
SEOUL: Chinese President Xi Jinping made a plea for cool-
headedness over escalating tensions between the US and
North Korea in a phone conversation with US President
Donald Trump yesterday, urging both sides to avoid words
or actions that could worsen the situation. The call came
after Trump unleashed a slew of fresh threats against North
Korea on Friday, declaring the US military “locked and
loaded” and warning North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
that he “will regret it fast” if he takes any action against US
territories or allies.

Trump has pushed China to pressure North Korea to halt
a nuclear weapons program that is nearing the capability
of targeting the United States. China is the North’s biggest
economic partner and source of aid, but says it alone can’t
compel Pyongyang to end its nuclear and missile pro-
grams. The White House said in a statement that Trump
and Xi “agreed North Korea must stop its provocative and
escalatory behavior.” It also said that the two “reiterated
their mutual commitment to denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula.”

Maintain restraint 
State-run China Central Television quoted Xi as telling

Trump the “relevant parties must maintain restraint and
avoid words and deeds that would exacerbate the tension
on the Korean Peninsula.” But restraint was not the word of
the day on Friday as Trump sent out a cascade of unscripted
statements, including what appeared to be another red line
- the mere utterance of threats - that would trigger a US
attack against North Korea and “big, big trouble” for Kim.

North Korea’s Minju Joson newspaper, meanwhile,
lashed back at the US in an editorial yesterday. “The power-
ful revolutionary Paektusan army of the DPRK, capable of
fighting any war the US wants, is now on the standby to
launch fire into its mainland, waiting for an order of final
attack,” it said. DPRK stands for North Korea’s official name,
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. The tough talk
capped a week in which long-standing tensions between
the countries risked abruptly boiling over.

New United Nations sanctions condemning the North’s
rapidly developing nuclear program drew fresh ire and
threats from Pyongyang. Trump, responding to a report
that US intelligence indicates Pyongyang can now put a
nuclear warhead on its long-range missiles, vowed to rain
down “fire and fury” if challenged.

The North then came out with a threat to lob four inter-

mediate-range “Hwasong-12” missiles near Guam, a tiny
US territory some 3,200 kilometers from Pyongyang. At
the epicenter of the rhetoric, Trump’s New Jersey golf
course, the president seemed to put Kim on notice, saying,
“If he utters one threat in the form of an overt threat -
which by the way he has been uttering for years and his
family has been uttering for years - or he does anything
with respect to Guam or anyplace else that’s an American
territory or an American ally, he will truly regret it and he
will regret it fast.”

‘You know the answer’ 
Asked if the US was going to war, he said cryptically, “I

think you know the answer to that.” But Trump’s comments
did not appear to be backed by significant military mobi-
lization on either side of the Pacific, and an important, qui-
et diplomatic channel remained open. As a precaution,
Japan deployed missile defense batteries under the path a
North Korean missile might take.

Life on the streets of the North Korean capital,
Pyongyang, also remained calm. There have been no air
raid drills or cars in camouflage netting as has been the
case during previous crises. State-run media ensures that

the population gets the North Korean side of the story, but
doesn’t convey any sense of international concern about
the situation.

US officials say they will be going ahead with long-
scheduled military exercises with South Korea. Pyongyang
says it will be ready to send its missile launch plan to Kim
for approval just before or as the drills begin. Called Ulchi-
Freedom Guardian, the exercises are expected to run Aug
21-31 and involve tens of thousands of American and
South Korean troops on the ground and in the sea and air.
North Korea claims the exercises are a rehearsal for war, but
Washington and Seoul say they are necessary to deter
North Korean aggression.

Trump began his Friday barrage with an especially fiery
tweet: “Military solutions are now fully in place, locked and
loaded, should North Korea act unwisely. Hopefully Kim
Jong Un will find another path!” He later retweeted a post-
ing from US Pacific Command that showed B-1B Lancer
bomber planes on Guam that “stand ready to fulfill USFK’s
#FightTonight mission if called upon to do so.” “Fight
tonight” has long been the motto of US forces in South
Korea to show they’re always ready for combat on the
Korean Peninsula. — AP 
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Trump says US is ‘locked and loaded’
Xi: Avoid words that would exacerbate the tension 

In this image provided by the US Air Force, a US Air Force B-1B Lancer assigned to the 9th Expeditionary Bomb Squadron, deployed from Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, sits on the runway at Anderson Air Force
Base, Guam. — AP 

NEW DELHI: The Partition of India sparked one of
the greatest mass migrations in modern history, with
millions seeking sanctuary from the violence inside
ancient tombs and forts — transforming them into
sprawling refugee camps. More than 15 million peo-
ple were displaced following India’s independence
from Britain in 1947, with Muslims embarking for the
newly formed Pakistan as Hindus and Sikhs moved in
the opposite direction.

