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GARANGO, Burkina Faso: Sitting under
the shade of a tree, a group of women
drink traditional cocktail to escape the
searing 40-degree-Celsius heat.  Perched
on a massive tricycle, one woman passes
a wooden bowl full of beer to her neigh-
bor, whose eyes are closed. The 30
women gathered in this town of central
Burkina Faso are all blind, paralyzed or
suffer from epilepsy. “I used to crawl on all
fours, dragging myself on the ground to
get to school,” said Ela Bonkoungou, who
since contracting meningitis at the age of
five has been paralyzed in both legs. 

Disabled people make up more than
10 percent of the population in Burkina
Faso, and are more likely to live in
poverty and struggle to find jobs,
according to Light for the World, an
international disability and develop-
ment charity. Rights activists say the sit-
uation is even worse for disabled
women, who face additional stigma,
even from their families. But change is
afoot. In 2010, a group of 70 disabled
women started the town’s first union for
disabled women, with the help of a local
community centre. The women meet
several times a month at the Garango cen-
tre to discuss anything from jobs to their
children’s education. The union, with help
from Light for the World, aims to facilitate

disabled people’s access to education, jobs
and health and social services - an approach
developed by the World Health
Organization, UNESCO and the International
Labor Organization, and known as “commu-
nity-based rehabilitation”. 

Gaining independence
In the centre’s courtyard, wooden

tables showcase basketwork, bright
wrap skirts, bronze statuettes and veg-
etables such as tomatoes, onions and
cucumbers. “We sell the items to visitors,
which gives us money to pay for rice
and millet at home,” said Bonkoungou,
the association’s secretary, sitting
proudly on a massive metal tricycle.
Thanks to a local Catholic mission, she
and other paralyzed women from the
association have received free tricycles,
which allow them to move freely on the
region’s sandy roads.

The tricycles normally cost 150,000
CFA francs ($250) each, almost four
times the average monthly income per
capita as estimated by the World Bank.
“But there are still domestic tasks we
cannot do, like fetching water from the
well,” Bonkoungou added, with other
women in the group nodding behind
her. “As disabled women, we face more
problems than men. Here in Garango, all

our husbands have taken a second able-
bodied wife, to do what we can’t.”

To become more economically stable
and independent, the women in the
committee have created their own
micro-credit system.

Each member pays 3,000 CFA francs
($5) when joining the committee, plus
an annual subscription of 1,000 CFA
francs ($1.50). The management com-
mittee designates the women most in
need, who can benefit from a loan of up
to 25,000 CFA francs ($40), while all
members receive training on running
their own business. “As long as we are
together, we can forget about our dis-
ability,” said Bonkoungou. 

Independent women
The disabled women hope the initia-

tive can help them fight rampant stig-
ma. According to Gaston Gansame,
supervisor of the Garango centre, dis-
abled women in Burkina Faso have to
cope with prejudice on a daily basis.
“Many Burkinabe think God created the
women’s disability,” he said. “Some
think the women aren’t even able to
procreate.”  Salamatou Banse, another
woman affectionately nicknamed “the
old lady” by the rest of the group, cheer-
fully waves her crutch.  —Reuters

SYDNEY: Wading through flooded areas can be dangerous
anywhere in the world, but in Australia the waters may con-
tain snakes, crocodiles and sharks as well as rubbish and
sewage. One of the striking images showing the impact of cat-
egory four Cyclone Debbie which smashed through northeast
Australia this week was a paramedic’s photo of a large bull
shark that washed up on a road near the town of Ayr. And
sharks are not the only unusual sightings in floodwaters in
Australia’s tropical north. 

Queensland state authorities warned that crocodiles and
snakes could also be lurking around after Debbie hit. “Flooded
waterways increase the possibilities of crocodiles and other
animals, such as snakes turning up in unexpected places,” the
state’s environment and heritage protection department said.
“In most circumstances, crocodiles will be moving through,
trying to get out of fast-flowing creeks and waterways to the
quieter areas they prefer.

