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The beachfront Faena Hotel has a lobby lavish enough to
greet a pharaoh, with blinding sunlight bouncing off
oversized gilded columns. In the distance, a golden

sculpture of a mammoth's skeleton is framed by palm trees,
the aqua blue sky and gleaming Atlantic Ocean. The hotel is
the centerpiece of Faena District, a once-neglected strip of
Miami Beach where decaying structures and empty lots have
given way to opulent hotels, condos and a performing arts
center. The $1 billion project, which began in 2013, was devel-
oped by Argentine hotel magnate Alan Faena in partnership
with billionaire Len Blavatnik. The cluster of buildings is locat-
ed 2 miles north of South Beach, on a narrow strip of land
between a waterway and the ocean.

The 169-room Faena Hotel maintains the Art Deco struc-
ture of the original Saxony Hotel, built on the site in 1947, but
Faena's over-the-top renovation combines Belle Epoque
splendor with tropical flair. Faena hired everyone from a
Hollywood director to a Mexican shaman to contribute to the
hotel's ambience. Elements include tiger sculptures, golden
palm tree lamps and red roses.

Faena assigned the hotel's interior decor to Baz Luhrmann,
director of "Moulin Rouge" and "The Great Gatsby," and cos-
tume designer Catherine Martin. "For me, this is like cinema.
Here I come to offer my heart and tell my story," said Faena, a
former fashion designer, in an interview from his trailer studio.
He tapped the Argentine painter Juan Gatti to fill the hotel
with mosaics of marine life and exuberant murals with flamin-
gos, peacocks and tigers. The artwork is intended to depict the
impressions of the first explorers to reach Florida.

Less expensive
And he wanted the spa to be a Latin American experience,

so he recruited a Mexican shaman for rituals, and imported
indigenous ingredients from the Amazon for treatments. "The
architecture, design, art, culture it all allows me to have this
place to raise people up, so that people come here and feel
somehow happier," Faena said. Rooms start at $745. Less

expensive lodging is offered nearby at Casa Faena, a Spanish
beach guesthouse with 50 rooms, tall ceilings, skylights and
stained glass windows. The name Claridge can be seen in the
casa's facade, preserving the name of the site's original hotel,
which had fallen in disrepair.

"I like places that are forgotten because you can listen to
them and listen to what they have to tell you," Faena says. It's
not the first time abandoned sites have inspired Faena. He
started his partnership with Blavatnik developing an aban-
doned pier in Buenos Aires and turning old mills and ware-
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A mammoth skeleton sculpture by artist Damien Hurst is dis-
played at the Faena Hotel in Miami Beach, Fla.

A pillowcase embroidered with a fedora and feather, often
worn by hotelier Alan Faena, is on a bed in an oceanfront
room in the Faena Hotel in Miami Beach, Fla.

Photo shows gilded columns line the lobby adorned with murals by Argentinian painter Juan Gatti, known as the Cathedral, in
the Faena Hotel in Miami Beach, Fla. — AP photos

Red and white umbrellas on the beach outside of the Faena Hotel in Miami Beach, Fla.


