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KATHMANDU: Floods and landslides
caused by torrential monsoon rains
have killed at least 25 people in the last
two days across Nepal, officials said
yesterday. Heavy rains have hit more
than a dozen districts in the country’s
far eastern region as well as some areas
in the west since Friday morning, the
home ministry said.

Flooding has occurred across the
densely populated lowlands that bor-
der India, while some remote districts
in the hilly areas of the Far East have
been hit by landslides triggered by the

monsoon rains. “We are still collecting
the details of the loss. According to the
preliminary reports to the ministry
over 25 people are feared dead,” Home
Ministry spokesman Deepak Kafle told
AFP. The Prime Minister’s office issued a
statement putting the death toll at
more than two dozen since Friday.

Thirteen people died in eastern dis-
tricts and at least four others are missing,
the head of the region’s police Ramesh
Bhattarai said. Telephone and electricity
lines have also been affected by the
heavy downpour making it difficult to

confirm the full extent of the damage in
remote areas, the police chief added.
Roads across the southern plains have
been blocked by the rains and three
highway bridges collapsed in western
Banke district, Home Minister Janardan
Sharma said at a press conference.

Images on social media showed the
runway at Biratnagar airport in eastern
Morang district submerged in a meter of
water with an empty plane stranded on
the tarmac. Chief of Morang district
police Arun BC said that airport had
been shut due to the flooding. The most

recent deaths bring the total death toll
from this year’s monsoon to over 90,
according to government figures. Nearly
100 people died last year in Nepal dur-
ing the rainy season, which typically
begins in late June and lasts until the
end of August.

Last weekend in the central lowlands,
four girls from the same family drowned
when they fell into a flooded roadside
ditch. Another girl died and one was
injured when they fell in open drains that
had been submerged by monsoon
flooding in the Kathmandu Valley last

month. Footage shot by a bystander
shows one of the girls tentatively navi-
gating a flooded road, before suddenly
disappearing into the brown muddy
water. A few seconds later she appears
out of another drain about 10 meters
away. The video went viral on social
media in Nepal, sparking outrage over
the condition of the roads in the capital.
Nepal’s weather department issued an
alert yesterday warning that heavy rains
were expected to continue for another
day, and advised districts to close schools
and residents to stay indoors. —AFP

25 dead in Nepal landslides, floods

SEOUL: North Korea’s announcement
that it is finalizing a plan to launch four bal-
listic missiles over Japan toward the island
of Guam has touched off a series of fiery
threats from President Donald Trump and
upped tensions between Pyongyang and
Washington to a whole new level. So are
we all headed toward war?

If past precedent is any guide, the
answer is no. Though it has been
mostly lost as the current round of
tough talk keeps escalating, North
Korea just a few months ago conduct-
ed a similar rehearsal strike on a US
military base in Japan. And that mis-
sile test led to nary a tweet from
Trump. For sure, if Pyongyang were to
go through with its planned launch of
missiles toward Guam, it would be an
extremely provocative move. But it is
also one that the US military has been
watching develop for years, with fairly
well-defined steps that have led to an
ever more complicated and potential-
ly dangerous situation - but not the
outbreak of a nuclear war. A look at
what Pyongyang is up to, and how we
got here:

Setting the stage
In March, at around the time of the

biggest annual maneuvers between
the US and South Korea, the North
fired four extended-range Scud mis-
siles into waters off the Japanese coast
in what was intended to be a mock
attack on Marine Corps Air Station,
Iwakuni. Iwakuni is one of the main US
bases in Japan and was the staging
point for F-35 stealth fighters believed
to be training for precision strikes on
North Korea against Kim Jong Un and
his top lieutenants.

