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KUWAIT: Many stories of courage and sacrifice high-
light the fight for Kuwait’s liberation from the brutal
August 2, 1990 Iraqi occupation, where martyrdom was
a shared duty amongst men and women in the resist-
ance movement.

Asrar Al-Gabandi, Wafaa Al-Amer, and Suad Hasan are
a few of the women known for their heroic and active
stances in defiance of occupation, who dedicated their
lives to the freedom of their home from brutal oppres-
sors. Official figures provided by the Martyr’s Office show
that 89 women in total sacrificed their lives amid the ter-
rible six-month ordeal, including 67 Kuwaitis, eight
bedoons (stateless), two Bahrainis and one national from
each of Egypt, Jordan and India. According to Fatima Al-
Ameer, Amiri Diwan secretary and the office’s director-
general, Sanaa Al-Fodari was shot dead by Iraqi soldiers
just six days after Baghdad launched an offensive to cap-
ture its tiny neighbor to the south. Fodari is regarded as
the first woman to have lost her life in the occupation
after taking to the streets to protest her country’s right of
independence under the leadership of the late Amir
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. “She (Fodari)
was speaking on behalf of all Kuwaitis, generally speak-
ing, and women, in particular, as she shouted ‘Kuwait is
for the Kuwaitis, our Amir is Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah’,” Ameer said.

Kuwaiti women were mostly involved in the ad hoc
administration of several utilities like hospitals and gro-
cery stores, earlier in the conflict, and later, helped in

efforts to distribute food and money to struggling
Kuwaiti families. These included Asrar Al-Gabandi, Wafaa
Al-Amer and Suad Hasan, said Ameer. The office listed
another 77 women as martyrs, who died as a result of
inadequate healthcare, explained Al-Ameer.

The mother of Suad Hasan said that she, along with
her daughter, a devout Muslim, were arrested by Iraqi
soldiers in January of 1991. The Iraqi soldiers released
the mother but kept Suad behind bars in light of her
role in the distribution of food to families. Suad spent a
month being transferred across several prisons before
she was found dead on the ground in a square in the
Kuwait City suburb of Kaifan after receiving the penalty
of execution. 

Martyred children
Twenty seven years after the invasion, Kuwaitis still

remember the 41 young and innocent souls of children
who were killed by the hands of Iraqi soldiers. The children,
considered as martyrs, were the purest example of how
Kuwaitis sacrificed everything to maintain their identity
against the Iraqi aggression.  Speaking on the issue, Ameer
said that the children were brutally murdered by invading
Iraqi troops who did not recognize the sanctity of the
human beings. Amongst those martyred were Mansour Al-
Ibrahim, Abdullah Al-Fuzai, Sulaiman Al-Luhaib, Mansour Al-
Mansour, and others who were teenagers at the time of
their martyrdom, said Ameer who indicated that some of
them were executed simply because they were chanting in

favor of the late Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and the lawful Kuwaiti
government.

Children paid the price of
their loyalty to Kuwait such
as in the case of Luhaib who
protected a resistance cell by
claiming the ownership of
arms and thus was executed,
said Al-Ameer who indicated
that the Iraqi troops did not
discriminate between infants
or teenagers when they
committed their crimes.

Remembering the sacri-
fice made by his brother Abdullah Al-Fuzai, Hamad Al-Fuzai
said that Abdullah was killed on January 15, 1991 after
being recruited by a resistance group. Abdullah was 14
when he was killed, said his brother, noting that his sibling
was tasked with helping people in Farwaniya area and also
worked at the cooperative society in the area.

The bodies of Abdullah and his childhood friend
Mansour Al-Mansour were discovered at Kaifan area, a sight
which was very common in Kuwait during the heinous inva-
sion, said Hamad Al-Fuzai. Despite the passage of time,
Kuwaiti martyrs of all ages are still remembered for their
sacrifices by all people living in the free and sovereign State
of Kuwait. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait marks today the 27th anniversary
of the Iraqi 1990 brutal invasion, that severely and
harshly sought to efface the identity of the country.
Since the early hours of the invasion, the Kuwaiti
government and people utterly rejected the fla-
grant aggression, and Kuwaitis, both at home and
overseas stood by the side of their legitimate leader-
ship to defend their country, freedom and sover-
eignty.  During the invasion, the Iraqis adopted a
scorched-earth policy, setting fire to 752 oil wells,
digging trenches and filling them with oil as a barri-
er against the US-led international coalition troops.

But thanks to the wise leadership of the late
Amir His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the late Father Amir His Highness Sheikh
Saad Al-Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, and His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah - who was a Foreign Minister - and with the
assistance of the Kuwaiti people, Kuwait was able to
gain support of the international community and to
achieve liberation.

