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shouldn’t it hurt the insurance companies and why
should Congress not be paying what public pays?”

Since taking office six months ago, Trump’s tumultuous
administration has seen a succession of negative headlines
and brewing scandals. Fueling the fire, the billionaire
Republican has parted with a number of top officials
including his national security advisor, deputy national
security advisor and FBI director, among others - an unpar-
alleled turnover for such a young presidency.

Meanwhile, Moscow yesterday sought to justify its
decision to purge US diplomatic personnel in the coun-
try, as the Kremlin appeared to give up on hopes of
improving ties anytime soon under Trump. President
Vladimir Putin announced Sunday that Washington will
have to cut its diplomatic mission in Russia by 755
employees, as Moscow struck back against new sanc-
tions passed by the US Congress. The move represents
one of the biggest single reductions of US personnel by
Moscow, with Putin warning he could retaliate further.
“We have waited long enough, hoping that the situation
would perhaps change for the better,” the Kremlin strong-
man said. “But it seems that even if the situation is chang-
ing, it’s not for any time soon.”

Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov yesterday insisted
that any hopes of mending Russia-US ties rest on “curing
the worsening political schizophrenia” in Washington, but
admitted the two sides appeared “far away” from any
improvement. He did insist Russia remained keen on “con-
tinuing cooperation in the areas that correspond to our
interests”, suggesting Moscow remains open to working
together on Syria after agreeing a ceasefire with the US in
the south of the war-torn country. 

The US State Department earlier called Moscow’s move
“regrettable and uncalled for” and said it was “assessing the
impact of such a limitation and how to respond”. US Vice
President Mike Pence while on a visit to Estonia yesterday
said: “We hope for better days, for better relations with

Russia.” He stressed that “recent diplomatic action taken by
Moscow will not deter the commitment of the United
States of America to our security, the security of our allies.”

Last Thursday the US Senate overwhelmingly
approved a bill to toughen sanctions on Russia for
allegedly meddling in the 2016 US presidential election
and its intervention in Ukraine. Iran and North Korea are
also targeted in the sanctions bill. The White House said
Trump intends to sign off on the legislation, despite com-
plaining earlier it would cut off the president’s room for
diplomatic maneuvering.

Russia’s foreign ministry on Friday struck preemptively
by ordering Washington to reduce its diplomatic presence
to 455 by September 1 to match the size of Russia’s mis-
sions in the US. It also froze two embassy compounds - a
Moscow summer house and a storage facility in the city -
from Aug 1. The US embassy has refused to state how
many staff it has at its embassy in Moscow and consulates
in the cities of Saint Petersburg, Yekaterinburg and
Vladivostok.

But Putin confirmed that the move means 755 US
diplomats and local Russian personnel will be forced to
stop working.  It looks likely that the bulk of those impact-
ed will be Russians. A State Department document from
2013 said that of the 1,279 people then employed by the
US mission, 934 were “locally employed” positions. Peskov
said it was now a “choice for the US” on which staff
Washington chooses to axe from its missions around the
country, adding he did not know if this would now make it
harder for Russians to get US visas.

“Hopes for improvement in relations between Russia
and the US have definitively dissipated,” Vedomosti busi-
ness daily wrote in a front-page editorial yesterday. “The
Russian leadership up to the last moment kept hope that it
would be possible to somehow build cooperation with the
US,” Dmitry Suslov from Moscow’s Higher School of
Economics told Kommersant FM radio. “But in the light of
the Congress decision, it is absolutely obvious that this is
impossible.”  —  Agencies 

Trump insists no White House chaos
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The official said more than 30 basic products and
services are exempt from VAT, including: Baby milk and
dairy products; products prepared from dairy; food
preparation products for children; eggs; tea, sugar and
rice; milled products; macaroni; fresh meat and poul-
try; frozen meat products; fresh, cooled or frozen fish;
agricultural products that are sold as is; local fruits and
vegetables; cereals, table salt and spices; open land,
building and housing unit sales; equipment for those
with special needs; bank operations that are limited
only to banks; sale and purchase of currency at
exchange companies; insurance and re-insurance serv-

ices; education, training and scientific research; health
and medical services; mass transport and taxis, med-
ically equipped vehicles for the handicapped; govern-
ment education services.

The Gulf Cooperation Council has been planning
the adoption of VAT for a long time in order to
increase non-oil revenues. VAT is an indirect form of
consumption tax imposed in more than 150 countries.
It was first imposed by France. Governments impose
indirect taxes on certain products such as cigarettes,
alcohol, fuel and retail sales. Collection of tax is done
through companies that collect it from the consumer
before paying to the government, so that it is borne
by the end user.

