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Prince Philip to 
retire this week

LONDON: Prince Philip, the 96-year-old husband of Queen
Elizabeth II, will retire this week, conducting the last of
more than 22,200 solo public engagements, the palace
said yesterday. The Duke of Edinburgh, who served as a
naval officer during World War II, will attend a parade of
Royal Marines at Buckingham Palace on Wednesday. He is
captain general of the commando force. “This concludes
the duke’s individual program of public engagements. But
he may choose to attend engagements alongside the
queen from time to time,” a spokeswoman said. The prince,
the longest-serving consort in British history, announced in
May that he would retire from public duties later this year.

Top Kenya election official 
found dead ahead of vote

NAIROBI: An official charged with overseeing IT in
Kenya’s election commission was found dead just over a
week before the country goes to the polls, the commis-
sion’s chairman said yesterday. The body of Chris
Msando, a top information technology manager at the
Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission
(IEBC), has been identified at the city morgue, according
to IEBC chairperson Wafula Chebukati. “There was no
doubt he was tortured and murdered. The only ques-
tion in our mind is who (killed him) and why he was
killed a few days to elections,” Chebukati told reporters.

Uganda says 12 killed in 
Somalia Shabaab attack

KAMPALA: Uganda’s military said yesterday it had lost
12 soldiers in an attack claimed by Shabaab militants
in southern Somalia. The Al-Qaeda linked insurgents
ambushed Ugandan troops that are part of an African
Union force as they patrolled a supply route in the hot-
ly-contested Lower Shebelle region, the military said in
a statement. “From the battlefield, it is now confirmed
that UPDF lost 12 gallant soldiers with seven sustain-
ing injuries,” the statement from the Uganda Peoples’
Defence Forces said. The attack occurred in the village
of Golweyn, some 120 kilometers from the capital
Mogadishu. The AU mission said an improvised explo-
sive device (IED) was used in an ambush.

S African farmers on trial for 
forcing black man into coffin

JOHANNESBURG: Two white South African farmers
yesterday pleaded not guilty to all charges after an
online video allegedly showed them pushing a black
man into a coffin and threatening to burn him alive.
Willem Oosthuizen and Theo Jackson, both 28, stood
trial on charges of kidnap, assault and attempted mur-
der over the incident last year at a farm near
Middelburg in the eastern province of Mpumalanga.
They were arrested after the video, apparently shot on
a mobile phone by one of them, spread rapidly on the
internet. The clip showed an assailant shoving laborer
Victor Mlotshwa, who was clearly in distress, into the
wooden coffin and trying to force down the lid.
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Philippine militants 
behead 7 loggers

MANILA: Islamist militants in the Philippines have behead-
ed seven local loggers they kidnapped last week in their
stronghold in the strife-torn south, police said yesterday.
The bodies of the loggers were found on Sunday in a
mountainous village on the island of Basilan, local police
chief John Cundo told AFP, blaming the killings on a fac-
tion of the Abu Sayyaf kidnap-for-ransom group based
there.  The group of senior Abu Sayyaf leader Furuji Indama
abducted and killed the loggers apparently over a local
business row rather than for its typical ransom activities,
Cundo said. 

WASHINGTON: The White House is insisting that the
Senate resume efforts to repeal and replace the
nation’s health care law, signaling that President
Donald Trump stands ready to end required payments
to insurers this week to let “Obamacare implode” and
force congressional action. “The president will not
accept those who said it’s, quote, ‘Time to move on,’”
White House adviser Kellyanne Conway said.

Those were the words used by Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., after the stunning
early Friday morning defeat of the GOP bill to repeal
former President Barack Obama’s signature legisla-
tive achievement. McConnell is already moving to
other business, having scheduled Senate considera-
tion on a judicial nomination.

Conway said Trump was deciding whether to act
on his threat to end cost-sharing reduction pay-
ments, which are aimed at trimming out-of-pocket
costs for lower-income people. “He’s going to make
that decision this week, and that’s a decision that
only he can make,” Conway said. Trump vented his
frustration on Twitter yesterday. He said: “If
ObamaCare is hurting people, & it is, why shouldn’t
it hurt the insurance companies & why should
Congress not be paying what public pays?”

