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Kuwait Army begins
enrolling martyrs’ sons

KUWAIT: Enrollment in the military began for sons of
military personnel who had fallen as martyrs, missing
and participants in Arab wars and Kuwait’s liberation
operation, the army chairmanship of staff declared yes-
terday.  Others entitled for registration were sons of
those who had served in the military for 30 years, those
registered in the 1965 census and military servicemen
who concluded the service ahead of August 2nd, 1990.
This initiative has been taken in response to instructions
by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah to honor the
personnel who had defended the national soil and sac-
rificed for the homeland. —KUNA

Kuwait backs resolution
condemning settlements

KUWAIT: Kuwait has expressed support for a pro-
posed resolution forwarded by the Palestinian dele-
gation to the 136th Inter-Parliamentary Union’s con-
ference denouncing a bill by the Israeli Knesset that
legalizes settlements in the West Bank. The Kuwaiti
parliamentary delegation, taking part in the IPU con-
ference, has expressed backing for the Palestinian-
presented draft resolution, during sideline coordina-
tion meetings of the Gulf and Islamic groups, said MP
Rakan Al-Nisf, head of the Kuwaiti Parliamentary
Caucus, taking part in the event. —KUNA

By Muna Al-Fuzai

muna@kuwaittimes.net

The 2017 Arab Summit

The 28th Arab Summit, which was held on March 29 in
Jordan, concluded its meetings with a closing statement
that is worth examining. Twenty-two member countries

of the Arab League participated in this summit, except for
Syria, which has been suspended by the League since 2011.
The summit was due to be held in Yemen, but because of the
political situation there, the summit was shifted to Jordan.

The summit’s discussions do not mean much to Arab citi-
zens, but the final statement, conclusions and results of the
meetings and what can be transformed from a declaration
and agreement to an effective action plan is what matters. I
think the Arab Summit ended with a clear success for the
Gulf states and their interests. This clearly upset some pow-
ers in the region.

There is always a common understanding that Arab sum-
mits have no positive impact in dealing with crises in Arab
countries, with many considering them routine events with-
out offering anything new. Despite the pessimistic expecta-
tions by some Arab media, this summit came up unexpected-
ly with a new stand. I believe the closing statement was bold
and clear and showed the position of the Gulf states and Arab
support. Of course, the statement did not appeal to some
here, so they criticized the summit and its resolutions,
although they were not specifically named.

Let me explain why I think this summit was a success.
Firstly, I think there is no harm in reiterating support for an old
and urgent issue such as the Palestinian case, which means
standing with the demands of the Palestinians, even with the
existence of new issues such as terrorism and Islamophobia in
the Arab and international arena. Most importantly, the clos-
ing statement expressed Arab leaders’ readiness to achieve a
“historic reconciliation” with Israel in return for its withdrawal
from the territories occupied in the 1967 war.

All agreed on the importance of ending the long conflict
on the basis of the two-state solution, which guarantees the
establishment of a Palestinian state. So no more shouting,
condemning and demanding the exit of the Israelis from
Palestine as an only solution for peace - the Arabs are look-
ing at the caserealistically and calling for what can be
achieved through possible negotiations, and not the impos-
sible or imaginary.

Arab leaders also expressed their support for a political
solution in Syria as well as the legitimate government in
Yemen. Here I see the vision of the Gulf states - a position that
disturbed the Houthis and their supporters, who rushed to
reject the closing statement of the Arab summit. The status of
refugees was also on the agenda, and everyone agreed to
renew their commitment to support Arab countries that are
hosting refugees to enable them to bear the cost of hosting
them. They agreed to put forward the issue of adopting new
programs to support these countries at the Brussels confer-
ence to be held on April 5.

The gathering also reaffirmed the sovereignty of the
United Arab Emirates over its three islands, supported its right
to all peaceful measures to restore sovereignty over its lands
and called to invite Iran to find a peaceful solution to the issue
through direct negotiations or the International Court of
Justice.  Finally, the summit supported all efforts to defeat
“terrorism” everywhere, and this means the support of the
international coalition against terrorism and the Security
Council resolutions in this regard.

