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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received the members of the Kuwait society for the quality of education at Seif Palace yester-
day. During the meeting, His Highness the Prime Minister stressed the government’s support to education via providing the necessary means to improve the level of educational out-
puts. His Highness Sheikh Jaber praised the efforts taken by civil society organizations to support the development efforts in all different areas. The meeting was attended by
Assistance Undersecretary for Local Affairs at His Highness the Prime Minister’s Diwan Sheikh Khaled Al-Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah. — KUNA Photos 

WASHINGTON: Discussions and meet-
ings of the Kuwaiti parliamentary delega-
tion, led by the National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanim at the World
Bank (WB) were positive and productive,
Dean of the Executive Board and
Executive Director at the WB Group Dr
Merza Hasan affirmed yesterday. In an
exclusive interview to KUNA, Dr Hasan
said that the discussions focused on “the
reform agenda and the economic chal-
lenges facing Kuwait due to the low oil
prices.” He added that during his talks, Al-
Ghanim “valued the strategic relations
between Kuwait and the World Bank.”

Meanwhile, Dr Hasan noted that the
WB gathered a good amount of knowl-
edge on the Kuwaiti economy, the politi-
cal environment, and the political econo-
my. “Now we want to translate this deep
knowledge into some program to over-
come some of the challenges facing the
Kuwaiti economy,” he added.  He indicat-
ed that that the discussions also focused
on “a couple of ways forward, how we
can mitigate the issues and challenges
facing the Kuwait economy, what kind of
reform we need and how quickly should
this reform be conducted,” as well as
“what more can the WB do for Kuwait in
terms of brining the best global experi-
ence to Kuwait.  

Dr Hasan affirmed that they “agreed
on the way forward and agreed that
Kuwait needs reform as the challenges
are big and also we need to overcome
other economic issues,” such as the
deficit in the budget, the public sector,
what is the role of the private sector and
“how we can create a better environment
for the private sector to grow.” “We need
to push the growth to make it bigger and
also how to integrate it with the regional
agenda,” he said. He stressed the impor-
tance of the small medium-sized enter-
prises, saying it is “the way forward to
create jobs for our youth and fulfill their
hopes in order for their future career
development.”

He indicated the Bank “will provide
several solutions for dealing with the
subsidies and other economic aspects
but we will leave the selection of these
options for the Kuwait side,” saying “they
know their environment better.” He said
that “we want to be smart in where to
invest in order to have the highest devel-

opmental impact and returns, in addition
to how we can involve the private sector
to improve quality and reduce costs.”

He added “we are going to go (to
Kuwait) with a vision and provide recom-
mendations and see how we’re going to
operationalize it and then hopefully we
see the best results.” Dr Hasan affirmed
that the Bank believes that how the
issues are addressed should be “home-
grown coming from Kuwait and we then
build it up.” As for the delegation’s meet-
ing with the World Bank President Jim
Kim, Dr Hasan said it was “superb. It was
open and frank,” and that the meeting

went beyond its scheduled time, which
reflects “how much rapport and trust” Al-
Ghanim and the President have built
between them.

Al-Ghanim took part in the Global
Parliamentary Conference held in
Washington from April 17 to 18, organized
by the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and the WB. The Kuwaiti delegation,
which included MPs Safa Al-Hashem,
Salah Khorshid, Abdulwahab Al-Babtain
and Thamer Al-Suwait also met with
experts in the small and medium-sized
enterprises and experts in the subsidies
and energy from the WB. — KUNA

Kuwait delegation’s meetings at 
World Bank ‘positive, productive’

KUWAIT: The falcon has always been a symbol of pride
and courage during the olden days of Arabia and in
Kuwait. Several methods were developed to catch this
prized bird. Speaking to KUNA, folklore researcher Dr Adel
Al-Abdulgahni said that catching falcons becomes very
popular during the fall season with the three main meth-
ods of (Al-Shabak, Al-Darak, and Shabakat Al-Hawa) prov-
ing to be the most successful. As for Al-Shabak, a falcon
hunter, referred to (Al-Gannas), would dig a big huge hole
in the ground, which is covered by a net, said Dr Al-
Abdulgahni, adding that bait would be set and hunters
only need to be patient until a falcon gets trapped. 

Dr Al-Abdulgahni also elaborated on Al-Darak, saying
that this method involved unfeathering birds so that they
lose the ability to fly. The bird will wear a special garment
connected with thread and as soon as a falcon tries to get
it, Al-Ghannas will have the chance to catch it, said the
researcher. The third method involves the use of square-
shaped nets at a height of two meters, said he, noting that
a bait would be set on the net and the hunter only needs
to wait for a while until a falcon was caught. After catching
the falcon, Al-Gannas hands the bird to a falconer who
beings training this bird of prey to become his aid in hunt-
ing down other birds. — KUNA 

‘Shabak, Darak, Shabakat
Al-Hawa’ - ways of catching

Falcons in old Kuwait

KUWAIT: Experts and specialists tak-
ing part in a major economic forum
held here agreed yesterday that
developing the Kuwaiti islands would
lure foreign investors and bolster the
national economy. They also shared
the view that the projects of develop-
ing the islands and the Silk City are
likely to bring about a quantum devel-
opment, economic and trade shift in
Kuwait, as well as contributing to ful-
filling His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
desire to create of the country a
world’s financial and trade hub.

The “Kuwaiti islands and the Silk
City, dream and reality” forum is
organized by the society of the Kuwait
University teaching staff and the
Chinese Embassy in Kuwait. Creating
independent economic zones like
Hong Kong is an effective method for
attracting foreign investors and pro-
viding new jobs, head of the regional
planning and development at the
Chinese Comprehensive
Development Institute said.  He added
that such zones will be subjected to
special laws, and will contribute effec-
tively to the GNP.

The goal of promoting the Kuwaiti
islands and establishing independent
economic zones is to develop a
national investment-friendly environ-

ment to bolster the Kuwaiti economy,
professor of law at the Kuwait
University Dr Abdullah Al-Hayan told
the forum. The proposed zones will be
under state control but enjoying a
special status, namely financial and
administrative independence, apart
from bureaucracy and centralization
that drive investors away, Al-Hayan
added. The Chinese Government sup-
ports the construction of these zones,
deputy head of the industrial studies
department at the Renmin (People’s)
University of China said.  Hong Kong is
a striking example, he added.

The economic and social systems
in Hong Kong differ from those in the
Mainland, he said, noting that the
island enjoys more religious and per-
sonal freedoms, as well as free press
and media. He said that China sup-
ported Hong Kong in various crises
such as the financial mayhem of 2008,
developing a partnership based on
mutual interests. On his part, the head
of the Arab studies department at
China’s Foreign Studies University said
that the “One Belt, One Road” China
launched in 2013 aims to build a new
bridge for Eurasia and develop the
economic corridors in Asia through
capitalizing on transport routes as
well as using industrial zones as basis
for cooperation. — KUNA

Developing Kuwait’s islands to 
lure foreign investors: Experts 


