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Cargo ship missing 
SEOUL: A South Korean cargo ship has gone missing in
waters off Uruguay after making a distress call, Seoul’s for-
eign ministry said yesterday. The Stella Daisy with eight
South Korean and 16 Filipino crew members on board dis-
appeared Friday after sending a text message that it was
sinking, the ministry said. “It remains unknown whether
the crew escaped to safety,” a ministry official was quoted
as saying by Yonhap news agency. A search operation by
Uruguayan coast guards was underway, it added. The
Stella Daisy is a large ore carrier (VLOC) that can carry more
than 260,000 tons. 

Body remains found
TUCSON: Police have found the remains of a six-year-old
girl who went missing from her bedroom in Tucson nearly
five years ago. Tucson Police Chief Chris Magnus said
Friday that police found the remains of Isabel Celis in a
rural area of Pima County about a month ago “not by hap-
penstance.” The remains were identified through an inde-
pendent, out-of-state lab, Magnus said. “Obviously this is
not the ending that any of us had hoped for, but this is also
not the ending of the case. We are working this case very
aggressively as we would with any case involving the
death of a child,” he said. Celis was last seen April 20, 2012,
when she was six years old. Her father reported her miss-
ing the next morning after finding she was not in her bed-
room.  Police never named any suspects, but they said
they found “suspicious circumstances around a possible
entry point” in the home. Police and volunteers conducted
exhaustive searches and even renewed a door-to-door
effort to find the girl 18 months after her disappearance.

Qaeda claims bombing 
SANAA: Al-Qaeda has claimed responsibility for a recent
deadly attack on a government building in southern
Yemen, which involved a suicide bombing. Al-Qaeda’s
Ansar Al-Shariah arm in a statement identified the suicide
bomber as Abu Amer Al-Hadrami, saying he had rammed
his explosives-laden car into the gate of the local govern-
ment building in the provincial  capital  of Lahj on
Monday. Officials said at the time that six soldiers and
four civilians were killed in the bombing and an ensuing
gun attack by j ihadists.   Security forces k il led the
assailants, including three who were wearing explosive
belts. The online Al Qaeda statement acknowledged the
death of three militants “who controlled the building for
three hours” before being killed, in addition to Hadrami.
The statement said the attack was carried out “to avenge
martyrs” killed in raids by security forces, and those “tor-
tured to death in prisons.” It did not refer to the many US
air strikes which have targeted members of Al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) in southern Yemeni towns
in recent months. 

17 missing in landslide
JAKARTA: Seventeen people were missing and feared
buried after a landslide struck Indonesia, the national
disaster agency said yesterday. The landslide hit
Banaran village in Ponorogo district, East Java yester-
day morning, damaging up to 30 houses. “There are
conflicting reports about the number of people miss-
ing, but based on the data from the field we are
searching for 17 people,” national disaster agency
spokesman Sutopo Purno Nugroho said. The local dis-
aster agency along with the military, police and volun-
teers were evacuating the area. Indonesia is often hit
by landslides. Twelve people including three children
died in a landslide on the holiday island of Bali last
February. In September, almost thirty people died in
devastating floods and landslides in Garut, West Java. 

Boko Haram kidnaps 22 
KANO: Boko Haram Islamists have abducted 22 girls
and women in two separate raids in northeast Nigeria,
residents and vigilantes said. In the first attack on
Thursday, the jihadists raided the village of Pulka near
border with Cameroon where they kidnapped 18
girls. “Boko Haram fighters from Mamman Nur camp
arrived in pickup vans around 6:00 am and seized 14
young girls aged 17 and below while residents fled
into the bush,” a Pulka community leader said. “They
picked four other girls who were fleeing the raid they
came across in the bush outside the village,” said the
community leader who asked not to be named for
fear of reprisals. According to the official, the attack-
ers were loyal to the faction headed by Abu Musab Al-
Barnawi, the son of Boko Haram founder Mohammed
Yusuf.  Barnawi was appointed last year by the Islamic
State group to replace leader Abubakar Shekau, who
had pledged allegiance to the Middle East jihadist
group in 2015. 

GREATER NOIDA: The Amalawa brothers
were wandering through a mall in a New
Delhi suburb when the phone rang with
warnings from a fr iend: Hurr y home,
mobs of Indians are attacking Africans
across the area. The brothers, Nigerians
who came to India to seek better educa-
tion and work opportunities, rushed out
and tried to hail an autorickshaw, just as
a mob of Indian men saw them and ran
toward them. The Amalawas ran back
inside the mall but dozens of screaming
men followed them. Precious Amalawa
hid inside a  changing room but
Endurance got dragged out.  

