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Stevie Wonder and Green Day will headline a concert in
New York to mobilize support for efforts to eradicate
global poverty as President Donald Trump proposes

sweeping foreign aid cuts. "Happy" pop star Pharrell Williams,
chart-topping electronic duo The Chainsmokers and alterna-
tive rockers The Killers will also play the Global Citizen Festival
in Central Park on September 23, organizers announced yes-
terday. Wonder said the festival came at a "crucial time,"
adding in a statement: "When we commit ourselves to life
issues, we are showing love of the Most High."

The festival has drawn A-list stars annually since 2012 as
the largely young audience presses world leaders for commit-
ments to development as they gather in New York for the UN
General Assembly. The 2017 edition comes in a sharply differ-
ent political climate even as needs mount amid crises ranging
from intractable wars in Syria and Yemen to hunger on the
Horn of Africa. Global Citizen CEO Hugh Evans said the timing
was critical-after Trump's shock win and Britain's vote to exit
the European Union but also amid a rejection of right-wing
populism in elections in France and The Netherlands.

"Now is a hugely important point for there to be a line
drawn in the sand that says foreign aid matters, investing in
education matters, investing in food and hunger matters,"
Evans told AFP. The festival, which has expanded over the past
year to India and Germany, is free of charge with fans earning
tickets by taking actions such as writing letters to their gov-
ernments.  Hoping to expand its reach, the festival for the first
time will be proceeded by a Global Citizen Week of discus-
sions, films, art and music around New York.

Evans said the festival wanted to reach out to people,
including political centrists, who believed in the possibility of
making change in the world. "In the same way that extreme
poverty has been halved in the past 30 years while I've been
alive, actually in the next 30 years we can end it all together,"
he said.

Progress 'impossible' with Trump cuts 
The United Nations has set the Millennium Development

Goals whose targets include eradicating malnutrition, ensur-
ing universal access to drinking water and providing equal

educational opportunities to girls by 2030. But Evans said it
would be "virtually impossible" to achieve the goals if the
United States implements Trump's plans. He wants to slash
foreign aid by one-third while ramping up military spending
as part of his "America First" platform. US lawmakers, including
some from Trump's Republican Party, support assistance in
areas such as HIV/AIDS. But Evans said there was still a risk of
major reductions in US aid, even if not by the same margins
proposed by Trump.

The United States is the world's largest economy and
donor in absolute terms, although many European nations
give more in public funds on a per capita basis. Alongside
pressing for sustained US aid, the latest festival will seek sup-
port for the Global Partnership for Education, which promotes
schooling in poor countries-an area where progress has
lagged behind some health areas. Other acts to play the
Global Citizen Festival include folk rockers The Lumineers, soul
singer Andra Day, rising Canadian pop songwriter Alessia Cara
and rapper Big Sean. — AFP

Wonder to lead concert to protect global aid

File photo shows musician Stevie Wonder performs during
a free pop-up concert in Philadelphia.

File photo shows Billie Joe Armstrong of the band Green Day performs on ABC's "Good Morning America" 2017 Summer
Concert Series in New York. 

File photo shows The Chainsmokers' Alex Pall, left, and Drew Taggart perform in Austin, Texas. — AP photos

"Harry Potter" author JK Rowling, an
outspoken critic of US President
Donald Trump, apologized yester-

day for suggesting he ignored a child in a
wheelchair at a White House event. The British
writer-like Trump a prolific user of Twitter-used
the social network to admit she had been mis-

taken and apologize "unreservedly" to the boy
and his family. "Re: my tweets about the small
boy in a wheelchair whose proffered hand the
president appeared to ignore in press footage,
sources have informed me that was not a full or
accurate representation of their interaction," she
wrote.

"I very clearly projected my own sensitivi-
ties around the issue of disabled people being
overlooked or ignored onto the images I saw
and if that caused any distress to that boy or
his family, I apologize unreservedly." On July
24, Trump and Vice President Mike Pence host-
ed several families who the White House said
had been "heavily burdened" by Obamacare,
including the little boy and his mother.
Rowling had deplored "how stunning, and
how horrible" it was that Trump seemed to
ignore him. She has since deleted those
tweets, although they were published by the
Daily Mail website. A video posted on the
White House website clearly shows the presi-
dent bending down to talk to the child. — AFP

Edward Enninful took over as editor of
British Vogue yesterday, launching a
new Snapchat edition as he seeks to

reinvigorate the fashion bible that one ex-
staffer warned was losing its relevance. The
45-year-old former model and stylist is the
101-year-old magazine's first male, first black
and first gay editor, and is known for his
political activism, provocative shoots and A-
list friends. He has lost no time in bringing in
a new team, including his close friend, model
Naomi Campbell, award-winning filmmaker
and artist Steve McQueen and Grace
Coddington from US Vogue and is also
launching a new Snapchat edition 

"British Vogue is a great magazine with a
legacy of creativity and innovation," he said.
"I look forward to continuing to produce an
exciting beautiful magazine for its readers."
On his first official day in the job, the maga-
zine made its debut on Snapchat's Discover
platform, promising editions on the applica-
tion three times a week as it seeks to reach
out to new audiences. Many more changes
are expected from the new boss, who cuts a
sharply different figure from his predecessor,
Alexandra Shulman, who edited Vogue for
25 years. While she is a down-to-earth figure
who largely avoided the spotlight, Enninful
regularly posts updates on social media of
his celebrity lifestyle. His dog Ru, a Boston
terrier named after drag artist RuPaul, has
more than 11,000 followers on Instagram.
Jonathan Newhouse, head of Vogue publish-
er Conde Nast International, described
Enninful as "an influential figure in the com-
munities of fashion, Hollywood and music
which shape the cultural zeitgeist".

