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Age of luxury: London's
V&A to feature show 

on ocean liners
London's decorative arts and design muse-

um, the Victoria and Albert Museum, will
host a major exhibition on ocean liners

that includes relics from the Titanic. The exhibi-
tion that opens in February will explore the nos-
talgia for the golden age of ocean travel and its
portrayal in pop culture. Most notable among
its 250 showcased pieces is a diamond-and-
pearl Cartier tiara saved from the ship Lusitania
in 1915, as well as a panel fragment from the
Titanic's first-class lounge.

Architecture, engineering and fashion all fig-
ure prominently in the show. The exhibition,
now in the US, goes beyond the ships to look
into the lives of famous passengers such as
Marlene Dietrich and Elizabeth Taylor. It also
examines the work of artists, designers and
architects inspired by the ocean liner look. — AP

AMassachusetts museum's decision to part with 40 art-
works, including two by illustrator Norman Rockwell,
has touched off a debate over whether it's ever ethical

to sell pieces of the collection to pay the bills. The Berkshire
Museum in Pittsfield has come under intense national and
local pressure after announcing it's auctioning the art. Critics
say it's violating a cardinal rule of museums: Don't sell stuff to
pay the bills. "One of the most fundamental and long-stand-
ing principles of the museum field is that a collection is held in
the public trust and must not be treated as a disposable finan-
cial asset," the American Alliance of Museums and the
Association of Art Museum Directors said in a joint statement.
The sale would be an "irredeemable loss," they added.

Leslie Ferrin, who runs an area company that represents
artists, started a Facebook page for members of the local art
community opposed to the sale called "Save the art at the
Berkshire Museum of Natural History and Art." Members of the
group say they hope to convince the museum to change its
mind. "Selling gifts is against every moral and ethical stan-
dard" of running a museum, she said. At auction, the pieces
are likely going to be sold to private collectors, and the public
will lose access, Ferrin said. The sale is necessary to ensure the
museum's very existence, executive director Van Shields said.

The money raised will help establish a $40 million endow-
ment and pay for $20 million in renovations as the museum
refocuses its mission to become a more interdisciplinary and
interactive institution more dedicated to history and science.
"We are facing an existential threat. We needed to adapt,
migrate or go extinct," he said. The art being auctioned
includes works by Albert Bierstadt, Alexander Calder and
Charles Wilson Peale, but it's the Rockwell oil paintings that
have stirred the deepest emotions. "Blacksmith's Boy -Heel
and Toe" and "Shuffleton's Barbershop" were gifts to the
museum from Rockwell himself, who called the region home
for the last 25 years of his life.

Changed dramatically
Laurie Norton Moffatt, director of the nearby Norman

Rockwell Museum, has come out in opposition to the sale.
"For the museum's leadership, the potential price that these
irreplaceable artistic treasures could fetch seems to have
obscured their very rich role in the life of the Berkshires," she
wrote in an opinion piece in The Berkshire Eagle newspaper.
Shields respects the opinions of those opposed to the sale,
and said he and the museum's trustees "knew we were going
to be pilloried," but added that the auction is a done deal.

When the Berkshire Museum opened in 1903, it was the
cultural beacon of the region. It was founded by Zenas Crane,
a member of the family that owned Crane & Company, a
paper manufacturer that to this day supplies paper used to
make US currency. Now it's overshadowed by the region's
world-renowned museums, including the Clark Art Institute,
the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art and the
Norman Rockwell Museum. "The cultural landscape has
changed dramatically and the Berkshire Museum has not
adapted to that change," Shields said.

Selling the works was not a decision made lightly. It was a
two-year process that involved multiple focus groups, multi-
ple retreats by the board of trustees (which includes a mem-
ber of the Crane family) and input from hundreds of members
of the community, Shields said. By switching its focus to sci-
ence and history - and yes, some art will remain - the Berkshire
Museum can fill a currently empty cultural niche in the region.
Those opposed to the sale are in the minority. "We've received
overwhelming support for this," he said. — AP

Nightmare at the museum: Art 
auction triggers ethics dispute

By Carey J Williams

For mountain bikers, North Dakota's Maah Daah Hey
Trail is such a treasure that people come from all over
to experience it. I drove with friends more than 1,000

miles (1,600 km) to ride 100-plus miles (160 km) of the sin-
gle-track trail,  which is no wider than a bike. And we
weren't the only non-Dakotans traveling long distances to
do it. We met folks from Philadelphia, Minneapolis, Denver,
Montana and Wyoming. The MDH is located where the
Great Plains meet the Badlands. To use North Dakota's state
slogan, it's legendary. It connects the northern and south-
ern units of Theodore Roosevelt National Park in the west-
ern part of the state.