As soon as the aggression took place, the world
condemned it and the UN Security Council issued a
host of decisive resolutions, starting with Resolution
660, which demanded an immediate withdrawal of
the Iraqi forces from Kuwait. Then other ones fol-
lowed under Chapter VII of the UN Charter. The Arab
and international stances adopted similar stances,
demanding immediate withdrawal of aggressors,
and holding the Iraqi regime accountable for all the
damages caused by the invasion.

His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
being in charge of the foreign ministry portfolio,
played a key role for mobilizing the Arab and inter-
national support to Kuwait’s legitimacy, thanks to
his long experience as Kuwait’s chief diplomat since
1963. Over the long years, he had managed to
establish strong ties with the UN, its affiliate organi-
zations and member states. Sheikh Sabah’s hard
and sincere efforts for the nation proved fruitful, as
he managed to gain the world’s support for ousting
the aggressors, liberating Kuwait and restoring the
nation’s legitimacy and sovereignty.

Policy towards Iraq 
In the years that followed the invasion, more

precisely 1990 to 2001, Kuwait’s foreign policy
towards Iraq was based on certain constants, mainly
established in line with the UN Security Council res-
olutions issued before and during the crisis. One of
these was the council’s Resolution 687 of 1991.Until
2003, the main features of this policy were: Saddam
Hussein’s regime could not be trusted or dealt with;
the Iraqis were victims of a dictatorial regime; and
Kuwait would stand by the side of the Iraqis, as
Arabs and Muslims. “We distinguish between the
Iraqi regime and the Iraqi people, and we are out-
raged that the people of our neighboring country
must endure poverty and starvation,” His Highness
Sheikh Sabah had remarked. He stressed that
Kuwait would carry on with helping the Iraqi people

after the invasion, especially for the refugees in the
north and south. His Highness Sheikh Sabah’s
famous proclamation on August 4, 1998 was in
response to allegations by the Iraqi regime that
Kuwait was behind the international sanctions on
the government of Baghdad. “We are not a super
power to force the (UN) Security Council to lift, or to
keep sanctions on Iraq,” His Highness Sheikh Sabah
said, noting that “Iraqis residing in Kuwaiti live with
dignity and respect.”

On November 23, 1998, during a visit by Egypt’s
former minister of foreign affairs Amr Moussa, His
Highness Sheikh Sabah said: “Kuwait does not plan
inflicting any harm on Iraq or its people, and over-
throwing the Iraqi President Saddam Hussein is an
internal affair that Kuwait will not interfere with.”

Humanitarian principles
Thanks to the humanitarian principles that

Kuwait and the people have adhered to, the Kuwaiti
relief aid have been flowing into Iraq since 1993.
Prompted by His Highness Sheikh Sabah’s direc-
tives, the Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) pro-
vided assistance to the refugees at home and in Iran
in April, 1995.  Following the liberation war of Iraq in
2003, Kuwait hurried with relief and humanitarian
aid to the refugees there, as a major donor to the
country. In April 2008, Kuwait donated $1 million to
the UN refugee agency to support its operations for
alleviating the suffering of the Iraqi people who
lacked basic needs, food, water and health care.

Then, in November 2010, Kuwait announced

providing $1 million to the agency to offer aid to
the homeless Iraqis who were forced to seek safer
places. During the 65th session of the Social,
Humanitarian and Cultural and Social Committee of
the UN General Assembly, Kuwaiti diplomat Hassan
Shaker Abulhassan, stressed the prime importance
of the humanitarian side in the issue of the Iraq
refugees. Providing those with protection and
ensuring their safety and security is a shared
responsibility of the international community,
Abulhassan said then. Amid the rise of the number
of displaced Iraqis and the deterioration of their
conditions, Kuwait on July 11, 2014, donated $3 mil-
lion to the UN refugee agency in humanitarian aid
for Iraq, and in 2015 presented $200 million for the
same purpose. In 2016, and ahead of the Muslim
fasting month of Ramadan, Kuwait distributed
12,000 food packages through its charity organiza-
tions in Iraq’s Kurdistan region. The same year, the
KRCS offered 40,000 rations of food to the displaced
Iraqis in the region. Also during a conference for
Iraq’s donors in Washington, July 2016, Kuwait
pledged $176 million to the Iraqi people. The UN
Security Council highly appreciated Kuwait’s contin-
ued support to realize stability in Iraq.

Most recently, after the Iraqi government
announced the liberation of Iraq’s city of Mosul from
the so-called Islamic State (IS), July 2017, Kuwait
expressed readiness to host an international confer-
ence for the reconstruction of the liberated regions,
in line with the country’s long-established principles
of supporting “Arab brothers.” —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Destruction left by the invading Iraqi army at Al-Seif Palace. —KUNA photos Total destruction inside the National Assembly’s main hall.

Destruction left at the historic Mubarakiya Market.

Kuwaiti oilfields set on fire by invading Iraqi troops during the 1990 invasion.

Heavy damage at Kuwait International Airport.

Al-Shuwaikh Beach during the invasion.


