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WASHINGTON: Michael Flynn has “a story to tell,” his
lawyer said yesterday, amid reports that the ousted US
national security advisor has offered to testify in exchange
for immunity about potential ties between Donald Trump’s
presidential campaign and Russia. Flynn proposed his deal
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the House and
Senate intelligence committees, The Wall Street Journal
reported late Thursday.

A close advisor of Trump’s 2016 campaign, Flynn was
forced to step down just weeks into the security job last
month. His resignation came after it emerged that he
made misleading statements about talks he held with
Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak during the presidential
transition concerning Washington’s sanctions on Moscow.
Trump himself appeared to offer legal advice on the issue,
tweeting: “Mike Flynn should ask for immunity in that this
is a witch hunt (excuse for big election loss), by media &
Dems, of historic proportion!”

The Journal said it wasn’t clear what exactly Flynn had
offered to discuss.  But it quoted one unnamed official as
saying the retired army general’s bid for immunity sug-
gested potential “legal jeopardy” for him. Robert Kelner, a
lawyer for Flynn, said in a statement tweeted late Thursday
that “General Flynn certainly has a story to tell, and he very
much wants to tell it, should the circumstances permit.
“Out of respect for the committees, we will not comment
right now on the details of discussions between counsel
for General Flynn and the House and Senate intelligence
committees, other than to confirm that those discussions
have taken place,” the lawyer added.

The New York Times quoted a congressional official as
saying investigators are wary of cutting a deal with Flynn
until they are further along in their probe and have a bet-
ter idea of what information Flynn might offer.  The Times
also quoted an expert as urging caution over Flynn’s offer
of testimony. “At this early stage, I wouldn’t read anything
into this request beyond smart lawyering,” Mark Zaid, a
Washington lawyer specializing in national security cases,
was quoting as saying by the Times.

‘Politically charged’ 
“In such a politically charged, high-profile national secu-

rity case, I couldn’t imagine not first asking for immunity,”
he added.”I would suspect both Congress and the FBI will
first generate additional evidence from smaller players
before deciding to immunize General Flynn,” Zaid said,
according to the Times. At least four investigations are
under way into allegations that Moscow tried to swing
November’s presidential election in Trump’s favor, as ques-
tions swirl about whether some in the Republican’s inner
circle colluded with Russia. 

The FBI, in an extraordinary admission, confirmed pub-
licly this month that it was probing the possibility of such
collusion. A former US military intelligence chief, Flynn was
generously paid to attend a gala of Russia’s RT television in
late 2015, where he sat with President Vladimir Putin, rais-
ing suspicions about his ties with Moscow. — AFP
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JOHANNESBURG: The sacking of South
Africa’s respected finance minister in a cabi-
net purge pitched the ruling ANC party into
chaos yesterday, creating one of its biggest
tests since leading the fight against apartheid.
The country’s Deputy President Cyril
Ramaphosa launched a unprecedented verbal
attack on President Jacob Zuma, whose mid-
night reshuffle sent the rand currency plung-
ing and triggered accusations that he was
promoting graft. 

Zuma’s axing of finance minister Pravin
Gordhan also unleashed a wave of opposition
in the African National Congress, which came
to power under Nelson Mandela in the
euphoric 1994 elections but has suffered
declining support. Gordhan was widely seen
as a competent manager of one of the world’s
most important emerging economies.
Ramaphosa went public with his anger, open-
ly attacking his boss. “I told him that I would
not agree with him,” Ramaphosa told
reporters. “There are quite a number of other

colleagues and comrades who are unhappy
about this situation, particularly the removal
of the minister of finance who was serving the
country with absolute distinction”.

Gordhan was reportedly sacked because of
an alleged intelligence report on meetings he
held in London earlier this week. “For him to
be removed for this type of reasoning is to me
unacceptable,” Ramaphosa said. Gordhan
held a press conference yesterday, saying he
heard of his sacking via television and dis-
missing the intelligence report “as absolute
nonsense.” “We hope more and more South
Africans would make it clear that our country
is not for sale,” he added.

Divided party 
Zuma made 20 new government appoint-

ments in the reshuffle.  “I’m very uncomfort-
able because areas where ministers do not
perform have not been touched,” Gwede
Mantashe, the influential ANC secretary gen-
eral, said.  “We can’t be happy (with the deci-

sion to sack Gordhan) because we think that
the finance minister was a hard worker.”
Gordhan had been at loggerheads with Zuma
for months, receiving support from several
ministers and major foreign investors, as well
as many ordinary South Africans and veterans
of the anti-apartheid struggle.

He campaigned for budget discipline and
against corruption, but Zuma’s allies have
accused Gordhan of thwarting the president’s
desire to enact radical policies to tackle racial
inequality. Mantashe told 702 radio that
Zuma was aware that many in the ANC were
“unhappy” about the purge, in which
Gordhan was replaced by home affairs minis-
ter Malusi Gigaba.

