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LONDON: South Africa’s Dean Elgar plays a shot off the bowling of England’s Toby Roland-Jones on the fifth day of the third Test match between England and South Africa at The Oval cricket ground in London, yesterday. — AP

Ali hat-trick sees England thrash S Africa
LONDON: Moeen Ali became the first bowler in
The Oval’s 100 Test-history to take a hat-trick as
England wrapped up a crushing 239-run win in the
third Test against South Africa on Monday.

Victory put England 2-1 up in this four-match
series, with just the fourth Test at Old Trafford start-
ing on Friday to come. After having Dean Elgar
(136) and Kagiso Rabada (nought) caught at first
slip by Ben Stokes with the last two balls of his 16th
over, off-spinner Ali ended The Oval’s landmark
match when he had Morne Morkel lbw with the
first ball of his next over-although England had to
first review umpire Joel Wilson’s not out decision.

“I was very confident it was out, as soon as it hit
his pad,” Ali told Sky Sports of his hat-trick delivery.
“It was a great feeling.” Ali’s treble saw him become
the 13th England bowler to take a hat-trick at this
level, with South Africa’s second innings the first in
the 140-year history of Test cricket to include four
first-ball ducks.

South Africa, set a mammoth 492 for victory,
were all out for 252 after lunch, with Worcestershire
all-rounder Ali taking four for 45. “What a way to
celebrate the 100th Test at this ground,” said
England captain Joe Root.

He added that England’s first-innings batting,
with man-of-the-match Stokes making 112 and for-
mer captain Alastair Cook 88 in a total of 353, had

laid the platform for an emphatic success. “I think
the way we batted in the first innings was really
important and set a good benchmark for us.

“Alastair Cook’s innings was crucial-we could
have gone five or six down but the way he played
was brilliant.” The way this series has see-sawed-
England won the first Test at Lord’s by 211 runs and
South Africa took the second at Trent Bridge by 340
runs-will give the Proteas hope of bouncing back in
Manchester. 

“At no point have we made excuses-we know
Trent Bridge wasn’t good enough, we’ve respond-
ed,” said Root.

PHILANDER BLOW 
South Africa were hampered by key seamer

Vernon Philander, the man-of-the-match at Trent
Bridge, being off the field for much of this Test with
a viral infection. “It’s obvious to say that someone
like Vernon Philander missing out on that first
innings was costly, so they got 100 runs too many
in that innings, but you have to say the English
team batted well,” said South Africa captain Faf du
Plessis. South Africa resumed yesterday on 117 for
four, with left-handed opener Elgar (72 not out)
and Temba Bavuma (16 not out) having already
helped the Proteas recover from 52 for four on
Sunday. Victory was all but beyond South Africa,

with no side having made more to win in the
fourth innings of a Test than the West Indies’ 418 for
seven against Australia at St John’s in 2003.
Middlesex seamer Toby Roland-Jones, who had fol-
lowed up his stunning Test debut bowling innings
return of five for 57 by dismissing star batsman
Hashim Amla cheaply for the second time in the
match on Sunday, eventually ended a stand worth
108 runs.

His full-length delivery struck Bavuma on the
pad as the diminutive batsman got only half-for-
ward. Aleem Dar ruled not out but England
reviewed the experienced Pakistani umpire’s deci-
sion and Bavuma had to go for 32 after a defiant
innings of more than two hours.

There was no need for a review next ball as
South Africa’s 160 for five became 160 for six when
Philander inexplicably padded up to Roland-Jones
and was plumb lbw. The 30-year-old Elgar, batting
with a bruised finger, battled on for his eighth cen-
tury in 38 Tests by lofting Ali over mid-off for a 16th
four in 149 balls. But Chris Morris, who survived
Roland-Jones’s hat-trick delivery, fell to the last ball
before lunch when he edged Ali to man-of-the-
match Stokes to leave the Proteas 205 for seven.
Elgar’s more than five-and-half hours at the crease
ended when he prodded forward to Ali and Stokes
did the rest. —AFP

SCOREBOARD

England 1st Innings 353 (B Stokes 112, A Cook
88; M Morkel 3-70, K Rabada 3-85)
South Africa 1st Innings 175 (T Bavuma 52; T
Roland-Jones 5-57, J Anderson 3-25)
England 2nd Innings 313-8 dec (J Bairstow 63, T
Westley 59, J Root 50; K Maharaj 3-50)

