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SRINAGAR: Indian forces killed a top mili-
tant commander in Kashmir yesterday, trig-
gering clashes in which one protester was
killed and dozens injured. Abu Dujana, a
senior fighter from the Pakistan-based mili-
tant group Lashkar-e-Taiba, was killed dur-
ing a raid near Srinagar in the disputed
Indian-held territory of Kashmir.

Indian troops and police special coun-
terinsurgency forces surrounded the village
of Harkipora after a tip off that the militant
and an aide were hiding in a house. A fierce
gunfight followed, police sources said. The
26-year-old Dujana, who was renowned for
evading capture, was considered an “A++”
target by security forces, who hailed his
death a “major achievement”.

A house which the militants used was set
ablaze by soldiers and another was blown up
with heavy explosives, witnesses said. A
police officer, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said Dujana’s aide was a
teenaged local rebel and that bodies of the
two militants were charred “nearly beyond
recognition”. As news of Dujana’s killing
spread, thousands of Kashmir residents came
out onto the streets and clashed with gov-
ernment forces, throwing stones at them. 

Troops retaliated by firing tear gas, pellet
guns and bullets, killing a young man and
injuring at least 70 others, witnesses and a
police officer said. A woman nurse was
wounded by a bullet inside a hospital in
Pulwama town, south of Srinagar, when gov-

ernment forces fired at protesters who had
assembled outside, a hospital source said.
Hundreds of students and residents clashed
with police in Lal Chowk, the main commer-
cial centre of Srinagar, where shopkeepers
downed shutters and panicked parents
rushed to collect their children from schools.
The government ordered all schools, col-
leges and universities closed for the day.

Hunted for years 
Security officials say Dujana, who crossed

from Pakistan-administered Kashmir in
2010, was the longest surviving fighter in
the Indian-controlled territory and used his
popularity to escape military traps and
mount attacks on security forces.

He had a reputation for being “a master
of disguise” who escaped at least five previ-
ous military cordons. “He (Dujana) kept
weapons and ammunition stashed away in
different areas and moved like a civilian dis-
guised as a student and sometimes as a
labourer,” a resident of south Kashmir, who
declined to be named, told AFP.

The militant also appeared at the funer-
als of slain colleagues at least twice, but
gave police and troops the slip. “He knew
the territory like the back of his hand. He
was very, very mobile,” a police officer said
on condition of anonymity. His death is one
of the biggest blows to Kashmiri separatists
since the death of another commander,
Burhan Wani, in July last year.

Wani’s killing sparked months of wide-
spread protests against Indian rule and left
nearly 100 civilians dead and thousands
injured. Since then, stone-throwing civilians,
sometimes entire communities, have
increasingly gone out onto the streets to
support rebels trapped by military cordons
in a bid to help them escape. Kashmir has
been divided between India and Pakistan
since the end of British colonial rule in 1947.
Both claim the Himalayan territory in full.
Militant groups, including LeT, have for
decades fought roughly 500,000 Indian sol-
diers deployed in the territory, demanding
independence or a merger with Pakistan.
Tens of thousands, mostly civilians, have
died in the fighting. — AFP 
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GAUHATI: In this Feb. 1, 2017 file photo, an Indian farmer works in his paddy field in Roja Mayong village. — AP 

NEW DELHI: When Rani’s husband died by drink-
ing pesticide, he left the family in debt.  But even if
they could pay off the loans, Rani said their farming
days are over. “There are no rains,” said the 44-year-
old woman from drought-stricken Tamil Nadu, one
of hundreds of farmers protesting in the capital for
more government support. “Even for drinking, we
get water only once in 10 days.”

A study suggests India will see more such
tragedies as climate change brings hotter tempera-
tures that damage crops and exacerbate drought.
For every 1 degree Celsius (1.8 degrees Fahrenheit)
of warming above 20 degrees C (68 degrees F) dur-
ing the growing season in India, there are 67 more
suicides on average, according to the findings pub-
lished Monday in the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, or PNAS.

The message “is that farming is an inherently
risky occupation, with annual incomes often held
hostage to the weather, and it’s getting riskier in
the era of climate change,” said Vikram Patel, an
Indian psychiatrist and mental health expert with
Harvard Medical School in Boston who was not
involved in the study. Experts said the study’s find-
ings should raise alarms, especially with India’s
average temperatures expected to rise another 3
degrees C (5.4 degrees F) by 2050. That will bring
more erratic weather events, more drought and
stronger storms. “Anything that will affect occupa-
tional stability is going to affect farmers’ mental
health,” Patel said.

