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CARSON: Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti speaks at the podium as he announces a deal has been reached with the International Olympic Committee to host the 2028 Summer Olympics during a news conference with LA 2024 Bid Chairman Casey
Wasserman (L) City Council President Herb Wesson and Janet Evans olympian and vice chair of LA2024 (R) looking on at StubHub Center on Monday, in Carson, California.  —AFP

LA agrees to host 2028 Games, Paris set for 2024
LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles announced its
intent to host the 2028 Olympics on Monday,
paving the way for Paris to host in 2024 in a deal
hailed as a win-win-win for both cities and the
Olympic movement.

“I am proud to announce the Olympic Games
are coming back to the United States of
America,” Los Angeles mayor Eric Garcetti said at
ceremony at the StubHub Center stadium. “In
2028, we are bringing the Games back to LA,
one of the great capitals of the Olympic move-
ment. A city that has always been a Games
changer and will be again in 2028.”

Los Angeles had been in a race with Paris to
follow Tokyo 2020 as the 2024 host with the win-
ner to be named by the IOC on September 13 in
Lima. But the possibility that Los Angeles would
abandon a 2024 bid and instead accept the
2028 Games has been growing since the IOC
decided in July that it would attempt to award
both Games at its Lima meeting.

Paris had remained insistent on hosting in
2024, on the 100th anniversary of the city’s 1924

Olympics. LA officials, who had put forward a
$5.3 billion bid for 2024, said an agreement had
been reached with the IOC on financial consid-
erations that would make waiting an extra four
years feasible.

Bid chief Casey Wasserman said the IOC had
waived various fees and payments that could
ultimately save LA organizers millions. The IOC
will also advance $180 million to LA organizers
to lessen the impact of the longer leadup time,
money that normally wouldn’t be disbursed
until closer to the Games kickoff.

“The IOC contribution as stipulated by the
HCC is $1.8 billion and has the potential to
exceed $2 billion according to the evaluation
of the LA bid committee when taking into
account the estimated value of existing spon-
sor agreements to be renewed and potential
new marketing deals,” the bid committee said
in a statement.

Garcetti added: “This deal was too good to
pass up.” The deal will bring the Games back to
Los Angeles for a third time, after the city hosted

in 1932 and 1984. The agreement must still be
approved by the Los Angeles City Council and
the United States Olympic Committee-both of
which backed the 2024 bid.

City Council president Herb Wesson, an
enthusiastic supporter of the Games, said the
council committee on the Games would thor-
oughly vet the new proposals before making its
recommendation to the full council for a vote
hopefully within two weeks.

Local backing is crucial to the success of any
Games, but federal government support is also
key since the national government will play a
key role in security.

Wasserman singled out the support of US
President Donald Trump as helping to bring the
Games back to the United States. The USA last
hosted the Summer Olympics in Atlanta in 1996
while the Winter Games were held in Salt Lake
City in 2002.

Garcetti said that if all goes according to
plan, LA is confident it will receive 100 percent
support by IOC members in Lima for a bid that

relies largely on existing infrastructure and fea-
tures iconic venus such as the Memorial
Coliseum-slated once again to host athletics.

IOC president Thomas Bach also said he was
confident any remaining hurdles could be
cleared. “We are very confident that we can
reach a tripartite agreement under the leader-
ship of the IOC with LA and Paris in August, cre-
ating a win-win-win situation for all three part-
ners,” he said. “This agreement will be put for-
ward to the IOC Session in Lima in September
for ratification.”

‘AT THE FINISH LINE’ 
The IOC’s efforts to streamline the bidding

process didn’t help boost the number of candi-
dates for 2024. Boston was first selected by the
USOC as a prospective host but dropped out
amid local opposition and money concerns.
Hamburg, Budapest and Rome also pulled out of
the race.

“In sports terms, there is no other metaphor
it was a marathon,” Garcetti said of the arduous

process. “Today, we are at the finish line.” Paris,
which will also be hosting the Games for a third
time, endured the disappointment of failed bids
in 1992, 2008 and 2012.

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo said on Twitter:
“Happy that my friend @MayorofLA has made an
important new step on an agreement that will
have three winners: 

Paris, Los Angeles and the IOC #Paris2024.”
Garcetti downplayed any risk involved in taking
on the Olympics so far in advance, saying politi-
cal or economic setbacks in the interim, or even
a natural disaster such as an earthquake, would-
n’t prove fatal to the preparations.

