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BARCELONA: Barcelona coach Luis Enrique defended the
integrity of his team’s talisman Lionel Messi yesterday after
the Argentine was hit with a lengthy ban from internation-
al football for insulting an assistant referee.

Messi was handed a four-game suspension by FIFA on
Tuesday for the incident during Argentina’s 1-0 win over
Chile in a World Cup qualifier, forcing him out of his side’s
2-0 defeat by Bolivia. Messi is suspended for Barca’s La Liga
game at Granada on Sunday after collecting five yellow

cards in the league season, although he has only commit-
ted seven fouls in the campaign, receiving the majority of
the bookings for dissent. “Those numbers are incredible,
he is super respectful towards referees and he never caus-
es controversy,” Luis Enrique told reporters yesterday.

“We should appreciate that especially when you con-
sider he is the best player in the world, he is always under
pressure and with everyone watching his every move. His
behaviour is impeccable.”

Luis Enrique also confirmed that defender Gerard
Pique has been rested for the trip to struggling Granada,
who are seven points adrift of safety, but said neither
absentee would tempt him to alter his side’s new 3-4-3
formation. “It won’t affect our style of play because we
can use the same system irrespective of who is available
and we will because we believe it’s the best system for
us,” he added. Barca trail leaders Real Madrid by two
points in the standings and have played a game more

than Zinedine Zidane’s side, who host Alaves today four
hours before Barca’s game.

Messi is the top scorer in La Liga with 25 goals and has
scored nine times in his last seven appearances in all com-
petitions for Barca, who have dropped five points in the
three games he has sat out this season.

“Of course we would love to be able to count on Messi
today but the good thing is that he gets to rest and that
will serve him well,” Luis Enrique said. — Reuters

Messi behaviour on pitch ‘impeccable’, says Luis Enrique

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Swansea City v Middlesbrough 15:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Arsenal v Manchester City 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Sevilla FC v  Gijon 13:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Real Madrid v Alaves 17:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Valencia v La Coruna 19:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Granada v Barcelona 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Torino FC v Udinese Calcio 13:30
beIN SPORTS HD 4
ACF Fiorentina v Bologna FC 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 7
AC Chievo Verona v Crotone 16:00
beIN SPORTS
Genoa CFC v Atalanta 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 8

Citta di Palermo v Cagliari 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 10
Pescara v AC Milan 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
SSC Napoli v Juventus FC 21:45
beIN SPORTS HD 4

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
Ingolstadt v Mainz 05 16:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Bayer 04 v Wolfsburg 18:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5

FRENCH LEAGUE
AS Monaco v Saint Etienne 13:00
beIN SPORTS
Stade Rennes v Lyonnais 16:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
Montpellier v Toulouse 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 7
Nantes v Angers 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 7
Lorient v Caen 18:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6
OGC Nice v de Bordeaux 22:00
beIN SPORTS HD

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

BASKETBALL

SOCCER

OAKLAND: Houston Rockets’ Sam Dekker (7) and Golden State Warriors’ Draymond Green, right, fight for the ball during the first half of an NBA
basketball game Friday, in Oakland, California. — AP

CLEVELAND: LeBron James scored 34 points, Kyrie
Irving dropped 24 and the Cleveland Cavaliers end-
ed a turbulent and troublesome March with an
easy 122-105 win over the injury-weakened
Philadelphia 76ers on Friday night. James made 14
of 22 shots in 30 minutes as the Cavs ended a
three-game losing streak and won for just the third
time in eight games to end the month 7-10. It’s
been an alarming stretch for the NBA champions,
who are running out of time to get tuned up for
the postseason. But against the lowly Sixers,
Cleveland regained some of its swagger before
heading into April when the real fun begins. Kevin
Love added 18 points and 10 rebounds as the Cavs
won their ninth straight over the Sixers. Richaun
Holmes and rookie Timothe Luwawu-Cabarrot
scored 19 apiece for Philadelphia, which only
dressed nine players after shutting down Jahlil
Okafor and Robert Covington for the remainder of
the season with knee injuries.

CELTICS 117, MAGIC 116
Isaiah Thomas scored 35 points, Jae Crowder had

18 and the Boston Celtics rallied to beat the Orlando
Magic to maintain their slim lead over Cleveland
atop the Eastern Conference. Boston’s Al Horford
made two free throws with 1:22 left for a one-point
lead, and then Orlando missed three shots down the
stretch, including a driving layup attempt by Elfrid
Payton with two seconds left. The Celtics (49-27)
entered with a half-game lead over the Cavaliers,
who won easily against Philadelphia to preserve
that margin. Horford and Jaylen Brown each scored
12 points, and Boston won for the fifth time in six
games. Aaron Gordon scored 20 of his 32 points in
the first half and had 16 rebounds, while Evan
Fournier scored 20 points for the Magic. Payton
dished out a career-high 15 assists and flirted with a
triple-double, getting 12 points and nine rebounds.