“They attacked him with bricks, sticks,
belts,” 23-year-old Precious said Friday as
he sat, still stiff with shock and fear, in
their apartment. Endurance’s body was
dotted with medical staples - on his tem-
ple, his cheek and both arms. Precious’
arms were covered in cuts and bruises
from when the mob chased him from his
hiding place by shoving sharp objects
through the changing room’s thin walls.
The violence started March 24 when a
teenage boy disappeared in Greater
Noida, outside New Delhi, and angry rela-
tives claimed he’d been k il led by his
Nigerian neighbors. 

Rumors about cannibalism
A mob of people began searching the

area for Africans, with some accusing kid-
nappers  of  eat ing the boy.  The boy
returned home yesterday morning. He
died later that day of what police said
was a drug overdose. Five men who had
been charged with kidnapping and mur-
der were let go within hours because
police could find no evidence. But rumors
about cannibalism swirled and mobs

began to attack Africans across the sub-
urb.  The last  attacks were repor ted
Wednesday. There were reports of mobs
pull ing Africans out of taxi  cabs and
autorickshaws and assaulting them.

In shaky cellphone videos of the attack
on the Amalawa brothers last Monday
afternoon, more than a dozen men can be
seen brutally beating Endurance with
whatever they could lay their hands on -
one man smashed a large metal trash can
repeatedly on his torso and head. Another
man used a collapsible metal chair to hit
the cowering man as he lay on the
ground. The snap of leather belts can be
heard. One man even attempts a selfie
with the violence in the background.
Endurance, 21, wouldn’t talk about the
attack at all as he sat, still tense with fear,
in the sparsely furnished apartment.

The African Students’ Association in
India asked Africans across the capital to
remain alert and especially warned those
living in Greater Noida from stepping out
at all. “All African Students Studying in
Greater Noida are hereby instructed to
stay at home as the situation remains
volatile,” the statement said. The associa-
tion has been arranging food and water
for African students in Greater Noida as
most of them hide at home.

Police say they have arrested five men
for attacking the brothers and are search-
ing for others. Police patrols in the area
have been increased after India’s foreign
minister asked that the local government
ensure the safety of  Greater  Noida’s
African population.  Tens of thousands of
Africans in live and study in India, and
newly built suburbs like Greater Noida
especially draw students because they
are home to several sprawling private

universities.  But prejudice and racism are
near-constants. Skin color and appear-
ances are used to place people in India’s
strict social order, and stereotyping of all
African men as drug dealers and women
as prostitutes is prevalent. Landlords
shun Afr icans in  al l  but  the poorest
neighborhoods and charge them unusu-
ally high rent. 

And gang assaults are not uncommon.
“We face street aggression, abuses. We
also face difficulty in getting accommo-
dation, we face difficulty in naturally inte-
grating with the local community,” said

Samuel Jack, the president of the African
Students’ Association of India. “I just give
you an example. I have Indian friends in
my school,  I  have never visited their
house and they have never ever decided
to ask me: Where do you live? Can I come
and see you?” The sufferings Africans
experience daily go largely unnoticed,
and Africans, most of whom are young
students, also hesitate to complain and
draw attention to themselves.   That
changed when a Congolese student was
killed in a dispute over hiring an autorick-
shaw in New Delhi last year. —AP 

Brothers recount Indian mob attacks

GREATER NOIDA: African students greet each other after Friday prayers in Greater
Noida, India. Tens of thousands of Africans live and study in India, and newly built
suburbs like Greater Noida especially draw students because they are home to sever-
al sprawling private universities. But prejudice and racism are near-constants for
Africans in the country. —AP 

BEIJING: Cyclists ride past a mural depicting Beijing city landmarks in a former industrial area that has been con-
verted to an arts district in Beijing yesterday. —AP 

KASHGAR: Three times a day, alarms
ring out through the streets of China’s
ancient Silk Road city of Kashgar, and
shopkeepers rush out of their stores
swinging government-issued wooden
clubs. In mandatory anti-terror drills
conducted under police supervision
and witnessed by Reuters on a recent
visit, they fight off imaginary knife-
wielding assailants. Armored paramili-
tary and police vehicles circle with
sirens blaring. China says it faces a
serious threat from Islamist extremists
in this far Western Xinjiang region.
Beijing accuses separatists among the
Muslim Uighur ethnic minority there
of stirring up tensions with the ethnic
Han Chinese majority and plotting
attacks elsewhere in China.

