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CHARLOTTE: Steve Stricker had to clean
out his locker and head home early after
missing the cut in the PGA Championship
at Hazeltine. That was in 2009. And it was
on his mind Friday at Quail Hollow when
he was outside the cut line and running
out of holes. “It was on my mind today to
play this weekend,” he said. “I wanted to
be around this weekend.”

He followed with two 3-woods that
led to easy birdies, and Stricker shot a
1-under  70 that  wi l l  a l low him to
make the cut. That means the 50-year-
old Stricker has now gone eight con-
secutive years without missing a cut
in the majors.

His 3-wood off the 14th tee reached
the green about 18 feet away. He
missed the eagle putt. On the par-5
15th hole, Stricker drilled a 3-wood up
the hill and onto the green about 20
feet away. He missed that eagle putt,
too. Stricker had another birdie with a
7-iron into the par-3 17th, and then
dropped a shot on the 18th from the
bunker. He hasn’t played every major in

every year since that missed cut at
Hazeltine. Stricker went a couple of
years skipping the British Open because
he was trying to reduce his schedule
and that’s generally the week of his
wedding anniversary.

At age 50, and Presidents Cup cap-
tain of the US team, he’s getting busy
again. His wife, Nicki, is caddying for
him at Quail Hollow. Both daughters
have been traveling with him this sum-
mer, and Stricker used the British Open
for a father-daughter trip with Bobbi
Maria, who starts her sophomore year
at Wisconsin in a few weeks.

“I’m enjoying it,” he said. “Nicki and
the kids have been out with me practi-
cally every week, especially this summer
and even some during school. We took
our youngest out of school,  home
schooled her on the road when we were
out. So I’ve played a lot more.”

Tiger Woods went nine straight years
making the cut - 38 straight majors dat-
ing to the 1996 Masters - though he
played all four of them each year (and

won 10 of them before missing his first
cut).  Stricker was quite satisfied making
his 26th cut in a row. 

FOX TROT
Ryan Fox caught Quail Hollow before

the rain on Friday and he turned in a 66
to go from a short week at his first PGA
Championship to 1-under 141 going
into the weekend at Quail Hollow.

“Pretty bloody happy, to be honest,”
the 30-year-old Kiwi said. Fox hit only
three fairways in the opening round
and shot 75. He hit 10 fairways on
Friday, and that was all the difference. It
looks as though it could have been low-
er if he had made a few more birdie
chances from the 10-foot range, and a
5-foot eagle putt he missed on No. 7.
But he wasn’t about to be greedy.

“Every hole around here, you’re just
happy to take a par, and some of those
short putts, you’re almost not trying to
make,” he said. “They are so quick. You
can knock it 4 or 5 feet by and three-
putt really quickly.”

CHARLOTTE CONNECTION
Kevin Kisner was born in Aiken, South

Carolina, and now lives off the 17th fair-
way at Palmetto Golf Club. But he has
reason to feel like a hometown favorite
at Quail Hollow. His parents grew up in
Charlotte, so this was almost a second
home when Kisner was growing up.

“I’ve spent every Thanksgiving and
Christmas in Charlotte from childhood
to marriage,” he said. “Been here a ton.
Got a lot of ties to Quail Hollow - broth-
er-in-law’s father is a founding member
here. We’ve spent a lot of time in
Charlotte. My 93-year-old grandmother
still lives here by herself.”

The decision to live in Aiken was easy.
“When I was playing the mini-tours and I
was broke, that’s the only place I could
afford to buy a house and I went back
there,” he said. “I just love it. I have a core
group of friends that we hang out with
that don’t pester me about golf and we
hang out and have a couple beers on the
back porch.  That’s what I love about it.”

The closing stretch at Quail Hollow

punished D.A. Points on Friday. He was 5
under par, at the time just one shot off
the lead, when he came to the 16th
hole. Two holes and two double bogeys
later, Points tumbled down the leader-
board.

On the 16th, he drove into the left
rough and played out to far to the right,
leaving him a bad angle. He hit wedge
to 25 feet, but rolled the downhill putt
about 6 feet by and missed that one
coming back.