“Snakes are good swimmers and they too may turn up in
unexpected places and may even find their way into people’s
properties.” Paramedic Lisa Smith, who photographed the bull

shark, said she was stunned to find it lying near the Burdekin
River. “At first I thought it was a dolphin, but then I thought
‘nah, there wouldn’t be any dolphins around here,’” Smith told
Brisbane’s Courier Mail.

“I thought there were just crocs in that river. This should
definitely teach people to never walk in floodwaters as you
never know what’s in them.” Snake catcher Anthony Bailey,
from Yeppoon in central Queensland, offered on Facebook to
remove the reptiles for free after the storm, and received a
flood of responses. “We already had a brown (snake) at our
back door. Good on you guys for offering free assistance dur-
ing this time,” one person replied.

Bailey said snakes were fond of slithering indoors in wet
conditions. “They don’t like sitting out in the rain, they come
into houses or trees to escape the water and possibly looking
for some warmth,” he told the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin.
Australia is home to 20 of the world’s 25 most venomous
snakes, including the entire top 10. Brown snakes, among the
most venomous, are common in eastern Australia and can be
as much as two meters long when fully grown. —AFP

TOKYO: Japan’s whaling fleet returned yesterday from its
months-long Antarctic hunt in the name of scientific research
with a take of more than 300 minke whales, a hunt that
prompted complaints from Australia. The International Court
of Justice ruled in 2014 that Japan should halt Antarctic whal-
ing and Japan suspended its hunt for one season to re-tool its
whaling program, including measures such as cutting the
number of whales and species targeted. It resumed hunting in
the 2015-2016 seasons.

The final ships of the five-vessel whaling fleet returned to
the southwestern port of Shimonoseki, having achieved their
goal of 333 minke whales, the Fisheries Agency said. “Since a
majority of both the males and females taken were mature,
this indicates that the species is reproducing healthily,” it
added in a statement. Japan intends to take nearly 4,000
whales over the next 12 years as part of its research program
and has repeatedly said its ultimate goal is the resumption of
commercial whaling.

Shimonoseki, a major whaling port, is in Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe’s electoral district. Japan, which has long main-
tained that most whale species are not endangered and that
eating whale is part of its culture, began what it calls “scientif-
ic whaling” in 1987, a year after an international whaling
moratorium took effect. The meat ends up on store shelves,
even though most Japanese no longer eat it. Japan has
shrugged off repeated international protests, including those
from key ally the United States. 

In January, Australia said it was “deeply disappointed” that
Japan had continued its hunt, just days after Australian Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull had discussed it with Abe. The
Humane Society International (HSI), an animal protection
organization, condemned the most recent hunt. “There is no
robust scientific case for slaughtering whales,” said Kitty Block,
HSI executive vice president, in a statement ahead of the
fleet’s return. “Commercial whaling in this, or any other dis-
guise, does not meet any pressing human needs and should
be relegated to the annals of history.”—Reuters

BANGKOK: Malayan sun bears have been enjoying popsi-
cles and cold yoghurt in a Thailand zoo that has been feed-
ing its animals frozen treats and spraying them down with
water to keep them cool in the summer heat. With temper-
atures soaring to highs of 42 Celsius, keepers at Dusit Zoo
have been working to prevent animals becoming dis-
tressed, hosing down elephants and feeding chimpanzees
sweet, cold treats made from fruits and syrup.  

“These animals can be stressed out (if the weather is too
hot),” said zookeeper Sompong Sawatnam. “They will walk
around shaking their heads. Each day, we have different
kinds of popsicles made by nutritionists, which will help cool
them down.” The zoo has also set up sprinklers and
increased the amount of shade available for animals, while
Thailand’s Public Health Ministry has warned people to keep
hydrated and remain inside to avoid heat stroke.—Reuters

BEENLEIGH: A group of workers paddle in a small boat to check on a flooded house in Beenleigh yesterday.—AFP 
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JAPAN: This undated file picture shows a mother whale
and her calf being dragged on board a Japanese ship after
being harpooned in Antarctic waters.—AFP


