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By Jamie Etheridge

KUWAIT: Powerful opposition leader
and ex MP Musallem Al-Barrack is sched-
uled to be released from prison today,
following Friday prayers.  Al-Barrack
served two years in jail for comments
deemed insulting and undermining the
status of  His  Highness Amir  Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
Unconfirmed reports suggest that his
supporters would greet Al-Barrack’s
release with a ral ly  march from the

Central Prison to Al-Andalus. The Interior
Ministry issued no statement in regard
to the ex-lawmaker’s release and when
asked, did not confirm nor deny any
plans for the release. 

But the US Embassy in Kuwait yester-
day warned American citizens of possi-
ble “localized demonstrations” in Al-
Andalous area, where Al-Barrack’s home
and headquarters are located. “Even
demonstrations intended to be peaceful
can turn confrontational and escalate
into violence,” the US notice advised,

warning its citizens to “avoid areas of
demonstrations, and exercise caution if
in the vicinity of any large gatherings,
protests, or demonstrations.” The fiery
leader of the Popular Action Bloc served
six consecutive terms in the Kuwait par-
liament (1999, 2003, 2006, 2008, 2009
and 2012) before his imprisonment. He
remains a  wel l -known and popular
opposition figure. In the February 2012
polls, he made Kuwait history by receiv-
ing 30,118 votes, the highest figure ever
for a parliamentary candidate. 

Al-Barrack released today?

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Riyadh Al-Adasani yester-
day strongly criticized the government
economic policies especially its decision
to borrow to finance the budget deficit
resulting from low oil revenues. He said
that the government has issued bonds
in the international market worth $8 bil-
lion and it is not clear how it intends to
use them, adding that five public estab-
lishments have been holding profits
worth KD 20 billion in cash without
transferring them to public finances. He
said that the government should have
utilized part of the funds instead of issu-
ing bonds, adding that the government
intends to raise the borrowing ceiling to

around KD 20 billion shortly.
The lawmaker, who filed along with

MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri to grill the Prime
Minister rejected any attempt by the
government to scrap the grilling or to
debate it behind closed doors. He said
the grilling is 100 percent constitutional
as it deals with the premier responsibili-
ties in supervising the state’s public poli-
cies. Adasani said that hiking prices of
essential commodities will not resolve
the problem but will complicate it as it is
not acceptable to tax the people to
finance the budget deficit. He said that if
lawmakers give the prime minister more
time without grilling him, the level of
corruption in the country will  only
increase. In the meantime, head of the

National Assembly Human Rights com-
mittee MP Adel Al-Damkhi said the pan-
el has drawn the main framework for the
annual report on human rights condi-
tions in the country. He said the report
will cover issues on public freedoms, the
freedom of speech and expression, traf-
ficking in persons and Kuwait’s commit-
ments for the UN human rights council.
He said the report will also cover the
rights of stateless people or Bedouns,
the rights of workers, the conditions of
prisons and detention centers, the rights
of women and children and backing
Kuwait for applying the death penalty.
Damkhi said that it is not necessary that
the report will be all positive as it will
contain some positive aspects.

MP Adasani criticizes 
govt economic policy

Human rights panel to issue Kuwait rights report
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: An Arab expat was killed while two others were
injured during a horrific car accident between two trucks on
Kabd road near the vegetable market. Kabd firemen rushed to
the scene and handed the injured persons to the paramedics.

Expat hangs himself
An Indian expat hanged himself in Rawdhatain area.

Qashaniya police are investigating the mystery surrounding
his death.

‘Recruitment courses’
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate held a ceremony to distrib-

ute ‘Recruitment Courses’ certificates for 2016/2017 training
season under the patronage of Deputy Director General for
Human Resources Development Sector Maj Gen Eng Khalid
Al-Terkait. Maj General Al-Terkait welcomed the participants,
companies and the trainers. 

Accident kills one

MANAMA: Kuwait’s Minister of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs and Minister of
State for Municipal Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri said the greatest
threat facing the Gulf communities is
the extremist ideology. “The GCC citi-
zens are in dire need of guidance and
enlightened thought and this is what
the ministries of Awqaf (religious
endowments) do,” the minister said.
Al-Jabri made the comments follow-
ing the fourth meeting of the GCC
Ministers of Awqaf and Islamic affairs. 

The meeting focused on how to
join forces against the threats of
extremism and terrorism through
correct religious discourse and ser-
mons at mosques, he pointed out.
Al-Jabri noted that the delegation of
the Kuwaiti Ministry of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs  to the ministerial
meeting suggested launching a
regional mechanism for promotion
of tolerance and moderation as a
means of combating extremism. He
highlighted the need to make con-

certed efforts to guide youth in the
Gulf  region and immunize them
against extremism ideology. 

Peaceful settlement 
In another development, Russia

and Kuwait have emphasized the
need of speeding up political and
diplomatic settlement of the conflicts
in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA). This announcement came at
the conclusion of the fourth round of
the Kuwait-Russian political consulta-
tions between Kuwaiti  Deputy
Foreign Minister Khaled Suleiman Al-
Jarallah and Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister and Special Presidential
Envoy for the Middle East and North
Africa Mikhail Bogdanov.

The two sides mulled thoroughly
the developments in MENA, particu-
larly in Syria, Iraq and Yemen, the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict as well as
the Gulf-Iranian ties, said Russian
Foreign Ministry in a statement. Both
Al-Jarallah and Bogdanov called for

addressing necessarily these conflicts
through negotiations, with abidance
by relevant international legal provi-
sions, it said.  The two officials also
reiterated the need for firmly combat-
ing terrorism, the statement added.

They discussed matters related to
the Kuwaiti-Russian developed rela-
tions, including the current and peri-
odic contacts as part of the strategic
dialogue between Russia and GCC
states, according to the statement.
Al-Jaral lah and Bagdanov also
touched upon steps aiming to
enhance bilateral cooperation in the
areas of energy and transportation
as well as others issues of common
concern. Assistant Foreign Minister
for  Europe Affairs  Ambassador
Waleed Al≠Khubaizi ,  Assistant
Foreign Minister  for  the Deputy
Foreign Minister ’s  Off ice Affairs
Ambassador Ayham Al≠Omar and
Kuwait  Ambassador to Russia
Abdulaziz Al-Adwani attended the
meeting. — Agencies 

Kuwait sounds
alarm bell on

water scarcity
MANAMA: A member of the Kuwaiti parliament Hamdan Al-
Azmi yesterday called for protecting water resources in the
GCC and minimizing dependence on desalinated water.
Waters in the Arabian Gulf have been contaminated due to
excessive usage of fertilizers and pesticides, thus hiking treat-
ment costs, the Kuwaiti MP said, speaking at a forum held by
the Bahraini parliament on “concerns for water and food secu-
rity in the GCC states.” He called for the implementation of
guidelines by the World Bank on employing modern irrigation
technology, using salty water for irrigation and growing new
plant species that need less water and rationalizing consump-
tion. Moreover, GCC governments should adopt scientific
research to find alternative resources, he suggested. NGOs
and civil societies should be involved in the governments’
approach for coping with water scarcity. Annual water con-
sumption per capita in the GCC is estimated at 150 cubic
meters, “putting the region below the line of water poverty,”
he opines. He mentioned another challenge at this level, pop-
ulation growth, fearing that the per capita share might drop
to 50 cm by 2050. — KUNA
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