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Pakistan’s ousted prime minister Nawaz Sharif
has passed the leadership baton to his brother,
ensuring the continuation of a dynastic political

system in a country where government has long been
run as a family enterprise. In Pakistan’s stratified, semi-
feudal society, patronage and kinship play a huge role
in politics, often dominating ideology. Some analyst
estimates say that more than half of seats - at both
national and provincial level - have been passed from
father to son, brother to brother, keeping the business
of politics firmly within the family.

Sharif named his younger brother Shahbaz as his
successor to the country’s top office in a defiant
speech the day after he was disqualified by the
Supreme Court on corruption charges. The move
maintains the eponymous Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) party’s hold on power, with Nawaz
continuing to act as puppet master from his position
as head of the party. “The subtext in all this is that
Nawaz Sharif will still have an influence in how things
are carried out until the next election and perhaps
through the next election,” said political analyst Umair
Javad. “This was his (Nawaz’s) way of convincing the
party that this brand still exists.”

Shahbaz - currently chief minister of Punjab
province, the family’s power base - is expected to slide
into his brother’s vacated National Assembly seat
before being rubberstamped as prime minister in a
parliamentary vote. Meanwhile local media has
reported that Shahbaz is lining up his son Hamza to
take his position as Punjab chief minister, though he
too must first be elected to his father’s provincial
assembly seat in a by-election.

“It’s the confidence of a political dynasty in its
power that’s allowing it to make all these moves,” said
Badar Alam, editor of the Herald magazine. “They feel
that in certain parts of the country their dynastic hold
is so strong that no challenge can uproot them.” But
some warn that the PML-N will not rally behind
Shahbaz - considered less charismatic than his older
brother - in the same way that it did Nawaz, possibly
fracturing the party. “Nawaz has personal political
appeal in a way that his brother doesn’t. I think that
the dynasty will fray under his brother,” said journalist
and commentator Omar Waraich. 

‘Stronger brand’ 
Another power dynasty, the Bhutto family and its

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) lost its footing after the
2007 death of its leader, the country’s first female
prime minister Benazir Bhutto. Founded by her father
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the PPP was once a formidable
political force, dominating Pakistani politics for nearly
four decades. But since Benazir’s assassination and
despite being nominally led by her son Bilawal, the
PPP has become a shadow of its former self, and lost
76 seats in the last general election in 2013.

“The leaders have a much stronger brand than the
parties. Benazir was always a much stronger brand
than the Pakistan People’s Party. Nawaz Sharif is a
much stronger brand than what the PML-N will be
without him,” said Waraich. Similarly the country’s
main opposition party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf,
which paints itself as a grassroots movement, is ulti-
mately centred around the personality of its leader,
cricketer-turned-politician Imran Khan. “One of the
appeals of Imran Khan is that he breaks this dynastic
hold. But he only does it through the form of a per-
sonality cult,” said Waraich.

Khan has lead the PTI since its inception over two
decades ago, seeking to galvanize the youth vote and
the urban middle class with a promise to root out cor-
ruption. But observers say he has still failed to turn PTI
into a truly national party - and challenger to the PML-
N dominance. Khan held a rally attended by thou-
sands of dancing, celebrating supporters late Sunday
in which he criticized the dynastic nature of the Sharif
transfer of power. “Is there no one else in your
(Sharif’s) party to make prime minister?” he asked the
festive crowd. “It’s not democracy, it’s a kingdom.”

The outgoing Sharif now has to face down corrup-
tion allegations that have swept up three of his chil-
dren, including his daughter Maryam Nawaz who had
long been touted as his presumptive political heir. The
family will likely be in and out of court for the next six
months as investigators pick over every detail of their
luxury lifestyle and extensive wealth. “It is a serious
blow to dynastic politics that has been the biggest
impediment to the development of democratic insti-
tutions and values in the country,” said political com-
mentator Zahid Hussain in a recent column for the
leading English-language daily Dawn, referring to the
Supreme Court judgement that ousted Sharif. — AFP
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Yemen is urging the US government
to take in dozens of Yemenis who
traveled to Malaysia in recent

months expecting to immigrate to the
United States, only to find themselves
stranded by President Donald Trump’s tem-
porary travel ban. The ban, which was
blocked by lower courts before being par-
tially reinstated by the Supreme Court in
June, temporarily bars citizens of Yemen
and five other Muslim-majority countries
with no “bona fide” connections to the
United States from traveling there.

The Supreme Court ruling sharply limit-
ed the number of people affected by the
ban. Largely unreported has been the fate
of one group - thousands of citizens of the
six countries who won a randomized US
government lottery last year that enabled
them to apply for a so-called green card
granting them permanent residence in the
United States.

