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UNITED NATIONS: George and Amal
Clooney plan to help nearly 3,000 Syrian
refugee children go to school this year in
Lebanon, where the United Nations says
around 200,000 Syrian refugee children
are out of education. More than one mil-
lion Syrians-including over 500,000 chil-
dren-are registered as refugees in
Lebanon after fleeing the devastating

war that has lasted more than six years in
neighboring Syria.

UNICEF said Monday that close to
200,000 Syrian refugee children in
Lebanon are out of school. Human
Rights Watch estimates the number at
more than 250,000. The nearly 3,000
Syrian children’s education will be fund-
ed through a $2.25 million partnership

announced by The Clooney Foundation
for Justice with Google, in addition to a
$1 million technology grant from HP.

The partnership with UNICEF will help
seven public schools educate the stu-
dents, who are not currently in school,
and will support a pilot of technology
tools in these schools for refugee and
Lebanese children, the Clooneys said.

“Thousands of young Syrian refugees are
at risk-the risk of never being a produc-
tive part of society. Formal education
can help change that,” the couple said in
a statement. “We don’t want to lose an
entire generation because they had the
bad luck of being born in the wrong
place at the wrong time,” they added.

More than 330,000 people have been

killed in Syria since war broke out in
March 2011 with anti-government
protests that have evolved into a com-
plex proxy war. The Clooneys welcomed
their first children-a twin boy and girl-in
Britain last month. Amal Clooney, a
prominent British-Lebanese human
rights lawyer, married her Hollywood
movie star husband in 2014. —AFP
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ANKARA: Defendants Kemal Batmaz (first row, C) and Akin Ozturk (second row, C) and other defendants are accompanied by gen-
darmerie as they arrive for their trial at Sincan Penal Institution at the 4th Heavy Penal Court. —AFP 

SINCAN: Nearly 500 people appeared in court
yesterday in the biggest trial yet of suspects
from Turkey’s failed coup, facing charges of con-
spiring to oust the government from an air base
seen as the plotters’ hub. Forty-one of those held
were marched into the court outside Ankara
one-by-one in a long line in front of television
cameras and the public, with each suspect held
by two members of the Turkish gendarmerie
and flanked by an armed soldier.

People chanted “we want the death penalty!”
and some threw nooses towards the suspects.
The death penalty has been abolished in Turkey
since 2004. There were also chants of “martyrs
don’t die, the nation won’t be divided”.  Some
people threw water bottles, an AFP reporter
said. Nazan Aytop, who came to court to make
sure the blood of the 249 victims of the coup
“was not given in vain” said she hoped the
“accused will  be given the sentence they
deserve.” 

A total of 486 suspects have been indicted in
the case and almost all-a total of 461 — are
held in custody while seven are still on the run
and the remainder charged but not in jail.
During the tense opening hearing, veterans
and relatives of those killed on the night of the
coup bid booed the suspects’ lawyers, Dogan
news agency reported. Some lawyers hit tables
to protest the “physical intervention” by some
of the victims’ families as they walked past
them, the agency said.

‘Order to bomb parliament’ 
The suspects are accused of running the coup

bid from the Akinci air base northwest of the capi-
tal, which the authorities regard as the headquar-
ters of the plotters where orders were sent out for
fighter jets to bomb parliament. They are charged
with crimes ranging from murder, violating the
constitution and attempting to kill President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. If convicted, they face life
imprisonment.

Among the main suspects named in the
indictment but still on the run is US-based Muslim
cleric Fethullah Gulen, who is accused of ordering
the attempted July 15, 2016 putsch. Gulen, who is
based in a secluded compound in the US state of
Pennsylvania, strongly denies the charges. Those
held in custody include former air force chief Akin
Ozturk who, like several suspects, is also on trial in
another case related to the coup bid.

Another chief suspect is theology lecturer Adil
Oksuz, whom Turkish officials accuse of being the
so-called “imam” of the plot by coordinating the
action on the ground in Turkey with Gulen.
Businessman Kemal Batmaz is meanwhile
accused of assisting Oksuz. Oksuz was detained
following the coup’s defeat, but was subsequently
released and is now on the run. Batmaz is in cus-
tody in Sincan prison outside Ankara.

Batmaz led the line of suspects into court wear-
ing a cream shirt with black trousers followed by
Ozturk wearing a grey shirt and black trousers.
Chief of Staff General Hulusi Akar and other senior

commanders were held hostage at the base dur-
ing the coup attempt before they were freed on
the morning on July 16. The base was seen as the
coup bid headquarters where commands were
given for the F-16 fighter jets to attack and fly
them above the capital. The Turkish parliament
was bombed three times by F-16s.