The March missile launch was not
as bold as the plan for Guam - the
North didn’t tell the world beforehand
and deliberately sent the missiles
much farther north than the base
itself, an easy tweak. But the move sent
a strong message that such an attack
would be possible. The public
response from Trump then was muted.
Nearly two weeks after the launch, he
tweeted, without mentioning the mis-
sile test: “North Korea is behaving very
badly. They have been ‘playing’ the
United States for years. China has done
little to help!” Pyongyang, possibly
emboldened by that and its two suc-
cessful intercontinental ballistic missile
tests in July, appears to be hoping to
send an even stronger message for

Trump to back off with its Guam plan,
or maybe consider direct talks rather
than military action.

Giving notice
The biggest departure from North

Korea’s established pattern this time
around was its decision to announce
the details of the Guam plan. Despite
some frightened misinterpretations
otherwise, it is not threatening to
actually attack Guam. But if it does
launch Hwasong-12 missiles to within
30-40 kilometers of the US territory’s

shores, its stated goal, it would by any
measure be an exceptionally provoca-
tive move.

That helps explain why it would
decide to give prior notice. To keep
the situation from getting too much
out of control, it needed to explain
itself on the record to defuse com-
plaints from China and make sure
Washington knew it wasn’t the open-
ing volley of a Korean War 2.0. The
concern over China’s reaction is
important. China is the North’s key
trading partner and, although neither
trusts the other very much, its biggest

political buffer against pressure from
Washington and its allies. 

Beijing, which is concerned about
the implications for its own security
that a nuclear North Korea poses, is
almost certainly letting Pyongyang
know of its concerns. Pointing to US
threats on Guam serves to rebut
Chinese complaints, at least a bit. But
it could also use another familiar
rationale. North Korea sees annual US-
South Korea military exercises as a
prelude for an invasion. The next big
ones are set to start, on schedule, on

Aug 21. North Korean state media
reports suggest Kim Jong Un could
potentially sign off on the plan at
about that same time.

Pulling the trigger?
Pyongyang has explicitly and

repeatedly stated its anger over US B-
1B bombers based in Guam conduct-
ing flyovers of the Korean Peninsula. It
could use the next one to justify send-
ing its missiles toward Guam as some-
thing of a counter-display.

The B-1B bomber flights, though
largely symbolic, are especially sensi-

tive to Pyongyang because they repre-
sent a serious threat that North Korea’s
air defenses can’t confidently protect
against. Trump played that up on
Friday by retweeting a US Pacific
Command tweet saying the bombers
on Guam are ready to fulfill their “Fight
Tonight” mission if called upon.

But there is also a lot of history
here. The US devastated most of North
Korea’s cities and infrastructure with a
massive bombing campaign during
the 1950-53 Korean War. Joshua
Pollack, a senior research associate at

the Middlebury Institute of
International Studies at Monterey, in
California, noted the link but cau-
tioned that the North might want to
conduct the launch with or without a
B-1B flight to justify it.

“If we do stop flying bombers at
them for a while, they can declare vic-
tory and go home, and then decide
whether to do it at some later date in
response to whatever,” he said.
“Whether they feel genuinely annoyed
and threatened or simply see this as a
way to justify more missile tests to the
Chinese is a fair question.” —AP

Raising the stakes: Why N 
Korea is talking up Guam

So are we all headed toward war?

UTTAR PRADESH: In this Friday, Aug 11, 2017 photo, a man holds the lifeless
body of his child outside Baba Raghav Das Medical College Hospital in
Gorakhpur, in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. —AP

LUCKNOW: Parents of at least 35 children
who have died in a state-run hospital in
northern India over the past three days
have alleged that the fatalities were due
to the lack of a sufficient oxygen supply in
the children’s ward. District Magistrate
Rajiv Rautela said yesterday that the
deaths of the children being treated for
different ailments at the Baba Raghav Das
Medical College Hospital in Gorakhpur
city in Uttar Pradesh state were due to nat-
ural causes. He denied that an insufficient
oxygen supply led to their deaths.

Parents said that the oxygen supply to
the ward ran out Thursday night and that
patients’ families were given self-inflating
bags to help the children breathe. “That’s
the time when the death of the children
peaked,” said Mritunjaya Singh, whose 7-
month-old son was admitted to the hospi-
tal and was not among the dead.