South Africa 2nd Innings (overnight 117-4, tar-
get 492)
H. Kuhn b Broad 11
D. Elgar c Stokes b Ali 136
H. Amla c Root b Roland-Jones 5
Q. de Kock b Stokes 5
F. du Plessis lbw b Stokes 0
T. Bavuma lbw b Roland-Jones 32
V. Philander lbw b Roland-Jones 0
C. Morris c Stokes b Ali 24
K. Maharaj not out 24

K. Rabada c Stokes b Ali 0
M. Morkel lbw b Ali 0 
Extras (b4, lb7, nb4) 15
Total (all out, 77.1 overs, 341 mins) 252
Fall of wickets: 1-21 (Kuhn), 2-47 (Amla), 3-52 (De
Kock), 4-52 (Du Plessis), 5-160 (Bavuma), 6-160
(Philander), 7-205 (Morris), 8-252 (Elgar), 9-252
(Rabada), 10-252 (Morkel)
Bowling: Anderson 13-3-26-0; Broad 16-4-47-1;
Roland-Jones 18-4-72-3; Stokes 14-1-51-2 (4nb);
Ali 16.1-5-45-4.
England: Alastair Cook, Keaton Jennings, Tom
Westley, Joe Root (capt), Dawid Malan, Ben
Stokes, Jonny Bairstow (wkt), Moeen Ali, Stuart
Broad, Toby Roland-Jones, James Anderson.
Result: England won by 239 runs
Series: England lead four-match series 2-1

LONDON: Completed scoreboard on the fifth day of the third Test between England and South Africa
at The Oval yesterday.

MADRID: Real Madrid striker Cristiano Ronaldo
denied hiding millions of euros in income at a court
hearing near Madrid yesterday where he was charged
with tax evasion, the latest footballer star to fall foul of
Spain’s taxman. The Portuguese-the world’s highest
paid sportsman according to Forbes magazine-fol-
lows in the steps of his arch-rival, Barcelona forward
Lionel Messi, who was found guilty of the same
offence last year.

“I have never hidden anything, nor have I had the
intention of evading taxes,” Ronaldo, 32, told the
court, according to a statement from the sports
agency which represents him, Gestifute. “I always vol-
untarily file my tax returns because I think we all must
file a return and pay taxes according to our income.
Those that know me, know what I ask my advisors:
that they have everything up to date and properly
paid, because I don’t want problems.” Accused of hav-
ing evaded 14.7 million euros ($17.3 million) in tax, he
entered and left the court in Pozuelo de Alarcon, a
wealthy suburb of Madrid where he lives, via an

underground garage to avoid the press.
Prosecutors allege he took “advantage of a com-

pany structure created in 2010 to hide income gener-
ated in Spain from his image rights from tax authori-
ties”. They say this was a “voluntary and conscious
breach of his fiscal obligations in Spain”. Prosecutors
accuse the four-time world player of the year of evad-
ing tax via a shell company based in the British Virgin
Islands and another in Ireland, known for low corpo-
rate tax rates. In addition, they say the Real Madrid
striker only declared 11.5 million euros of Spanish-
related income from 2011 to 2014, while what he
really earned during that time was close to 43 million
euros. They also accuse him of “voluntarily” refusing to
include 28.4 million euros in income linked to the sale
of his image rights for the 2015 to 2020 period to a
Spanish company.

‘LEGAL AND LEGITIMATE’ 
Ronaldo told the court he did not create a “special

structure” to manage his image rights when he

moved to Real in 2009 but simply maintained the one
set up in 2004 while he was at Manchester United
“long before I thought of coming to Spain”.

This structure had been deemed “legal and legiti-
mate” by the British tax office. The affair has taken its
toll on Ronaldo.  According to press reports, Real’s all-
time top goalscorer, threatened to leave Spain over
the affair, giving supporters a fright. He has since
decided to stay on, according to Real coach Zinedine
Zidane. If he were put on trial and found guilty,
Ronaldo would risk “a fine of at least 28 million” euros
and could potentially be jailed for three-and-a-half
years, the Gestha union of experts at Spain’s Inland
Revenue has said.

Since extending his contract last November until
2021, Ronaldo is the highest paid sports star in the
world with $93 million earned in 2016-2017, accord-
ing to Forbes.

SUPER-AGENT MENDES 
Ronaldo is not the only footballer to fall foul of

authorities in Spain, which is only just recovering
from a damaging economic crisis that saw countless
people lose their jobs and inequalities rise. Messi was
sentenced to a 21-month jail sentence and 2.09-mil-
lion-euro fine last year for tax fraud.