Largest courtroom 
The trial is taking place in Turkey’s largest

courtroom established inside a prison complex in
Sincan to hear coup-related trials and has space
for 1,558 people. The courtroom has previously
hosted mass trials related to the coup bid includ-
ing one which opened in February of 330 sus-
pects accused of murder or attempted murder.

And in May, 221 suspects were put on trial
accused of being the ringleaders of the failed
coup. The attempted coup left 249 people dead,
the Turkish presidency says, not including 24
coup-plotters killed on the night. There was
heavy security including 1,130 security person-
nel inside and outside the courtroom, according
to state-run news agency Anadolu, as well as
snipers, armored security vehicles and a drone.
The trial is one of several held across Turkey
judging coup suspects, in the largest legal
process in the country’s modern history. Over
50,000 people have been arrested over alleged
links to Gulen in a wide-scale crackdown under
the state of emergency imposed following the
coup. —AFP
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CAIRO: Ghada Tosson waits anxiously out-
side an Egyptian high school in the Helwan
district south of Cairo as her daughter with
Down’s syndrome sits her end-of-year
exam. Winning the chance to sit standard
high school tests took years of fighting in a
country where people with mental disabili-
ties are often marginalised and receive little
assistance. “I’m so proud. We’ve been fight-
ing for 18 years for this moment. She sat
the exam like any other high schooler,” says
Tosson. “No matter the result, it’s proof that
it can happen.”

She is visibly moved as her daughter
comes out of the school, smiling and look-
ing serene. Out of Egypt’s population of
around 93 million, an estimated 14 million
have some form of disability, says Eglal
Chenouda, director of the SETI Center, a
section of Catholic charity Caritas which
supports the disabled. Three-quarters of
them have a mental disability, she says. The
organizations helping them are few and far
between.

“Most of them are staying at home,
deprived of any services,” she says, adding
that only two to three percent of them
receive the services they need. But activists
are working to tackle public ignorance
around mental disability and the stigma it
carries-something they say is as important
as providing services.

Integration 
That is a core part of the mission of SETI,

which stands for “Support, Education,
Training for Inclusion”. Fighting stigma is a
big part of the battle. Tosson says that
when she was looking for nursery schools
she had to contact at least 50 before she
found one that would enroll her daughter.
At SETI’s toddler section, four-year-old
Yassin does learning activities under the
care of his mother Hoda Abdelkhalek and a
Caritas trainer.

Focused, the young boy with Down’s
syndrome stacks colored rings around a
cone. Abdelkhalek says the family found
out about his disability the day he was

born.  “It was very hard,” she says. “(The doc-
tor) told us ‘your son is Mongolian’,” a term
used in many countries for people with the
syndrome but which many consider
derogatory. Hospital staff advised her to
isolate the baby in a separate room several
times a day and limit his contact with his
older brothers.

At SETI, she was taught the opposite.
Staff urged her to integrate Yassin into the
daily life of his family and the neighbor-
hood. Chenouda says it is important to
change public attitudes, convince people
that disability is a rights issue and to
“include the disability issue in all services”.
But the services provided by organizations
like SETI fall far short of the huge demand.

‘Not enough 
Egypt has just 68 institutions able to

provide care for the mentally disabled, says
Khaled Aly, who heads the rehabilitation
department of the ministry of social soli-
darity. “It’s not enough compared to the
number of mentally disabled people, but
we’re on the right track,” he says. Aly says a
new bill set for a parliamentary vote next
year will  give the government more
responsibilities and improve communica-
tion between the health and education
ministries.

He adds that the ministr y already
organizes workshops in villages in rural
Upper Egypt to “inform and sensitize” peo-
ple to issues of mental disability. Other ini-
tiatives in the country have shown that
integrating the disabled into Egyptian
society is both possible and beneficial.
Olfat Salem has been organizing cultural
and sports activities for the mentally dis-
abled at the Alexandria Sporting Club for
20 years.  “ The famil ies used to be
ashamed; they would come at the club
late at night, sit in a dark corner,” she says.
Playing sport transformed the children,
she adds. “Receiving a medal gives them
happiness you could not imagine. It gives
them self-confidence. And now the fami-
lies are proud of them as well.” —AFP
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CAIRO: An Egyptian boy with disability does activities at the SETI center
(Support, Education, Training for Inclusion), a section of Catholic charity
Caritas. —AFP

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates’
national airline said yesterday that it is
working with Australian police in their
investigation into an attempted air-
plane attack, suggesting it may have
been a potential target. Australian
authorities have said they thwarted a
credible terrorist plot to down an air-
plane by smuggling a device onboard.
They have provided few details, includ-
ing the precise nature of the threat or
any airlines involved.

