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SHARJAH: Former champions Pakistan
and the West Indies start a narrow two-
way fight for an automatic place in the
2019 Cricket World Cup in a three-match
one-day series starting in Sharjah today.
Pakistan, the 1992 champions, need to
win the series 3-0 to rise one place from
ninth while their opponents-champions
in the first two World Cups in 1975 and
1979 - need to avoid a clean sweep to
maintain their current eighth spot. Hosts
England and the seven highest-ranked
sides in the one-day rankings on
September 30 next year will qualify
directly for the World Cup.

The bottom four teams in the stand-
ings will be joined by six Associate sides
in a 10-team qualifying round in 2018

from where two teams will qualify. Both
Pakistan and the West Indies will also
play in three one-day matches in the
Caribbean next March. Pakistan also have
a tough five-match series in Australia ear-
ly next year but West Indies will be hard
pressed to play England and India before
the cut-off date.  Both Pakistan and the
West Indies have varied problems in the
50-over game. Pakistan, ranked number
one in Test cricket, have slumped in one-
day and are coming on the back of a 4-1
bashing in England, a defeat which
almost cost Azhar Ali the captaincy, but
he finally survived.

‘Important step’
Ali hopes his players take the confi-

dence of their win in the final one-day
against England at Cardiff and a 3-0
whitewash of the West Indies in the pre-
ceding Twenty20 series which ended on
Tuesday. “Yes, it will be great if we take
that form into the series and that will not
only help us in improving our rankings
but also take the important step towards
the 2019 World Cup,” said Ali. Pakistan
will once again look to exploit their
opponents weakness against the spin,
which saw them restrict the West Indies
to low totals of 115, 144 and 103 in the
Twenty20 series. They have leg-spinner
Yasir Shah and two left-arm spinners-
Imad Wasim and Mohammad Nawaz plus
allrounder Shoaib Malik to launch the
assault. West Indies had shown recent

form, having beaten South Africa twice
and world number one Australia once in
a tri-series on home grounds in June
before losing the final to Steve Smith’s
team. Shockingly, they sacked their suc-
cessful coach Phil Simmons a week
before the start of this tour, which evi-
dently affected their performance in the
T20 series.  Still, captain Jason Holder put
on a brave face. “In the ODI series we
want to improve, we had a very good last
Tri series with Australia and South Africa
so it is important we keep improving,”
said Holder. West Indies will again be
without dashing opener Chris Gayle, who
is unavailable for the tour, and Andre
Russell, missing due to an anti-doping
hearing. — AFP 

Pakistan and West Indies launch World Cup fight
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England’s Anderson
and Wood ruled out
of Bangladesh tour

LONDON: England bowlers James Anderson and Mark
Wood have been ruled out of next month’s tour of
Bangladesh due to injury, the England and Wales Cricket
Board confirmed yesterday. 

Anderson, England’s all-time leading Test wicket-tak-
er, has not played since the fourth Test loss to Pakistan in
August because of a shoulder injury. Durham seamer
Wood, 26, has been having treatment for an ankle injury.
England play three one-day internationals and two Tests
on the tour, for which they left yesterday.

Nottinghamshire’s Jake Ball, named in the ODI squad
for Bangladesh but not the Test party, may get the nod
to stay on for the second half of the tour. Middlesex’s
Steven Finn has been added to the ODI squad and
England’s selectors will consider a further replacement
for the Test squad at a later date. The first Test begins in
Chittagong on October 20, with England having two
two-day warm-up games ahead of the match.

The opening Test of the India tour is due to begin in
Rajkot on November 9.  An ECB statement confirming
that Anderson and Wood would miss the Bangladesh
tour said yesterday: “Anderson has been withdrawn from
the Test squad due to an ongoing injury to his right
shoulder. He requires more time to ensure optimal heal-
ing of a stress fracture he sustained during the summer.
“Durham seamer Wood has had a recurrence of left ankle
symptoms. Both players will be reviewed by the ECB’s
medical team on a regular basis and further updates will
be provided on their progress in due course.

“Middlesex’s Steven Finn is added to the ODI squad.
Nottinghamshire’s Jake Ball is added to the Test squad
and selectors will consider a further replacement for the
Test squad at a later date.”

Anderson’s injury saw him miss the first Test against
Pakistan at Lord’s in July. He went on to play in the rest
of the four-Test series, which ended in a 2-2 draw, but
has not featured since. The 34-year-old, England’s lead-
ing Test wicket-taker with 463 wickets in 119 matches,
will now try to prove his fitness in time for the five-Test
series against India, which starts in November.

Lancashire star Anderson, rested for England’s last
tour of Bangladesh six years ago, indicated earlier this
month he might not play in all seven of the upcoming
Tests against Bangladesh and India. “It’s a tough one
because as a player if you’re fit you want to play,” he said. 

“But there may well come a time when it will get man-
aged. At 34 I probably have to manage myself, be man-
aged, quite well. You want, if possible, to play every Test
but India is going to be five back to back and that’s a
huge ask for any bowler.” 

England’s tour of Bangladesh was called into question
after an attack on a cafe in Dhaka in July which saw 20
hostages killed, including 18 foreigners. 

However, the ECB gave the tour the go-ahead after an
inspection visit to Bangladesh led by team security chief
Reg Dickason. — AFP 

KOLKATA: Skipper Virat Kohli shrugged off pressure yesterday
for India to regain the top spot in the world rankings, saying he’s
not interested in numbers, ahead of the second Test against New
Zealand. After securing a comprehensive 197-run victory against
New Zealand in the first Test, India could regain the number one
position if they win the second Test starting in Kolkata today and
clinch the three-match series. 

But Kohli said he was not motivated by records, despite India
being just one point behind archrivals Pakistan in the
International Cricket Council Test rankings. “Number one doesn’t
matter for us because it is temporary,” the skipper told reporters.
“If you get attached to these things then you get upset you are
not able to do it. It’s better to observe from far on things that are
not directly in our control.” 

India toppled Australia at the top of the rankings after their
recent series win against the West Indies, only to be leapfrogged
by Pakistan. India are now hopeful of returning to number one
before Pakistan play three Tests against the Windies in October
and November. Kohli was noncommittal about whether Gautam
Gambhir would play in Kolkata after he was spotted in the nets
late on Thursday, following the veteran opener’s inclusion in the

squad after a two-year absence.
Spin twins Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja bowled

India to victory on Monday in Kanpur, but Kolkata’s iconic Eden
Gardens is not expected to offer as much spin. “The surface is
pretty nice, it has a little bit of grass covering. It should be a good
wicket to bat on,” said Kohli, who had a disappointing time at
the crease in Kanpur. Kohli also said India would probably intro-
duce the Decision Review System (DRS) after India’s cricket
board appeared to soften its opposition to the umpiring system
if some changes were introduced. 

“We will certainly look to probably introduce it in future,”
Kohli said. “Those things I can’t say yes or no sitting here. We
have discussed. We have had meetings about it. There are some
areas (that) can be debated, especially ball tracking and hawk
eye. New Zealand opener Tom Latham welcomed the apparent
change of stance from India, saying the system reduced human
errors. “We’ve had it in the past back home and it is a good sys-
tem that tends to work. It gets rid of that decision that probably
isn’t out or is out, that major decision that is called incorrectly.
“We enjoy it back home if (India started using it) that’d be great,”
Latham said. — AFP 

Kohli shrugs off rankings 
pressure for N Zealand Test

KOLKATA: India’s captain Virat Kohli dives to take a catch as others look on during a training session in Kolkata on the eve of
the second cricket Test match between India and New Zealand. — AFP 