I believe that there are various purposes behind Arab sum-
mits, which is the confirmation of the collective views of Arab
issues and agreements despite possible differences, because
such summits open the lines of communication and agree-
ment. I believe that the recent Arab Summit achieved its
agreed goals on fundamental and important issues.

Local spotlight

Kuwaiti youth win
Geneva exhibit prize 

GENEVA: Winning two gold prizes by the Kuwaiti team
in the International Exhibition of Inventions of Geneva
represent Kuwaiti youth’s determination and creativity
in the field of science, said senior Kuwait official. The
Kuwaiti team of high school youth competed against
others from China and Japan, Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative to the UN and international organiza-
tions Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim said yesterday.
The event is an opportunity for Kuwaiti youth to share
experience and boost their skills, he added. Kuwaitis
have already won several prizes in the same event with-
in the past few years, said Ghunaim. —KUNA

Municipality 

employee arrested 

for taking bribes

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: A 43-year-old citizen working for Kuwait
Municipality was recently arrested for taking bribes.
Security sources said the case came to light when an
Egyptian representative of a restaurant company applied
to renew the license of one of the restaurant’s branches in
Ardhiya. The suspect - a food inspector - immediately told
him that the application could not be approved because
there were a number of violations, which was rejected by
the representative. To his astonishment, the inspector
asked him for KD 2,000 to ‘forget’ about the so-called viola-
tions, which made the representative report the matter.
The suspect was arrested red-handed while receiving
marked bribe money. 

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunica-
tions company in Kuwait, proudly received 6
prizes as part of the second edition of Kuwait’s
Public Relations and Customer Service Prize.
The event, hosted by Kuwait’s Public Relations
Association, comes under the patronage of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

The prizes Zain received included:
“Excellence in Customer Service”, “Excellence in
Social Awareness”, “Excellence in Corporate
Communications and Relations”, “Excellence in
Website Services”, and “Excellence in Call
Center”. In addition, Zain Kuwait’s Corporate
Communications and Relations Director
Waleed Al-Khashti received “PR Personality of
the Year 2016.”

The awards ceremony witnessed the
attendance of His Highness the Amir’s repre-
sentative, the Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh, who, alongside
Chairman of Kuwait’s Public Relations
Association Jamal Al-Nasrullah, presented
the wards to Zain’s Corporate
Communications and Relations Director
Waleed Al-Khashti and Zain Kuwait’s
Customer Care Director Raed Al-Thaqeb. 

Kuwait’s Public Relations Association dedi-
cated this prize to shed light on the distin-
guished efforts and achievements of compa-
nies and organizations in the fields of public
relations and customer service across all

industries from both the public and private
sectors. The event also featured a number of
workshops about the strategies of public rela-
tions and customer service targeted at
employees of ministries and organizations. 

The judging committee - responsible for
selecting the winners - consisted of local and
international PR and Customer Service
experts, and evaluated the participating enti-
ties as per the highest international standards.
The standards included serving customers
while meeting their needs, distinguished

social contributions, excellent media pres-
ence, and more. 

During December 2016, Zain proudly
received four titles as part of the fourth
Advertising Creativity Award. The award,
organized by the Arab Media Forum, recog-
nized Zain’s “National Day TVC - Ya Bilady,”
“Ramadan TVC - Live in Peace”, “Eid TVC- Let’s
Sing,” as well as the company’s corporate sus-
tainability contributions. Zain also participat-
ed in a Public Relations and Marketing discus-
sion panel that came as part of the

Advertising Creativity Award. The awards Zain
received today showcase its distinguished
public relations and media involvement, and
further strengthens the company’s role as a
leading private sector company launching
several public relations and marketing cam-
paigns all year round. Zain will continue sup-
porting this very important field which carries
significant and informative messaging to the
public at large and the communications world
as a whole, whether through traditional or
modern media tools. 

Zain best in Public Relations, Customer Service

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House
(KFH) has introduced a foreign
currencies ATM machine at the
airport branch in collaboration
with K-Net in efforts to meet cus-
tomers’ aspirations by offering
them the best banking services
and the most convenient bank-
ing experience as per highest
standards of quality. 

“This ATM enables KFH and
non-KFH customers to withdraw
up to 4 different currencies;
Dollar, Euro, Dirham and Riyal
with a maximum limit of USD/Euro 1,000,
or Dirham/Riyal 5,000 for any single with-
drawal transaction,” said Group Chief
Retail and Private Banking Officer at KFH
Waleed Mandani. 

