
W H AT ’ S  ON
SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 2017

By Nawara Fattahova

The first and most popular water park
in Kuwait, the Aqua Park announced
the launch of the new season during

a press conference held on Thursday at its
premises. The park will be open for the
public after the winter closure starting from
yesterday, every day from 10.00 am -
10.00pm. The 22 years old Park is facing the
danger of closure due to a problem over its
contract. During the conference new addi-
tions and changes were also announced. 

“Every year we bring new additions or
programs to the Park. We raised the price of
the entrance ticket by 500 Fils to be KD
4.750, thus on the other hand, this ticket
now includes using the Aqua Trippo slide
that was just launched last year, and visitors
used to pay KD 1.5 to use it. More slides that
were charged separately were added to the
ticket as well including the Tornado, Aqua
double and others, so the visitor will basi-
cally save around KD 2 with the new
entrance ticket,” stressed Mohammed
Khorshid, Managing Director of the Aqua
Park during the press conference.

All the utilities are maintained regularly.
“Every year we do complete maintenance
of the slides, pools, and other facilities. We
have completely renewed the floors, ceil-
ings, and other decors. We also renewed
the fiberglass of the slides including the
painting that cost over KD 60 thousand.
Unfortunately we couldn’t develop the
whole park and add all the new entertain-
ments as we are still facing some problems
with the contract,” he added. 

Aqua Park’s contract with the Touristic
Enterprises expired in 2014 and is not
renewed yet. “I call upon the ministries and
public authorities in charge of this issue to
solve our problem and let us get a contract
for at least 10 years, so we will be able to
develop the place. This park is a national
landmark that is visited not only by Kuwait
residents but also by tourists and visitors
from other countries especially the GCC,”
explained Khorshid.

He has many plans but he is not able to
work on it. “There are many slides that I
would like to add to the Park, thus due to
the contract problem we can’t invest in it
as we don’t feel secure. These slides are
very expensive and their cost is around
USD 1.5 million. We are willing to invest
this amount thus we have to be sure that
we can get back our investment. Now we
are paying the rent at the court and in and

at moment we might shutdown. So this sit-
uation is not encouraging any new invest-
ments,” he pointed out.

“I call upon HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad to interfere in this case and help
us with a solution. When we launched the
Aqua Park in 1995, Sheikh Sabah was the
Prime Minister and he attended the
launching ceremony and cut the ribbon.
It’s shameful that after 22 years of services
that we provided we are treated in this
way. The Park can’t be compared to the
restaurants or small projects that are locat-
ed at the sea front, as we lay on 62 thou-
sand square meters, and only our infra-
structure cost us over KD two million. We
were the pioneers in Kuwait and of the
whole region with the idea of water park,
but today other countries are ahead of us.
The game has changed today and we need
new technology,” stated Khorshid.

The Aqua Park is serving the domestic
tourism. “We serve the residents of Kuwait,
especially those who are not travelling
every year. We hope to be able to invest
more in this park after getting a contract.
We don’t mind paying reasonable increase
in rent, but we have to be secured that we
have time to return our investments,” he
further said. 

There are many empty spaces at the
Aqua Park area that can be used. “We have
a 3000 square meters space of empty land
that we aim to develop by building a
‘Submarine’ game, where the visitor will
enjoy diving with their family in a car for
four people for an underwater tour. This
project will cost about USD 3 million, and
we are still considering the theme of the
decor and figures that will be placed under
water. Yet we can’t execute it due to the
problem with the contract. Furthermore I
have a plan to build the ‘Snow Dome’, thus
we didn’t get the approval as its 70 meters
high, which is not allowed on the seaside,”
he noted. 