WARRIORS 107, ROCKETS 98
Stephen Curry scored 24 points, Klay Thompson

had 20 and the Golden State Warriors got key plays
down the stretch from just about everybody, using
a big fourth quarter to hold off the Houston
Rockets. Andre Iguodala’s left-handed drive and
layup tied it with 7:07 remaining and he finished
with 14 points, five rebounds and five assists. Ian
Clark hit a go-ahead 3-pointer with 5:58 to play
before Matt Barnes delivered a clutch basket in a
game with a playoff feel. James Harden had anoth-
er tough shooting night for Houston, held to 17
points while going 4 for 18 from the floor and 2 of
9 from beyond the arc. He also had 12 rebounds
and eight assists. JaVale McGee contributed 13
points and a season-best five blocked shots off the
bench in a 10th straight win for the Warriors, who
are determined to earn the No. 1 seed in the
Western Conference.

PELICANS 117, KINGS 89
DeMarcus Cousins had 37 points and 13

rebounds in his first game against the Kings, and
the New Orleans Pelicans routed Sacramento.
Cousins had downplayed his first meeting with the
team that drafted him in 2010 and traded him
away this February, but his play looked inspired. He
tied a career-high with five 3-pointers and execut-
ed a tricky, crowd-pleasing, cross-court bounce
pass during a fast break. Anthony Davis added 19
points, 12 rebounds and five blocks for the
Pelicans, who led by as many as 32 en route to their
eighth victory in 11 games. Pelicans first-round
draft choice Buddy Hield, who was part of the
Cousins trade, had 13 points for Sacramento, while
Ben McLemore had 15 points. Cousins, who also
finished with four assists and two blocked shots,
received a standing ovation from many fans when
he checked out of the game for the final time with
a little more than three minutes left.

SPURS 100, THUNDER 95
Kawhi Leonard scored 27 points, and the San

Antonio Spurs rallied from 21 points down in the
third quarter to beat the Oklahoma City Thunder.
The Spurs never led until the final minute. LaMarcus

Aldridge’s dunk with 20.7 seconds left put the Spurs
up 96-95. Oklahoma City’s Russell Westbrook drove
to the hoop, but Aldridge blocked his shot. Leonard
then drove the length of the floor, scored and was
fouled. His free throw with 5.8 seconds left put the
game out of reach. Westbrook had 32 points, 15
rebounds and 12 assists for his 39th triple-double of
the season. He needs two more to tie Oscar
Robertson’s single-season record of 41 set during
the 1961-62 season. Pau Gasol scored 17 points for
San Antonio, which was coming off a 110-98 home
loss to Golden State on Wednesday in which the
Spurs blew a 22-point lead.

GRIZZLIES 99, MAVERICKS 90
Mike Conley scored 28 points, Zach Randolph

added 22 points and 12 rebounds, and the Memphis
Grizzlies clinched a playoff spot with a 99-90 victory
over the Dallas Mavericks. Memphis’ win, coupled
with Denver’s loss at Charlotte earlier Friday night,
earned the Grizzlies their seventh straight postsea-
son berth. But Memphis had to weather a 3-point
shooting rally in the closing minutes. Dallas made
six of its first nine 3-point attempts in the final frame,
a jumper by Wesley Matthews cutting Memphis’
advantage to 94-90 with just over a minute left. But
Dallas could get no closer, dropping its fourth
straight. Troy Daniels finished with 21 points for
Memphis, shooting 7 of 12 from outside the arc. Six
Mavericks finished in double figures, led by 13
points each from Dirk Nowitzki, Matthews and J.J.
Barea. Matthews also had seven assists, and
Nowitzki grabbed 12 rebounds.

HORNETS 122, NUGGETS 114
Kemba Walker had 31 points, and the Marco

Belinelli and Frank Kaminsky took over in the
fourth quarter as the Charlotte Hornets pre-
served their slim playoff hopes with a win over
the Denver Nuggets. The Hornets shot 17 for 26
on 3-pointers, including 7 for 12 in the fourth
quarter. Charlotte trailed by eight entering the
fourth, but scored 12 straight points to take con-
trol. Walker ignited the run with a long 3-pointer
and then scored on a drive and drew a foul.
Kaminsky, who had 22 points, and Belinelli each
had three 3s in the fourth quarter as Charlotte
outscored Denver 36-20. Nikola Jokic led Denver
with 26 points and 13 rebounds.