His prison sentence has since been replaced by
another fine of 252,000 euros, which corresponds to
400 euros for each day of jail. Barcelona’s Argentine
defender Javier Mascherano, meanwhile, agreed a
one-year suspended sentence with authorities for tax
fraud last year.

Brazil star Neymar, another Barcelona forward, and
his parents are also due to stand trial for alleged cor-
ruption over his transfer from Santos in 2013. Real
have not been spared either.

Apart from Ronaldo, former player Angel di Maria,
Portuguese defender Fabio Coentrao and Jose
Mourinho, who coached the club from 2010 to 2013,
have all been accused of tax fraud. All are clients of
super-agent Jorge Mendes, who was also questioned
and put under official investigation last month by a
Spanish court investigating alleged tax evasion by
Monaco striker Radamel Falcao, another footballer in
his stable. — AFP

LONDON: Arsene Wenger insists the Alexis
Sanchez transfer saga won’t be a distraction
to Arsenal this season despite the Chile for-
ward’s refusal to sign a new contract. Sanchez
is out of contract at the end of the forthcom-
ing season and he has shown no signs of
accepting Arsenal’s offer of a lucrative new
deal as he tries to engineer a transfer to a club
in the Champions League.  Manchester City,
Chelsea, Paris Saint Germain, Bayern Munich
and Juventus have all been linked with
Sanchez, but Wenger appears determined to
hold onto the 28-year-old for the last year of
his deal in the hope he can persuade him to
stay for the long-term. 

Arsenal midfielders Mesut Ozil and Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain are also in the final
years of their contracts, yet when Wenger was
asked if he was concerned, he made it clear
he expects his players to stay committed.
“When you are a player you perform until the
last day of the contract. Do you really think
you sit in the dressing room before a game
and say ‘oh I’ve only got a year to go on my
contract so I won’t play well’,” Wenger said.  “If
that was true we would sign everybody for 20
years. I’m not convinced the length of the
contract has any impact on the performance.
“I am amazed that you are surprised by that.
It’s an ideal situation. Everybody has to per-
form. In the past, Wenger has sold the likes of
Samir Nasri and Robin van Persie to avoid los-
ing them for free when their contracts
expired.  This time, Wenger is stubbornly
sticking to his guns over Sanchez and, against
all the evidence, the Gunners boss even
claimed it was a good position for player and
club to have only one year left.

“In the future you will see it more and
more, players going to the end of the con-
tract. Why? Because transfers are so high
even for normal players.  Nobody will want to
pay those fees,” he said. 

“Nobody knows if Sanchez will extend his
contract here. What can I do about that? One
day he will go and Arsenal will go on. “Of
course I think he will stay. How many times
do I have to tell you?” 

TOUGH START 
For the moment, Wenger has to do with-

out Sanchez because the forward has
delayed his return to training after going
down with the flu.  Sanchez has yet to feature
in any of Arsenal’s pre-season friendlies,
including Sunday’s 2-1 defeat against Sevilla
in the Emirates Cup because he was resting
after Confederations Cup duty. 

His lack of match action means he is a
doubt to feature in next weekend’s
Community Shield against Chelsea and possi-
bly Arsenal’s Premier League opener against
Leicester on August 11. 

“Sanchez is not back (in the country). He
comes back on Monday night,” Wenger said. “I
don’t know (if he can play in the first game of
the season). We have to assess his physical
state.”  One player certain to miss the
Community Shield is French midfielder
Francis Coquelin, who limped out of
Saturday’s 5-2 thrashing of Benfica with an
ankle ligament injury. 

“He has a scan tomorrow (Monday). I don’t
think he will be available for the weekend. It’s
an ankle ligament, but it doesn’t look bad,”
Wenger said.  After making a slow start to last
season, Wenger is confident Arsenal will be
more prepared this time despite the absence
of Coquelin and Sanchez’s delayed arrival. 

“I’m sure we will have done the needed
work. Last season some players had a deficit
in minutes played because it was after the
European Championships,” he said. “We have
more players ready now. We should be ready,
even though we have a tough start.”  — AFP

Sanchez saga won’t ruin 
Arsenal, says Wenger

Ronaldo denies tax fraud at court hearing

MADRID: Media wait for Real Madrid’s Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo to hold a press point after
appearing before a court in Pozuelo de Alarcon, a wealthy suburb of Madrid, yesterday to answer on
four counts of tax evasion of 14.7 million euro ($16.5m). — AFP