At least a million died along the journey, the rest
pouring into fetid camps erected in cities already
pushed to the brink by violence, looting and food
shortages. In New Delhi, where law and order had
almost completely broken down, tens of thousands
of Muslims sheltered behind the 16th-century walls
of Humayan’s Tomb waiting for safe passage to
Pakistan.

Tents were erected in the fine gardens surround-
ing the spectacular mausoleum — the inspiration for
the Taj Mahal — and spilled over to encircle the
smaller tombs dotting the Mughal-era complex. As
space became scarce whole families huddled togeth-
er with their life’s possessions on the exposed upper
levels of the grand courtyard of the enormous
domed monument itself.

The regal fountains at Humayan’s Tomb “became
so fouled with human dirt that they had to be filled
in with sand”, wrote historian Yasmin Khan in her
book ‘ The Great Partition’. The influx continued
unabated until refugees made up almost one-third

of the population of Delhi. Those arriving by foot,
train and tonga — horse-drawn carts — slept in mar-
ketplaces, under lean-tos or searched for space in
vast tent cities that sprung over all over the capital.

All walks of life 
One of the largest was at the ancient fort of

Purana Qila where refugees from all walks of life
camped “with their camels and tongas and ponies,
battered old taxis and luxury limousines”, wrote eye-
witness Richard Symonds as quoted in Khan’s book.
“The Delhi forts are landmarks for the Partition,” said
Guneeta Singh Balla, founder and executive director
of the 1947 Partition Archive. “The images of the
refugee camps there are still very dramatic.”

In parts of Punjab, the desert region split between
India and Pakistan, rationing was reduced to a single
chapatti a day as food shortages bit and begging
and starvation were widespread. Amritsar — less
than 30 kilometres from the new border — endured
horrific rioting, with areas like Katra Jaimal Singh and
Chowk Bijli Wala all but destroyed amid looting and
arson. Sikhs fleeing persecution sought refuge at
Khalsa College,  a  prestigious and picturesque
Victorian-era university built in the late 19th-century,
that staged as a relief camp. A new museum in
Amritsar is helping record and digitise Partition his-
tory. But in Delhi there is no memorial at the land-
marks that housed countless refugees to mark this
dark chapter in their centuries-old existence. — AFP 
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ALEXANDRIA:  The death toll from Egypt’s latest train dis-
aster rose to 41 yesterday as two drivers were questioned
and cranes worked to clear the stricken railway line
between Cairo and the Mediterranean city of Alexandria.
The drivers of the two trains that collided on Friday have
been held for questioning and four railway officials sus-
pended pending the results of a probe into its causes,
Transportation Minister Hisham Arafat told an Egyptian
broadcaster.

Under floodlights, rescue teams had combed wrecked
carriages all night for casualties. Transport ministry offi-
cials, quoted on state television, have said the crash in
farmland on the outskirts of Alexandria was probably
caused by a malfunction in one train that brought it to a
halt. The other train then crashed into it. Arafat had told
reporters at the scene of the accident that it was not yet
clear why the train had stopped, but suggested old traffic
signals were to blame.

“We have a big problem we had already announced,
which is old traffic signals. We are completely overhauling
them. This section here is being developed,” he said. An
injured passenger who was on the stationary train said its
departure had been delayed and that it kept stopping en
route. “It stopped every now and then between stations or
before stations for five minutes, I don’t know why,” the
man told Dream television station from his hospital bed.
“Everyone was scattered (by the collision), bodies were
flung around,” he said.

The toll from Friday’s accident when the two trains col-
lided near Alexandria rose to 41 dead, the health ministry
said yesterday. The accident also wounded 132 people,

with 79 being discharged after treatment while 53
remained in hospital yesterday, Health Minister Ahmed
Emad el-Din Rady said. A stream of ambulances had fer-
ried the injured, stretched out on the ground in a field
alongside the railway tracks, to Alexandria hospitals.

Workers used cranes to lift four knotted sheet-metal
carriages blocking the normally busy Cairo-Alexandria
line. One train had been heading to Alexandria from Cairo
and the other from Port Said, east along the coast.
President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi has sent his condolences to
the victims’ families and ordered a probe to “hold account-
able” those responsible for the disaster.

Chronic transport problems 
It was the deadliest train accident in the North African

country since a train ploughed into a bus carrying school-
children in November 2012, killing 47 people. That acci-
dent jolted the government which ordered an investiga-
tion and sacked the transport minister and the head of the
railway authority. The accident was blamed on a train sig-
nal operator who fell asleep on the job.

The probe, however, did not prevent further acci-
dents. Just months later, a train carrying military con-
scripts derailed, killing 17 people. Around a year later, a
collision between a train and a bus killed 27 people
south of the capital. They had been returning from a
wedding when the train ploughed into their bus and a
truck at a railway crossing. Egyptians have long com-
plained that the government has failed to deal with
chronic transport problems, with roads as poorly main-
tained as railway lines. — AFP 
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