The tourism sector is important. “We
need to establish a public authority for
tourism in Kuwait. The government should
be in charge of this sector and not the pri-
vate sector as it needs to be managed and
directed. This authority should include rep-
resents from different institutions includ-
ing the Municipality, Ministry of
Information, and Ministry of Finance. I call
upon HH the Amir to help us in establish-
ing this authority for tourism,” concluded
Khorshid. 
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Multiculturalism in Europe is a reality
and not a myth. Immigration is in fact
a big success in countries like

Belgium where immigrants have become min-
isters, journalists, teachers, doctors. But no one
talks about them because they are just ordi-
nary people and don’t attract media’s atten-
tion. Integration and cultural diversity in
Europe where the main topics discussed on
Sunday and Monday by Belgian writer of
Algerian origin Malika Madiduring two confer-
ences, the first at Shaheed Park the latter at
Kuwait University. 

The author was invited by the Embassy of
Belgium in the framework of the Francophone
days todiscuss her experience as an author
and woman of Belgian Algerian origins. The
Francophone days also coincided with the first
commemoration of the victims of the Brussels
attacks of 22/3/16, when young Belgian citi-
zens of Moroccan origins detonated bombs in
the airport and in ametro station killing 32
people and injuring many others.”The idea to
have someone like Malika Madi to represent
Belgium during the Francophone days is very
important as she represents the positivity of

diversity”, said Ambassador Andy Detaille.
Malika Madi was born in the late 60’s in

Wallonia, the francophone and southern part
ofBelgium, and she never felt a stranger, on
the contrary she has always felt part of the
country where she was born. Today she is a
writer of success: She has written four novels,
different essays, theatre plays and is currently
working on a documentary about her origins
in a context of migration. She also works in
secondary schools in Wallonia and Brussels
promoting the debate and raisingawareness
on issues related to cultural diversity and
immigration. Her aim is to bring people from
different communities together.

“My parents came from Kabilya and after
the independence of ‘62 they emigrated to
work in the mines of Wallonia. Like Malika’s
father many other immigrants, especially from
Italy, Turkey and Morocco, settled massively in
Belgium for the same reason. They all arrived
with the will of returning to their country of
origin and prepared their children to this per-
spective. The clear majority of second genera-
tion immigrants never returned home as
planned by their parents. “I am Belgian, I was
born in Belgium, I had all my friends there,
embraced my Belgian identity and uncon-

sciously merged it with theAlgerian one. I had
found equilibrium and I really had a problem
with the idea of return”, Malika explains. 

If second generations thought to have
solved the identity problems, a rupture with-
in society happened with the 9/11 attacks of
2001. The third generations, at the time just
teenagers, felt like the enemy, treated as ter-
rorists. “This third generation is a victim of
9/11 and of the ignorance of people who
tend to generalize and consider Muslims as
the enemy. Today the same teenagers that
witnessed 9/11 are people among 25 and 30
years old who face a conflict of identities.”

Second generations like Malika, grew up
in harmony with other communities, they
were integrated. “My parents always told me
to be discreet, to behave because we were
just guests in Belgium. We had to be good
citizens and students. We grew up with the
idea not to revendicate our identity. Third
generations, instead, want to revendicate it
and tend to victimize themselves. And I find it
unjustbecause we live in a country with its
own history”, Madi adds. As she works in
schools she always tells young people of
immigrant origins to stop acting as victims of
racism.

Regardless of the differences, the writer
thinks that Belgians should work together in
order to favor tolerance and defend diversity
instead of alienating thecommunities of sec-
ond and third generations of immigrants who
are not fully integrated. “We have young peo-
ple in Belgium that are completely cut out
from the reality, that don’t feel Belgians, as it
happens in municipalities like Molenbeek.
Situated in the region of Brussels, it became
notorious to the media as the city where the
terrorists of Paris Brussels came from. 

“The first time I went to MolenbeekI had a
shock, I found myself in a second
Morocco.This is what we did wrong: we
lacked vision to integrate these people,
politicians never thought that one day these
children would become adults and live forev-
er in Belgium, instead they allowed the cre-
ation of social ghettos.” Therefore, there is an
enormous work of education to be done with
younger generations which has finally started
after the attacks of Brussels of last year. “We
need to teach third generations their history
andreligion. Moreover, we should train our
imams to counter the spread of radical ideas
and create a European Islam. We don’t haveto
change Islam but we really need to reform it.”