A historic trading post, Kashgar is
also central to China’s One Belt, One
Road (OBOR) Initiative, President Xi
Jinping’s signature foreign and eco-
nomic policy involving massive infra-
structure spending linking China to
Asia, the Middle East and beyond.
China’s worst fears are that a large-
scale attack would blight this year’s
diplomatic setpiece, an OBOR summit
attended by world leaders planned for
Beijing in May. State media say the
drills, and other measures such as a
network of thousands of new street-
corner police posts, are aimed making
everyone feel safer.

But many residents say the drills
are just part of an oppressive security
operation that has been ramped up in
Kashgar and other cities in Xinjiang’s
Uighur heartland in recent months. As
well as taking part in drills, shopkeep-
ers must, at their own expense, install
password-activated security doors,
“panic buttons” and cameras that film
not just the street outside but also
inside their stores, sending a direct
video feed to police. For Uighurs like
the owner of an online multimedia
company facing one of Kashgar ’s
main streets it is not about security,
but mass surveillance.

“We have no privacy,” said the busi-
ness owner who, like almost everyone
Reuters spoke to in Kashgar, did not
want to give his name. “They want to

see what you’re up to.” A Chinese
security source, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, told Reuters the
new security measures in Xinjiang
were not politically motivated, but
based on fresh developments and
intelligence. He declined to elaborate.
The Xinjiang government and the
State Council Information Office,
which doubles as the Communist
Party spokesman’s office, did not
respond to requests for comment.
China routinely denies pursuing
repressive policies in Xinjiang, and
points to the vast sums it spends on
economic development in the
resource-rich region. Xinjiang’s gross
domestic product last year rose 7.6
per cent, above the national average.

Religious re-education
Since ethnic riots in the regional

capital Urumqi in 2009, Xinjiang has
been plagued by bouts of deadly vio-
lence. The incidence of attacks report-
ed in state media have actually
declined markedly, both in frequency
and scale, since a spate of bombings
and mass stabbings in Xinjiang and
southwestern Yunnan Province in
2014. But Chinese state media say the
threat remains high and the
Communist Party has vowed to con-
tinue what it terms its own “war on
terror” against spreading Islamist
extremism. In Xinjiang, this can also
be seen at weekly flag-raising cere-
monies that Uighurs, a Turkic-speak-
ing people who formed the majority
in Xinjiang before an influx of Han
Chinese, are required to attend to
denounce religious extremism and
pledge fealty under the Chinese flag.
At one such event witnessed by
Reuters in Hotan, a former Silk Road
oasis town 500 km southeast of
Kashgar, more than 1,000 people filed
onto an open-air basketball court
where Party officials checked their
names against an attendance list and
inspected their dress and appearance.
“Best you take this off or I’ll send you
to re-education,” said one female offi-
cial, pulling back the black hijab worn
by a middle-aged Uighur woman to

expose her forehead and hair. Hotan
authorities offer 2,000 yuan ($290)
rewards for those who report “face
coverings and robes, youth with long
beards, or other popular religious cus-
toms that have been radicalized”, as
part of a wider incentive system that
rewards actionable intelligence on
imminent attacks.

Xinjiang lawmakers this week
approved legislation extending a pro-
hibition on “abnormal” beards and
the wearing of veils in public places
across the whole region. The new
rules came into force yesterday. This
month a video purportedly released
by the Islamic State group showed
Uighur fighters training in Iraq and
vowing that blood would “flow in
rivers” in China.

‘Grid-style’ surveillance
The architect of the anti-terror

drills and other new measures in
Xinjiang is Chen Quanguo, appointed
Communist Party boss in the region in
August in what analysts said was an
implicit endorsement of his hard-line
management of ethnic strife in neigh-
boring Tibet. Chen has made his mark
swiftly, culminating last month in
what state media described as mass
“anti-terror” rallies across Xinjiang’s
four largest cities involving tens of
thousands of paramilitary troops and
police. One of Chen’s most visible ini-
tiatives has been to build thousands of
what the authorities call “convenience
police stations” across Xinjiang and
hire some 30,000 new officers to man
them. They are present on almost
every intersection in Kashgar, typically
just hundreds of meters apart, in what
Chen calls a “grid-style social manage-
ment” system he pioneered in Tibet.
Local state media have praised the ini-
tiative as a new benchmark in commu-
nity-based policing. Critics, including
Uighur and rights groups, say the real
purpose of the convenience police sta-
tions is to spy on the population.
Citizens are encouraged to use the sta-
tions to charge their mobile phones,
have a cup of tea or shelter from the
elements.—Reuters

Terror threats transform Uighur 

heartland into a security state

Muslims in Xinjiang face restrictions on Islamic dress

Indian highways

run dry after

court liquor ban
NEW DELHI: Thousands of liquor outlets along India’s
national and state highways closed after a Supreme Court
order kicked in yesterday in an attempt to reduce drunken
driving on the world’s deadliest roads. The top court set
the April 1 deadline in December barring liquor shops from
operating within a range of 500 meters from India’s high-
ways, where 17 traffic accident deaths occur every hour. On
Friday the court dismissed a slew of petitions seeking a
reprieve on the ban, including from state governments
which had sought more time to implement the order.
However, the court extended the ban to pubs, bars and
restaurants near highways, with the government estimated
to lose billions of rupees in taxes.