“Los angeles is resilient,” Garcetti said. “I’m
not worried about those things. We aren’t
going to see sports go away. We’re not going to
see stadiums disappear. “When you look at
those risks, sure in some scenario if the entire
Earth falls apart probably the Olympics aren’t
happening in Los Angeles. “But short of that,”
Garcetti said, “We’re going to have a great
Games here in LA.” — AFP

LONDON: The IAAF is not ready to lift Russia’s suspension from
track and field competitions as the country fails to fully accept the
findings of an investigation into its state-sponsored doping scheme.
A meeting of the international track and field federation’s member
associations in London tomorrow will be asked to maintain the ban
on Russia that was imposed in 2015 after World Anti-Doping Agency
investigator Richard McLaren exposed how failed drug tests were
covered up.

Rune Andersen, the IAAF’s Russia taskforce chairman, wants
assurances that the McLaren report’s findings “have been properly
acknowledged and addressed, and there will be no repetition.”

The Russian athletics federation “has not yet demonstrated to
the satisfaction of the taskforce that it has established a strong anti-
doping culture within its sport, or that it has created an open envi-
ronment that encourages whistleblowing,” Andersen said in his lat-
est report to the IAAF Council on Monday.

Andersen acknowledged in the document that Russia is making
progress in cleaning up its doping culture, including “satisfactory
cooperation” with French criminal authorities in an investigation,
but says action is still required in key areas. A “small number” of ath-
letics disciplinary cases that were ongoing in 2015 remain unre-
solved, a “few” athletes flagged in WADA’s doping investigation are
yet to be interviewed, and Anderson is concerned that banned
coaches ar still working in the sport.

“There is a long way to go until they can conduct the testing
which we consider to be meaningful,” Andersen told reporters. “We
are working with the Russians on the changing culture.  There are
some good movements now started from the athletes themselves
wanting to change, but they haven’t shown and demonstrated to us
that this is in place.”

IAAF President Sebastian Coe is leaving Andersen’s taskforce to
decide when Russia should be allowed back into the track and field
fold. “Although there is progress, there is still more work to be done,”
Coe said.  The only Russians competing at the world championships
in London, which begin Friday, are those cleared to compete as neu-
trals after the IAAF assessed their history of drug testing.  The 19 ath-
letes given exemptions include three former world champions, but
they won’t be allowed to wear national colors and the Russian
anthem won’t be played if they win gold. —AP

IAAF not ready to lift 
Russia’s suspension BARCELONA: Barcelona is worried, very worried, that

Neymar might be headed to Paris-Saint Germain. The Brazil
striker is expected to be at practice today, but no one seems
to know if he’ll accept a world record transfer or show up for

training. Just in case, Barcelona is making moves to protect
26 million euros ($30.7 million) that would be paid to
Neymar if he stays in Spain, according to a club official.

The official, who spoke on customary condition of

anonymity, said “given doubts concerning the future of the
player and while the situation is resolved” the money is
being held from Neymar. “What the club does with the
money, it does not know yet, given the uncertainty of the
future,” the official told The Associated Press.

The 25-year-old Neymar would be due the money now
as per his contract renewal last year.  But the amount is tiny
compared to the 222 million euros ($262 million) that PSG
would have to pay to trigger the release clause included in
Neymar’s contract.

Neymar is supposed to arrive in Barcelona yesterday
after some publicity events in China both personal and for
Barcelona. He is scheduled to return to training at
Barcelona’s training grounds just outside the city today.
There are growing rumors that Neymar, who has had four
seasons of winning trophies and scoring spectacular goals
at Barcelona, will bolt for PSG.

Part of the gossip surrounding the possible transfer is
that Neymar was to meet with doctors in Qatar for a med-
ical. PSG is owned by a Qatari company.

But the Barcelona official said the “club is not aware of
any medical exam of the player with PSG.” Neymar’s father,
who acts as his agent and is also named Neymar, arrived in
Barcelona on Monday. He was swarmed by journalists at the
airport but revealed nothing about his son’s intentions.

Neymar also remained mum about his future while play-
ing for Barcelona during its preseason tour in the United
States before heading off to Shanghai to boost his brand as
a fashion icon. Last year, Neymar signed a contract exten-
sion with Barcelona through 2021, with his buyout clause
increasing to the current 222 million euros and 250 million
($288 million) by 2018. The bonus Barcelona is now trying
to protect is from that deal.

If PSG does sign Neymar, the cost of the transfer would
more than double the 105 million euros (then $116 million)
that Manchester United paid a year ago for France midfield-
er Paul Pogba.

PSG starts its season on Saturday, while Barcelona has
until Aug 13. Two weeks ago, Barcelona president Josep
Bartomeu told the AP that Neymar “is not on the market.” He
then told ESPN that if Neymar “wants to go . then they will
have to pay the clause, right down to the last euro.” —AP

Barcelona has ‘doubts’ about Neymar’s future 
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