Crashing efforts 
For seven years, Republicans have promised that

once they took power, they would scrap Obama’s
overhaul and pass a replacement. But that effort
crashed most recently in the Senate Friday.
Republicans hold a 52-48 majority in the Senate,
where no Democrats voted for the GOP bill and
three Republicans defected in the final vote Friday.
One of the GOP defectors, Sen. John McCain, has
since returned to Arizona for treatment for brain
cancer. “Don’t give up Republican senators, the
World is watching: Repeal & Replace,” Trump said in
a tweet. White House budget director Mick
Mulvaney, when asked Sunday if no other legislative
business should be taken up until the Senate acts
again on health care, responded “yes.” 

While the House has begun a five-week recess,
the Senate is scheduled to work two more weeks
before a summer break. McConnell has said the
unfinished business includes addressing a backlog
of executive and judicial nominations, coming ahead
of a busy agenda in September that involves passing
a defense spending bill and raising the govern-
ment’s borrowing limit. “In the White House’s view,
they can’t move on in the Senate,” Mulvaney said,

referring to health legislation. “They need to stay,
they need to work, they need to pass something.”

Trump warned over the weekend that he would
end federal subsidies for health care insurance for
Congress and the rest of the country if the Senate did-
n’t act soon. He was referring in part to a federal con-
tribution for lawmakers and their staffs, who were
moved onto Obamacare insurance exchanges as part
of the 2010 law. “If a new HealthCare Bill is not
approved quickly, BAILOUTS for Insurance Companies
and BAILOUTS for Members of Congress will end very
soon!” Trump tweeted. The subsidies, totaling about
$7 billion a year, help reduce deductibles and copay-
ments for consumers with modest incomes. The
Obama administration used its rule-making authority
to set direct payments to insurers to help offset these
costs. Trump inherited the payment structure, but he
also has the power to end them.

Bailout
The payments are the subject of a lawsuit

brought by House Republicans over whether the
health law specifically included a congressional
appropriation for the money, as required under the
Constitution. Trump has only guaranteed the pay-

ments through July. Sen Susan Collins of Maine, one
of the three Republican senators who voted against
the GOP health bill on Friday, said she’s troubled by
Trump’s claims that the insurance payments are a
“bailout.” She said Trump’s threat to cut off pay-
ments would not change her opposition to the GOP
health bill and stressed the cost-sharing reduction
payments were critical to make insurance more
affordable for low-income people.

“The uncertainty about whether that subsidy is
going to continue from month to month is clearly
contributing to the destabilization of the insurance
markets, and that’s one thing that Congress needs
to end,” said Collins, who wants lawmakers to appro-
priate money for the payments. “I certainly hope the
administration does not do anything in the mean-
time to hasten that collapse,” she added.

Trump previously said the law that he and others
call “Obamacare” would collapse immediately when-
ever those payments stop. He has indicated a desire
to halt the subsidies but so far has allowed them to
continue on a month-to-month basis. Conway
spoke on “Fox News Sunday,” Mulvaney appeared on
CNN’s “State of the Union” and Collins was on CNN
as well as NBC’s “Meet the Press.” —AP 

Trump to decide soon on ending health payments

Algerian army kills 
six armed Islamists

ALGIERS: The Algerian army yesterday killed six armed
Islamists during an ongoing security operation west of
Algiers, the defence ministry said. Weapons and ammuni-
tion were also recovered, it said. The six suspects were
killed in the Safsafa area near Tipaza. Algerians had hoped
that a 2005 peace and reconciliation charter would turn
the page on a 1991-2002 civil war that cost 200,000 lives.
But Islamist groups remain active in some areas, largely tar-
geting security forces. At least 71 armed Islamists have
been killed by Algerian security forces this year, according
to an AFP tally of official figures. 

CARACAS: Venezuela braced for new protests yesterday
after a controversial election for an assembly to rewrite the
constitution unleashed a wave of unrest that left 10 people
dead. Opponents of embattled President Nicolas Maduro
vowed another day of nationwide marches, defying an
intensifying crackdown on protests that have left more
than 120 people dead in four months.

Flouting international condemnation-including the
threat of new sanctions by US President Donald Trump’s
administration-Maduro meanwhile claimed victory in
Sunday’s election, citing an official turnout figure of 41.5
percent. The leftist leader encouraged the new
“Constituent Assembly” to wield its vast powers to scrap
opposition lawmakers’ immunity from prosecution as one
of its first acts. Protesters attacked polling stations and bar-
ricaded streets around the country on Sunday, drawing a
bloody response from security forces, who opened fire
with live ammunition in some cases. Despite the unrest
and an opposition boycott, the National Electoral Council
said there had been “extraordinary turnout” of more than
eight million voters.