And then he headed to the par-3
17th, which played only 177 yards
because of the front pin tucked over the
bunker. “I was in between clubs,” Points
said. “I’m trying to chip a 7-iron and
stopped on it and pulled  it and it went
in the water.”

Even so, he’s trying to remind himself
this has been a good year. Points won
the Puerto Rico Open to get a two-year
exemption, and he has done well
enough the rest of the season to make it
back to the PGA Championship for the
first time since 2013 at Oak Hill. — AP

Stricker has 8th straight year without missing cut in major

Hideki Matsuyama

Kisner, Matsuyama share lead 
at PGA as weekend storms loom

CHARLOTTE: Hideki Matsuyama and Kevin
Kisner faced the toughest Quail Hollow had to
offer and share the lead in the PGA
Championship going into the weekend of the
year’s final major.

Odds are Quail Hollow won’t be the same test
the rest of the way. Clouds quickly gathered
Saturday morning about the time some two
dozen players were finishing the rain-delayed
second round. Chris Stroud picked up a birdie on
the par-5 seventh and completed another 3-
under 68 to inch closer to the lead. He was two
shots behind, along with Jason Day.

Scattered storms were expected the rest of
the weekend. The change in the course was
immediate after heavy rain halted play for nearly
two hours Friday. Players were able to aim at
flags, knowing the putting surfaces were soft
enough that the ball wouldn’t roll too far. Day
spoke about being able to smash driver off the
tee because it was less likely for the ball to
bounce through the fairways and into the rough.

Now, it’s a sprint to the finish. Kisner and
Matsuyama, both leading a major for the first
time, were at 8-under 134. Day and Stroud were
two shots behind while Louis Oosthuizen and
Francesco Molinari of Italy were three back.

Sixteen players remained under par. Jordan
Spieth figured he was too far back to chase the
final leg of the career Grand Slam this year. He
didn’t take advantage of the softened conditions
and shot 73 to go into the weekend 11 shots
behind.

Kisner had the hardest end of the draw, when
the greens Thursday afternoon were as fast they
have been all year and close to the same Friday
morning. And while Matsuyama was in the bet-
ter side of the draw, he did most of his damage
before the storms arrived. The 25-year-old
Japanese star already was 5 under for his round
in tough  conditions, and he added two birdies
after the rain. He is simply playing some of his
best golf. The cut was at 5-over 147 when the
second round ended, and there was some dra-
ma. Bernd Wiesberger returned to complete
three holes. He was at 5 over, right on the cut
line, but facing the two easiest holes on the front
nine of Quail Hollow. If he had finished his round
at 4 over - that would have required one birdie
and two pars - the cut would have gone to 4
over and eliminated Adam Scott, Charles Howell
III and Kevin Chappell.

Wiesberger missed birdie chances, and then
three-putted for bogey on the ninth hole from
50 feet. So not only did the Austrian fail to move
the cut line, he wound up missing the cut with
that bogey on his last hole.

It was his first missed cut around the world
dating to last year’s PGA Championship. And it
gave new life to Scott, who will miss the next
three weeks to be with his expectant wife. Scott
is at No. 61 in the FedEx Cup on the PGA Tour. By
the time he returns, he will have been eliminated
from the playoffs and his season would be over.
So the weekend at Quail Hollow at least gave him
a chance to improve his standing. — AFP

CHARLOTTE: Jordan Spieth all but con-
ceded that his pursuit of the career Grand
Slam will have to wait until next year. So
he’s approaching the final two rounds of
the PGA Championship like he has noth-
ing to lose.

Spieth shot a 2 over 73 on Friday to
move to 3 over for the tournament but
slipped 11 strokes behind the co-leaders
when the second round was suspended
due to darkness with some two dozen play-
ers still on the course. “I kind of accept the
fact that I’m essentially out of this tourna-
ment, pending some form of crazy stuff the
next couple of days,” Spieth said. “But I’m
sure going to give it a try.”

Closer to the projected cut line of 5 over
than to co-leaders Kevin Kisner and Hideki
Matsuyama, Spieth joked that it would take
a round of “probably 54” to get back in it
before adding that he just wants to score
“as low as I can go.”

