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'Political' song
puts Nigerian

musician in dock

Sadiq Zazzabi is a talented R&B singer in northern Nigeria,
popular among Hausa speakers across the country and
beyond for his songs about love, social issues and politics.

But for several weeks he has been caught up in a bitter rivalry
between two of the region's most powerful political figures,
one of whom is tipped for a tilt at the presidency. On the face of
it, Zazzabi, 38, fell foul of the powerful censorship board that
approves films, music and literature for decency in the conser-
vative, Muslim-majority region.

He was taken to court in the city of Kano on a two-count
charge of releasing a song the prosecutor described as "con-
taining immorality by featuring seductive dance(s) by women".
Zazzabi, however, maintains he was charged because the song,
"Maza bayan ka" (All Men Behind You), expresses open support
for former state governor Rabiu Kwankwaso and criticises the
incumbent Umar Ganduje. "My arrest is political," he told
reporters after a court appearance earlier this month. "I was
arrested for my political support for Kwankwaso." 

Ganduje's government has dismissed the claim that it
ordered his arrest. Kwankwaso was Kano state governor from
1999 to 2003 and 2011 to 2015, with Ganduje as his deputy. In
between, he served as defense minister in former president
Olusegun Obasanjo's federal government. Kwankwaso, now a
senator, and Ganduje now stand out as Kano state politics' top
rivals, both long on ambition and jockeying for power.
Kwankwaso, who lost a bid to be the All Progressive Congress'
(APC) party candidate for president against Muhammadu
Buhari two years ago, is also being tipped for a fresh shot at the
country's top post in 2019.

Widespread support 
R&B star Zazzabi has long been known as a staunch

Kwankwaso supporter. By claiming a politically motivated
arrest, he was widely seen as pointing the finger at Ganduje.
The head of the Kano censors board, Ismail Afakallahu, called
the claim "cheap blackmail".  But Zazzabi's view appears to be
gaining traction. Huge crowds of supporters, including film-
makers and other musicians, have flocked to court in a show of
solidarity with the singer. Many were dressed in white kaftans
and red hats-the trademark uniform of the "Kwankwasiyya"
(pro-Kwankwaso) political movement.

During one appearance, the judge ordered them out of the
courtroom to allow him to read his ruling but they refused to
budge.  Zazzabi's controversial song played constantly outside
from car stereos and posters of the former governor were
prominent, much like at a political rally. Proceedings were then
abandoned and the singer was granted bail.

Power base 
Kano's censorship board was set up in 2002 to regulate the

city's booming film and music industry popular among Hausa
speakers in the north and across west Africa. Approval is
mandatory before release to ensure films, music and literature
confirm to Islamic law that runs parallel to the federal and state
justice systems in 12 northern states. Physical contact between
men and women in films is prohibited, as is singing and danc-
ing by women, and any lewd display of amorous affection.
Filmmakers have fallen foul of the censors, as have singers,
whose songs tackle social issues such as forbidden love and
political discontent. Last year, Dahiru Daukaka, a popular singer
in the northeastern city of Yola, was kidnapped days after
releasing a scathing anti-graft song against the ruling party.  He
was released unhurt. Zazzabi's predicament appears to be
along similar lines but observers suggested it may backfire on
Ganduje, since the musician's arrest has piqued interest in what
the song might contain. —AFP

Grant, Ingram to

receive stars on Music

City Walk of Fame

Christian music singer Amy Grant and Nashville philanthro-
pist Martha R Ingram will be honored with stars on the
Music City Walk of Fame next month in Tennessee. The

Nashville Convention & Visitors Corp. made the announcement
Thursday. The ceremony will be at 1 pm April 27 in Walk of Fame
Park. The new stars will bring the total on the Walk of Fame to 76.

