
STOCKHOLM: After months of controversy,
Bob Dylan was in Stockholm yesterday to
finally grab his Nobel literature prize in a
meeting with the Swedish Academy, which
honored him for his poetry. The first song-
writer to receive the prestigious award,
Dylan has joined the league of Nobel laure-
ates including Thomas Mann, Samuel
Beckett, Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Doris
Lessing. At a secret time and place, the
famously reclusive Dylan was to receive his

Nobel diploma and medal in a closed meet-
ing at the weekend with members of the
Swedish Academy, which elects the win-
ners of the literature prize.

“The setting will be small and intimate,
and no media will be present; only Bob
Dylan and members of the Academy will
attend, all according to Dylan’s wishes,” Sara
Danius, permanent secretary of the
Academy said in a blog post on Wednesday. 
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Washington ‘reboots’ Egypt 

ties after years of tension

Trump to meet ‘fantastic guy’ Sisi
conspiracy theories

Just another summit

badrya_d@kuwaittimes.net

By Badrya Darwish

CAIRO: Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi meets his
counterpart and admirer Donald Trump in Washington
tomorrow for a “reboot” of relations following years of
tension with the American president’s predecessor. The
former reality television star and tycoon has made no
secret of his admiration for Sisi, an ex-army chief who
overthrew Egypt’s Islamist president in 2013 and cracked
down on his supporters.

Mohamed Morsi’s ouster, a year after he had won
Egypt’s first democratic election, and the ensuing crack-
down on Islamists prompted then US president Barack
Obama to suspend military aid to Cairo temporarily. But
when Sisi meets Trump during his first state visit to
Washington, he will see a partner who better appreciates
his “mission” to fight Islamists and militants, without
Obama’s hand-wringing over human rights.

Sisi has “led Egypt’s campaign to defeat a long-run-
ning terrorist threat in the Sinai”, a US administration offi-
cial said in a briefing on Friday. Trump “wants to use
President Al-Sisi’s visit to reboot the bilateral connection”,
he said. Sisi left for Washington yesterday and will meet
cabinet members and lawmakers ahead of tomorrow’s
meeting with Trump, his office said.

When the two met in September, they walked away
praising one another, with Sisi saying Trump shows “deep
and great understanding” of the region. And Trump
gushed about his “chemistry” with Sisi. “He’s a fantastic
guy. Took control of Egypt, and he really took control of
it,” he told Fox Business of the period after Morsi’s over-
throw which saw hundreds of Islamist protesters killed
and thousands detained.

Ahead of Sisi’s trip, five US senators announced they
would introduce a bipartisan resolution supporting
Egypt, but demanding an end to a crackdown on civil 
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KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman takes part in a rubbish collection drive organized
by the Kuwait Society for the Protection of Animals and Their Habitat (KS-PATH) and the US Embassy along
the Sulaibikhat beachfront yesterday. The objective was to preserve the natural environment and clean the
sanctuary of migratory birds.  —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 30)

KS-PATH, US Embassy in beach cleanup

TEHRAN: Iran’s hardliners are hoping they can benefit
from the rise of Donald Trump in upcoming elections,
arguing that their own country needs a tougher leader
to stand up to an American president whose adminis-
tration has put the Islamic Republic “on notice”. They say
it’s time for a “revolutionary diplomacy” to confront the
US after four years of a more conciliatory policy under
moderate incumbent President Hassan Rouhani.

Hardliners feel energized by the Trump administra-
tion’s repeated criticism of the landmark 2015 nuclear
deal. The agreement found little support among the
group, who feel Iran gave too much away in exchange
for too little in the way of sanctions relief. The US presi-
dent’s tough talk on Iran plays into hardliners’ hands
too, reinforcing anti-American sentiments they can use
to rally their base.

A group of hardliners banded together late last year
to form the Popular Front of Islamic Revolution Forces,
which is assessing more than a dozen potential candi-

dates. But with less than two months to go before the
May 19 election, they have yet to settle on one to run
against Rouhani. One potential candidate, Mohsen
Rezaei, a former chief of the elite Revolutionary Guard,
has lashed out at the administration for lacking revolu-
tionary spirit - tough words in a country that prizes the
heroes of the 1979 Islamic Revolution that created the
current governmental system. “A group (of officials) has
become hopeless and tired while trying to find a pre-
scription for problems outside the revolutionary frame-
work,” he said. 

A lack of reliable polling in Iran makes it difficult to
gauge how the election could play out, particularly giv-
en that no hopefuls have formally declared their candi-
dacies yet. But Tehran-based political analyst Soroush
Farhadi said Trump’s stance on Iran could bode ill for
Rouhani’s chances because it gives hardliners a way to
denounce his foreign policy of outreach and negotia-
tion with the West and regional rivals.

Earlier in March, the current chief of the Guard,
Mohmmad Ali Jafari, warned that an “un-revolutionary
viewpoint” that had taken hold in recent years was the
greatest danger facing Iran. The daily Javan, which is
affiliated with the Guard, has meanwhile criticized the
Rouhani administration for choosing “smile diplomacy”
that has done little to improve Iran’s standing with the
rest of the world.