Many factors 
Farming has always been considered a high-risk

profession, and a single damaged harvest can drive
some to desperation. With agriculture supporting
more than half of India’s 1.3 billion people, farmers
have long been seen as the heart and soul of the
country. But they’ve also seen their economic clout
diminish over the last three decades. Once
accounting for a third of India’s gross domestic
product, they now contribute only 15 percent of
India’s $2.26 billion economy.

There are many factors that can contribute to sui-
cide, including poor crop yields, financial devasta-
tion or debt, access to easy methods of self-harm, or
a lack of community support. In India, many farmers
will drink toxic pesticides as a way out of backbreak-

ing debt, with the government in some cases guar-
anteeing monetary aid to their surviving families.
That provides a perverse incentive for suicide,
“rewarding people who end their lives by paying
family compensation, but only if they die,” Patel said.

“We may not be able to stop the world from
warming, but that doesn’t mean we can’t do some-
thing to address suicide,” including providing more
financial stability and paying more attention to
mental health, he said. The study released Monday
should make those efforts even more urgent,
experts said. “It provides evidence for a causal
pathway - from unfavorable weather to poor crop
yields to rural misery to increased suicide,” said Dr.
Howard Frumkin, a University of Washington envi-
ronmental health professor who was not involved
in the study. “With climate change bringing
increasingly chaotic weather in many places, this
causal pathway is likely to intensify.”

India’s farms are already hit regularly by strong
storms, extreme drought, heat waves and other
extreme weather events. Some still rely on rainfall
rather than irrigation to water their crops.
Scientists have shown that extreme weather events
are already increasing as the planet warms. For the
study, researcher Tamma Carleton looked at suicide
data from India’s National Crime Records Bureau
between 1967 and 2013, along with data on agri-
cultural crop yields and on temperature change.

“I estimate that warming temperature trends
over the last three decades have already been
responsible for over 59,000 suicides throughout
India,” writes Carleton, who studies agriculture and
resource economics at the University of California,
Berkeley. In other words, warmer temperatures
were a factor accounting for a 6.8 percent increase
in suicides, the study says.

She noted limitations in the study, including an
inability to differentiate between urban and rural
suicides because the crime records bureau only
began classifying farmer suicides in 1995. Other
experts also noted that the actual number of sui-
cides may be higher than the crime database
counted, but said these concerns were unlikely to
undermine the study’s core findings. India’s farm-
ers, often complaining about being ignored, hold
frequent protests to demand better crop prices,
more loan waivers and even water delivery systems

to guarantee irrigation during dry spells.
Sometimes, they stage sit-ins or dump truckloads
of vegetables onto highways to disrupt traffic.

Human skulls 
For the past month, hundreds of farmers - some

carrying human skulls they say are from farmers
who committed suicide in the drought-stricken
southern state of Tamil Nadu - have been staging
what they say will be a 100-day protest in a central
New Delhi square to “prevent the suicide of farmers
who feed the nation.”

The government recently introduced legislation
to subsidize crop insurance aimed at reducing
some of the financial risk faced by farmers who
take out loans to buy seeds and agrochemicals. But
experts note there is almost no discussion about
mental health as it relates to India’s farming com-
munity. Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh
told lawmakers Thursday there were 11,458 farmer
suicides in 2016 - the lowest number in two
decades. It was also a year of mild temperatures
and normal monsoon rains.

He acknowledged that the number of farmer
suicides had gone up by about 9 percent in each of
the previous two years, both of which were marred
by drought. The crime bureau found that 58 per-
cent of the 12,602 farmer suicides in 2015 were
driven by bankruptcy, indebtedness and other
farming-related issues. Most of the victims were
marginal cultivators or small-farm holders with less
than 2 hectares (5 acres) of land.

“Suicides occur due to extreme economic
despair,” said MS Swaminathan, a geneticist whose
work on high-yield rice and wheat crops helped
drive India’s Green Revolution in the 1960s. His
research in the late 1980s found that a 1 degree C
(1.8 degree F) temperature rise reduced a crop’s
duration by about one week, causing losses in the
overall weight of harvest. 