MoH exempts expat child cancer patients...
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from a very close distance. Soon he fired around four
shots, and people realized that it was done, they rushed
to the place and tried to take the body, but the police
were able to take the body to the van and drove through

the crowd out of the square.”
Yahya al-Matari, the father of the murder victim, Rana

Al-Matari, told reporters after the execution he was satis-
fied. “This is the first day in my life,” he said. “I am relieved
now.” The public execution was widely aired on Houthi-
run media in Yemen, framed as an example of the rebels’
efforts to combat crime in their areas.  — Agencies 
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Some Gulf media claimed the Qatari statement was a
call for the “internationalization” of the management of the
hajj season, which is run by the Saudi authorities. “Any call
to internationalize (the management of ) hajj is an aggres-
sive act and a declaration of war,” Saudi Foreign Minister
Adel Al-Jubeir told Arabiya news channel on Sunday. But
Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al-Thani described the claims as “media fabri-
cations”. “There has not been a single statement by a Qatari
official concerning the internationalization of hajj,” he told
Al-Jazeera news channel.

Qatar’s National Human Rights Committee yesterday
said it will complain about the Saudi restrictions to the
United Nations, the Arab League and the Organization of
the Islamic Cooperation. “Anti-Qatar rhetoric... threatens
the security of Qatari pilgrims,” the committee said in a
statement.  The hajj, a pillar of Islam that capable Muslims
must perform at least once in a lifetime, is to take place
this year at the beginning of September.

Saudi Arabia and its allies Bahrain, Egypt and the United
Arab Emirates cut diplomatic ties and imposed sanctions on

Doha in June, including the closure of their airspace to
Qatari airlines. The move forced state-backed Qatar Airways,
one of the region’s biggest airlines, to reroute many of its
flights and scrap frequent routes to major regional destina-
tions such as Dubai.

But the four states said yesterday that they have
opened up air routes that Qatari planes can use in case of
emergency. The United Arab Emirates’ foreign ministry
said that nine corridors were being opened in coordina-
tion with the International Civil Aviation Organization, or
ICAO. The official Saudi Press Agency issued a similar state-
ment. Qatar denied that any new routes had been made
available, however.

In a statement citing its Ministry of Transport and
Communications and the Qatar Civil Aviation Authority, it
said no navigation announcements have been released
outlining the new corridors. The ministry and QCAA alleged
that the anti-Qatar bloc was trying to “leak incorrect news”
ahead of a meeting of the ICAO council yesterday. The ICAO
did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The
Emirati foreign ministry said the emergency routes include
overseas areas managed by the UAE and one over the
Mediterranean, managed by Egypt.  —  Agencies 

Qatar slams hajj curbs, denies air ...
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It said two of its members attacked the embassy killing
at least 27 guards and other embassy staff. The militant
group is known to often exaggerate its claims on the num-
ber of causalities inflicted. 

The Iraqi embassy is located in northwestern Kabul, in a
neighborhood that is home to several hotels and banks as
well as large supermarkets and several police compounds.
“I heard a big blast followed by several explosions and
small gunfire,” said Ahmad Ali, a nearby shopkeeper.
“People were worried and closed their shops to run for
safety. The roads are still blocked by security forces.”

The attack is the latest to rock Kabul, which is regularly
devastated by bomb blasts and militant assaults, often
killing many civilians. The resurgent Taliban claim many of
the attacks as they step up their bid to drive out foreign
forces with a series of assaults across the country.  But the
Islamic State group, recently ousted from the Iraqi city of

Mosul, have been expanding their footprint in eastern
Afghanistan and have claimed responsibility for several
devastating attacks in Kabul.

First emerging in 2015, the group’s local affiliate Islamic
State Khorasan Province (IS-K), overran large parts of east-
ern Nangarhar and Kunar provinces, near the Pakistan bor-
der, where they engaged in a turf war with the Taleban. US
forces in Afghanistan have repeatedly targeted the group,
killing its head Abu Sayed and several senior advisers in a
July 11 strike in Kunar, the Pentagon has said. 

The decision to deploy the so-called Mother of All
Bombs (MOAB) also targeted IS hideouts in Nangarhar,
according to the Afghan defense ministry, though fighting
in the area has continued. Pentagon officials say the group
now numbers fewer than 1,000 in Afghanistan. “We will be
relentless in our campaign against ISIS-K. There are no safe
havens in Afghanistan,” said General John Nicholson, com-
mander of US forces in Afghanistan, in a statement Sunday
confirming some of the deaths in the July 11 strike. — AFP

IS militants attack Kabul Iraq embassy...

Lightning illuminates the night sky over the village of Cully surrounded by the vineyard terraces of Lavaux on the bank of Leman Lake from Chexbres late Sunday. —  AFP 