Three weeks after a late surge helped
him win the British Open and claim the
third leg of the career Grand Slam, the 24-
year-old was trying to become the
youngest player to have won all four major
championships. After ending the first
round five strokes off the lead, Spieth
acknowledged he needed to close the gap
during Round 2 to give himself a chance.

Instead, it more than doubled. A day
after Spieth didn’t make a putt longer than
5 feet on the new greens at Quail Hollow,
he made only two from 10 feet or longer - a
10-footer for par on No. 7, and a 12-footer
on the 12th for his only birdie of the round.

“Things were in just such tough loca-
tions that it was hard to get the ball to feed
to the hole,” Spieth said. “So it’s a tough
track where they’re putting these flagsticks.
It makes it tough to score. ...  Just really did-

n’t get many looks today, so with one birdie,
it’s going to be hard to post a solid round.”

With the tricky greens softer and slower
after a 1-hour, 45-minute rain delay, Spieth
missed birdie putts of between 10 and 40
feet on three consecutive holes, Nos. 15-17.
That came after he ran into trouble on the
10th. His drive on the par-5 10th sliced so
far right that he had to drop in a patch of
pine straw to take relief from a cart path.
His shot from that position went straight
across the fairway and into more pine straw
on the left side. His next shot ricocheted off
a tree and found yet more pine straw.

Then came an approach that hit the
edge of the green but rolled back, a chip
that he left short and finally an 8-foot putt f
or his second bogey of the round. He also
bogeyed the par-4 18th after he sent his tee
shot into a fairway bunker, then clipped the
lip of the trap when he tried to escape and
sent that shot left of the green and left his
chip short, prompting him to take an extra
swing of his wedge in frustration. He missed
a 10-foot par putt and tapped in for bogey.

“It was definitely a lot more gettable
after the rain delay than before, no doubt
about it,” Spieth  said. “I played even par
(actually 1 over) after the delay, and that’s
not very good in my opinion.” One of the
main subplots this week at Quail Hollow is
Spieth’s chase to become the sixth player
with a career Grand Slam.

Unless he comes up with a colossal rally,
Tiger Woods will remain the youngest play-
er to complete the career Grand Slam.
When Spieth tees it up next year at
Bellerive, he will be about six months older
than Woods was when he polished off his
slam at the 2000 British Open.

“On to the weekend, to try to fire at
stuff,” Spieth said. “Nothing to lose.” — AP

Spieth: ‘Nothing to lose’ 
going forward at PGA

CHARLOTTE: Jason Day remembers hus-
tling to finish rounds of golf in the dark as a
kid. He just never thought he would be
doing it on the 18th hole of a major cham-
pionship.

But the second round of the rain-
delayed PGA Championship turned into a
track meet as daylight turned to dusk with
Day and playing partners Dustin Johnson
and Henrik Stenson racing to their balls
and playing “ready golf” so they could com-
plete their round - and sleep in.

They managed to do it, even though
they could barely see anything as they
were coming up the 18th fairway.
“Obviously to be able to finish and not have
to wake up at 5:30 in the morning (to finish
the round) is big,” Day said.

Day has Johnson to thank for that - and
he did just that with a big hug on the 18th
fairway. With the sun setting fast, the three-
some knew they had to get someone to tee
off on No. 18 before the horn sounded. As
long as one player tees off before the horn,
the rest of the players in that group are
allowed to finish by rule.

Johnson told the group, “I’ll do it.” He
made his par putt on the 17th hole and
then sprinted to the 18th tee and promptly
knocked his tee shot down the middle.
They could legally finish the round which
was held up for 1 hour, 43 minutes by rain.
Then it became a battle against darkness.

The group, which played so slow all day

and had been as much as a hole behind
everyone else, hustled up the fairway and
knocked their balls onto the green. While
TV broadcaster Jim Nance commented that
he was unable to see their white golf balls
from his seat high above the green, the
threesome was able to finish with the help
of a giant illuminated scoreboard to the
right of the 18th green.

“It was like playing under the lights
which was kind of nice,” Day said. “I looked at
it on the screen and it was like we were play-
ing in daylight. It was really odd.” Somehow,
all three players made par on the 18th, one
of the most difficult closing holes in all of
golf. “We all wanted to finish,” Johnson said.
“Walking on No. 17 we knew we were get-
ting really close. I told them I will go putt
and tee off and we will finish from there.
None of us wanted to wake up at 5 and get
ready and play one hole and then sit around
and wait to tee off again. If you can get done
it is definitely worth it to do it.”