His foundation works to find farming solutions
not only to rising heat, but also to drought or salin-
ity from coastal sea rise. Given these growing risks,
he said, government policy has a large role to play.
“Suitable crop insurance and a prompt compensa-
tion of losses due to climate-related factors will
help to avoid a sense of hopelessness that leads to
suicide,” Swaminathan said. — AP 

Farmer suicides rising in India 

as climate warms, study shows

Farmers have long been the heart and soul of India

BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping issued a
tough line on national sovereignty yesterday
amid multiple territorial disputes with his
country’s neighbors, saying China will never
permit the loss of “any piece” of its land to out-
siders. Xi’s declaration came during a nearly
one-hour speech in Beijing marking the 90th
anniversary of the founding of the People’s
Liberation Army, which has formed a key pillar
of support for the ruling Communist Party
since 1927 and is the world’s largest standing
military, with 2.3 million members.

“The Chinese people treasure peace and we
absolutely do not engage in invasion and
expansion. However, we have the confidence
to conquer all forms of invasion,” Xi told gov-
ernment leaders and current and retired PLA
members gathered at the hulking Great Hall of
the People, the seat of the legislature that sits
beside Tiananmen Square.

“We absolutely will not permit any person,
any organization, any political party - at any
time, in any form - to separate any piece of
Chinese territory from China,” Xi said to
applause. “No one should expect us to swallow
the bitter fruit of damage to our sovereignty,
security and development interests.” Xi made
no reference to any specific conflicts or dis-

putes during his address, which focused largely
on the PLA’s growth from a scrappy guerrilla
force fighting Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalists
and Japanese invaders into one of the world’s
most powerful, if largely untested, militaries.

However, China is currently engaged in a
weeks-long border standoff with Indian forces
near the countries’ disputed border high in
the Himalayas, with Chinese spokesmen
demanding that Indian troops withdraw to
avoid a clash potentially worse than the brief
but bloody war the two fought in the region
in 1962. China has also long been embroiled in
a contest with Japan over East China Sea
islands, as well as with five other governments
over competing claims to territory in the
strategically vital South China Sea. Beijing also
threatens to use force to conquer Taiwan if
peaceful enticements prove insufficient. China
considers the self-governing democratic island
Chinese territory. 

In his speech, Xi also emphasized that the
military’s highest loyalty is to the ruling
Communist Party, underscoring the PLA’s key
role as regime preserver through crises such as
the bloody suppression of 1989 pro-democracy
protests at Tiananmen Square. Top Chinese
leaders have consistently rejected calls to make

the PLA loyal to the government and people
instead. “The people’s army will resolutely safe-
guard the leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party and our country’s socialist system, res-

olutely safeguard national sovereignty, security
and development interests, and resolutely safe-
guard regional and world peace,” Xi said. The
speech followed a parade Sunday at a training

ground on the edge of the Gobi Desert during
which Xi donned fatigues and declared that the
military has the “confidence and capability” to
ensure China’s sovereignty, security and national
interests. Xi, who commands the PLA as chair-
man of the Central Military Commission, has fre-
quently spoken of his “China Dream” to restore
China to a leadership position in international
affairs with a modern, far-reaching military force
to match. The parade at the Zhurihe base in Inner
Mongolia featured troops and advanced
weaponry, and was another forceful indication of
Xi’s iron grip over the PLA and every other politi-
cal power base within the party ahead of a piv-
otal congress this autumn that will award him a
second five-year term as leader.

That followed similarly high-profile military
reviews in Beijing in 2015 and Hong Kong in
June. Last week, Xi bestowed newly created
“Aug. 1” honors on servicemen in a further eleva-
tion of the armed forces’ stature. Xi and his pred-
ecessors engineered a radical upgrading of the
PLA’s capabilities through years of double-digit
percentage increases in the defense budget,
making China the world’s second-largest military
spender after the United States, although
growth has slowed alongside a cooling of the
overall economy. — AP

SEOUL: North Korea has been condemned
and sanctioned for its nuclear ambitions,
yet has still received food, fuel and other aid
from its neighbors and adversaries for
decades. How does the small, isolated coun-
try keep getting what it wants and needs?