RAPTORS 111, PACERS 100
DeMar DeRozan scored 40 points and the

Toronto Raptors rolled to their seventh straight
home win over the Indiana Pacers. DeRozan was 11
of 26 from the floor to register his 30th game of 30
points or more this season, tying Vince Carter’s
2000-01 franchise mark. It was also DeRozan’s sixth

40-point game of the season. Jonas Valanciunas
had 16 points and 17 rebounds for his team-lead-
ing 28th double-double, while Serge Ibaka added
15 points and 12 rebounds. Paul George led the
Pacers with 28 points, while Jeff Teague added 19,
but they were unable to prevent Indiana from its
fifth loss in its last six games. The Pacers’ last regu-
lar-season win in Toronto came on March 1, 2013.

KNICKS 98, HEAT 94
Kristaps Porzingis scored 22 points, Courtney

Lee added 20 and the New York Knicks led nearly
the entire way in beating the Miami Heat. Justin
Holiday scored 12 for the Knicks, who played with-
out Carmelo Anthony (back), Derrick Rose (knee)
and Lance Thomas (hip). It was only the fourth win
in the last 15 games for New York. Goran Dragic
scored 22 points and Hassan Whiteside had 17
points and 16 rebounds for Miami, which missed
15 of its final 16 attempts from 3-point range. Even
with the loss, Miami (37-39) held onto the No. 7
spot in the Eastern Conference standings because
No. 8 Indiana (37-39) also lost. The Heat and Pacers
are just a half-game ahead of No. 9 Chicago.

BUCKS 108, PISTONS 105, OT
Khris Middleton hit a 3-pointer with 40.7 sec-

onds left in overtime, rookie Thon Maker scored a
career-high 23 points and the Milwaukee Bucks
beat the Detroit Pistons. Middleton hit the 3 from
the right wing after Maker tipped an offensive
rebound right back to his teammate to save a cru-
cial possession that started with a Middleton miss
from nearly the same spot behind the arc. It was a
thrilling end to the month for the Bucks, who
moved into fifth place in the Eastern Conference
after going 14-4 in March. Tobias Harris scored 23
points to lead the Pistons in a game of wild of
swings. Detroit trailed by 18 in the first quarter,
then led by 10 in the fourth quarter before the
Bucks finished with a flourish.

JAZZ 95, WIZARDS 88
Rudy Gobert had 16 points and 10 rebounds,

Gordon Hayward scored 19 points and the Utah
Jazz beat the Washington Wizards. The teams trad-
ed baskets throughout the fourth quarter. There
were six ties, and neither team led by more than
four until the final 33 seconds. Hayward got hot
late after struggling much of the night and led an
11-4 run that gave the Jazz an 85-80 edge.
Washington never led again, and Bradley Beal’s
turnover with 35 seconds left allowed Utah to close
out the game from the free-throw line. Hayward
scored 10 points in the fourth quarter and also had
seven rebounds and four assists for the night. Beal
led Washington with 27 points. — AP

James scores 34 as Cavaliers 
stop slide with win over Sixers

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Boston 49 27 .645 -       
Toronto 46 30 .605 3       
NY Knicks 29 47 .382 20      
Philadelphia 28 48 .368 21      
Brooklyn 16 59 .213 32.5 

Central Division
Cleveland 48 27 .640 -       
Milwaukee 40 36 .526 8.5   
Indiana 37 39 .487 11.5  
Chicago 36 39 .480 12      
Detroit 35 42 .455 14      

Southeast Division
Washington 46 30 .605 -       
Atlanta 39 36 .520 6.5   
Miami 37 39 .487 9       
Charlotte 35 41 .461 11      
Orlando 27 49 .355 19      

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Utah 47 29 .618 -       
Oklahoma City 43 32 .573 3.5   
Portland 37 38 .493 9.5   
Denver 35 40 .467 11.5  
Minnesota 30 44 .405 16      

Pacific Division
Golden State 62 14 .816 -       
LA Clippers 46 31 .597 16.5  
Sacramento 29 47 .382 33      
Phoenix 22 54 .289 40      
LA Lakers 21 54 .280 40.5  

Southwest Division
San Antonio 58 17 .773 -       
Houston 51 25 .671 7.5   
Memphis 42 34 .553 16.5  
New Orleans 33 43 .434 25.5  
Dallas 31 44 .413 27      

NBA results/standings

Golden State 107, Houston 98; Utah 95, Washington 88; San Antonio 100, Oklahoma City 95;
Milwaukee 108, Detroit 105 (OT); Memphis 99, Dallas 90; New Orleans 117, Sacramento 89; NY
Knicks 98, Miami 94; Cleveland 122, Philadelphia 105; Boston 117, Orlando 116; Toronto 111,
Indiana 100; Charlotte 122, Denver 114. 