Embassy of Belgium in Kuwait organizes lectures in Europe

Anew Malayalam theatre group titled Kerala
Arts and Nataka Academy, (KANA) Kuwait
was inaugurated on World Theatre Day on

March 27 in Kuwait as a new initiative by a group of
expat theatre activists. At a small ceremony attend-
ed by several expatriate theatre people and art
lovers, K G Abraham inaugurated the new academy
by lighting the traditional lamp. 

Well-known drama director and actor Babu
Chakola and his friends initiated the new academy
KANA with a view of promoting theatre in Kuwait,
producing quality plays and generating awareness
about the art form among the Indian community in
the country. KANA also officially held its pooja cere-
mony of its maiden drama ‘Abraham’ on the occa-
sion. K G Abraham received the script of the play
from KANA’s patron Adv John Thomas and presented
it to its director Babu Chakola. 

The theatre activists who attended the ceremo-
ny spoke about a new awakening in theatre culture
in Kuwait in the last few years. They hoped that
KANA will be able to pick up from where the Kuwait
Chapter of the Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Akademi
(KSNA) left off following its dissolution last year.
Chakola said ‘Abraham,’ the maiden venture of
KANA is a dramacope play based on a Bible story
and will be produced on a large canvas brining in a
big cast and crew.   

KANA’s president and actor Kumar Thrithala said
the Academy will seek to produce quality plays in
Kuwait and organize theatre workshops and training
for theatre lovers to build a good theatre culture
among the expat community. Other office-bearers of
KANA are Jiju Kalayil (Secretary), Idiulla Mathews
(Technical Advisor), Punnose Anchery (Program
Coordinator), Manju Mathew (Assistant Director) and
Reji Mathew (PRO). K P Balakrishnan and Sajeev K
Peter will function as advisors of the Academy.

Burgan Bank, the second largest con-
ventional bank in terms of assets,
announced today an added value

package to its Premier customers whereby
they are entitled to a 20 percent discount at
Alta Fitness Gym for women and Platinum
Gym for men. The latest offers aim at encour-
aging active living and wellness in society
and is in line with an increased consumer
demand on fitness related services.

Alta Fitness and Platinum Gyms offer the
best-in-class sports equipment and boast
exceptional health clubs, where Premier cus-

tomers can enjoy a wide array of benefits.
Premier customers registering at any of Alta
Fitness Gym for women or Platinum Gym for
men can avail this fantastic offer by simply
using any of their Premier ATM Card or
Platinum Credit Cards.

Keen on delivering superior value to its
customers as well as meeting their changing
demands, Burgan Bank continues to engage
in partnerships that bring together privileges
and benefits tailored-made to the Premier
customers’ lifestyle, while creating a more
enjoyable overall banking experience. 
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Crowne Plaza Kuwait Al Thuraya City and
Holiday Inn Kuwait Al Thuraya City joined
communities around the globe in observ-

ing Earth Hour by dimming their lights for an
hour on March 25, 2017. Lights were dimmed
from 8.30 pm to 9.30 pm in the lobbies, reception
areas, and in Silk, Crowne Plaza’s new signature
restaurant, where candles were displayed as an

alternative source of light. 
Guests staying at both hotels were also

encouraged to switch off non-essential lighting in
their rooms for the specified hour. Commenting
on the event, Zaid Mashini, Cluster Director of
Sales and Marketing highlighted the important
role hotels play in preserving and protecting the
planet through their day-to-day operations. “We

at Al Thuraya City are proud to support Earth
Hour and are committed to taking care of our
environment in Kuwait,” he added. 

Pioneered in Sydney in 2007 as a stand against
climate change, Earth Hour has become a global
climate change movement uniting hundreds of
millions of people worldwide every year. This year,
a record of 178 countries participated. 
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