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NEW DELHI: Abattoirs in India called off
a four-day strike after the most popu-
lous state of Uttar Pradesh, ruled by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s party,
gave assurances that mainly Muslim-
run, unlicensed slaughter houses would
not be shut down or attacked.
Separately, in Modi’s western home
state of Gujarat, lawmakers of his ruling
party stiffened the punishment for cow
slaughter to life imprisonment, the
toughest such measure aimed at pro-
tecting cows, widely considered holy by
Hindus. Earlier, the maximum punish-
ment had been a seven-year jail term.

State elections are due by year-end
in Gujarat, where 1,000 people, mostly
Muslims, were killed in 2002 after a
wave of Hindu-Muslim riots when Modi
was chief minister. A Supreme Court
investigation found no case against
Modi, who denied wrongdoing. Shrill
demands by rightwing Hindu groups to
stop the slaughter of cows threaten to

stoke a fresh wave of communal ten-
sion, as Muslims, who make up 14 per-
cent of India’s 1.3 billion people, domi-
nate the meat trade.

After the appointment of Hindu
hardliner Yogi Adityanath as chief minis-
ter of Uttar Pradesh following a land-
slide election victory for Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party, slaughterhouses
and meat shops suffered attacks by
Hindu vigilante groups. “We have decid-
ed to call off the strike after a meeting
with the chief minister, who assured us
that the state government will renew
the licenses of slaughter houses,”
Chaudhary Aley Ummar Qureshi, a gen-
eral secretary of the Muslim All India
Jamiatul Quresh, told Reuters from
Lucknow, the state capital.

Traders will resume selling meat after
the end on Wednesday of the nine-day
Hindu festival of Navratra, during which
participants fast and abstain from meat,
Qureshi said. “The government also

assured us of protection from any arbi-
trary or unlawful crackdown,” Qureshi
said. The state government would not
discriminate on religious grounds, said
health minister Siddharth Nath Singh,

who attended the traders’ meeting with
Adityanath. “Anyone creating trouble in
the name of religion, from now on, will
not be tolerated,” he told a TV network
soon after. — Reuters 

Indian abattoirs end strike on assurances 

MEERUT, India: Not a buffalo in sight as businessman Haji
Shadab paced the silent abattoir, his meat shipments indefi-
nitely on hold as India reels from a crisis threatening its repu-
tation as the world’s largest buffalo meat exporter. A zealous
campaign to protect cows - considered sacred by Hindus - by
a new rightwing government in Uttar Pradesh state has sent
India’s $4.8 billion buffalo meat industry into a tailspin as
slaughterhouses have closed and exports stalled.

Hindu hardliners have long accused abattoirs - largely run
by Muslims - of covering up the slaughter of cows and passing
off the meat as buffalo, which are not revered as holy. In Uttar
Pradesh, those radical Hindus have a new hero: Yogi
Adityanath, a firebrand priest who took office in March prom-
ising tougher penalties for cow slaughter and a crackdown on
illegal slaughterhouses.

Just days after he was sworn in, three Muslim-run butcher
shops in Hathras were torched - a bad omen for India’s largest
meat-producing state, home to more than half its abattoirs.
Police then began shutting butcheries, some of which had
been operating for decades, for alleged violations of local
laws, grinding Uttar Pradesh’s entire buffalo meat industry to
a halt. Outraged butchers launched a statewide strike
Monday, while for exporters like Shadab - who ships around
70 tonnes of buffalo meat a day to Asia and the Middle East -
his supply of livestock dried up.

“We are not taking fresh orders from clients while the situa-
tion here is unclear,” Shadab told AFP at his Meerut slaughter-
house, which employed 1,500 staff before he sent them home
until further notice. “But in the long term, buyers will certainly
move to other countries if we can’t deliver.”

Crippling impact 
The crippling buffalo shortage is being felt economy-

wide in Uttar Pradesh, a state of 200 million where more
than one in 10 are directly involved in meat and related
businesses like leatherwork and transportation, industry fig-
ures show. In Lucknow, restaurants which have been selling
buffalo kebabs for more than a century have pulled the sig-
nature dish from the menu, unable to source the meat. “You
can see for yourself what impact this is having. We’ve hardly
got any customers,” Yahaya Rizwan told AFP at his deserted
eatery Mubeen’s.  

