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BEIJING: Thailand’s Ariya Jutanugarn birdied her
way through the first round of the Reignwood
LPGA Classic in Beijing yesterday, carding 10 of
them for a one-shot lead ahead of Canadian
Brooke Henderson. Jutanugarn, who is 20 and the
highest-ranked player in the field at number two,
closed the day with four consecutive birdies to
finish at eight-under 65 on the par-73 course.

“Today I really want to have fun and enjoy the
course, and just make sure I focus on what’s under
my control,”  said Jutanugarn of her opening

round in comments published on the LPGA web-
site. “Not worry about the outcome, the result.”
She said she had achieved her goal for this year of
winning a tournament. “So after I won my first
tournament on tour I really want to win a major,
and I did,” she added. Henderson had a bogey-
free first round finishing at seven-under 66 and
plans to compete in all six Asian tournaments this
autumn. 

“I’m looking forward to being in Asia for the
first time. I’ve visited a few other times, but this

will really be the true taste of a bunch different
countries and language and culture,” she said,
referring to forthcoming tournaments in Taiwan,
Japan, South Korea and Malaysia.  US players
Jennifer Song and Lizette Salas were grouped with
Chinese trio Pan Yanhong, Yang Taoli and Feng
Shanshan for  a  share of  third place on 68.
Defending champion Mirim Lee,  from South
Korea,  languished a stroke further down the
leaderboard along with a handful of others after
ending the first round on four-under 69. —AFP

Jutanugarn birdies her way to an early lead in Beijing

CHASKA: European Ryder Cup player
Danny Willett and captain Darren Clarke
apologized on Wednesday over a crude
rant from the Masters champion’s broth-
er about the nature of U.S. crowds he
expects this week at Hazeltine. In an arti-
cle published on nationalclubgolfer.com,
a magazine website, Pete Willett wrote
in part: “They need to silence the pudgy,
basement-dwelling, irritants, stuffed on
cookie dough and pissy beer ...

“They need to smash the obnoxious
dads, with their shiny teeth, Lego man
hair, medicated ex-wives, and resentful
children.” Willett and Clarke emphatical-
ly distanced themselves and the team
from the diatribe, which was laced with
political jabs and swipes using carica-
tures of Americans. “I’d just like to apol-
ogize obviously to everyone involved
for what’s been said,” Willett said. “It’s
obviously not the thoughts of myself
and of the team and of captain Darren.”

Clarke said as soon as he was made
aware of the article he sought out
Willett, who was practicing on the golf
course. “He’s bitterly disappointed in his
brother’s article. It is not what Danny
thinks. It is not what I think. It is not
what Team Europe stands for,” Clarke
said. Willett said he telephoned his
brother after being made aware of what
was written. “I said to Pete I was obvi-
ously disappointed in what was said
and what was written about the
American fans that obviously took me
under their wing fantastically back in
April,” he told Golf Channel, alluding to
his triumph at Augusta National.

“As soon as I got done on the golf
course, I went to see Davis (US Captain
Love), and me and Davis had a chat for
a few minutes about it all, and he took
it very well and I think he’s drawn a
line under it for himself and for the
team. “So hopefully everybody else can

do the same and hopefully we can get
on and have a great tournament.” The
tone of the posting harkened back to a
t ime in Ryder Cup competit ion at
Kiawah Island (1991) and Brookline
(1999) where some US fans’ actions
rose beyond partisanship to rowdy and
offensive behaviour.

Following those matches, a concert-
ed effort was made by captains on both
sides to stress model sportsmanship
and appeal to crowds to respect all par-
ticipants. Willett said the comments
were a big distraction on Wednesday.
“It was obviously going crazy, obviously
through social media and stuff. Yeah, it
is tough to then concentrate, because
you don’t want people to think badly of
yourself,” he said. Clarke said the fans at
Hazeltine have been very welcoming.
“The fans could not have been nicer
and better to us this week, and hopeful-
ly that continues,” Clarke said.—Reuters

CHASKA: Tiger Woods has endured two tough runner-up
finishes in majors at Hazeltine, but he could be reduced
even further, to sandwich delivery man, at the Ryder Cup
here this week. Woods, the 14-time major winner who is set
to return next month after more than a year off due to a
back injury, is serving as an assistant to US captain Davis
Love at this week’s 41st edition of the US-Europe team golf
showdown.  “We’re dividing responsibilities,” Love said of
himself and his assistants.  “I’m in charge and I’ve given (the
assistants) their charge. Tiger was giving me a hard time a
couple weeks ago. He said, ‘You’re giving me way too much
to do.’”

Former world number one Woods could find himself
with some unusual duties given Love’s desire to make sure
his players have anything and everything they need to help
them win. “We’re all having fun and just supporting the
team,” Love said. “If that means we run back and get a
sweater, I’ll go get a sweater.  “My son and I just delivered
turkey sandwiches to the group ahead. I said, ‘Very impor-
tant here. If we don’t get the turkey sandwiches to these
guys, they’re not going to be happy.’ All six of us are doing
whatever we can to help out.”

Just the notion of having Woods, one of the greatest
players ever at his peak, bringing him a sandwich was a wild
notion for the newest major champion, US player Jimmy
Walker, who won the PGA Championship in July.  “I hope
guys are asking him to run and go get stuff for them, even if
they don’t want it. I think that’s just great,” Walker said.
Long-hitting teammate J.B. Holmes said he thought Woods
was prepared to come through in whatever way needed.
“Well, he’s a team player, and if that’s what needed to be
done at the time, I’m sure he’d make sure it gets done,”
Holmes said. “It’s great to have him out here, with all the
experience that he’s had. An icon. It’s amazing to have him
in the team room. It’s just the right atmosphere. It has been
a lot of fun.”

Woods birdied the last four holes but lost by one stroke
at the 2002 PGA Championship at Hazeltine to unheralded
compatriot Rich Beem.  Seven years later, the same event
was back at Hazeltine and Woods was going for a wire-to-
wire victory and a 15th major title. But for the first time as a
54-hole leader, Woods lost a major, shooting a 75 and
falling by three shots to South Korean Yang Yong-Eun, the
first Asian man to win a major crown.  This week, Woods
strolled the 18th with Walker in a more casual manner.

‘We were just golf nerds’
“We’ve hung out, we talked walking up the 18th the oth-

er day,” Walker said.  “We just talked golf. He was into the
equipment and what’s going on and what I was hitting and
the shots I was hitting. We were just golf nerds. We just kept
talking about golf the whole time. “I think he’s enjoying it, I
really do. He looks like he’s having a great time. He has been
having a great time at night. I think he’s happy to be here
and happy to be a part of it.” US teammate Matt Kuchar, the
Rio Olympic bronze medalist, is happy to have Woods
around as well. “I’ve become good friends with Tiger,
played a number of practice rounds and enjoyed the time
where I get to pick his brain,” Kuchar said. “I’ve tried to see
what sort of help, advice, knowledge, he could pass on, and
he’s always been very helpful. Always been very giving.
Here is a guy who is willing to help out if I have any sort of
questions on anything.” —AFP

MINNESOTA: Danny Willett of Europe plays a shot during practice prior to the 2016 Ryder Cup at Hazeltine National Golf
Club in Chaska, Minnesota. —AFP

‘Hey Tiger, how
about a sandwich?’

Willett apologizes for 
brother’s anti-US rant

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2016