”The president came with a list. (He) said
‘you can comment if you want to comment,
but this is my decision,’” Mantashe said.  The
ANC, which was banned under white-minority
rule, has lost popularity due to corruption
allegations, record unemployment and slow
economic growth.

‘Midnight massacre’
The president is accused of being in the

sway of the wealthy Gupta business family,
allegedly granting them influence over gov-
ernment appointments, contracts and state-
owned businesses. 

John Steenhuisen, chief whip of the main
opposit ion Democratic  Al l iance party,
described the reshuffle as a “midnight mas-
sacre”. “Zuma has got what he wanted, a
Gupta ally in control (of the treasury),” he
said. “Bad news for our country, bad news
for the economy but mostly bad news for
the nine mil l ion unemployed South
Afr icans.”  The president said that  the
changes were “to bring about radical socio-
economic transformation.”

The rand was down more than seven per-
cent for the week, after days of speculation
that Zuma was about to move against
Gordhan.Zuma is due to step down as head of
the ANC in December, ahead of the 2019 gen-
eral election. — AFP

Sacking triggers civil war in S Africa ruling ANC

CARACAS: International powers voiced
alarm yesterday at the Venezuelan
Supreme Court’s move to seize power
from the opposition-led legislature, in
what was widely branded as amounting
to a coup.  The court’s move tightened
socialist President Nicolas Maduro’s grip
on power after more than a year in
which he was locked in a political strug-
gle with the center-right opposition.
Critics said it was an authoritarian turn
for the South American oil producing
giant, where an economic crisis has
caused food shortages, riots and an epi-
demic of violent crime.

The crisis has raised concerns about
stability in Venezuela, which has under-
gone three attempted military coups
since 1992. The US State Department
called the court’s move “a serious set-
back for democracy.” Regional powers
Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Peru, Chile
and others also warned it was a threat to
democracy in Venezuela. Guatemala
also denounced the court’s action. But
leftist-led Bolivia defended Maduro.
Brazil’s foreign ministry said it was “a
clear break with constitutional order.” 

But the hardest line came from the
secretary general of the Organization of
American States (OAS), Luis Almagro,
who echoed Maduro’s opponents’
claims of an internal “coup d’etat.”
Maduro has yet to comment publicly
about the outcry. Protesting lawmakers
scuffled with riot police outside the
court. Opposition groups called for
wider street protests on Saturday.  In a
tweet, jailed opposition leader Leopoldo
Lopez called on people to take to the
streets in order to “reject dictatorship
and rescue democracy.”

Lawmakers passed over 
The judges’ move strips Maduro’s

opponents in the National Assembly leg-
islature of what little grip they had over a
key pillar of government. The high court
(TSJ) has consistently backed the leftist
president in his power struggle with the
legislature. It had on Tuesday also
stripped parliamentary immunity from
lawmakers in the assembly. “The uncon-
stitutional decisions by the TSJ to strip

parliamentary immunity from the mem-
bers of the National Assembly and
assume the legislative function are the
latest actions taken by the authoritarian
regime to subvert the constitutional order
in Venezuela and eliminate all semblance
of democracy,” Almagro’s statement said.
He said he “denounces the self-inflicted
coup d’etat perpetrated by the
Venezuelan regime against the National
Assembly, the last branch of government
to be legitimized by the will of the people
of Venezuela,” the OAS statement said.

Army urged to act
The court based its latest decision on

an earlier ruling that the opposition
majority was in contempt of court. “As
long as the National Assembly’s con-
tempt of court and invalidity persist,
parliamentary powers shall be exercised
directly by (the Supreme Court’s) consti-
tutional chamber or by the body it des-
ignates to safeguard the rule of law,” it
said late Wednesday night. The speaker
of the National Assembly, Julio Borges,
urged the army, which has thus far sup-
ported Maduro, to take a stand. “The
Venezuelan armed forces cannot remain
silent as the constitution is breached,”

he said, appealing to soldiers who are
also suffering through what he called
the “chaos” of the economic crisis. With
the public support of the military and
control of most state institutions,
Maduro has been resisting opposition
calls for early elections.

Contempt of court
The court said the National Assembly

leadership was in contempt for swear-
ing in three lawmakers who were
banned over alleged electoral fraud. The
opposition Democratic Unity
Roundtable (MUD) condemns the fraud
charges as a trumped-up bid to curb its
power after it won a landslide in legisla-
tive elections in December 2015 with a
promise to oust Maduro. The court has
overturned every law passed by the
opposition-led legislature.  “To legally
overtake the functions of a branch of
government is a coup,” said Latin
America specialist Christopher Sabatini
of Columbia University in New York. The
court’s expansion of its own powers
came as part of a ruling on an oil law. It
enables the government to launch joint
ventures with private oil companies
without legislative approval. — AFP
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CARACAS: Venezuelan National Guards officers try to detain a young woman dur-
ing a protest outside of the Supreme Court in Caracas, Venezuela yesterday. — AP 


