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Kuwait National hockey team.

By Abdellatif Sharaa + Kuna

KUWAIT: The Chairman of the Board of
Kuwait Winter Games Club Fuhaid Al-Ajmi
said Asia Ice Hockey Championship 2017
set to begin tomorrow in Kuwait will see
the hoisting of Kuwait’s flag in this conti-
nental sports event. Al-Ajmi, who also
heads the organizing committee said the
tournament is being held under the direct
supervision by the International Ice
Hockey Federation (IHF) and not under
the International Olympic Committee.

Al-Ajmi said the tournament will be
held under the patronage of Commerce
and Industry Minister, Acting Minister for

Youth Affairs Khalid Al-Roudhan and will
continue until April 25th with the partici-
pation of Oman, India and Macao in addi-
tion to host country Kuwait. Al-Ajmi
appreciated the limitless support from
minister Al-Roudhan for the tournament
and his aid in removing all and any obsta-
cles to ensure its success and promote the
game amongst Kuwait’s youth.

Meanwhile participating teams will
complete their preparations before the
start of the tournament. Deputy Chairman
of the Board of KWSG Khalid Al-Mutairi
lauded the role of Public Authority for
Sports which worked to ensure the tour-
nament proceeds as smoothly as possible

and have Kuwait’s flag hoisted for the first
time since the sports activities were
placed under suspension. He said PAS
kept in touch with HOC in order to be
informed about all requirements and
worked “with us to keep everything in
place. He said Kuwait organized the previ-
ous tournament and not only won it but
kept the fans happy as well. We hope to
see fans return to the stands to back their
team to keep the cup in Kuwait. Al-Ajmi
said Kuwait Ice Hockey National team held
a training camp in Abu Dhabi during
which the team played several matches,
and preparations continued when they
returned.
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MONACO: Britain’s Andy Murray reacts after being defeated by Spain’s  Albert Ramos-
Vinolas at the end of their Monte-Carlo ATP Masters Series tennis tournament. — AFP 

World number one Murray 
crashes out of Monte Carlo

MONTE CARLO: Andy Murray surrendered
a 4-0 lead in the decisive third set on his
way to defeat at the Monte Carlo Masters
yesterday as the world number one’s 2017
season hit another setback. Murray suf-
fered a shock third-round loss to Spain’s
15th seed Albert Ramos-Vinolas 2-6, 6-2, 7-
5 in more than two and a half  hours.
Ramos-Vinolas toppled the Scottish top
seed on his second match point to
progress to the quarter-finals on the
Monaco clay for the first time at the French
Open warm-up event.

Murray, a three-time Monte Carlo semi-
finalist,  raced away with the first set,
before Ramos-Vinolas found his feet to lev-
el the score, then neutralized a 4-0 Murray
lead in the third set. Ramos-Vinolas then
edged ahead, with Murray saving a match

point in the final game but the reigning
Wimbledon and Olympic champion
missed on a drop shot to hand a shock win
to his opponent.  

Murray had returned from a month out
with an elbow injury to launch his clay
court season with a gruelling 7-5, 7-5
defeat of Gilles Muller in Wednesday’s sec-
ond round tie. The 29-year-old was making
his first ATP appearance since a second-
round loss to Vasek Pospisil at Indian Wells
on March 12. His quest for a first Monte
Carlo tit le goes on, one of only two
Masters 1000 events he has never won.
Victory for Vinolas-Ramos marked the first
time the 29-year-old from Barcelona, who
reached last year’s French Open quarter-
finals, had got the better of a world num-
ber one. —AFP 
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