
LAUSANNE: Manchester United defender Phil Jones will miss the
European Super Cup clash with Real Madrid on August 8 after UEFA
banned him for two matches for insulting a doping control officer fol-
lowing May’s Europa League final. Jones has been banned for two
European matches and fined 5,000 euros ($5,873) for “insulting
and directing abusive language towards the Doping Control
Officer” and a “lack of cooperation and respect towards the
doping control procedure”. His fellow United defender Daley
Blind was also fined 5,000 euros for “violation and non-com-
pliance” with an order to report to a doping control “imme-
diately”, UEFA said in a statement. United, who beat Ajax
2-0 in Stockholm to win the Europa League, were also
fined 10,000 euros for failing to ensure their players
were taken “to the doping control station straight from
the pitch as soon as the match is over”. — AFP
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MADRID: A Spanish judge granted bail yesterday to the suspended
president of the Spanish Football Federation, who is in jail for sus-
pected corruption. Angel Maria Villar was denied bail by National
Court judge Santiago Pedraz on July 20, two days after the 67-year-
old Villar, his son and two other soccer officials were arrested during
police raids. But Judge Pedraz granted bail to Villar, his son Gorka
Villar and suspended federation vice president Juan Padron yester-
day. The bail for Villar and Padron was set at 300,000 euros
($352,000), and for Gorka Villar at 150,000 euros ($176,000). Judge
Pedraz confiscated their passports and ordered that the three sus-
pects make weekly appearances at the court and provide a phone
number to reach them at all times. A statement by the court said
the judge made the decision to grant them bail because “the steps
that have already been taken ... make it difficult for them to interfere
with the investigation.” —AP
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LONDON: Serbian international midfielder Nemanja Matic signed for
Manchester United yesterday from Premier League champions Chelsea,

the buying club announced, for a reported fee of £40 million
($52.7m, 44.7m euros). It is the second time United manager
Jose Mourinho has invested in the 28-year-old’s talents having

brought him back to Chelsea in 2014 after a successful spell
with Benfica. Matic signed a three-year contract with United
with the option to extend it by a year. “Nemanja is a

Manchester United player and a Jose Mourinho player,”
Mourinho told the club website. “He represents everything we

want in a footballer: loyalty, consistency, ambition,
team player. “I would like to thank him for his desire
to join us because without that, it would be impossi-
ble to have him here. I am sure our players and sup-
porters will love him.”—AFP
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ATLANTA: John Isner returns a forehand to Ryan Harrison during the BB&T Atlanta Open at Atlantic Station on July 30, 2017 in Atlanta, Georgia. —

Isner beats Harrison to 
win Atlanta Open title

ATLANTA: John Isner rode an overpowering
service game to his fourth Atlanta Open title
and second consecutive ATP tournament, beat-
ing fellow American Ryan Harrison 7-6 (6), 7-6
(7)  on Sunday before a fr iendly crowd at
Atlantic Station.

Having won eight straight matches all in
straight sets since bowing out in the second
round at Wimbledon earlier this month, the
second-seeded former University of Georgia
star said he thoroughly enjoys playing in
Atlanta, where’s he’s made the finals in seven
of the eight tournaments.

He also won titles here in 2013-’15, and is
27-4 on the courts near his alma mater. The 32-
year-old Isner won the Hall of Fame Open last
week on grass in Newport, Rhode Island. “This
is always going to be my favorite time of year,”
he said about the hard-court season. “I couldn’t
ask for a better start, obviously . . . I landed yes-
terday, had a practice last night and things felt
good right away. I was on a good roll.”

The match followed service in the first set to
force a tiebreaker. Harrison, the fourth seed,
rallied from a 2-4 deficit to level the breaker at
6-6 only to see Isner win with a sizzling fore-
hand to the deep right corner. Isner fired 23
aces to Harrison’s 10, but after 75 straight serv-
ice games without being broken he was
passed on the forehand side early in the sec-
ond set to trail 2-0. That ball, at 40-30 Harrison,
was originally called out but, after Harrison
challenged a replay revealed that it just caught
the line.

Isner broke back in the next game when
Harrison sent what looked like an easy fore-
hand long.  From there,  the fr iendly foes
remained on serve to reach another tiebreaker
upon Isner’s 18th ace. He attributed his win-
ning streak partly to his loss at Wimbledon,
where in the second round he fell 7-6 (5), 6-7
(5), 7-5, 6-7 (5), 3-6 to Dudi Sela of Israel.