The Uttar Pradesh government has
ordered an investigation. Prashant Trivedi,
the state’s top health official, acknowl-
edged that there was a problem in the
pipeline supplying oxygen. “But the situa-
tion was managed through oxygen cylin-
ders,” Trivedi said. “The hospital adminis-
tration has enough supply of cylinders in
its stock. So the report about death of chil-
dren because of oxygen issue is false.”

The parents said the company that sup-
plies oxygen to the hospital had earlier
threatened to stop the distribution of oxy-
gen unless the government paid its long-
overdue bills. Rautela said that the hospi-
tal owed 6.8 million rupees ($106,000) to
the company, but added that it had ade-
quate numbers of oxygen cylinders.

Parmatma Gautam, whose 1-month-old
nephew, Roshan, died when the oxygen
supply stopped, said the hospital authori-
ties and the district administration were
trying to cover up their failure to pay the
bills on time.

“ We saw our baby struggling to
breathe and we couldn’t do anything,”
Gautam said as tears flowed down his
weather-beaten cheek.

The family had rushed the newborn to
the hospital  f rom neighboring
Siddhar thnagar  distr ic t  on Aug.  9
because he had a high fever. “We are now
going back with his  body,” Gautam
sobbed. The federal health ministry sent
a team of  special ists  to the hospital
Saturday to ver i fy  what  caused the
deaths at the facility, which provides
health care to a  vast  swath of  Uttar
Pradesh and neighboring Bihar state.

BJP Party blamed 
Meanwhile, opposition leaders took to

social media to blame Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party,
which rules the state, for its neglect and
indifference to people’s health. Opposition
Congress Par ty Vice President Rahul
Gandhi tweeted: “Deeply pained. My
thoughts are with the families of the vic-
tims. BJP govt is responsible & should
punish the negligent who caused this
tragedy.”

Some of the children had been treated
for encephalitis, a disease that preys on
the young and malnourished and is ram-
pant in the state during the monsoon sea-
son, which runs from June till September.
The hospital, which has become a major
center for children with encephalitis, has
treated nearly 370 cases in the last two
months. Of these, 129 children died, said
Satish Chandra, a hospital spokesman.

Health activists said successive gov-
ernments had ignored the threat posed
by encephalitis as it was a disease that
affected poor, malnourished children.
“Encephalitis has a mortality rate as high
as 30 percent. The government needs to
tackle it with a rigorous campaign,” said
R.N Singh, a medical doctor who has
been leading the fight against the dis-
ease in Gorakhpur district. “Commonly,
this disease affects the voiceless poor, so
it has not got the attention it warrants,”
Singh said. Gorakhpur is located 300 kilo-
meters southeast of the state capital,
Lucknow. —AP

35 children die in North 
Indian hospital in 3 days

HAGATNA, Guam: Watch Room staff monitors the news and updates and coordinate with
agencies on local in an event of emergency yesterday as Guam Homeland Security opens its
24-hour Watch Room operation in response to the threats from North Korea. —AP

PHNOM PENH: Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Sen, who threatened Friday to use force over a
border crisis with neighboring Laos, announced
yesterday that the situation had been peacefully
resolved after he made a lightning trip for face-to-
face talks with his Laotian counterpart.

Hun Sen, an enthusiastic user of social media,
announced on his Facebook page that he had
successfully negotiated with Laotian Prime
Minister Thongloun Sisoulith to have a small con-
tingent of Laotian troops withdrawn from disput-
ed frontier territory,  with Cambodia also to
remove its soldiers. His Facebook page showed

video of the two leaders at a news conference.
Hun Sen flew to the Laotian capital, Vientiane,

on Saturday morning, a trip announced just the
day before, when he had set an Aug. 17 deadline
for Laotian troops to withdraw or be confronted
by Cambodia’s military. News media close to Hun
Sen’s government had shown troops in the
Phnom Penh area mobilizing Friday night.