Dressed in bright red, his fist clenched and face beam-
ing, Maduro hailed it as a win in a speech to hundreds of
cheering supporters in central Caracas early yesterday. “It is
the biggest vote the revolution has ever scored in its 18-
year history,” he said, referring to the year his late mentor,
Hugo Chavez, came to power. “What the hell do we care
what Trump says?”

Members of the new assembly will include his wife Cilia
Flores, his pugnacious right-hand man Diosdado Cabello,
and other staunch allies. The socialist president is gam-
bling his four-year rule on the 545-member assembly,
which will be empowered to dissolve the opposition-con-
trolled congress and rewrite the constitution.

There was blistering international condemnation of the
vote, led by Washington. The constituent assembly aims to
“undermine the Venezuelan people’s right to self-determina-
tion,” US State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert
said in a statement. It threatened further “strong and swift”
sanctions on Maduro’s government, after the US slapped
sanctions on 13 current and former officials last week.

High noon 
The election was also condemned by the European

Union, Canada and Latin American powers including
Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and Mexico. Senior opposi-
tion leader Henrique Capriles called on Venezuelans to
continue defying the deeply unpopular Maduro with
new protests against the election and the “massacre” he

said accompanied it. “We do not recognize this fraudu-
lent process,” he said, calling for nationwide marches
yesterday at noon (1600 GMT ) and a mass protest in
Caracas tomorrow, the day the new assembly is due to
be installed.

Maduro has banned protests over the vote, threaten-
ing prison terms of up to 10 years. The death toll in
Sunday’s protests included a candidate for the new
assembly, a regional opposition leader, two teenage
protesters and a soldier in the western state of Tachira,
which saw some of the worst violence.  In eastern
Caracas, seven police were wounded when an impro-
vised explosive targeted their motorcycle convoy.
National guard troops used armored vehicles, rubber
bullets and tear gas to disperse protesters blocking
roads in the capital and other cities.

‘A sham’ 
According to polling firm Datanalisis, more than 70 per-

cent of Venezuelans oppose the idea of the new assembly-
and 80 percent reject Maduro, whose term is meant to end
in 2019. Venezuelans also protested in Miami, Madrid and
various Latin American cities. The number of Venezuelans
living abroad has soared as the once-booming oil producer
has descended into a devastating economic crisis marked
by shortages, runaway inflation, riots and looting.

The US envoy to the United Nations, Nikki Haley, con-
demned the vote as a “sham”—a word also used by Britain’s
junior foreign minister, Alan Duncan, and many experts. “The
vote means the end of any trace of democratic rule. Maduro’s
blatant power grab removes any ambiguity about whether
Venezuela is a democracy,” said Michael Shifter, head of the
Inter-American Dialogue research center. —AFP 

France ordered to supply 
water for Calais migrants

PARIS: France’s highest administrative court yesterday
rejected the government’s appeal against an order to pro-
vide water and sanitation facilities for hundreds of
migrants sleeping rough in the northern port of Calais. In a
written decision seen by AFP, the Council of State said the
state’s failure to provide for the migrants’ basic needs
“exposed them to inhuman and degrading treatment, deal-
ing a serious and clearly illegal blow to a basic right.” The
council noted that migrants, “who find themselves in a
state of destitution and exhaustion, have no access to run-
ning water, showers or toilets and cannot therefore wash
themselves or their clothes.”

Venezuela braces for new 

protests after deadly vote
‘What the hell do we care what Trump says?’

SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador:
America’s top law enforcement officer
wandered through a Salvadoran jail,
sizing up the tattooed gang members
who sat with their backs to him on the
concrete floors of their cells. His soft
voice was barely audible over the
downpour pelting the tin roof as he
spoke to the local police.

In the midst of a week when his
role - and future - in President Donald
Trump’s Cabinet was in serious doubt,
US Attorney General Jeff Sessions
could be found thousands of miles
away from Washington, surrounded
by concertina wire and soldiers with
rifles. Belittled by his boss back home,
he vowed not to loosen his grip on
the job that he loves.

For Sessions, leading the Justice
Department is an opportunity to
make tangible progress on issues he
long championed, sometimes in isola-
tion among fellow Republicans, dur-
ing two decades in the U.S. Senate:
hard-line immigration policies and
aggressive prosecutions of gangs,
drugs and gun crime. His priorities
mark a departure for a department
that, during the Obama administra-
tion, increasingly focused on prevent-
ing high-tech attacks from abroad,
white-collar crime and the threat of
homegrown violent extremism.