Inductees are recognized for significant contributions to pre-
serving Nashville's musical heritage and for their contributions
through music or other industry collaboration. The Walk of Fame
was created in 2006 on Nashville's Music Mile, which connects
downtown to Music Row. The inductees are represented by per-
manent sidewalk medallions displayed in a star and guitar
design. — AP

In this April 25, 2016 file photo, singer Amy Grant poses for a
portrait at her home in Nashville. — AP

On Tuesday, it will be "1984" again in movie theaters
across the country. About 190 art-house theaters have
banded together to show the 1984 big-screen adapta-

tion of George Orwell's dystopian masterpiece as a pointed
comment on the presidency of Donald Trump, whose "alterna-
tive facts" administration has already sent "1984" back up the
bestseller lists . "It's what's in the air. People want to do some-
thing," says Dylan Skolnick, an organizer of the event and co-
director of the Cinema Arts Centre in Huntington, New York.
"This started with a conversation about: 'We need to do some-
thing. Well, what do we do? We show movies.' So the obvious
answer was: We should show a movie."

Cinemas around the country are increasingly programming
with political protest in mind, playing movies that have new-
found resonance for those who disagree with the policies of
the Republican president. In May, some 60 theaters are plan-
ning to screen films from the predominantly Muslim nations
targeted by Trump's proposed travel ban. That initiative has
been dubbed the Seventh Art Stand and billed as "an act of
cinematic solidarity against Islamophobia." Cinemas, particu-
larly independent ones, are places to gather and connect, and
they are finding under Trump a renewed sense of mission that
goes beyond the usual arguments for the big-screen experi-
ence over streaming.

Political demagogue
"To really genuinely connect with other people - which

seems to be a consistent theme our country is struggling with
- it's all about being in a corporal public sphere together, and
doing that in and around art," says Courtney Sheehan, execu-
tive director of Seattle's Northwest Film Forum and an organ-
izer of the Seventh Art Stand. "We're not just an ancillary com-
ponent of social change conversation. This is ground zero for
action." A Trump effect has already been partially seen in the
recent box-office success of Jordan Peele's horror hit "Get
Out" and Raoul Peck's James Baldwin documentary "I Am Not
Your Negro" - movies that offer straight talk on racial issues
that might be lacking in Washington. On the small screen,
Turner Classic Movies more cheekily programmed Elia Kazan's
"A Face in the Crowd," with Andy Griffith as a populist radio
personality who rises to political demagogue, to air on
Inauguration Day.

"1984," the second movie version starring John Hurt and
Richard Burton, will play in 175 cities and 44 states, as well as a
few internationally in Canada, England and Sweden. The event
has been organized under the name United States of Cinema;
its website lists the participating theaters. April 4th was select-
ed because that's when Orwell's Winston Smith begins his for-
bidden diary as a rebellion against his oppressive government.
"It's just a work that has a lot of resonance with what's going
on. It hits a lot of crucial notes," says Skolnick. "Orwell wrote
about and the film talks about the essential thing of being
able to say two plus two equals four, even if the government
says, 'No, two plus two equals five.'

Participating theaters
A similar motivation fueled Richard Abramowitz, founder

and president of the indie film distributor Abramorama. He
and Sheehan began discussing organizing something at the
Sundance Film Festival in January and their plan has attracted
the support of Steve Buscemi, Jonathan Demme, Woody
Harrelson and more. Other companies have joined, as well; the
online video hub Vimeo will show shorts focused on refugee
stories. Since first announcing the Seventh Art Stand two
weeks ago, Sheehan says participating theaters have doubled
from 30 to about 60. The most, she says, are in Indiana.
Theaters have a long list of films from which to choose from
Iran, Syria, Sudan, Yemen, Libya and Somalia.

(The most recent version of the travel ban has thus far been
blocked by the courts.) Most notable is Iranian filmmaker
Asghar Farhadi's Oscar-winning "The Salesman." The celebrat-
ed filmmaker boycotted February's Academy Awards, where
he won his second Oscar, because of the travel ban.
Abramowitz calls the movie theater "a safe space now," where
people can experience other cultures "that are being more
threatened now than before." "We recognize that there are far
more people that are welcoming in this country than not. And
we wanted to try to create spaces all over the country where
people could recognize this," says Abramowitz. "We thought
maybe this would be a good way to engage the community
rather than sit around and fume." — AP

Art houses program protest as
'1984' heads back to theaters

This image released by Cohen Media group shows Shahab
Hosseini, left, and Taraneh Alidoosti in a scene from ‘The
Salesman.’ — AP