While candidate Trump said he’d renegotiate or dis-
mantle the Iran nuclear deal, which Israel fiercely
opposes, his administration is continuing to implement
the accord for now. Because the agreement was negoti-
ated with a group of international powers, Washington
does not have the ability to tear it up on its own. But
continued hostility to it by the Trump administration
could discourage Western companies from doing busi-
ness in Iran and embolden US allies such as Saudi
Arabia that are hostile to Tehran.
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Iran hardliners feeling emboldened

Do you think anyone in the Arab world is still
following Arab summits? I did a survey
among my friends, and they replied, “What

summits?” They said they loved the old summits -
although they did not accomplish unity or solu-
tions for the Middle East - because they were a lit-
tle bit of fun, thanks to Col Gaddafi, bless his soul,
the deceased Libyan leader. Because at every sum-
mit he came up with something new to amuse
and abuse nations. I remember while attending a
summit in Jordan, all of a sudden there was a
huge commotion in the halls because Gaddafi left
in the middle of the summit to go find a falafel
sandwich in Amman. 

Of course he caused panic as security personnel
scrambled to follow him, and it was hilarious - a
huge joke. Gaddafi used to amuse the crowds with
his funny statements and mockery about leaders,
the summit, the Americans, etc, etc. Also, the way
he dressed was very fashionable and unique.
Nowadays, the summits are very formal and dull.
No shouting, no disputes. Maybe they have dis-
putes under the table or behind closed doors, but
not in front of the media for us. So we don’t get rich
material to chew on. 

The latest summit in Jordan was jinxed and dis-
astrous, in my opinion. First of all, I blame Jordanian
TV for misnaming our respected Amir. The broad-
caster did not do so intentionally, but she should
have done her homework and known the name of
the guests who were coming. The rest of the minor
incidents which took place out of hand led to lots
of comments, posts, sharing of WhatsApp videos
and photos across the Arab world. 

Bottom-line, I care for results. There were no seri-
ous solutions. It was the usual brotherly and friend-
ly hugging and kissing and then goodbye without
any solutions to the many problems we are facing
in Iraq, Syria, Palestine, Libya, etc.  
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KUWAIT: Families of some mentally-disabled girls con-
sumed with fear about their daughters’ future and
their own reputations have used this as an excuse to
remove their wombs as soon as they reach puberty,
according to a report in Al-Qabas daily. Head of the
genetic diseases center at the maternity hospital Dr
Laila Bastaki said several such surgeries have been
conducted in Kuwait upon the request of parents. 

Obstetrics, gynecology and infertility consultant
Dr Naheda Al-Ali said many hysterectomies on girls
with severe mental disabilities, clinical cases and
those suffering from brain paralysis have been done
upon parents’ requests and doctors’ approval. She
added that she herself had taken part in three out of
five hysterectomies she witnessed when she worked
at the maternity hospital. 

Meanwhile, psychologists and sociologists said
parents resort to such surgeries due to sexual taboos
and lack of awareness in Gulf societies. They called for
boosting parental awareness on how to deal with
such children of various ages. Legally speaking, a
number of lawyers said such surgeries must be
incriminated unless they are done for compelling
medical reasons. 

Dr Ahmed Al-Kurdi, a cleric at the awqaf min-
istry’s fatwa department, said removing the womb
or any other organ is religiously forbidden unless
done for medical reasons. “There is no use of remov-
ing a mentally-disabled girl’s womb, as this will not
protect her from being raped or sexually assaulted,”
he underlined.

‘Fearful’ families 

removing wombs 

of disabled girls

Slow Train Coming: Dylan 

in Sweden to accept Nobel 

STOCKHOLM: Permanent Secretary of the Swedish Academy Sara Danius enters a concert
by US songwriter and singer Bob Dylan at the Stockholm Waterfront yesterday.  —AP 

BOGOTA: Mudslides have killed 112 peo-
ple, injured 180 and left up to 200 missing
after destroying homes in southern
Colombia, the Red Cross and officials said
yesterday. The surge swept away houses,
bridges, vehicles and trees, leaving piles
of wrecked timber and brown mud, army
photographs from the town of Mocoa
showed. The mudslides struck late Friday
after days of torrential rain. President Juan
Manuel Santos visited Mocoa, the capital
of Putumayo department, on Saturday to
supervise rescue and assistance efforts in

the heavily forested region. “I have just
been informed that 112 people are dead,”
he said. “We don’t know how many more
there will be; we are still searching.”

Earlier, the Red Cross aid group’s rescue
official Cesar Urena told AFP that 92 peo-
ple were dead and 180 injured. He
warned that the death toll - initially put at
16 - would probably rise further because
200 people were still missing. “The num-
ber is rising enormously and at consider-
able speed,” he said. 
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MOCOA, Colombia: Colombian soldiers search for victims following mudslides
caused by heavy rains in Putumayo department yesterday. — AFP

Colombia mudslides kill 

at least 112, scores hurt


