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New York's famed Empire State Building lit
up with sky-high iconic fashion photo-
graphs after nightfall on Wednesday to

celebrate the 150th anniversary of style maga-
zine Harper's Bazaar. Beginning at 8:30pm (0030
GMT Thursday) and slated to run until midnight,
the north side of the building flashed iconic
shoots and cultural moments from the pages of
Harper's into the New York skyline. Among
reproductions of the glossy pages set to shine
over Manhattan, and streamed live on the mag-

azine's Facebook page, was Barbadian superstar
Rihanna sitting in the mouth of Jaws.

Since 1976 the Empire State Building has
traditionally changed the color of its tower
lights to celebrate or commemorate different
occasions and organizations throughout the
year. In 2012, they installed a new computer
driven LED light system capable of display-
ing 16 mil l ion colors ,  which can change
instantaneously. — AFP

Fashion icons light up NY's
Empire State Building

Projections are seen on the Empire State Building, celebrating Harper's Bazaar magazine's
150th anniversary. — AFP 

Clive Davis celebrated his legacy with the
debut of a documentary about his life, along
with performances from artists he helped

become icons, during the opening night of the
2017 Tribeca Film Festival. Davis, 85, said it was a
dream come true to launch "Clive Davis: The
Soundtrack of Our Lives" at Radio City Music Hall
since he grew up in Brooklyn and didn't visit
Manhattan until he was 13. The music mogul was
all smiles at the multi-hour event Wednesday night,
as performers like Aretha Franklin, Carly Simon,
Barry Manilow and Earth, Wind & Fire took the
stage to pay tribute to Davis.

"All of them fresh from not performing at the
inauguration," Robert De Niro, who co-founded the
festival, said before the film began, earning laughs
and handclaps from the audience. Jennifer Hudson
left the stage to walk into the aisles to dance with
the crowd as she sang Whitney Houston's "I Wanna
Dance With Somebody." "Where is Clive at?" she
yelled. Davis earned a loud cheer from the audi-

ence when he started dancing. When Franklin -
who closed the show - sang "Natural Woman," she
pointed to Davis and sang the lyrics, "He makes me
feel." She also called her longtime collaborator a
"chieftain" and "humanitarian."

Others shared the sentiment on-screen. "The
Soundtrack of Our Lives," directed by Chris Perkel,
gave a peek into Davis' personal and professional
life. He lost his parents while he was an undergrad-
uate at New York University, and later attended
Harvard Law School. After working as a lawyer for
Columbia Records, he was promoted to president
in 1967, despite not desiring a career in music. "I
had no inkling that music would be my passion of
life," he said in an interview with The Associated
Press on Tuesday from his office at the new Sony
building in Manhattan. "I had no money after my
parents died, so I went through school on scholar-
ships. And I was going to be a lawyer." He said
watching the documentary was somewhat hard,
especially scenes with Houston, who died in 2012.

"It was very emotional to see artists that I
worked with 20, 30, 40 years ago have the same
vivid memories of how we interrelated and what
we worked on and issues that arose," he said. "It
certainly gives a very compelling picture of the rela-
tionship that I had with Whitney Houston and of
course that's filled with emotional impact, and it
really showed sides of Whitney that no one has
ever seen before." Davis went on to become the
world's most popular music executive, discovering
talents such as Houston, Alicia Keys and Manilow
and creating second acts for legends like Franklin
and Santana. He even had a large role in shaping
the careers of Bruce Springsteen, Janis Joplin and
Billy Joel. —AP

Documentary delves into life 
of music pioneer Clive Davis

For members of Prince's 1980s backing band The Revolution,
reuniting and hitting the road for a spring US tour is how they
are coping with the "Purple Rain" pop superstar's unexpected

death a year ago. "We're taking it to the people who are grieving
like we are, and letting them have a little bit of relief," guitarist
Wendy Melvoin, sitting on a couch with other members of the
band during a break at their Minneapolis rehearsal space, said
Wednesday. When Prince died of an accidental painkiller overdose,
members of The Revolution were mourning at a Minneapolis hotel
and made an impromptu video, promising to reunite for shows
honoring their one-time flamboyant front man. After three sold-out
shows at the fabled First Avenue nightclub (the setting of Prince's
hit 1984 movie "Purple Rain") in September, The Revolution is back,
preparing to kick off a tour today at Paisley Park in the Minneapolis
suburb of Chanhassen on the anniversary of Prince's death.

The tour includes stops in Chicago, Washington, DC, New York,
Cleveland, Detroit, Los Angeles and San Francisco before ending in
Seattle on July 15. Melvoin is joined by bassist BrownMark, key-
boardists Matt Fink and Lisa Coleman, and drummer Bobby Z. The
reunited Revolution plans to play Prince's synthesizer-heavy 1980s
music through his lauded 1987 double album "Sign o' the Times."
"We have the ability now to give people a glimpse of what we
experienced with him," BrownMark said. "And I think that's a pow-
erful thing. I know it helped me heal."

While Prince had a reputation as a perfectionist, members of
The Revolution remember the good times goofing in the studio.
"We had fun. We had a lot of fun. Sometimes we would be
rehearsing and we'd crack up, we'd just laugh for an hour, crack-
ing jokes," BrownMark recalls. "We'd go play softball," key-
boardist Fink said. "'OK, we're not going to rehearse today, let's

go play softball.'" After years of recording and touring with The
Revolution, Prince "did what any boss would do and just put it
(the band) to bed," Bobby Z. said.

"That intense run we had, all those years, it was starting to come
apart at the seams, with personalities and under that kind of pres-
sure, just like human beings do, and he just kind of made a deci-
sion," the drummer said. "And he wanted to move on as basically a
solo artist with a backing band, no disrespect. But this was a band
he was a very critical member of." Whether The Revolution will con-
tinue beyond this tour is an open question."We'd love to be able to
see if there are some legs with this," Melvoin said. — AP

Prince's 1980s band hits the road for memorial tour

In this Jan 28, 1985 file photo, pop vocalist Prince holds up a hand as he and his band,
The Revolution, accept the American Music Award for best single "When Doves Cry" in
Los Angeles. — AP photos

Bassist BrownMark, left, answers a question as the original members of Prince's 1980's band,
The Revolution, from second left, guitarist Wendy Melvoin, keyboarders Matt Fink and Lisa
Coleman and drummer Bobby Z, look on during an interview.

Barry Manilow performs at the world pre-
miere of “Clive Davis: The Soundtrack of Our
Lives” at Radio City Music Hall, during the
2017 Tribeca Film Festival, Wednesday in
New York. — AP


