five events on the final day of the two-day com-
petition, Kevin Mayer of France set a third personal
record to easily stay atop the standings with 5,485
points. Rico Freimuth of Germany was in second
place with 5,377 points, while Damian Warner of
Canada had the fastest time in the hurdles of 13.63
seconds to move into third.—AP

PALLEKELE: Shikhar Dhawan smashed a
scintillating century for India, but Sri
Lanka’s spinners struck five times to leave
the tourists on edge after the first day of
the third Test yesterday. Malinda
Pushpakumara took three wickets and
Lakshan Sandakan two, leaving India on
329-6 at the close, with Wriddhiman
Saha on 13 and Hardik Pandya on one.

Pushpakamara rattled the Indian top-
order with his left-arm spin after a 188-
run opening stand between Dhawan,
who hit 119 in 123 balls, and Lokesh
Rahul. Left-arm wrist spinner Sandakan’s
wickets included the prized scalp of
Indian skipper Virat Kohli for 42.

“The Sri Lankan bowlers bowled well
and pulled the match a little bit on their
side,” Dhawan, who celebrated his sixth
Test century, told reporters. “We got a
good start and still feel at the end of the
day, 329 is a good score. Those (who) are
batting now are capable of scoring big
runs,” said Dhawan, adding India are
looking to get 400 and more.

The left-right opening batting team of
Dhawan and Rahul, who made 85, took
India through the first session against a
hapless Sri Lankan bowling attack. Sri
Lanka captain Dinesh Chandimal then
rotated his spinners in the second ses-
sion and India lost three top batsmen in
just 11 overs. The 30-year-old
Pushpakumara, who made his Test debut
in the second Test in Colombo, removed
the openers to bring the hosts back into
the contest.

RAHUL IN ELITE COMPANY 
Rahul, who scored his seventh consec-

utive Test fifty, mistimed a drive to mid-
on and Dhawan soon followed his part-
ner to the pavilion.  Rahul joined Everton
Weekes, Andy Flower, Shivnarine
Chanderpaul, Kumar Sangakkara and
Chris Rogers on the list of batsmen who
have made seven consecutive 50-plus
scores in Tests.

Kohli tried to stem the rot during a 84-
ball innings, ended when he edged a
Sandakan delivery to slip. Kohli and India
toiled in the last session. The innings run-
rate plummeted from around five in the
morning session to 2.76 after tea. “It’s not
easy to score runs out there and even
outfield is not that quick. When Sri Lanka
come out to bat, we are going to make
sure that we squeeze them hard,” said
Dhawan.

Pace spearhead Vishwa Fernando
chipped in with the wicket of
Ravichandran Ashwin, who was caught
behind after a hard-working 31.

“The bowlers came and bowled pretty
well. Especially the spinners. We let them
to 320 (329) for the first day. I’m really,
really happy with the spinners,” Sri
Lanka’s fast bowling consultant
Chaminda Vaas said. “At the end, the way
Vishwa bowled in the last two spells was
also good.I think the way he’s going he
has a future and potential,” added the
former paceman.

India elected to bat first as they eye a
series sweep after taking an unassailable
2-0 lead in Colombo. — AFP

PALLEKELE: India’s Shikhar Dhawan, left, plays a shot during the first day’s play of
their third cricket Test match against Sri Lanka in Pallekele, Sri Lanka, yesterday. — AP

Ntcham off the mark as 
Celtic down Partick

GLASGOW: Olivier Ntcham’s first goal for
Celtic was enough to give the Scottish champi-
ons a 1-0 win over Partick Thistle at Firhill on
Friday. French midfielder Ntcham, signed from
Manchester City in the summer, grabbed the
only goal of the match in the 26th minute as
Brendan Rodgers’ side made it two wins out of
two in the Scottish Premiership.

It was the perfect preparation for Celtic,
who are now unbeaten in 51 games domesti-
cally, ahead of their Champions League play-
off first leg against Kazakhstan side Astana at
Parkhead next Wednesday.

“We had a lot of control of the ball and
created chances but didn’t really have a fin-
ishing touch tonight,” Rodgers said. “We’ll play
better, but hopefully tonight’s a game we’ll
look back on towards the end of the season
and see it as an important three points.”

