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TEPIC, Mexico: US President Donald Trump’s executive
order to sweep away Obama-era climate change regula-
tions jeopardizes efforts across his country to build
resilience to intensifying natural disasters, experts have
warned. The executive order, signed on Tuesday, could
make it harder to keep global temperature rise to 1.5
degrees Celsius, the lower limit governments have
pledged to strive for in a UN accord, they said. 

“These reversals are coming at a moment when the
impacts of climate change are intensifying,” said Heather
Coleman, climate change policy manager at Oxfam
America. “The president is playing politics with people’s
lives,” she told journalists in a telephone briefing. Trump’s
order has drawn swift condemnation from a coalition of
states and local governments, as well as green groups who
say it threatens public health and have vowed to fight it in
court. The main target of the executive order is the Clean
Power Plan introduced by former US President Barack
Obama, requiring states to slash carbon emissions from
power plants. It is a key factor in the US’s ability to meet its
commitments under the UN climate change agreement
reached by nearly 200 countries in Paris in 2015. Trump, a
Republican, and several key members of his administration
have doubts about climate change, but it remains unclear
whether the president will pull the United States out of the
Paris deal, in line with a campaign promise. 

“If you don’t want to call it climate change, that’s fine -
you can call it whatever you want, but the point is, we’re
dealing with this new reality and we have to address it
head on,” said Belinda Constant, mayor of Gretna,
Louisiana, and co-chair of the Mississippi River Cities and
Towns Initiative. The frequency and severity of disasters is
on the rise and costs are unprecedented, she said.
Persistent disasters along the Mississippi River alone have
cost over $50 billion since 2011, draining the local econo-
my, she added. The executive order would have a direct
impact on resilience to disasters, she said, with both jobs
and infrastructure at risk if requirements by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for states and
local government to build climate risks into planning are
eliminated, she said. —Reuters
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DUJIANGYAN, China: Failing eyesight,
poor digestion, bad teeth, limbs no
longer so limber: With captive giant
pandas living longer than ever, the list
of their physical and even emotional
needs is growing. China, the pandas’
native home, is seeking to cater to those
requirements with a special home for
the old timers along with customized
diets, exercise and other care aimed at
improving their quality of life.

“Of course we spend more energy
taking care of old pandas,” said Xu Yalin,
a panda keeper for 19 years at the China
Conservation and Research Center for
the Giant Panda Dujiangyan Base in the
southwestern province of Sichuan.
“Every day we need to interact with
them closely and check their mental
state,” Xu said. “We also examine their
feces, the shape of it and so on. We wor-
ry more about the old pandas than the
juveniles.” Pandas are considered old
after they turn 20. The current longevity
champion, Basi, recently turned 37 and
lives in Fujian province in southeast
China. Of the roughly 30 pandas at the
base, Xu is responsible for three, all of
them over 20 and starting to develop
health issues from failing eyesight to
poor digestion and teeth worn down by
a lifetime of chomping bamboo. Those
who can no longer handle coarse bam-
boo shoots get the more tender leaves
instead. They eat, sleep and do little
else, to the delight of the visitors.  

One of Xu’s charges, a 24-year-old
female named Qiao Yuan, gets fruits and
smooth corn porridge rather than the
wowotou bread made of corn and
sorghum that younger pandas receive.

“Another panda, who was rescued from
the wild, does not eat bamboo because
of his bad teeth, so every day we chop
bamboo leafs and mix them with pieces
of the corn and sorghum bread, with
carrots and apples,” Xu said. 

“It’s like a bamboo-flavored salad.”
Xu visits Qiao Yuan first thing each
morning to ensure she spent a good
night. While feeding her a snack of car-
rots and apples, she performs several

exercises aimed at checking Qiao Yuan’s
eyesight and teeth. She also has her
stand up, to make her stretch her limbs.
Dinner is at 4 p.m. - more bamboo and
porridge, which Qiao Yuan eagerly
slurps up.  “Looking at Qiao Yuan’s
behavior at her age, you can’t help but
think about an old human being that
has difficulty eating and walking,” said
Xu. “Taking care of an old panda is just
like taking care of an old person.”—AP
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GUANGDONG, China: In this file photo, one-month-old triplet panda cubs
receive body checks at the Chimelong Safari Park in Guangzhou in south
China’s Guangdong province. —AP