With elevation changes of over 10,000 feet (3,000 meters),
only the fiercest of athletes complete the trail in one day, usu-
ally for the annual MDH 100 race (this year, Aug 5). We opted
for a multi-day, self-supported trip. That's the essence of
bikepacking - or backpacking by bike.

Within the first hour of leaving the northern trailhead, we
knew we'd be tested by the rugged landscape. The unrelent-
ing climbs, sheer cliffs along the exposed layers of the
Badlands, switchback descents and grassy plateaus with
panoramic views were going to be our repeating scenery for
three days. After a two-hour opening night ride due to a late

start, it took us three full days of 10 to 12 hours on the bikes to
complete the trail. A fourth day would have made it a more
relaxing experience with various side trips to the China Wall,
Ice Caves and Roosevelt's Elkhorn Ranch.

Bikepackers carry the same gear as backpackers with the
addition of tools and spare bicycle parts. Ideally, the gear
(including a multi-tool, chain breaker, spare tubes, tire levers,

patch kit, chain lube and pump) should be distributed equally
around the bike because riding single-track trails demands
your attention and balance. When the narrow track zigzags,
the bike needs to follow as riders become one with the trail.
The ideal bike would be a hardtail (with or without suspen-
sion) mountain bike with 27.5 or 29-inch wheels and bags for
the frame, fork, handlebar and seat post.

But we're proof you don't need top-of-the-line gear to
complete the trail. Two of our three riders used panniers,
meaning saddlebags on racks over rear tires, though they
did face more mechanical issues on 15-year-old bikes than
the gearhead of the group. Plus the width of the bikes with
panniers tended to disrupt the tall western wheatgrass and
dense brush along the trail, leading to stops for tick checks
and broken bike parts. Resting points were key to a success-
ful trip, especially between the hottest times of day, 2 pm to
4 pm. The cooler, north-facing slopes and pockets of wood-
ed draws were natural pit stops - usually in a grove of leafy
cottonwood trees.

Sag wagons
The drier, south-facing buttes lent themselves to purple

coneflowers, prairie roses, bright yellow blooming prickly pear
cactus and the easily-recognizable yucca plant with its tall
stalks. The wildflowers provided a contrast to the browns and

greens dominating the landscape. One note of caution for this
season: The area is experiencing a drought. A wildfire recently
closed part of the MDH trail along with two campgrounds, but
at the end of July, all sections were open.

We each carried a total of 4 to 6 liters of water in daypacks,
frame cages and luggage bags. Each campsite (CCC, Bennett,
Magpie, Elkhorn, Wannagan, Buffalo Gap, Sully Creek), located

at least 18 miles (29 km) apart, had hand-pumped drinking
water. There are also water-cache sites that can be stocked
before the trip by driving on dirt roads. The campsites can be
accessed on those roads, making it possible for exhausted rid-
ers to catch a ride back to town or for sag wagons - support
vehicles - to greet pampered riders at the end of the day with
a cold beverage.

Finding the campsites was a breeze with wooden fence
posts placed on the trail within sight of each one. Roosevelt
first came to the area to hunt buffalo but later returned to
work as a rancher while working through grief for his late
mother and wife, who died the same day in 1884. "The farther
one gets into the wilderness," he said, "the greater is the
attraction of its lonely freedom."—AP

Photo shows Drew Redman attempting an unassisted
crossing of a deeper-than-it-looks creek with Ryan
Johnson supervising. — AP photos

Photo shows Ryan Johnson leading Drew Redman on the
single-track trail that makes the Maah Daah Hey Trail, in
western North Dakota, a popular destination for moun-
tain bikers.

Photo shows Drew Redman and Ryan Johnson riding on the riverbed of the Little Missouri River in western North
Dakota.

Legendary biking on North 
Dakota's Maah Daah Hey trail

'The greater is the attraction of its lonely freedom'

Photo shows Drew Redman taking a break along the Maah Daah Hey Trail. 

Photo shows Drew Redman pumping water for Ryan Johnson's various containers.

Photo shows clay sticking to a bike tire after a rain-
storm on the Maah Daah Hey Trail near Medora,
North Dakota as Ryan Johnson is returning to his
riding group to give a trail-conditions update. 

If You Go...
GETTING THERE: The town of Medora is the jump-

ing-off point for the Maah Daah Hey trail and Theodore
Roosevelt National Park. The CCC campground, the
northernmost part of the MDH, is located about 70
miles (113 km) north of town along Highway 85.

OFF THE BIKE: The Medora Musical, a Western-style
musical show, runs all summer at the Burning Hills
Amphitheatre. The Bully Pulpit golf course, just outside
Medora, was named one of America's top 100 public
courses by Golf Digest in 2013.

TIPS: Visitors with bikes - even walking or carrying
them - are not permitted on Theodore Roosevelt Park's
non-motorized trails. There are alternative routes
around the park's north and south sections.