Etihad Airways, the smallest of three
long-haul Gulf carriers that fly to
Australia, confirmed its involvement in
the probe in a brief statement. “The
Etihad Airways aviation security
(AVSEC) team is assisting the Australian
Federal Police (AFP) with its investiga-
tion and the matter is ongoing,” it said.
“Etihad is complying fully with the
enhanced security measures at airports

in Australia and monitoring the situa-
tion closely. Safety is the airline’s num-
ber one priority.”

The Abu Dhabi-based carrier
refused to elaborate on its role in the
probe or confirm whether one of its
planes was targeted. Etihad operates
direct flights to four Australian cities:
Brisbane, Melbourne, Perth and Sydney.
The airline has built strong ties to the
country, buying a stake in alliance part-
ner Virgin Australia, featuring down-
under stars including Nicole Kidman in
advertising campaigns and sponsoring
Melbourne’s soccer team and its home
stadium.

Australian media outlets have
reported that the conspirators wanted
to target a flight to the Middle East,
possibly the Emirati city of Dubai, but
they failed to get the device onboard
so changed their focus to an Australian

domestic airline. Etihad’s hub in Abu
Dhabi is 130 kilometers from Dubai’s
main airport, the world’s busiest for
international flights.

Dubai-based Emirates, the largest
Mideast carrier, has not responded to
requests for comment on the investiga-
tion. Police arrested four men in raids in
Sydney late Saturday - two Lebanese-
Australian fathers and their sons- in
connection with the investigation.
Australia’s Nine Network television
reported yesterday that one of the sus-
pects had tried to check in on an inter-
national flight, and that might have
been a test run to see if they could get
a meat grinder on board as carry-on
luggage. Officials have refused to com-
ment on media reports that the plot
was to conceal explosives or chemicals
that would emit toxic gas inside a piece
of kitchen equipment. —AP

KUALA LUMPUR: Activists and
authors in Muslim-majority Malaysia
reacted with outrage yesterday after
authorities banned a book aimed at
promoting moderate Islam, as con-
cerns mount about growing conser-
vatism. The book, “Breaking The
Silence: Voices Of Moderation-Islam
In A Constitutional Democracy”, is a
collection of essays whose publica-
tion was organized by a group of
prominent Muslim Malaysians push-
ing a more tolerant form of Islam. 

The ban, signed by Deputy Prime
Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, said
that printing or possessing the book
was  “likely to be prejudicial to public
order” and “likely to alarm public
opinion”. Anyone breaching the ban
on the book-which was published in
neighboring Singapore-can be jailed
for up to three years. Malaysia rou-
tinely bans books, movies and songs
that may contain sensitive material
regarding religion or sex, but critics
say the government has been clamp-

ing down harder in recent times.
The book was the brainchild of a

group of high-ranking former civil
servants and diplomats known as
the “G25”-for the number of its
founding members-which was
formed to push back against intoler-
ance, and some of the essays were
written by its members. Chandra
Muzaffar, one of the authors featured
in the collection, said the ban
showed the government’s “authori-
tarian approach to Islam”.

“It’s a collection of essays which is
intended to show that extremists
and bigoted thinking on matters
pertaining to the practice of Islam in
the country should be combated in
an intellectual manner,” he told AFP.
Marina Mahathir, a rights activist and
daughter of former long-serving pre-
mier Mahathir Mohamad, said the
ban-signed last week-was aimed at
silencing government critics. “It is
about silencing anybody who has a
different view,” she said.

Critics say the government clamp-
down on anything deemed un-
Islamic has accelerated in recent
times as Prime Minister Najib Razak’s
party seeks to appeal to its Muslim
Malay base amid speculation elec-
tions could be called in the coming
months. In July the hit song
“Despacito” was banned on state TV
and radio due to its racy lyrics after
pressure from an Islamic political
party. More than 60 percent of
Malaysia’s population of over 30 mil-
lion are Muslim, but the country is
also home to significant religious
minorities. —AFP
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KUALA LUMPUR: In this photo illustration taken in Kuala Lumpur, a
man holds the book “Breaking The Silence: Voices Of Moderation -
Islam In A Constitutional Democracy”.  —AFP
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SYDNEY: Police direct locals around a block of flats in the Sydney suburb of Lakemba yesterday, after
counter-terrorism raids across the city at the weekend. —AFP