In a stroke of bad luck for the lottery
winners, the 90-day travel ban will expire
on Sept 27, just three days before their eli-
gibility for the green cards expires. Given
the slow pace of the immigration process,
the State Department will likely struggle to
issue their visas in time. A recent email
from the US government to lottery winners
still awaiting their visas warned “it is plausi-
ble that your case will not be issuable” due
to the travel ban.

The lottery attracts about 14 million
applicants each year, many of whom view it
as a chance at the “American Dream.” It
serves as a potent symbol of US openness
abroad, despite the fact that the chance of
success is miniscule - about 0.3 percent, or
slightly fewer than 50,000, of lottery
entrants actually got a green card in 2015.
The program helps to foster an image of
America “as a country which welcomes
immigrants and immigration from around

the world, but also especially from Africa,”
said Johnnie Carson, a former US assistant
secretary of state for African affairs during
the Obama administration.

Some former diplomats worry the travel
ban’s impact on the lottery could tarnish
that image of inclusiveness. “Taking this
away from people who have won it is the
cruelest possible thing this administration
could do,” said Stephen Pattison, a former
senior State Department consular official. “It
makes us look petty and cruel as a society.”

Reuters spoke to dozens of lottery win-
ners from Yemen, Iran and Syria, including
about 20 who are still waiting for their visas
to be issued. Many declined to be named
so as not to risk their applications but pro-
vided emails and other documents to help
confirm their accounts. They described hav-
ing spent thousands of dollars on the appli-
cation process, and many said they had
delayed having children, sold property and
turned down lucrative job offers at home
because they assumed they would soon be
moving to the United States.

An Arduous Journey
For Yemenis, the situation is particularly

difficult. Because the United States does
not maintain a diplomatic post in Yemen,
its citizens are assigned to other countries
to apply for their visas, and many of them
to travel to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The
journey to a country 6,400 km away can be
expensive and arduous for Yemenis, whose
country, the Middle East ’s poorest, is
embroiled in a two-year conflict.

Most of the Yemenis who come to
Malaysia make their first stop at a high-rise
apartment building on the outskirts of the
capital, where they have built a small com-
munity. Because of immigration restric-
tions, they are not allowed to work and are
slowly running out of money. Most survive

from funds donated by other Yemenis or
sent by relatives back home. “Imagine you
get notified you got the golden ticket, only
to have it yanked away,” said Joshua
Goldstein, a US immigration attorney who
advises lottery winners.

The so-called “diversity visa” program
was passed in its current form by Congress
in 1990 to provide a path to US residency
for citizens from a range of countries with
historically low rates of immigration to the
United States. Because it has relatively few
educational or professional requirements, it
tends to attract people from poorer coun-
tries. In Ghana and Sierra Leone, for
instance, more than 6 percent of the popu-
lation in each of the West African nations
entered the lottery in 2015.

Yemeni officials in Washington launched
talks with the State Department this month
to find a way to get dozens of Yemeni lot-
tery winners into the United States despite
the travel ban, said Yemen’s ambassador to
the United States, Ahmed bin Mubarak.
“They’ve been in Malaysia for more than six
months and sold everything in Yemen,” bin
Mubarak said. “We are doing what we can.”

US officials said they would work with
Yemen’s government to help those who
qualify for exceptions to the travel ban to
be allowed in on a case-by-case basis, said
Mohammed Al-Hadhrami, a diplomat at
Yemen’s embassy in Washington. A State
Department official declined to comment
on how the United States was working with
Yemen on the issue.

‘Yanked Away’
It is unclear exactly how many lottery

winners are now caught up in the travel
ban, which affects Iran, Libya, Somalia,
Sudan, Syria and Yemen, but in 2015, more
than 10,000 people from the six countries
won the lottery, and 4,000 of them eventu-

ally got visas. Yemeni officials provided
Reuters with a list of Yemeni lottery win-
ners, mostly in Malaysia, which they have
also given to the State Department. It
showed 58 Yemenis still  waiting for a
response to their applications, including
some who have been stuck in security
checks for more than eight months.

The State Department declined to com-
ment on the figures, but departmental
data shows that 206 Yemenis received
diversity visas between March and June.
Following the June 26 Supreme Court rul-
ing, State Department officials told lottery
winners from the six countries that their
visas would not be granted during the 90-
day period the travel ban is in place unless
they can demonstrate close family ties or
other approved connections to a person
or institution in the United States, accord-
ing to an email seen by Reuters. Yemeni
officials are scrambling to help the coun-
try’s lottery winners demonstrate how
they might qualify for an exemption and
are also pushing to get a waiver for those
who don’t  have any relationships,
Hadhrami said. 