'Irrelevant for most people' 
Several senior staff members have left

Vogue since Enninful's appointment was
announced in April. One newspaper dubbed
it a "Posh Girl exodus" that looks set to
change the largely white, middle-class and
female face of the magazine. But one of

those who was fired, fashion director Lucinda
Chambers, has acknowledged the need for
change-admitting she had not read the
magazine for years. Saying the clothes fea-
tured in fashion shoots were "irrelevant for
most people-so ridiculously expensive", she
also warned it had lost its authority.

"In fashion we are always trying to make
people buy something they don't need," she
said in a candid interview with industry pub-
lication Vestoj.com. "We don't need any more
bags, shirts or shoes. So we cajole, bully or
encourage people into continue buying."

'Revitalize the brand' 
Born in Ghana and brought up in west

London with five siblings, Enninful was
scouted as a model at the age of 16, and
began his career as a stylist. He became the
youngest fashion director in the industry
when he joined i-D, a British youth culture
magazine, at the age of 18. He later worked
at Vogue US and as contributing editor at
Vogue Italia, before moving to "W" magazine
as creative and fashion director in New York
in 2011. Enninful has long pushed for greater
diversity in fashion, creating a ground-break-
ing "All Black" issue for Vogue Italia in 2008.
He has styled next year's Pirelli calendar fea-
turing exclusively black stars including
actress Lupita Nyong'o and rapper-turned-
businessman Diddy. Enninful also helped
orchestrate a short film in protest against US
President Donald Trump's travel ban, entitled
"I am an immigrant" and starring 81 fashion
figures. Enninful was awarded an OBE for
services to fashion last year-after which
Campbell and Kate Moss threw him a huge
party. "In his attitude towards celebrity and
social media, Enninful is something  of a
bridge between the traditional fashion
establishment and the next generation," the
Business of Fashion website wrote in an edi-
torial earlier this year. —AFP

Rowling sorry after accusing 

Trump of ignoring disabled boy

File photo of British author JK Rowling as
she poses for the photographers during
photo call to unveil her new book, entitled:
'The Casual Vacancy', at the Southbank
Centre in London. — AP

New boss starts
restyling British Vogue

Not long ago, the only homes in which
you'd see big, bold art hanging on the
walls tended to be those of serious col-

lectors. For everyone else, filling up a blank
space meant going with something attractively
innocuous that didn't jangle with the sofa color.
But something exciting is happening; we're los-
ing our trepidation over hanging larger wall art
with more impact. "Personal platforms like
Instagram and Pinterest, and online forums like
Core77 and Dezeen have made it really easy for
people to find and share pictures of things they
love," says Alyson Liss-Pobiner of the New York
firm Dineen Architecture + Design. 

"I really love using Instagram to share our
own work, and images that we find beautiful,
interesting and inspiring," she says. "As a result,
images of designer projects have become much
more accessible and reach much larger audi-
ences." Caleb Anderson, principal at Drake
Anderson Interiors in New York, says a room
doesn't look finished without art.' "Artwork
establishes mood, defines personality and
impacts emotion," he says. It can connect fur-
nishings and architecture, and draw people into
a space. "Oversize pieces work particularly well

above a sofa or bed," he says. "Large art makes
an impactful statement in an entry or at the end
of a long corridor, making the otherwise void
hall an interesting destination of its own." 

Large-format work can create focus points
throughout a home, making an impression
"without creating a lot of visual noise," Liss-
Pobiner says. When you're positioning large art,
she says, don't be afraid to try something differ-
ent. "In our room at Kips Bay Decorator's
Showhouse this year, we centered the bed on
one wall with a large sofa on the opposite wall,"
she says. They then placed a large blue concave
mirror from Bernd Goeckler Antiques above the
sofa, but slightly to one side. "The convention is
to center the wall art above the furniture, but by
'freeing up' that wall with an asymmetrical com-
position, we were able to keep the eye moving
around the room," she says. Large-scale art with
typography can be affordable and add a dose of
humor, say Mat Sanders and Brandon Quattrone
of Consort Design, a bicoastal design firm.

"If you're looking to take the room in a more
sophisticated direction, we also love large,
painterly abstract pieces," the duo said in an
email. Their online shop includes the figurative

expressionist work of Kristen Giorgi of Atlanta's
NG Collective Studio, and Los Angeles artist Matt
Maust's kinetic mixed-media work. 

Anderson has some source suggestions, too,
including the Loretta Howard Gallery in
Manhattan.  "They represent artists from some of
my favorite movements and often in dramatic
scale. I'm drawn to abstract expressionism, op
art, minimalism and color field movements," he
says. He also recommends New York gallery
Danese/Corey for its large-scale paintings by
artists of note, like Larry Poons and Connie Fox,
and suggests 3-D compositions by artists such
as Jeff Zimmerman, Matthew Solomon and
Olafur Eliasson as alternatives to conventional
paintings on canvas.  

For budget-friendly pieces, Anderson recom-
mends Saatchi Art, Twyla, ArtStar and @60".  Liss-
Pobiner cited a wide variety of galleries and
websites for researching, buying and framing
art. "We've had good luck finding interesting
work on Etsy as well," she says. — AP

Home decorators embrace big, bold wall art

This photo provided by New York based Dineen Architecture + Design, shows a room designed by Dineen at the Kips Bay Decorator's Showhouse in
New York. — AP photos

This undated photo shows a  New York living room designed by
Drake/Anderson, where large scale art plays a starring role in the
decor scheme.