KINGSTON UPON HULL: Hull’s bid for
Premier League survival received a huge
boost as Andrea Ranocchia’s late header
clinched a dramatic 2-1 victory against
West Ham yesterday.  Marco Silva’s team
trailed to Andy Carroll ’s 50th Premier
League goal early in the first half at the
KCOM Stadium.

But Andy Robertson levelled after the
interval and Ranocchia completed Hull’s
spirited fightback with the winner five min-
utes from full-time.Third bottom Hull are
now level on points with 17th-placed
Swansea, who play their game in hand
against Middlesbrough today. West Ham
have lost their last four games and are on a
six-match winless run dating back to
February 4. Robert Snodgrass is still Hull’s
top league scorer with seven goals despite
joining West Ham in January, and the
Scottish midfielder was jeered by his old

club’s fans whenever he had possession.
Snodgrass almost silenced the taunts

when he rose to meet a cross in the opening
moments, and although his header was
straight at Hull goalkeeper Eldin Jakupovic,
West Ham’s pressure was rewarded in the
18th minute.  Aaron Cresswell’s cross was
misjudged by Hull defender Curtis Davies
and Carroll controlled on his chest before
slotting home from close-range.  Manuel
Lanzini came close to doubling West Ham’s
lead when he cut inside from the left and
drilled a powerful effort that Jakupovic
pushed away.  Hull were woeful in the first
half and Tigers boss Marco Silva sent on
Kamil Grosicki for Davies at the interval.It
was an inspired move as Grosicki set up
Robertson’s 53rd minute equaliser with a
clever pass to the Scottish defender, who
surged clear to fire past Darren Randolph for
the first Premier League goal of his career.

Silva’s side poured forward in search of a
second goal, which should have arrived
when Alfred N’Diaye shot against a post
from eight yards before Grosicki blasted
wide from the rebound. The Tigers kept
pressing and in the 85th minute they were
rewarded when Grosicki’s corner found
Ranocchia and the Italy defender guided
his header into the far corner to spark wild
celebrations. — AFP

Hull City 2

West Ham 1

Ranocchia boosts Hull’s 
survival prospects

HULL: West Ham United’s Andy Carroll scores his side’s first goal of the game, during
the English Premier League soccer match between Hull City and West Ham United, at
the KCOM Stadium, in Hull, England, yesterday. — AP

WATFORD: Miguel Britos scored his first
goal in English football as Watford beat
Sunderland 1-0 Saturday to nudge the
basement club nearer relegation from the
Premier League. Defeat at Vicarage Road
left Sunderland seven points from safety,
with just nine league games remaining.

The northeast side had kept the game
goalless for nearly an hour when Uruguay
defender Britos broke the deadlock in the
59th minute. After the ball had bounced
around the box and hit the crossbar, a leap-
ing Britos headed the ball down and into
the goal to the delight of the home crowd.

Sunderland goalkeeper Jordan Pickford
made several fine saves to deny M’Baye
Niang and Abdoulaye Doucoure.

But his lone resistance could not pre-

vent Watford recording their first win in five
matches, a result that put daylight between
the Hornets and the relegation zone.

By contrast, Sunderland have not even
scored in their last five games and even the
return of Jermain Defoe, on target for
England in their 2-0 win over Lithuania in a
World Cup qualifier, could not stop the rot.

Pickford was tested early on, palming a
Niang shot to safety before producing a
brilliant diving save to turn Doucoure’s fol-
low-up over the crossbar.

Stefano Okaka missed a glorious chance
to put Watford in front but his free header
sailed over the crossbar, before Etienne
Capoue curled a shot wide. Watford lost the
experienced Younes Kaboul to a hamstring
injury shortly before the break.

Pickford made another good save to
deny Niang again and, from the ensuing
corner, Craig Cathcart headed straight at
the Black Cats keeper.

The deadlock was finally broken just
before the hour mark with a scrappy goal.

Okaka met Tom Cleverley’s corner with a
header which Sunderland forward Fabio
Borini unintentionally headed onto his own
crossbar. — AFP

Watford 1

Sunderland 0

Britos nets first goal to 
deepen Sunderland woes 