“The match I lost to Dudi Sela was a bless-
ing. I had a sit-down with my staff and hashed

things out,” Isner said. “I was playing tentative
and scared, not to win. “I told myself that’s not
the way to play . . . you have to learn from your
losses, and I did that.”

Trailing 6-7 in the second tiebreaker, Isner
whistled consecutive 137 mph aces, and then
took the title when Harrison couldn’t get to a
quick corner shot to his backhand. After win-
ning the first stop on the U.S. Open Series,
Isner sounded like he’s ready for the year’s last
Grand Slam event, although he’ll have to wait a
little more than a month before the pros gath-
er in New York for the Open. “This winning
streak is more a product of me playing well,
not my opponents,” he said after capturing his
12th career ATP Tour title. “In my opinion, I
could’ve beaten a lot of top 10 opponents. I
have a level of confidence that’s hard to get.”

American brothers Bob and Mike Bryan won
the doubles title with a 6-3, 6-4 victory over
Wesley Koolhof of The Netherlands and Artem
Sitak of New Zealand. —AP

MONTREAL: Venezuela’s Jhonattan Vegas
birdied the first playoff hole on Sunday to
win the US PGA Tour’s Canadian Open for
the second straight year. Vegas edged
American Charley Hoffman after both fin-
ished 72 holes on 21-under par 267. Vegas
was in a bunker and off the green as the
playoff opened at the par-five 18th at Glen
Abbey in Oakville, Ontario.  But Vegas
chipped his third shot inches from the hole
and tapped in for the win.

“I knew I had to stay aggressive,” Vegas
said of the near-disaster out of the bunker.
“I knew I could pull off the shot. “A little
lucky, to be honest,” he added. “Sometimes
you need that to win.” Vegas, one of the
longest drivers on tour, arrived in Canada
having missed five straight cuts, but Glen
Abbey again proved hospitable.  “It’s magic,
to be honest,” he said after capturing his
third PGA Tour title.

“I knew that I had to shoot a good round
today to have a chance to win again. I just
came out with an aggressive mentality, just
feeling really good about my game.  “When
I started making a few birdies, especially
the putt for birdie on seven, I started feel-
ing the same chills that I felt last year when
I won, and I just knew that something good
could happen if I kept that going.” In the

midst of his title defense, Vegas said he’d
been keeping an eye on the turmoil in
Venezuela, where deadly violence marred
elections to choose members of a powerful
assembly that President Nicolas Maduro
has tasked with writing a new constitution.

“It’s always on my mind,” the US-based
golfer said.  “I have family that live there. It’s
my country of birth. It hurts a lot, seeing
the country the way it is, seeing a govern-
ment that treats people that way when
they don’t deserve it just to remain in pow-
er.” But Vegas was able to keep his mind on
the job, and closed with a seven-under par
65 to overtake third-round leader Hoffman.
Hoffman was on the green in two at 18 in
regulation, needing an eagle to win. He fin-
ished with a birdie that capped a 68 and
forced the playoff.  Vegas, who started the
round three shots off the lead, had pow-
ered up the leaderboard with six birdies in
his first 11 holes.  

He had taken the lead with a birdie at
16, but couldn’t find a birdie that would
have given him more of a cushion at the
par-five finishing hole.  England’s Ian
Poulter was alone in third after firing eight
birdies in his eight-under 64 for 268.
American Gary Woodland carded a final-
round 68 for 269. — AFP

Vegas retains Canadian Open 
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OAKVILLE: Jhonattan Vegas of Venezuela poses with the trophy following the final
round of the RBC Canadian Open at Glen Abbey Golf Club on July 30, in Oakville,
Canada. — AFP

Wigan boss Wane issues 
Challenge Cup warning

WARRINGTON: Wigan coach Shaun Wane
has told his side they must raise their game
if they are to win a record 20th Challenge
Cup when they face holders Hull in next
month’s Wembley final Wane’s men won
through to the showpiece match with a 27-
14 semi-final win over Salford at fellow
northwest club Warrington’s Halliwell Jones
Stadium on Sunday.

Oliver Gildart scored two tries for Wigan
in a match where Sam Tomkins was out-
standing for the Warriors. “To get back to
Wembley is fantastic, but we have got there
and that is it, there is another job to do,”
said Wane, whose side won the Super
League title last season but lost in the
Challenge Cup semi-finals to Hull.  Cup-
holders Hull overpowered Leeds 43-24 in
Saturday’s first semi-final and Wane added:
“We are going to have to improve on that
today if we are going to beat Hull.”

“This feels fantastic compared to last
year, last year was tough to take,” he added.