Yet Sessions’ policy focus is often
overshadowed by the expanding
investigation into Trump campaign
ties to Russia. Sessions, whose own
campaign contacts with Russia’s
ambassador to the U.S. have been
questioned, has stepped aside from
the investigation. That unnerved
Trump, who subjected his attorney
general to almost daily public humilia-
tion this past week.

Sessions was trying to weather the
storm in San Salvador, where on a
balmy afternoon his attention turned

to the notoriously brutal street gang
MS-13, whose violence in the U.S. has
become a focal point in the immigra-
tion debate. Here was the former
Alabama senator, traveling El Salvador’s
streets in a motorcade alongside lead-
ers of the Justice Department’s criminal
division, buoyed by reassurances from
congressional Republicans in
Washington after Trump’s tirade.

The trip was planned before the
firestorm, but Sessions hoped his work
on MS-13 would help mend his tat-
tered relationship with Trump. “It hasn’t
been my best week for my relationship
with the president,” Sessions told The
Associated Press. “But I believe with
great confidence that I understand
what’s needed in the Department of
Justice and what President Trump
wants. I share his agenda.”

Rebel with a cause 
Sessions cut his teeth as a federal

prosecutor in Mobile, Alabama, at the
height of the drug war, an experience
that has shaped his approach to run-
ning the Justice Department.
Allegations of racially charged
remarks cost him a federal judgeship,
but he went on to become the state’s
attorney general. He was elected to
the Senate in 1996 and developed a
willingness to break with fellow
Republicans in ways that sometimes
left him on the sidelines.

He fought against efforts to over-
haul the criminal justice system last
year, a rare area where conservatives
and liberals had found unity. He also
was a leading opponent of the 2013
bipartisan bill that sought to ease
immigration restrictions. That issue
drew him to Trump. Sessions was the
first senator to endorse the business-
man-turned-politician. Trump reward-
ed that support by naming Sessions
as attorney general. — AP

CARACAS: Anti-government activists drag a police motorbike burnt after the explosion of an explosive device dur-
ing a protest against the elections for a Constituent Assembly. — AFP 

Sessions intends to hold 

on to the job he loves

SAN SALVADOR: US Attorney General Jeff Sessions walks past a cell during
a tour of local Police Station and Detention Center. —AP 

PRETORIA: The daughter of a South African policeman
present when an anti-apartheid activist died suspi-
ciously revealed his whereabouts to the inquest prob-
ing the death, the victim’s family said yesterday. Joao
Rodrigues, a sergeant in the apartheid regime’s security
branch, was present in the room when communist
campaigner Ahmed Timol plunged to his death from a
Johannesburg police station window in 1971.

A 1972 inquest found he had taken his own life, a
verdict Timol’s family have fought ever since. “She
made contact with us and said she was inspired that
we were still looking for answers,” Timol’s nephew
Imtiaz Cajee told AFP yesterday ahead of Rodrigues’
evidence to the inquest into the death. “The last line of
her email (to Timol’s family) said she hoped we’d find
closure. This is what we’d wanted for all this years. She’s
helping us out-we were surprised.”

Cajee’s account of how Rodrigues was revealed to
be alive and located so that he could be ordered to
attend yesterday’s proceedings in Pretoria was con-
firmed by a source close to the police. Timol, a 29-year-
old anti-apartheid volunteer, was arrested in
Johannesburg in October 1971 and after five days in
detention died after plummeting from the tenth-floor
of the city’s police headquarters.

Timol’s case is being re-examined following a cam-
paign to expose the truth led by his family. “It’s taking it to
a new dimension-we never thought we’d get Rodrigues,”
added Cajee. “He was the last person in the room with my
uncle. We were lucky when this email came.” Timol’s broth-
er Mohammad, who was in court, called the email from
Rodrigues’ daughter a “very big development”.

“He’s now got to come to court and tell us if he
stands by his story that Timol jumped even though the
pathologist said he bore signs of torture and a trajecto-
ry expert said there is no way he jumped.” Neville Els-a
former security branch officer who specialized in explo-
sives and inspected Timol’s yellow Ford Anglia car after
his arrest-gave evidence on Monday. The judge in the
case Billy Mothle warned police witnesses that they
could face prosecution based on the inquest’s findings
and their evidence to the court. Els, 82, repeatedly told
North Gauteng High Court he could not to recall details
of case.  Els was one of the commanders of Paul
Erasmus, a security branch officer who told the court
last week that torture of detainees suspected of anti-
apartheid activities was routine. — AFP

Daughter gave up 

father to S Africa 

apartheid probe