Thistle, who were controversially denied a
late penalty claim, slip to the bottom of the

table on goal difference. Partick manager
Alan Archibald had no doubts his side should
have had a spot-kick. “It is a foul anywhere
else on the pitch. It’s a big call in the last
minute of a game against Celtic and you
don’t tend to get them,” Archibald said.

“I was disappointed to lose a goal from a
set play but credit to the guys as they hung in
there.” As expected, Celtic made wholesale
changes from the inexperienced side that
thrashed Kilmarnock in the League Cup, with
only Craig Gordon, Kieran Tierney and Jonny
Hayes retaining their places. The changes did-
n’t seem to disrupt the Glasgow club, who dom-
inated from the start and missed a couple of
early chances. Despite deputising in the centre
of defence because of injuries, Israeli interna-
tional Nir Bitton wasn’t slow in getting forward
and the midfielder forced Tomas Cerny to push
his curling free-kick round the post after he lift-
ed it over the wall.—AFP

LONDON: Jamaica’s Usain Bolt anchors the Men’s 4x100m relay team to win a heat during the
World Athletics Championships in London yesterday. —AP

LONDON: Romelu Lukaku’s remarkable scor-
ing record against West Ham United means he
will expect to hit the ground running when he
makes his Premier League debut for
Manchester United today.

The Belgium international, 24, scored nine
goals in his first nine appearances against
West Ham for former team Everton before the
east London club finally kept him at bay in a 0-
0 draw last April. Lukaku scored a consolation
goal as United lost 2-1 to Real Madrid in the
UEFA Super Cup in the Macedonian capital
Skopje on Tuesday and his team-mates have
been impressed by what they have seen in
pre-season.

“Lukaku has done a great job with the clubs
that he has been at,” said United right-back
Antonio Valencia. “I am a kid next to Romelu.
He truly is strong. I have seen him work on the
field and in the gym.

“It’s truly incredible to see his strength,
power and the intelligence he possesses. We
hope it is a good year for him and the team.”
Lukaku, a £75 million ($97.3 million, 82.4 mil-
lion euros) capture from Everton, could be one
of three players making league debuts for
United today along with Victor Lindelof and
Nemanja Matic.

United manager Jose Mourinho used a
conservative 5-3-1-1 system against Real
Madrid, but is likely to be bolder against West
Ham, who have not won at Old Trafford in 10
years. Mourinho has no new injury concerns,
with Marcos Rojo, Luke Shaw and Ashley
Young his only long-term absentees.
Defenders Eric Bailly and Phil Jones return to
contention after sitting out the Super Cup
through suspension.

Having led United to League Cup and
Europa League glory last season, Mourinho’s
challenge for the new campaign is to turn
them into title contenders.

‘CHICHARITO’ RETURN 
“The Premier League is what you all know,”

Mourinho said on Friday. “I’d say seven teams
to fight for the title and 20 teams to fight for
the victory every weekend, every match.

“The club are also what you know. We are
involved in four competitions and step by
step, match after match, we are going to fight.”
United trailed home in sixth place last season,
24 points below champions Chelsea, and have
finished in the top four just once since Alex
Ferguson retired as manager in 2013.

Javier Hernandez was there as the rot set in
under David Moyes and he will make his Old
Trafford return on Sunday after joining West
Ham from Bayer Leverkusen in a £16 million
deal. The 29-year-old Mexican, known as
‘Chicharito’ (Little Pea), was a crowd favourite
during his five years at United, scoring 59
goals for the club and playing a part in two
league title successes.

He admits it will be a strange experience to
line up at his old stomping ground in the
colours of a different team, but says he will not
allow sentiment to cloud his focus. “It’s my old
club with my old fans and my old stadium, so
probably I cannot celebrate,” he said.

“But as well it would be my first goal with
my comeback with a club that has a lot of con-
fidence in me.” West Ham manager Slaven Bilic
has reshaped his squad extensively since last
season’s 11th-place finish.

Former Manchester City pair Joe Hart and
Pablo Zabaleta and star signing Marko
Arnautovic, a £20 million recruit from Stoke
City, could all make their competitive debuts
on Sunday. Left-back Aaron Cresswell and cap-
tain Mark Noble are expected to shake off
injuries, but Cheikhou Kouyate, Manuel
Lanzini, Michail Antonio, Andy Carroll and
Diafra Sakho are all sidelined. —AFP

Romelu Lukaku sizes up 
favoured prey West Ham