Some put its success down to the
extraordinary nuclear blackmail skills of a
country whose leaders could be buying
food instead of bombs and missiles. Some
see the willingness of outsiders to help
people in desperate need, regardless of
how odious the government that rules
them is, and others credit the feeling in
South Korea that aid could improve ties.

North Korea has had gradual economic
growth in recent years and doesn’t appeal
for foreign humanitarian assistance as
much as it did in the past. Despite multiple
rounds of UN sanctions, its leader, Kim Jong
Un, has defiantly pushed his scientists to
develop nuclear-tipped missiles capable of
reaching the US heartland. It test-launched
two intercontinental ballistic missile in the
past month, and once Kim perfects such
weapons, he may to try to extract bigger
concessions from Washington. An examina-
tion of how a country that frustrates and
infuriates much of the world manages to
get what it wants:

NUKES FOR AID
A relentless pursuit of nuclear weapons

has been a major source of the country’s
ability to pull in aid and concessions. Since
the North Korean nuclear crisis first started
in 1993, its government has agreed to sev-
eral now-dormant disarmament-for-aid
deals. One accord was signed with the
United States following bilateral talks in
Geneva in 1994, while others were struck
with several regional powers including
Washington during on-and-off multilateral
forums that lasted from 2003 to 2008.

Under those deals, North Korea halted
atomic activities or disabled key elements
of its weapons programs in return for secu-
rity guarantees, heavy fuel shipments,
promises of power-producing nuclear reac-
tors and other aid. Despite it all, nothing
has led to North Korea substantially dis-
mantling its nuclear program. Washington
accused North Korea of cheating and
covertly continuing its atomic work, while
the North often accused the United States
and others of failing to provide aid on time.

SOUTH KOREAN SUNSHINE
Seoul, though the North’s bitter enemy,

has also helped its neighbor regularly.

During the Sunshine Era of inter-Korean
detente from 1998 to 2008, liberals in Seoul
espoused greater reconciliation. 

This was welcome in North Korea, which
had depended on outside handouts to
feed many of its 24 million people and
revive an economy devastated by a famine
that killed hundreds of thousands in the
mid-1990s.

South Korea shipped hundreds of thou-
sands of tons of rice and fertilizer to North
Korea annually and engaged in coopera-
tion projects that became some of the few
legitimate sources of foreign currency for
the North. The value of the cash and goods
provided to North Korea during that time
was $6.8 bill ion, according to Seoul’s
Unification Ministry.

Liberals credit their engagement with
lowering border animosities and allowing
two landmark inter-Korean summit talks and
emotional reunions of families separated by
war. Critics question whether South Korean
aid and investment reached those who
needed it most or instead helped finance
the North’s weapons programs. Seoul’s large
humanitarian assistance programs and
cooperation projects were suspended after
conservatives came to power in 2008.

CHINESE SUPPORT
China is widely seen as crucial to US-led

efforts to strip North Korea of atomic
bombs. China accounts for about 90 per-
cent of North Korea’s trade, and it sends
about 500,000 tons of crude oil to North
Korea, mostly for free, every year. China and
Russia are also the two biggest hubs for
tens of thousands of North Korean workers
dispatched abroad - another key source of
income for the North.

Critics say Beijing has never fully imple-
mented U.N. sanctions on the North out of
worries that a North Korean collapse could
cause a wave of refugees to cross the bor-
der into China and American troops to
move into the North. China is frustrated
with North Korea, whose nuclear ambitions
put Beijing in an awkward international
position, but the Kim government still best
serves China’s national interests. Some
believe even a brief suspension of Chinese
oil would cause chaos in the North and
force Kim to change. “If China stopped
sending fuel shipments for just two to
three weeks after the North’s first ICMB
launch on July 4, North Korea would not
have dared conduct a second firing,” said
analyst Cheong Seong-Chang at South
Korea’s Sejong Institute. — AP

N Korea’s evolving to get 

what it wants and needs

In this July 4, 2017, file photo distributed by the North Korean government shows
what was said to be the launch of a Hwasong-14 intercontinental ballistic missile,
ICBM, in North Korea’s northwest. — AP 

Xi: China will never permit loss of ‘any piece’ of land

BEIJING: Chinese paramilitary policemen march outside the Great Hall of the People after
attending a ceremony to commemorate the 90th anniversary of the founding of the
People’s Liberation Army. — AP 