Rafek Ahmed Al-Sanani, a 22-year-old
farmer with a high school education, is
among the Yemenis stuck in Malaysia. He
traveled there in December via a route that
included a 22-hour bus ride followed by
flights to Egypt, Qatar and finally Malaysia.
“I was the first one to apply for the lottery
in my family,” said Sanani, one of nine chil-
dren in a family from Ibb governorate in
Yemen’s north. “I want to come to the
United States to learn English and contin-
ue my studies.” Sanani said he had to bor-
row $10,000 to pay for his trip to Malaysia
and living expenses. As he waits to hear
the outcome of his application, he is
resigned to his fate. “What can I do?” he
said. “I will accept reality.” — Reuters 

Thousands to lose ‘golden ticket’ to US

Germany hosts a debate on the future
of diesel engines as pressure grows
on the government and automakers

to curb or ditch a technology tarred by a
reputation for pollution and cheating. The
“national diesel forum” takes place in Berlin
tomorrow amid renewed suspicions of
emissions-fixing and a clamor for diesel-
powered vehicles to be banned from cities
to reduce pollution. “The reputation of cars
‘made in Germany’ risk being damaged and
that’s something that would be dreadful,”
said Transport Minister Alexander Dobrindt
in an interview with Bild daily. “The auto-
mobile industry has driven itself into diffi-
cult territory”... and it “has a responsibility
to win back trust,” he added.

With its engineering prowess, profitabili-
ty and role as an employment powerhouse,
the car sector traditionally wields massive
political clout in Germany. But both parties
in the governing coalition, the centre-left
Social Democratic Party (SPD) led by Martin
Schulz and Chancellor Angela Merkel’s cen-
tre-right Christian Democratic Union
(CDU/CSU), are keeping the industry at
arm’s length as September parliamentary
elections loom.

“Mrs Merkel is trying to calm things
down before the elections, that’s the main
reason for  this  summit,” Ferdinand
Dudenhoeffer of the CAR automobile
research center told ARD public televi-
sion. Breaking with a political habit of
cozying up to carmakers - which provide
more than 800,000 jobs in Germany’s
largest industrial sector - Environment
Minister Barbara Hendricks said Thursday
that overfamiliarity had been a mistake,
as it allowed company bosses to believe
they were untouchable.

‘In danger’ 
Hendricks and Dobrindt will lead a

summit packed with carmakers active in
Germany, including VW with its Audi and
Porsche subsidiaries, Mercedes-Benz mak-
er Daimler, BMW, Opel and Ford, whose
European HQ stands in Cologne. On
Thursday, Dobrindt ordered Porsche to
recall 22,000 vehicles across Europe after
what he called “illegal” software disguising
the true level of emissions had been dis-
covered in its Cayenne and Macan models.
Because the affected models are stil l
being manufactured, the government will
also deny any permits for the vehicles
“until new software is available,” he said. 

The VDA auto industry federation, the
car importers’ association VDIK, powerful

trade union IG Metall and the local and
regional governments most affected by air
pollution are all invited to tomorrow’s
talks. SPD lawmaker Johannes Kahrs took
Merkel to task over her absence at the
meeting. “When millions of diesel engines
have been manipulated, and one of the
biggest industries of the country is in dan-
ger, the chancellor should be present at
the diesel summit,” he told business week-
ly Handelsblatt.

‘Anything but a ban’ 
Topping the agenda at the talks will be

the task of reducing air pollution from
diesel technology. But Dudenhoeffer
expects nothing but a “pretend solution”
that will not go far enough. Consumer and

environmental organizations are mean-
while incensed that they have not been
invited. Even so, widening public concern
about pollution provides a powerful spur
for the auto industry to rethink its com-
mitment to diesel.

Germany has already been warned by
the European Commission about its bad
air quality. On Friday, a court in Stuttgart,
the home of Mercedes-Benz and Porsche,
found that a ban on older diesel vehicles
would be the most effective way of reduc-
ing the pollution and protecting public
health. Such restrictions could be a mas-
sive blow to those using the cars, which
make up around one-third of the total on
German roads. The Stuttgart ruling also
piles pressure on politicians to abandon
their support for a voluntary approach by
the car industry to fix the problem.

Other countries have announced dras-
tic measures - even if implementation
remains decades away. Both Britain and
France will stop sales of fossil-fuel vehicles
from 2040, but the move appears
extremely unlikely in Germany, which has
deep historic connections to diesel. The
technology can be traced to a German
inventor, Rudolf Diesel, in the 1890s. Part
of the problem is that some foreign manu-
facturers invested heavily on hybrid or all-
electric vehicles to reduce carbon dioxide
(CO2) emissions, but Germany’s car indus-
try largely bet on diesel. 

The fuel contributes less climate-alter-
ing carbon dioxide (CO2)  gas  than
petrol-burning motors. But it emits more
NOx, which contributes to the formation
of harmful smog, as well as fine partic-
ules that can hurt respiratory and cardiac
health. — AFP 

Last chance for Germany’s favorite engine?

German Transport minister Alexander Dobrindt attends a press conference in Berlin
on July 27, 2017 amid scandals around diesel emissions and a suspected carmaker’s
cartel. —AFP 