He added in a press release that having
the ATM machine installed at Kuwait
International Airport helps customers to
avail this innovative service and purchase

their foreign currency, indicat-
ing the Foreign Currencies ATM
gives consumers access to the
currency latest foreign
exchange rates. 

Mandani  re i terated KFH
keenness to offer best servic-
es to customers while adding
value to the banking experi-
ence by introducing services
characterized by innovation,
accuracy,  security and effi-
ciency manners. He said that
such ser vice is  of  a great

importance to customers as it is available
24/7, noting that KFH enjoys a huge ATM
network spanning different areas in
Kuwait. The bank has recently launched
special ATMs for the blind in some of its
branches. KFH works tirelessly to constant-
ly enhance its eservices and security sys-
tems to ensure delivering the best cus-
tomer service. 

KFH rolls out foreign

currencies ATM at airport

Waleed Mandani

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK)
announced yesterday the successful debut issue
from its recently established $1.5 billion Euro
Medium-Term Note (EMTN) program. The Bank
is issuing a first Tranche benchmark of $500
Million under the program, which is being joint-
ly lead managed and arranged by Citibank,
HSBC and National Bank of Abu Dhabi. This is
the debut bond issue for ABK and the first since
its acquisition of Piraeus Bank - Egypt in 2015,
and it has drawn strong interest from investors
in SE Asia, the Middle East and Europe.

Commenting on the launch, Michel Accad,
ABK’s Chief Executive, said: “ABK is the first

Kuwaiti issuer to launch a bond following
Kuwait’s recent successful debut sovereign
bond, which has allowed investors to price off
the sovereign yield curve. Our plan is to use the
proceeds of the issue to further diversify our
funding sources and to better match the tenor
of our assets through longer-dated liabilities.” 

Moody’s Investors Service (Moody’s) has
assigned a provisional senior unsecured foreign-
currency rating of A2 to ABK’s EMTN program, in
line with ABK’s long-term deposit ratings of A2.
ABK  is listed by Global Finance as one of the
world’s Top 50 safest banks and one of the Top
10 safest banks in the Middle-East.

ABK launches debut $500 million

senior unsecured bond issue

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) received three awards during the second edition of Kuwait’s Public Relations and Customer Service Prize, which was
organized recently by Kuwait’s Public Relations Association. It received the ‘Best Bank in Social Media,’ ‘Best Phone Service’ and ‘Best Website’ awards.

Five ministers invited to 

attend panel meeting
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The parliament’s financial affairs
committee invited Defense Minister Sheikh
Mohammed Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, Interior
Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah,
Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh and
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind
Al-Sabeeh to attend its meeting at 11:00
am to discuss decree law no. 69/1980 per-
taining with military personnel’s pensions
and retirement indemnities. 

Meanwhile, the parliament’s legislative
committee is scheduled to meet at 9:00
am this morning to discuss the constitu-
tionality of a request made by the parlia-
ment’s budgets and final statements’ com-

mittee to have the finance minister pro-
vide it. The committee’s meeting agenda
also includes a request to lift the immunity
of MP Mohammed Hayef Al-Mutairi ,
amending law no. 28/2011 pertaining
with the allowances of Kuwaiti teaching
staff members at the Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs, and amending clause
no. 1 of article 26 of law no. 98/2013 per-
taining the National Fund for Small and
Medium Enterprises. 

Labor residences
The state property department’s man-

ager Salah Al-Obaidan asked the munici-
pality to allocate two new sites to build
expatriate labor residences in Shuaiba

industrial area and to the south of the
municipality scrap yard.   

Industrial lands
Minister of Commerce and Industry

Khaled Al-Roudahn said the Public Authority
for Industry (PAI) will soon discuss distribut-
ing new industrial land plots, noting that
nominations would be made according to
applicants’ projects’ added value and capital,
competence, the technology used and the
number of national labor hired. Roudhan
said 4,200 initial approvals were ready, in
addition to distributing 1,048 plots in
Shedadiya. He also noted that instead of issu-
ing the needed licenses in two months,
licenses would now be issued within 15 days.