Johnson admitted it wasn’t easy gather-
ing himself after running to his ball. “I had
to catch my breath for a second a few
times,” he said. Day said looking back he’s
glad they made the call to complete the
round, but admitted,  “thinking about it, if I
went bogey, bogey I would be very devas-
tated right now.”

A similar scenario was taking place on the
ninth hole with a group that included tour-
nament contender Louis Oosthuizen.—AP

PGA Championship turns into 
a track meet before dark

CHARLOTTE: Jason Day of Australia, warms up on the 11th hole during the second
round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Quail Hollow Club Friday, in
Charlotte. —

LAS VEGAS: Conor McGregor is convinced he will
beat Floyd Mayweather on Aug 26, inside of four
rounds. And if the Nevada Athletic Commission
approves the fighters’ request to use eight-ounce
gloves, he said he will beat Mayweather in the first
six minutes of the fight. “He’ll be unconscious inside
two rounds, really one round, only for the 10-sec-
ond count I will give him maybe surviving into the
second,” said McGregor, who enters the boxing
world with a 21-3 MMA record. “But if it’s 10-ounce
gloves, maybe four rounds. But under four rounds
he’ll be unconscious.”

But if McGregor plans to fight the same way he
worked out for the media on Friday at UFC’s exqui-
site headquarters in southwest Las Vegas,
Mayweather shouldn’t have any problem improv-
ing to 50-0. The 29-year-old Irishman simulated a 12-
round boxing match by dancing around punching
bags for roughly 47 minutes, at times looking like an
out-of-sync boxer with wide swings that left his
guard down, awkward combinations and unneces-
sary shuffling. Other times he looked like an MMA
fighter eager to charge his opponent, something he
obviously can’t do in a boxing match.

But with as much hype and promotion being
thrown into the ring with both fighters, McGregor
left plenty of intrigue and insists he didn’t show
half the boxing skills he honed has a youth in
Ireland, simply teasing anyone in attendance and
everyone else who may have tuned into any
livestreaming on social media.

HARD-WORKING FIGHTER
“I don’t know how many times I’ve shocked the

world, and I’m going to shock it once again,”
McGregor said. “It’s not going to end well for Floyd.

It’s not going to end well for all the people doubt-
ing me.”

The 29-year-old Irishman insists nothing has
changed in his training, other than the fact he can’t
use his legs or take his opponent to the ground,
and he’s the same hard-working fighter that won
two Ultimate Fighting Championship titles. “I show
up to the gym, I work hard, and through my hard
work I gain my confidence - that’s been the same
since day one,” said McGregor, the reigning UFC
Lightweight Champion and former UFC
Featherweight Champion. “The fundamentals are
still there, I show up, I work hard.”

While speculation is McGregor will be the
aggressor early on, his gameplan and strategy
remain a mystery since this will be his first profes-
sional boxing match. What hasn’t been a mystery is
the air of confidence he displays, combined with a
clear disdain for his opponent that has him assured
he will hand Mayweather his first professional loss.

“You can’t prepare for me, you can’t prepare for
me, you can’t prepare for the movement, you can’t
prepare for any of it,” McGregor said. “He can sit
here and watch this (workout), and I’m sure he has
been watching that. Let him watch, let him try and
study, but you cannot prepare for this. There is
nobody in the game that moves like me, that
strikes like me and that has the confidence like me.

“This is a fight that has been in my crosshairs
since Floyd’s been opening his mouth, simple as
that. I see a beaten man in his eyes, in his body lan-
guage, in everything he does. I’m going to knock
him out bad, he’s too small. I know he’s fast, I know
he’s got good reflexes, I know he’s experienced. I
don’t care. I hit you, you fall, and that’s it. He will be
unconscious.” —AP

BOXING

McGregor holds strong on 
prediction of a knockout

LAS VEGAS: Conor McGregor has his hands wrapped before a media workout Friday, in
Las Vegas. McGregor is scheduled to fight Floyd Mayweather Jr. in a boxing match Aug 26
in Las Vegas. — AP