Even the city zoo has resorted to feeding lions and tigers
white meat to counter the buffalo shortage, said zoo director
Anupam Gupta. Cow slaughter is illegal in Uttar Pradesh and
many other states, with some enforcing life sentences. But it is
Hindu vigilantes, emboldened by the government clamp

down, that have businesses most on edge. Farmers, wary of
“cow protection” squads forcefully inspecting trucks for signs
of the holy animal, were unwilling to make their usual deliver-
ies, business owners told AFP. “They are a little scared,” said
DB Sabharwall from the Indian meat association.

Rumors of cow slaughter can spark murderous reprisals in
the religiously divided state, where nearly one in five is
Muslim. Authorities insist the shutdowns are motivated by
regulation, not religion, claiming only businesses without
licenses will be targeted. But in a butcher’s alley in Meerut,
dozens of Muslim meat vendors proudly displayed their trad-
ing permits outside their shuttered shops. “Everything was
fine before Yogi came to power,” said butcher Riyaz Babu
Qureshi. “We’ve never faced this situation before. It’s terrible.”

Climate of fear 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ruling party appointed

Adityanath after winning Uttar Pradesh in a landslide, handing
the reins of India’s most important state to an ideologue
known for his inflammatory rhetoric against Muslims. Modi has
sought to keep his party’s Hindu nationalism at arm’s length
since taking power in 2014, but the slaughterhouse crackdown
has raised doubts about his proclaimed commitment to eco-
nomic growth and job creation. “This is totally anti-business. It
will dent India’s image globally,” Shadab said. — AFP 

Cow crackdown puts 
meat industry on edge
India is world’s largest buffalo meat exporter 

Crackdown on 
slaughterhouses
hurts poor most

MUMBAI: A crackdown on unlicensed abattoirs across India
has raised concerns that it is part of a broader effort to shut-
ter informal businesses, hurting poor and vulnerable commu-
nities dependent on them. The northern state of Uttar
Pradesh ordered the closure of abattoirs operating without
licenses this month. Several more states have followed suit,
including Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh
and Madhya Pradesh.

There are only 72 licensed abattoirs across the country,
with hundreds more operating without government permis-
sion.  Authorities say they are acting in the interest of public
health, hygiene and safety. But analysts say the crackdown
targets Muslims, who dominate the meat industry, as well as
small meat traders and street vendors who are part of India’s
vast informal economy that is not taxed or monitored by the
government. “Increasingly, informality is being seen as sus-
pect,” said Nikita Sud, an associate professor of development
studies at the University of Oxford.

“From street vendors being displaced to slum dwellers
who are evicted, to unlicensed slaughterhouses being shut
down, it is part of a larger narrative of targeting certain kinds
of informality and illegality that invariably affect the poorest,
the minorities and other vulnerable communities,” she said.
There are millions of workers in India’s informal economy - a
shadow economy worth at least a quarter of the annual gross
domestic product, according to the World Bank.

It includes daily wage earners, domestic workers, construc-
tion workers, leather tanners and those dependent on abat-
toirs. Despite a law to protect street vendors and a move to
provide welfare benefits to informal workers, most have few
rights or protections, even though they provide cheap prod-
ucts and services for millions of people.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government has taken
steps to regulate more of the economy in order to widen the
tax base and generate more revenue for development proj-
ects to spur growth. But these policies have hurt society’s
most vulnerable, say campaign groups. The government’s
decision in November to withdraw high-value rupee bills from
circulation to crack down on corruption and counterfeit cur-
rency hurt rural women and informal workers particularly
hard, as most of them are outside the banking system.

The western state of Maharashtra recently passed a law
requiring street hawkers to have lived in the state for 15 years
before they can apply for a license, a move seen as targeting
poor migrants. “Our cities are becoming increasingly hostile
towards the poor,” said Arbind Singh at the National
Association of Street Vendors of India. “This (abattoir) crack-
down not only targets small shop owners, but also buyers
who are poor and cannot afford big shops. Our vision for our
cities has no room for the poor, the vulnerable.” — Reuters 

LUCKNOW: A cook prepares chicken kebab yesterday at Tunday Kabab, a 105-
year-old kebab institution that has had to pull its top-selling spiced buffalo
meat fare item from the menu because of the shortage of meat. — AP 

MEERUT, India: In this photograph taken on March 25,
2017, Haji Shadab, the managing director of an abattoir,
looks on inside the empty abattoir. — AFP 