‘UNACCEPTABLE’ 
Wigan shot themselves in the foot at

times on Sunday, losing both Sam Tomkins
and Anthony Gelling to yellow cards. But
Willie Isa and Michael McIlorum both
crossed in addition to Gildart’s double
while Sam Tomkins added a late drop goal-
as he did in the previous round.

“We did 20 minutes with 12 men, which
is unacceptable and something we will fix,”
insisted Wane. “But I thought Salford did a
great job in testing conditions, it just shows
you what a great game rugby league is.  “For

us to get to Wembley is great and I am so
proud for the fans because they will love it.”

There will be some interesting split loy-
alties in the Leuluai household for the final
as Thomas’ dad James played for Hull FC
and even scored two tries against Wigan in
the 1985 Challenge Cup final.

But for Leuluai Jr-now in his second spell
pulling the strings for Wigan — there is no
doubting his own allegiance. “The old man
played for Hull back in the day and I grew
up there as a young fella, I can’t remember
much about it but my sister was born up
there so both clubs are a big part of our
family,” he said. “But I am here for Wigan
and looking forward to going there and
playing Hull.

“It’s a special feeling to get to Wembley,
we have had a bit of an up and down sea-
son but we have got a lot of quality and
experience here and I think that showed
today (Sunday).” Meanwhile Salford coach
Ian Watson will now have to pick his side
up for the Super 8s which begin next week-
end after this loss despite tries from Greg
Johnson and debutant Tyrone McCarthy.

“It was a big effort from our boys, but
these are the games that we want to be
involved in as a club and we will  be
involved in them again,” he said.  “The more
experience we can take from these games
and learn on the run the better it is.”

He added: “We have to learn lessons
from this and come back stronger, especial-
ly in the Super 8s. But we will be here again
and now focus on what we need to do for
the rest of the year.” — AFP

ROME: An Italian amateur cyclist has denied using
a motorised bicycle after being disqualified from a
race for mechanical doping, according to Italy’s
Gazzetta dello Sport. Acting on a tip-off, organisers
used a thermal camera to identify the motor and
claimed that 53-year-old Alessandro Andreoli had
even admitted to cheating.  But in an interview in
yesterday’s Gazzetta, Andreoli denied either having
a motor in his bike or having admitted to using it.

“We had a tip off. When we looked, we saw that
in the seat tube of one rider it looked as though
there was a fire,” Emiliano Scalfi, vice president of
the amateur sports body that organised the race,
told the paper.  It is the second instance of
mechanical doping after then Belgian teenager
Femke Van den Driessche was caught with a
motorised bicycle at the Cyclo-cross world champi-
onships in Belgium in 2016.

Andreoli finished third in Saturday’s race in
Bedizzole, near Brescia, after which he was asked
to bring his bike to be inspected.  Scalfi, of the
Centro Sportivo Italiano, claimed he then owned
up, but Andreoli, declined to join organisers in
taking apart the bike to check the tube, denied
any such admission.

“I had to go to a wedding, it was getting late,” he
said as explanation for refusing to have the bike
taken apart. “But I didn’t admit to anything. They
looked for a switch but couldn’t find one,” Andreoli
told Gazzetta, although the newspaper published
a photo of the bike in question purporting to show
the switch.

Asked why he had been disqualified given his
version of events, Andreoli replied: “I don’t know,
maybe because they said I had a motor.  “In that
case those who finished alongside me had motors.
There were a lot of riders at the front and no-one
bothered them.” Andreoli suggested he was the

victim of a stitch-up motivated by jealousy over his
“high standard of living”.

“Obviously someone doesn’t like me,” he said.
“I’ve been a tiler for many years and I earn a lot.”

Asked where he had bought the bike, Andreoli
said it was from an acquaintance, whose name and
phone number he’d forgotten.  “We met in the
street, I liked the bike, he gave me a great price and
I took it,” he said.

Asked about claims that he’d recently started
riding much faster than before, the 53-year-old

gave a simple explanation.  “Before I had back pain
but I’m better now and training hard.” Rumours
have been rife for years that motorised bicycles
were being used to gain an unfair advantage at
major cycling races but until 2016 none had ever
been found in competition.

Van den Driessche was banned for six years and
thermal cameras have since been used at the Tour
de France to try and weed out technological fraud-
sters, although none have been found among the
professional ranks. — AFP
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LONDON: Poland’s Jakub Kaczmarek (R) riding for CCC Sprandi Polkowice during the “Prudential
RideLondon-Surrey Classic 2017”, UCI World Tour cycle race in London on Sunday. — AFP