Last year the court told the government not to renew
existing licenses after March 31 and banned issuance of
fresh licences in the prohibited area. It also ordered the
removal of all liquor banners and advertisements from
such routes. India, which has a network of 250,000 kilome-
ters of national and state highways, tops the world’s dead-
liest roads. Nearly 150,000 people were killed in 2015,
according to the ministry of road transport and highways.
Of those, 6,755 deaths were caused due to drunken driv-
ing, the ministry said.

The government has launched fresh initiatives to make
roads safer, including revamping infrastructure and pro-
posed stringent laws. Under a new proposed law drunken
drivers would be fined rupees 10,000 ($154) up from 500
($7) and handed jail terms ranging from three to six
months.  Harman Singh Sidhu of Arrive Safe NGO, one of
the petitioner’s in the liquor ban said that it was a historic
ruling that had led to the closure of nearly 48,000 liquor
shops. “It is certainly going to save lots of lives and bring
awareness to the public about this health hazard,” Sidhu
said. India owns just one percent of the world’s vehicles
but accounts for 15 percent of global traffic deaths, accord-
ing to the World Bank.— AFP 

Kashmiris incensed

as Indian troops

make kids do situps

SRINAGAR: The 11-year-old boy set out for a stroll with a
friend in the main city of the disputed region of Kashmir. It
was a sunny spring day, and quiet, during a general strike
and after anti-India protests and clashes had subsided with
no injuries reported. But Wednesday’s walk quickly became
traumatic, Mir Mehran recounted, as he and his friend were
stopped by Indian paramilitary soldiers who mocked them
and questioned why they were out walking and then pun-
ished the boys in the street.

“They asked us to hold our earlobes and do situps for 10
times. As we were doing so, they laughed at us,” Mehran
said after photographs began circulating and sparked out-
rage among local Kashmiris. The other boy quickly did the
situps and then ran away, but Mir said he was too terrified
and waited until the soldiers allowed him to go. He said
that later that evening, “I was thinking they could have
killed me or done something else. I was scared.”

Seeing Kashmiri residents doing calisthenics on the side
of the road was common in the 1990s, as government
forces sought to humiliate people as a way of dissuading
any support for armed rebels fighting against Indian rule in
the disputed Himalayan territory. As the rebellion was
crushed, Indian soldiers mostly stopped using public situps
as a form of punishment.  So when photos appeared on
social media showing the skinny boy in a red sweater
forced to sit, squat and crunch awkwardly while surround-
ed by armed soldiers in riot gear, Kashmiris were outraged.
Some called the episode “shameful”; one person said it rep-
resented Indian “subjugation at its peak.”

Mehran’s father was relieved Mir’s experience wasn’t
worse, but is still appalled as he explains that such acts
reinforce residents’ mistrust of Indian troops. “This is wrong
and tyrannical against a child,” said Mohammed Qayoom
Mir, a clerk in a government office. “They spare neither eld-
ers nor children. Thank God they made him do only situps
and didn’t beat him up.” Most people in the Indian-con-
trolled portion of Kashmir favor its independence or a
merger with neighboring Pakistan, which also administers
a part of the territory across a heavily militarized de facto
border through the mountains. Since 1989, at least 70,000
people have been killed in an armed uprising and ensuing
Indian military crackdown.

“A child being humiliated by soldiers, this is a devastat-
ing sight for any parent,” said rights activist Khurram Parvez
in a message posted on Facebook. Rights groups have long
accused Indian forces of using systematic abuse and unjus-
tified arrests. The Indian government has acknowledged
the problem exists, but denies it is part of a wide strategy
to intimidate residents and that such allegations are meant
to demonize troops.  India’s paramilitary force said it would
investigate the incident.  “We’ll check out and identify the
troops. If there has been any wrongdoing, action will be
taken,” said spokesman Bhavesh Chaudhary of India’s
Central Reserve Police Force. He did not elaborate on what
sort of action might be taken.—AP 

KASHMIR: Kashmiri villagers watch from a mosque dur-
ing the funeral procession for rebel Tauseef Ahmed
Wagay at Kanjkul village in Yaripora, in south Kashmir’s
Kulgam district. — AFP 


