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Two separate nasty school incidents took
place recently. The first was a video showing
a teacher beating and yelling at a schoolgirl.

The second incident was the beating of a teacher
at the hands of a mother of a student. Both inci-
dents took place within a week at different loca-
tions. Video of the first incident was published on
social media, showing the teacher hitting the stu-
dent with a book and calling her an animal. The
other incident was in the news later in the week. 

Both crimes stirred public opinion. While every-
one wondered about the causes of the attacks,
many did not seem to raise the question over the
reasons for the tense relationship between the
two parties and the collapse of etiquette and
respect among them. Is it right for a professor to
hit the student in the event of an error or not
being able to cope with his classmates? We all
know that corporal punishment, in addition to its
physical damages, has a bad psychological impact
that can affect the student’s performance. He/she
would end up hating the subject itself. I am
against beatings in schools or outside, whether by
a teacher or a guardian. 

It is not appropriate for a teacher to insult a stu-
dent and physically attack them for any reason,
and a parent should not attack their child’s
teacher due to dissatisfaction with their perform-
ance. Such incidents are shameful and disgraceful
to all. Social media erupted in a heated debate
after the first video went viral. Everyone called on
the ministry of education to take legal action
against the teacher. The investigation committee
of the ministry of education decided to prevent
the teacher from reporting to work, meaning she
lost her job. The teacher who was attacked by the
parent filed an official complaint with the police.

School kids are often severely beaten, especial-
ly in elementary grade, without a reason. I believe
a wrong answer given by the student could be
due to the professor himself and due to his failure
to deliver the correct information. Since teachers
are legally prohibited from beating students, curs-
ing and yelling has become the norm, and the vic-
tims are students.

When teachers fail, they do not admit their fail-
ure, and the psychological tension they experi-
ence often drives them into a maddening rage, so
they scream and hit the students as a way to
release the pressure. This is insulting, so don’t
blame the students when they hate school and
have bad morals. The teacher who insults his stu-
dents must realize that his students are insulting
him as well. 

The recurrence of these crimes in and out of
school, whether by teachers or others, is a clear
evidence of a serious problem in the community,
public behavior, educational system, school man-
agement and the decline of ethics between the
two. I don’t think these attacks will be the last, and
unless we do something about it, we will keep
seeing more and more of it.

Teachers, stop
beating! 
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Dear Men: In honor of Dina Ali

When men in the world cannot coexist with
women, we are left with tragic stories such as
that of Dina Ali ,  who sought asylum in

Australia but was turned back from the Philippines. I
salute Dina for awakening to the horrors of a patriar-
chal system that thrives on subjugating women. But
my heart is breaking at the thought that we are help-
less when it comes to saving her. There must be a
way. There must.

I say no to patriarchy! No. This is unacceptable. We
can no longer inhabit a patriarchal matrix where men
think they are superior to women, abuse women, veil
women, treat women as property and monitor the
whereabouts of women. It may have worked in the
past, but the world is experiencing a mass awakening.
And so, during our shift in consciousness, this is an

appeal to all men who disagree with the system in
place to speak out, to assist us, to do something - any-
thing - indicating support. So many of you support us,
but we need you to make your voices louder. We
need you to defend us in the public sphere.

This is no longer about women vs men - this is
about human souls taking care of one another; espe-
cially, since, in many cases, women in this region are
imprisoned or flogged or locked in rooms (at best) for
speaking out. So we need you to defend us. Say
something!

Men for Dina Ali. Men for women. All women.
Everywhere.

We need you now more than ever.
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We all have a mother tongue, and some have the
privilege of being able to speak a second lan-
guage; others even three to four languages, and

so on. Therefore, the nth language is a default language
that many of us - commonly - are capable of, in addition
to however many other languages we know. All existing
languages in the world have their grammatical and
punctuational engineering - the do’s and don’ts - a com-
plete deep infrastructure that only great linguists can
explain more wisely than I.

Emotional icons (emoticons or emojis), embedding
emotional messages in numerical figures or letter abbre-
viations, go way back in history (ancient Egypt and
Rome), where they were used for different purposes -
mostly expressing the emotion at the time of writing or
dictating the text.

From writing, to typewriting, to SMS and email, we
have now settled for the use of graphic emojis, a visual
language that requires no literacy, but merely the bliss of
eyesight. Or does it? Being a heavy “texter” since the
good old Nokia days, I have grown quite a spidey-sense
when it comes to reading into, or in between the lines, of
a text message containing emojis. Trust me - they’re not
always what they seem to be!

It’s quite ironic that throughout the centuries, a lan-
guage has been developed that - ideally - should not
require any competency to be used, yet the emotional

states of people pushes them to justify or intend using
very clear characters to mean something totally differ-
ent. You will run into some people that actually use the
most classic smiley face of all time “:-)” as an indication of
a bad attitude, or a sort of anger. Other people will “love”
or “hate” using some icons, which ironically means peo-
ple are having mixed emotions about the icons repre-
senting their emotions!

This has and will always cause some dilemmas in
communication, because an electronic-text conversation
can go from north to south because of a wrongly inter-
preted emoji. Words have started to become a pale wall,
with emojis being the paint of that wall. Some will like
the color, others will not, regardless of the content of the
text itself.

I once wrote a lengthy WhatsApp message explain-
ing to a person that the actions they have done are not
acceptable, and that we will be holding their payment
until they take corrective action. I followed that text
with an “:-)” icon, which to me meant: I am upset, and
this is not OK, though the response I got was something
along the lines of “I appreciate your sportsmanship
about this issue”.

Be careful of what emoticon you use, and who you are
sending it to. One can send a message followed by an
emoji that can be visually interpreted by the other per-
son like: A clown attending a funeral! :D

IN MY VIEW

The nth language

From writing, to typewriting, to SMS and email, we have now
settled for the use of graphic emojis, a visual language that

requires no literacy, but merely the bliss of eyesight.