Border crises 
Cambodia and Laos have generally warm rela-

tions as both had fraternal communist govern-
ments after 1975. Hun Sen said Friday that the

problem began in April when about 30 Laotian
soldiers entered a no-man’s-land on the border to
stop Cambodian military engineers from building
a road on what Cambodia maintains is its territory
in Stung Treng province.

Hun Sen’s critics have accused him of using
past border crises with Thailand to boost his pop-
ularity. Cambodia’s last major border disputes
were with Thailand from 2008 to 2011, and were
widely seen as benefiting Hun Sen politically, as
he was able to portray himself as a nationalist
protector of the country’s territory. His party won
a strong victory in the 2008 general election, but
lost seats in 2013 and is expected to face a strong
challenge next year. The state news agency of
Laos, KPL, reported Thongloun’s remarks on the
agreement by both sides to withdraw military
forces from the disputed area between the
Laotian province of Attapeu and Cambodia’s
Stung Treng.

“Today, we had frank talks in a friendly manner
and in order to restrain the situation in that area
from being intensified and consequently develop-
ing into military confrontations, I and Prime
Minister Samdech Hun Sen have agreed that the
Lao side will withdraw the remaining military
troops that have been left there since Prime
Minister Samdech Hun Sen ordered the stoppage
of building an access road in that area,” the
Laotian prime minister was quoted as saying.

He said he had ordered his country’s soldiers
to withdraw no later than Sunday morning, and
that Hun Sen was likewise ordering his troops to
stand down. Thongloun said at their joint news
conference that the two sides agreed that their
foreign ministries and border committees would
continue talks on demarcating the border where
markers have not yet been installed. —AP

PHNOM PENH: Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, second from right, walks as he
arrives from a trip to Laos at the airport. —AP

HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s official radio
station said it will replace its 24-hour BBC
broadcast with Chinese state-run program-
ming in a move critics yesterday said was a
step towards “mainlandisation”. The city’s
Radio Television Hong Kong has been
broadcasting the BBC World Service live
since 1978 but will replace it starting
September 4 with the China National
Radio Hong Kong Edition (CNR). Some see
the move as signs that the city is further
aligning itself with China.

“This is absolutely one step forward
towards mainlandisation in Hong Kong,”
pro-democracy lawmaker Claudia Mo told
AFP, adding that Chinese authorities may
feel that city residents were not patriotic
enough. “They should all be reigned in and
taught to feel Chinese,” Mo said of the
motive behind the move, which comes at a
time when many feel Beijing is squeezing
the semi-autonomous city’s freedoms.

Residents also took to social media to
decry the move, with Yu Yeuk-mui saying
on Facebook: “One more bad news! Hong
Kong is burning already”. Frustrations over
the city’s political and social developments
have led to the emergence of a new inde-
pendence movement calling for Hong
Kong to break from the mainland.

The unveiling of a controversial rail link
to the mainland last month which would

see a portion of the city come under
Chinese law has been the focus of the
most recent backlash, with critics saying
the city’s cherished freedoms are being
eroded. RTHK’s head of corporate commu-
nications Amen Ng said the CNR Hong
Kong edition is “tailor-made for Hong Kong
people”. “It will encourage the cultural
exchange between mainland China and
Hong Kong,” Ng said.

Bank teller Alex Yan agreed, saying the
benefits of the broadcast outweighed the
disadvantages as the new CNR program-
ming would offer residents an insight into
the lives of their northern neighbors. “It
can help them better understand the
things happening in China,” Yan, 21, said.
The CNR broadcast will include program-
ming in news, arts and culture, and lifestyle
mostly in Mandarin, with some programs
in Cantonese. The official language in
Hong Kong is Cantonese, while Mandarin
is the main language over the border.

RTHK said it will still be broadcasting
the BBC World Service, which residents use
as an English-learning tool, but it will
switch to another channel for eight hours
from 11pm onwards on a daily basis. Hong
Kong was handed back to China by colo-
nial ruler Britain in 1997 under a “one coun-
try, two systems” formula designed to pro-
tect its freedoms and way of life. —AFP
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